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: Isabela judges take 
H gun training course 


By Villamor Visaya Jr. 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


ILAGAN, Isabela—if hanging judges won't 
stop assassins, maybe — pisto-packing 

judges—and women, at that will 
Concerned about the growing number of 
murdered court officials, about 50 judges, 
ISABEL А?! 
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Sneers greet 
House move 
to scrap pork. 


It's still in budget, says senator 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


Lawmaker likens fiscal 
crisis to cancer growth 


By Carlito Pablo 


CONTRARY to what they're saying, 
members of the House of Representa- 
tives are not giving up their pork bar- 
rel next year despite their "unprece- 
dented twin decisions" to help gov- 
ernment deal with its fiscal problems, 


a high-ranking Senate official said committee on economic affairs, 


said there was a need to “put a 


THE “Tribute in Light” shines over the Manhattan skyline and the Statue of Liberty marking 
the third anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center on Saturday, from 


the perspective of Jersey City in New Jersey. 
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NEW YORK—It’s been three 
years, but Filipino-American Co- 
Ta Fernandez still sheds tears 
when she looks at her daughter's 
photographs. 

Judith . Fernandez perished 
during the terrorist attacks on the 
World Trade Center. She was 27. 
Every year since then, from Sept. 
3 to 11, her mother has lit a can- 
dle and prayed а novena for the 
repose of her soul at the church in 
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Pain remains fresh 
for 9/11 victims' kin 


Little Egg Harbor in New Jersey, 
where the family resides. 

The Fernandezes also continue 
toattend support group meetings 
with other 9/11 victims’ families. 
They all seek to heal broken 
hearts, and there's no telling how 
much longer they will have to do 
this. 

On Saturday Cora and kin 
wore Tshirts imprinted with a 
photo of Judith and brought 
flowers to memorial services at 
Liberty Park and at the World 

PAIN REMAINS! A22 


ANEW York firefighter kisses the hand ofa child as they pay their 
respects to victims of the Sept. 11,2001 attacks on the former twin 


пали 


yesterday. 


“They are just revising the system, but the 
the Senate offi 


pork barrel is still there, 
cial, who did not wish to be identified. 
Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. anno 


tional budg 
last week. 


They also sáid the House had agreed to 
adopt “line item budgeting” to ensure tra 
parency in the nature and amounts of execu: 
tive and congressional allocations in next 


year's budget. 


The House leaders then called on President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and the senators to give up 


their pork barrel allocations. 


Like the Senate official, the League of 


'ed Sat- 
urday that he and senior party leaders in the 
House had agreed to abolish the pork ba 
system starting with the proposed 2005 па. 
following an all-party caucus 


WEE in the midst of a fiscal cri- 
sis, but how bad is it? 

"Our financial diagnosis sug- 
gests that the country is ій ad- 
vanced stages of fiscal metastasis. 
as shown by the rapid spiral in 
debt service and debt stock," ac- 
cording to a 31-page paper that 
explored the anatomy of the fis- 
cal crisis and identified “painful” 
prescriptions for recovery. 

The paper, “Dimensions of the 
Philippine Fiscal Crisis: А 
Roadmap to Fiscal Rehabilita- 
tion,” was authored by Rep. Joey 
Salceda (Lakas-Kampi, Albay), 
resident economist of the House 
of Representatives. 

Salceda, chair of the House 


Tel 


sick government into intensive 
care and radical surgery and insu- 
late the private sector from the 
contagion via an interest rate 
shock.” 

He advised the administration 
to make “a first strike before its 
modest electoral mandate gets 
dissipated by political distrac- 
tions, especially given our histori- 
cal fixation with the peripherals.’ 

He said the “crux of the fiscal 
crisis" was the national govern- 
теп (NG) debt stock of P3.35 
trillion as of the end of 2003 and 
the total public debt stock of 
P5.39 trillion as of September, 
2003. 

LAWMAKER да 


Provinces of the Philippines is skeptical about. 
reports that House members were giving up 
their pork starting next year. 

The league urged the public to be vigilant 
to tricks House members might pull to con- 
ceal their pork barrel through “congressional 
insertions." 

"We just hope that the funds intended for 
pork barrel are not tucked in the congression- 
al insertions which are far bigger than the 
pork barrel,” said the league's spokesperson, 
Gov. Ben Evardone of Eastern Samar. 

The Senate official said House members 
were merely changing the system in the Priori- 
ty Development Assistance Fund (PDAF), also 


Tax luxuries of rich, 
ex-Neda chief urges 


By Blanche S. Rivera. The proposal was part of a 10- 

point strategy for a graft-free 
Philippines drafted by Habito and 
officials of the fledgling political 


party Bangon Pilipinas. 


HIT THEM where they live, 
Concerned about the fiscal cri- 
sis facing the government, former 


known as the pork barrel, from a “lump-sum 


appropriation’ to “line item budgeting.” 


He said that instead of identifying the pro- 
jects later as had been the practice of lawmak- 
ers in their PDAF allocations, the projects 
‘would be identified "in advance” or when 
Congress deliberates on the 2005 budget 
This then would be included in the proposed. 


General Appropriations Act of 2005. 


“From the way it would appear, the pork 
ll the rest 
SNEERSI A20 


barrel is not actually abolished 


Economic Planning "Secretary 
Cielito Habito yesterday chal- 
lenged President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's administration to show it 
meant business by taxing the lux- 
uries of the country's rich fami- 
lies. 

“Impose taxes on second ог 
third mansions, condominium 
units, golf course shares, yachts, 
private planes and helicopters 
and other displays of extrava- 
запсе,” Habito said. 


Children sacrificed as pawns 
in war on terrorism 


By Amando Doronila 


‘THE MOST poignant aspect of the third 
anniversary of the bombing of the 
World Trade Center in New York was 
the tearful recitation of the names of 
the 2,749 people who died in the Sept. 
11, 2001 terrorist attack. 
The ceremony, which took 
three hours, was shorn of 
angry political rhetoric. 

It refocused the war on terrorism to 
the common people, who have been the 
victims of attacks, away from the policy 
issues that dehumanize the brutality of 
the war by looking at the bomb- 
ings—not only in New York but in other 
parts of the world as well—as a re- 
sponse to state policies by political and 
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ANALYSIS 


religious militants retaliating aga 
these policies and settling ancient 
scores festering since the First Crusade 
ofthe 11th century. 

Since Sept. 11, 2001, the cycle of vio- 
lence has spiraled. But most of the vic- 
tims have been defenseless, innocent 
and nonpolitical civilians, 
including lately children. 
There have been far fewer 
casualties among soldiers 

ind combatants in this chain of war 
than among noncombatants. 

The New York attack by Islamic mili- 
tants was not just their declaration of 
war against their hated target—the 
United States. It marked the outbreak 
ofa new type of war, following the end 

CHILDREN A22 


Habito, who also served as di- 
rector general of the National 
Economic and Development Au- 
thority during the Ramos admin- 
istration, is now Bangon’s vice 
president for economic affairs. 

“The people will support a 
morally upright government 
when and if” the Arroyo adminis- 
tration pursues the 10 steps 
spelled out in the Bangon pro 
gram, Habito said. 
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Jeepney 
blinking? 
Call cops 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


ABLINKER flashing atop a 
jeepney means the driver's 
in distress; a robbery is in 
progress. Call the cops. 
That's in about two 
weeks, or before the month's 
JEEPNEY; A4 
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Fil-Ams urged to give 
to Bayanihan Fund 


ed to his appeal. 

In his speech, the ambassador also 
paid tribute to NaFFAA, which he said 
“has [come] long way" in contribut- 
ing to the social, political, economic 
and cultural life of the United States. 

"The Filipino-American as you 
have made [him] to be could be a ver- 
itable force for progress and develop- 
ment," he said. 

Baja cited, for instance, the organiza- 
tion's efforts to press for the passage of 
the Veterans Equity Bil, its program for 
distressed Filipino nationals in various 
parts of the US, and its drive toward a. 
cultural community with emphasis on 
identity, education and stewardship in 
the Flipino-American performing ars. 

“It is my vision that your involve- 
ment in advocacy and legislative poli- 
су initiatives will continue to grow 
from strength to strength,” he said. 

“I look forward to the near future 
when more and more Filipino-Ameri- 
cans will be elected to political leader- 
ship positions and that from your ranks 
emanate a distinctly Filipino-American 
perspective on current and emerging 
issues of concern in foreign policy and 
national priorities,” he added. 


Dual citizenship rule to be eased 


By Jerome Aning 


By T] Burgonio 


AMBASSADOR Lauro Baja Jr., Philippine Permanent Representa- 
tive to the United Nations, on Saturday exhorted the Filipino- 
American community in the United States to “join hands" with 
their compatriots in Manila and contribute to the Bayanihan 
Fund to avert the looming fiscal crisis in their native country. 


Baja said the fiscal problem “pre- ment—the vision of NaFFAA,"he said. 
sents a singular opportunity and chal- Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. had 
lenge” to the National Federation of urged individuals and groups to con- 
Filipino-American Associations (NaF- tribute to the Bayanihan Fund to help 
FAA) to help the Philippines. ease the country's financial problems. 

“Senators and congressmen have Не hit up businessmen traveling with 

agreed to renounce their pork, or part of President Macapagal-Arroyo during 
їс the executive department has em- her recent state visit to China for 
barked on austerity measures; business- P350 million in contributions. 
‘men have come forward promising to The Department of Tourism and 
pitch in, and religious organizations have Metrobank have put up donation box- 
taken notice ofthe crisis” Baja told theau- ез in their offices and branches to col- 
dience atthe 6th Empowerment Congress lect contributions from their employ- 
‘of the NaFFAA in Chicago, Ilinois. ees and clients. 

“There is something truly wonderful “1 therefore call on NaFFAA to sup- 
happening back home. I see а resur- port the efforts of our kababayans back 
gence of nationalism, of patriotism, of home and contribute to the Bayanihan 
love of country. The sum total of these Fund,” Baja said in his speech, excerpts 
collective efforts will not by themselves of which were e-mailed to reporters 
solve the crisis but anything which covering the foreign affairs beat. 
‘comes from the heart and soul symbol- It was not immediately known how 
izes cooperation, unity and empower- фе delegates to the conference react- 


absence of registrars and the lack of 
recording facilities. 

Santos said the amended rules, 
which still needed approval from the 
Department of Justice, would no 
longer require an applicant to submit 
such a certificate and instead would 
Just accept one issued by the local civ- 
il registrar of the applicant's town of 
birth. 

‘The requirement of NSO-authent 
cated birth certificates was a major 
hurdle for many dual citizenship ap- 
plicants, according to Immigration 
‘Commissioner Alipio Fernandez Jr. 

“There are a good number of expa- 
rates whose applications remain 
pending because existing rules re- 


quire them to submit specific docu- 
ments which they could not present 
for reasons which are not their fault,” 
Fernandez said іп a statement. 

The inter-agency committee on du- 
al citizenship composed of represen- 
tatives from the immigration bureau, 
DOJ, NSO and the foreign affairs de- 
partment agreed to the birth certifi- 
cate authentication and other 
changes during a recent meeting. 

Fernandez said the amendments 
were being reviewed by the bureau's 
team of lawyers before they are for- 
warded to the DOJ. After approval, 
the new rules would be published in 
national newspapers before they 
could take effect. 


‘THE BUREAU of Immigration may 
soon modify stringent rules on birth 
certificates for former Filipinos who 
wish to regain their Philippine citizen- 
ship under the dual citizenship law. 

Lawyer Arvin Santos, head of the 
bureau's task force on dual citizen- 
ship, said many applicants born before 
1950 in the Philippines could not sub- 
mit birth certificates authenticated by 
the National Statistics Office because 
records of their birth had been de- 
stroyed during the World War I. 

Also, many who were born in the 
first few years following the end of 
the war were not registered due to 
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FOR PRIVATE USE ALSO 


It’s always been illegal for government employees to use official vehicles for private business and 
outside of work hours, more so with President Macapagal-Arroyo's call ог austerity in 
government because of the fiscal crisis. Lo and behold, yesterday at noon INQUIRER 
photographer Rudy Esperas spotted the Mitsubishi SUV at right sporting government plate 
number SFX 108 parked outside the Korea Garden restaurant on Jupiter Street in Makati City. 


Bill would bar gov’t 
officials from casinos ' 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


A BILL which seeks to ban elected and appointed 
public oficials from patronizing gambling casinos 
has been filed in the House of Representatives. 

House Bill No. 1611, authored by Rep. Roseller 
Barinaga (NPC, 2nd Dist., Zamboanga del Norte), 
aims to ban a whole gamut of officals. They in- 
dude: the President, the Vice President, all Cabi- 
net members and officials of various ‘agencies, 
military and police officials, officials of govern- 
ment-owned and controlled corporations 
(GOCCs), senators, congressmen and local offi- 
cials from governors to barangay tanods. 

Also covered in the prohibition are spouses 
of government officials, Barinaga said. 

"A spouse's behavior in public would neces- 
sarily reflect on the image of the government 
official,” he explained. 

Violators would face six months to one year 
imprisonment and a fine ranging from 
P10,000 to P30,000, or both. 


Officials and employees of Pagcor-operat- 
ed establishments would suffer the same pun- 
ishment if found guilty of allowing officials to 
enter and play at casinos. 

Barinaga said the bill would complement 
Presidential Decree 1869, which allows the 
government to operate and run casinos but 
prohibits public officials and employees from 
entering and playing in the establishments. 

“The law has no teeth because it missed out 
on the penal provision that would have made 
the law enforceable and not prone to viola- 
tion,” Barinaga said. 

In pushing for the immediate approval of 
the bill, Barinaga cited South Korea where 
public officials are banned from playing in 
casinos and from playing golf. 

“In the Philippines, a number of government 
officials, including military and police officers, 
are frequent clients of casinos," he said. "This 
bill would answer the clamor to bring back high 
ethical standards and morality in government.” 


MCLE SEMINAR FOR LAWYERS | JDV to push P350-M 
Asean anti-poverty fund 


4" 2004 MCLE Lecture Series - October 2, 9, 16 & 23, 2004 
[Credit units earned may still be credited to the first compliance period] 
Bar Matter No. 850 and its implementing rules provide, among others, that failure to comply 
with the Mandatory Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) 36-unit requirement at the end of 
the compliance period shall be a cause for listing a lawyer as a delinquent member and 
consequently, he shall not be permitted to practice law. To afford lawyers the opportunity to 
| fully comply with the MCLE requirement, we are sponsoring the following Lecture Series: 
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By Carlito Pablo 


SPEAKER Jose de Venecia Jr. left yesterday for 
Cambodia to push for the approval of his pro- 
posed $350 million Anti-Poverty Fund for 
member-countries of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations during the meeting 
of the Asean Inter-Parliamentary Organiza- 
tion in Phnom Penh. 

“The fund has drawn significant support as 
a practical way of building up the Asean mi 
Фе class,” De Venecia said in a statement. 
"The fund will not be dispensing dole-outs 
but will finance the entrepreneurial poor of 
our urban and rural slums.” 

De Venecia said that he will “breach the 
barrier of indecision” regarding the creation 
of such a fund during the 10th AIPO assembly 
hosted by Phnom Penh. 

Under De Venecia's proposal, the fund will 
be comprised of contributions from Asean 
member-states, the World Bank, the Asian 
Development Bank, the European Union, the 
G-8 countries and the United Nations Sys- 
tem. 

"Micro-entrepreneurs could use loans of as 


little as the equivalent of $500 and $1,000 to 
generate jobs, produce services and raise lo- 
cal incomes," De Venecia said. 

De Venecia was accompanied by five mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives to the. 
AIPO assembly. The trip was fully financed bye, 
the Cambodian parliament. 

Before leaving for Cambodia yesterday, DG: 
Venecia hosted leaders of major media orgazz 
nizations to initiate efforts at mobilizing the? 
so-called Press Freedom Fund. Е 

This fund aims to provide assistance to 
journalists who are facing harassment and 
danger in the line of duty. 

De Venecia gave P100,000 during the 
meeting which is the first tranche of the P1 
million “reward money” he earlier committed 
tohelp solve the murders of journalists. 

De Venecia also asked Rep. Gilbert Remulla 
(NP Cavite) to raise another P1 million from 
members of the House to beef up the Press 
Freedom Fund. 

During the meeting, an industry-wide 
Quick Reaction Task Force was also set up to 
provide immediate support to threatened 
journalists. 


Aglipay defends controversial app't 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


PHILIPPINE National Police Director General 
Edgar Aglipay yesterday defended the contro- 
versial appointment of a general who was 
placed on floating status a year ago following 
the escape of Indonesian terrorist Fathur 
Rohman Al-Ghozi. 

“He has the capability.” Aglipay told re- 
porters, referring to Chief Supt. Jesus Verzosa 
"whom he appointed to head the Criminal In- 
vestigation and Detection Group. 

‘As former CIDG deputy chief and Intelli- 
gence Group director, Verzosa was the natural 
choice for the post, widely considered a “little 
PNP” because of its regional units scattered 
nationwide. 

Aglipay sniped at those who had been 
criticizing Verzosa's appointment. "He has 
suffered (already)," he said. "He had no as- 
signment for one year after the Al-Ghozi fi 
asco," 

‘Al-Ghozi and two top-level Abu Sayyaf de- 
tainees escaped on July 14, 2003, the day 
Australian Prime Minister John Howard visit- 
ed the country. 


The escape greatly embarrassing the gov- 
ernment. Al-Ghozi was killed'by a manhunt 
team three months later. 

Even before the fiasco, Verzosa was al- 
ready considered a top contender to re- 
place then CIDG chief Eduardo Matil- 
lano. 

Aglipay himself seemed irritated with criti- 
cism of his extended term. 

He reaches the mandatory retirement age 
of 56 today. But he won't be leaving until 
February since President Macapagal-Arroyo 
gave him a minimum term of six months from 
his Aug. 23 appointment. 

In that brief stint, Aglipay wishes to *re- 
gain the faith of the Filipino people in the po- 
lice." 

Early this week, the National Police Com- 
mission issued a directive that would make it 
tough for lazy police personnel to be promot- - 
ed. 


Interior Secretary and concurrent, 
Napolcom chief Angelo Reyes directed т 
Aglipay to review the existing promotion :, 
system so only those deserving would be 
promoted. 
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Villar wants heads 
of GOCCs sacked 


FIRE them for gross mismanage- tures ofthe national government, as We Ве НО -- 


© PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER —— 


ment. ‘well as for an audit of the countrys м 
Sen. Manuel Villar Jr. was re- total consolidated public sector debt, Я А 
ferring to the heads of financially which includes those of the GOCCs. + 
troubled government-owned and _ Villar said the total debt of the BOOK STC RE, INC. 
controlled corporations (GOCCs) GOCCs reached P2.1 trillion this. Am 
which had caused the public sec- month, or 40 percent of total pub- = 
tor deficit to become bloated. lic sector debt. 
Villar did not name the GOCC Не said the government had supports 
heads he wanted sacked butiden- been assuming the liabilities of 
tified the three GOCCs that had GOCCs. In 2003 alone, the na- 


comnts fel cect memes CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
"rem wee National Power Зара milon tayar OF THE PHILIPPINES (CEAP) 


Corp. (Napocor), which accou: From 2000 to 2002, about 

ed for 37 percent of the deficit; P428.10 billion or 21.3 percent of n 
Natal od Authority 14 per. Ше national government debs NATIONAL CONVENTION ‘04 
cent, and Light Railway Transit was due to assumed liabilities 


Authority (АТА), 13 percent. and lending to GOCCs. September 15 - 17, 2004 


Villar said Napocors outstand- Villar said that as of May 21 : 
ing debt amounted to P1.4 trillion, last year, the government had Waterfront Hotel, Cebu City 
while that of LRTA was P25 billion. guaranteed the loans of four 5 
"The heads of GOCCs must be GOCCS, namely, Napocor ($6.8 
held accountable for the state billion), Development Bank of 
firms’ financial troubles," the sena- the Philippines ($2.2 billion), 
tor chair of the Senate finance Land Bank of the Philippines 
committee, said in a statement. ($654 million) and Philippine 
“There is aneed to look into the fis- National Oil Co.-EDC ($608M). 
cal prudence of our public debts." Only last week, the govern- 
Last week, Villar called foranin- ment sold $1 billion in bonds for 
quiry into the debts and expendi- Napocor. Christine О. Avendaño 


House sets probe 
of ‘chocolate war’ 


By Carlito Pablo losses for the DFP of P336 million a 
year, or P1.6 billion in five years. 
THE MULTI-MILLION-PESO Rep. Eduardo Zialcita (Lakas, 
“chocolate war" that has spilled Parafaque) blamed Chinese-Fil- 
‘out of Duty Free Philippines (DPF) іріпо businessman William Tieng 
and over to Congress shows no for starting the alleged smear 
sign of being mopped up. ‘campaign against DFR 
Yesterday, conflicting parties Не said Tiengs Winning Touch 
smeared each other with charges Corp. had made a counteroffer for 
and countercharges in this bitter- the chocolate and snacks concession 
sweet contest over concession but failed to bag the contract be- 
rights for chocolates and snacks. cause EDF “matched (and improved 
"The БЕР Employees Association оп) the deal by some P180 million.” 
said ina statement that the prospect Ша statement yesterday, Zial- 
of losing their jobs prompted them спа said а joint probe by the 
to expose the deal wherein ОЕР House committees on good gov- 
transferred its concession to the for- ernment and on tourism would 
eign firm Eastern Duty Free without Бе conducted on Tieng's alleged 
benefit of a public bidding. monopoly of contracts at the DFR 
"We view the lack of bidding, the “It would be laughable for Tieng 
projected losses and other anoma- to oppose the chocolate deal be- 
lous provisions in the contract with cause there was no public bidding. 
alarm... (We could be) thrown out All of his deals were negotiated 
and start begging in the streets contracts; they never went through 
"when the questionable contract re- public bidding,” he said. 
sults in financial hemorrhage for Вер. Rolex Suplico (Ind., Iloilo) 
the ПЕР" the association said. said the management of the DFP 
‘The employees earlierfiled agraft and the Philippine Tourism Authori- 
complaint against former Tourism гу had a lot of explaining to do. 
Secretary Roberto Pagdangananand  Suplico noted that the deal “vir- 
DFP general manager Michael Kho tually gave the foreign firm (EDF) a 
‘who had approved the deal. TheDF- monopoly over the supply of choco- 
PEA claimed the deal could mean — latesand snacks to DFP outlets.” 


What is really 
great-looking 
skin? 


по sun spots or discoloratipn Too ideal? Yes, but not impossible. At Men's 
«| Skin Centre, we help you achieve and maintain the 
ideal skin -- really healthy and great-looking. 


With technologically advanced treatments, 
our professional skincare consultants, in-house 
dermatologists, and well-trained therapists will give 
you the ultimate skincare service and the most 
amazing results. 


For really great-looking skin, call Men's Skin 
Centre NOW for a FREE consultation! 


MEN'S 
SKIN 


CENTRE 


(a division of Facial Care Centre) 


oozing with health 
or Wrinkles... М, and vitality! 


L 892 -SKIN (7546) For Great-Looking Skin 


= A осн изка 
MAKATI ORTIGAS QUEZON CITY SHAW. ALABANG BINONDO PAMPANGA 
зө GT Tower зы Robinson's УЕ Cedar э Sunshine Square зи Саралаев Und 0-1 Cy TEL 981-3404 TEL 233-769) 
Equitable Tower [2567] Plaza 925 Plaza Tower зе Dan's мно Bldg Unit 1203 Keppel Contre 


THE ROYAL EMBASSY OF SAUDI ARABIA 
398 Senator Gil Puyat Avenue Extension, Makati City 
telephone number 890-97-35 


INVITATION TO BID 


Correction 


IN YESTERDAY'S issue, a Metro 
story on Page A23—"Body of lit- 
tle’ angel found on condo's 
roof"—erroneously reported that 
а fetus was found on the roof of 
the 25-story LPL Manor building. 
in Makati City The fetus was 
found on the ledge of the build- 
ingsfifth floor. 

Readers may send their requests for 
correction of factual errors И wrt 
to Gerry Lirio, city editor, Philippine 
Daily inquirer, PD! Building, Chino 
Roces Avenue comer Mascardo Street, 
Makati City; fax Nos. 897-4793/9. 
етай  addresses:glirio@inqui 
скат and. dordekGinqur- 

‘Coniplaints about lack of fairness 
ог objectivity may be sent to Haul Pal- 
abrica, readers advocate, the same ad- 
dress and fox numbers as those of the 
iy editor, and e-mail addressrpal- 
abrica@inguirercom.ph. 


Invitation is given to all specialized and accredited bidders 
to participate in the tender for the supply, delivery and 
installation of furniture requirements of the Embassy's new 
Chancery located at 128 H.V. Dela Costa corner Sanchez & 
Bautista Streets, Salcedo Village, Makati City. 


Bid documents may be procured from the Embassy 
through а non-refundable payment of US DOLLARS FOUR 
HUNDRED - (US$400.00). Look for Mr. Al Ayafi. 


Sealed Bids shall be submitted to the Embassy together 
with a bank guarantee equivalent to one percent (1%) of the 
bid amount on or before October 09, 2004. 


FrompageAl 


end, when public utility jeepneys in 
Metro Manila will be equipped with 
the Philippine National Police's latest 
gadget against thieves. 

Director Avelino Razon Jr, National 
Capital Region Police Office chief, came. 
up with the blinkers proposal following 
complaints from transport groups 
about what they said was the worsen- 
ing problem of jeepney robberies. 

“The idea is to give jeepney drivers a 
tool with which toalert policemen,” Razon. 
told the Iuquiex in a telephone interview, 

If he had his way, the official said, 
he would have every passenger jeep- 
ney outfitted with a blinker as a stan- 
dard device. But drivers who couldn't 
afford it might try or suggest alterna- 
tive alarm gadgets, he added. 

(Alternative gadgets may also be fa- 
vored by drivers whose vehicles al- 
ready sport a hundred blinking lights 
inside and out. On the other hand, 
sound alarms will certainly just drown 


MONDAY,: 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2004; 


Jeepney ааа Call cops: 


in, or be mistaken as part of, blaring: 
disco or rock music that’s standard irf 
jeepneys servicing mostly student stude: 
ded zones. Whatever) 

The NCRPO chief said the тай 
quirement was that the driver should: 
be able to activate the device discreet’: 
ly and immediately, possibly by justi 
pressing a button. 

А driver could even jump the gun оп! 
robbers by activating the gadget as soon ag’ 
опе or two persons on board start acing * 
suspiciously, Razon said. He promised that 
a patrol officer would be readily available © 
to deal with thesituation 

In short, the suspected thief will be 
checked out at once. The official as- 
sured the public that policemen 
would not automatically go for the: 
worst-dressed passenger. 

Besides blinkers, the NCRPO will 
soon implement a "checking system” 
at vehicle terminals, similar to the 
one already in place at airports. Offi-* 
cials said transport group representa- 
tives may be tapped for the job. 


The Mitsubishi Outlander uses the same drive-line as the rally-proven Lancer Evolution to give you maximum grip on the road at all times. 
And with the INVECS II Sportronic transmission, you get the sporty shifting of a manual and the clutchless convenience of an automatic. 


Lancer Evolution derived All-wheel Drive System 


* MMAD 1-DIN Single In-Dash 
CD Player with Equalizer. 


Additional Center Speakers* 


мпвоввн OQUTLLANDER | 
Ернат олт aroives: d 


+ 
"Dealer option for the Upgraded model « Powerful 4664 2.4L SOHC 16-Valve Multi-Point Injection System 
Photo may vary from actual unit / Specifications may change without prior notice. 


Now you can get the Mitsubishi Outlander through the BPI Auto Madness promo! 


UN та жөк 


SRP 60 72 |. DP 


Първа е) Ouiandar Upgraded | тава | stam | E 


AL plans siue о ВР! Family Bars approva! 


d — Hurry! Promo until September 30, 2004 only! 


* Leather/Fabric Seats 
Combinatlon* 


yn Outlander and got 
"o Limited elton 
 RALLIART Eyewour by Rudy Project 


Soo your noarost Mitsubishi doalor now! 


Por DTLNCR Purma No4236. Sonos of 2004 


aho waa CTMOTORE, ис мала тө, EONS ис Laa Ptaa тв мә за DAMOND MOTON COM мы НЫ нос ОН DUONG MOTOR COR Den e à a TS SOND ОТОН CO 
NEC tata Пы ми een eh LULONDLALUEE UCAN RUOTE CORP Ба. ose Lage To Hon SWS" ет CALEB OTOA CONF Raga Cy М BARI ATI САЛОН, 
E ма ug ere fot esos CMINORLD NE ore ares тып aW CARWORLE ВЕ orga e Ks ALII СИ Салит. т ee te 
QD кый тзгн DIO BALES OF EADANATUAN COR Caos поз t жэ > ess PALEMAN MOTOR SALES ata ta ли i UOI BET MOTOR CORP Das Cot 
Vu stris RP АЕ CORE et е DO ve VGAVIS DEALERS: покори ss uae tsuneo Кш eae TON CEON CORA a en О 


тъ: 


MITSUBISHI 
MOTORS 


апа right body weight. 


i «тһе nurturing learning environment 


Each day, we help your children 
learn something to prepare them 
for the rest of their life. 


Reediey International School 


А Singapore- Anu m Со-ей School 


In this family-oriented community of educators committed to developing 
your child's potentials asa person, learner, and citizen: 


ед world-standard academic program The low teacher : student ratio enhances 

integrates Singaporeans'high standards classroom interaction, and strong teamwork 

in Math & Sciences and Americans’ between faculty and familesis encouraged. 
exceptional communication skills. [Exe dy жоли арра 

and learning resources provide a solid 

foundation for further studies in leading 


develops social and leadership skills 
local and foreign institutions. 


and creative and critical thinking. 


Classes in Mandarin and other foreign languages also offered. 


SCHOOL LEVELS : 
Grades 1-4 (Lower School) 
Grades 5-7 (Middle School) 
Grades 9-12 (Upper School) 


Pasig Boulevard comer 
Rosemarie Lane, Pasig City 
Telephone: 671-8982 to 85. 
E-mail fis@reedleyschool com 
‘Website: www.reedieyschool.com 


Intel® Pentium® 4 Processor 
with 1MB L2 Cache and B00MHz 


15" black monitor 


40 Gb 7200 rpm Harddisk Drive 


256 МВ PC400 DDR Memory 
52x black CD-ROM Drive 
[3 


FS 
Intel® 865G Chipset micro ATX Mainboard 


Study in America 


The AEO Tour 


If you want to learn more about 
education opportunities in the United States, come to the 


AMERICAN EDUCATION EXHIBITION 
This will be your opportunity to discuss: 


admission requirements, curriculum, scholarships, 
carreer planning, financial assistance, housing, costs, 
sports & activities, work study, ESL programs. 


Representatives from 
State Universities, Catholic Universities, 
Christian Universities, 
Independent Universities and Colleges, 
Two Year College & Boarding Schools 
A are available. 


‘MANILA 
Friday, September 17 
Time: 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
Makati Shangri-La Hotel 


Exhibition: Makati Ballroom 


ADMISSION IS FREE - 


Interview Sessions and Exhibitions 


“premier 


PROVIDER 


Intel” Solutions from 
a Technology Professional 


n 
child's future. 


The X-Station 2 Value Series 
powered by Intel® Pentium® 4 
Processor wiih HT Technology. 


with HT Technology 2.80GHz k 

COMPUTER 

<) SHOP OF THE YEAR| 
FOR20031 =: 


ahi 
intel® Extreme Graphics 2 Display on board 
4 AC97 codec on board / Multimedia Speakers 


See posters & flyers for more details. 
We also accept regular or deferred financing through major credit cade. 


HOTLINE: 725 8888 
(ЗАМ - GPM, Mon. to Sat.) 


website: www.pcx.com.ph 
email: sales@pcexpress.com.ph 


RECISION* 


ELECTRONICS 
Heavy Duty Time Recorders 


1ТЕ 
‘SYSTEMS 


Cell for FREE DEMO. 
892-9073 to 77 


Panasoni! 


| |РАВХ | 


intel Communication Corp. 
7S2 Fus Ar ia Cs. Мата 


ТУФ, 7364206 7334687. 


БИ лы 
эсте Wa eru 


эдей tor Miether 7 светне 
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Sales/ 


COPIERS zu. 


080 Canon Olivetti s Savin 
Also Available : LIQUID COPIERS 


воан 1Hg/2Shonzon/tCanton 
353 Bangor 
ADN Singapore. 
303 Singaporon 
103и Kuala Lump 
ОЗН Saigon Frea And Easy 
EDIN Mystical india 

‘European Adventure 


pono токат 


'aysialndonesia 


TRAVEL а TOURS 


чеона piana таарч 
ен 


vat hen 624-7121 « 624-4288 


GO WITH THE NAME YOU KNOW! 


Sid 


VERNON TAPALLA'S 


COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALISTS 
and THE WRITING INSTITUTE 


SOc 


RETA Tro Success & Contdence Buióng Program 
А ЯЖ On Speech Improvement. Ellecive 
Set.Presentatons & Personalty Development 
ЭРА On Grammar & Conrersotonai Engish 
ESL. On Pubic резко & Leadershp Training 
КОТА On Busness & Technical rang, 
AFA On Feature & Create Watrg 
EISE On Spoech, Grammar, Розе Speaking, 
Contdence Big, Personalty Devt 
+ Rearing and Comprehension for Kids 


PRVATETUTORNG E CORPORATE TRANG ARE AVAILABLE 
MAKATI - 845-0886 1753-104) ALABANG - 753-4048 


BICIEROENR 


the HOTTEST laundry franchise in town: 


Lov VANDERA. 


| avanpega 


for only 


"345,000.00 


Franchise Foo, Дик Inventory, Training, 
Basie Construction, LII 


Furia Sigon кн eie 


NOW AVAILABLEATTHEFOLLOWING «81800, BRANCHES: 
ISABELA BRANCH 
Porc 
po 
Sec enm dou Cat билим. 


Sates San Ferara Paria 
тантра secos Cle 017854727 


ПИАНО uy Callow: B34 4 236/631 1678/ 
[35:777 nd 910 8215 to 16 
base ananasom O Tent: ВПВЕ 


‘ra arenon. rp Cea, 
Рен ст Pio аа. 


OFFICE AUTOMATION 


COPYSTAR 
«€» CLEAR POWDER COPIER 
wl Reducer & Enlarger for Only P18,000 


_, Canon 
E] 10320 


8997104 - 8997101 го 03 
: 8997045 - 8997075 to 76 - 8997023 
MAIN OFFICE: COPYSTAR Bld, S48 JP. Rizal Ave, near си. Makati Ave, Makati Cay Fa: 
CEBU OFFICE: 178 Sansiangko S1, Cebu City Tel. Nos: 255.0804 » 256-3: 
PAMPANGA: Me Arthur Highway, Dolores, City of San Fernando Tel, Nos.: 963-5055 + 860-0383 


SELECTIVE RACKS 
E. 


RAVENDO | 


Uo Trucks trom DENMARK 


+ 500 Kg. Load Capacity 

+ Heavy Duty 8° 
Rubber Wheels 

+ Simple yet Sturdy 
Industral Design 


Са) dH ad Lu 
p 


MBO TOURS AND TRAVEL SERVICES 
1095 P. Ocampo сог. Conchu Sts Malate, Manila 
530-8234/521-4744/484-3581/522-1107/484-3582. 
109172757128 / 09193855354 


SHOP. UNWIND» ENJOY 


BANGKOK 5352: 


$ 37 


s 165 


3D/2N 
BORACAY w/airfare P5955 
PUERTOGALLERA P1555 
'HILIPPINE EXPLORER OUTLETS : 
IAIN OFFICE: TEXT 0927.325-2964 


12.3275/438.5165/438.3942 
{OBINSONS PLACE MANLA 302-0095/302-0126 


«iem 


Split Type Aircon 


Ween 


(Shp hp P18,500 


Call 886-6696 


ПОЕТ CANTON $105 TAIPEI (TAIWAN) $388] 
See tapes Л $153 #9 ду м сэу $508 
масло + SHENZHEN $4 28 KOREA + HONGKONG 630 
|iONGHONG(Buy 2 Take 1) $368| AUSTRALIA $578| 
Василе SCE BING 5370 USA-CRUDI RIES 5508 
[BANGKOK 5188 NEW ZEALAND 5858 
ВАМСКОК PATTAYA $230 EUROPEAN TOUR 51, 
BANGKOK HONGKONG $288 TELE XN EST 
MACAU 5168 арии И 
ISINGAPORE $270 Same 
БЕСС see A 

Besole $338 D 
[кыо ИШ Шил 5380 эпо eS E 
KUALA LUMPUR 5295 tex. 
$335 


* MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 13,2004 


TRAVEL PLAZA. ING 
Tuer P OCAMPT SEMAL AUN МАМИ A 
TELES 23-1485 /324-04137/324-14//7 


TIONAL [DOMESTIC РАСЖЛОЕВ 
cuo [Sew $106 [p 

BANGKOK PKG $193 во P7040 

SINGAPORE PKG3270 Бело та ука РУУ 


Раси INV нтс. 
ЖИРДА DL: VES 


SUPER SAVER PACKAGE 
HONGKONG via CANTON $108| 
[IN HKG + in Hz ем AC AU 5167 
BANGKOK $198/PHUKET $395| 
IK. LUMPUR $294|SINGAPORE $294| 
EUROPEAN ADVENTURE ИЗ AUSTRALIA PACKAGE $56 
XIAMEN $268|SHANGHAI $450) 
[BELING + SHANGHAI $763 BANGKOKIPATTAYA $241] 
BEIJING-SHANGHALXIAMEN $775| 
BANGKOK + PHUKET $431 


PROMO TICKET FARE 
LAXISFOISEA $640 [VANCOUVER — $640 
NYCICHIWAS $773 | NEW ZEALAND $795 
EUROPE — $720 [AUSTRALIA — $495 
TORONTO — $815 | DUBAI 3585 


SEVEN SEAS TRAVEL AND TOURS | 
nit 1561 Cx SY DIAMOND віро. LIBERTAD, PASAY CIV 

Ti sos: ро ае ите Дъ Mle a ШЫП 
mit ашанын comm satio сот 


- HONGKONG • 
51085155 $165 


TICKET ONLY: 


ноноконо 157. 
BANGKOK. 175 Vancouver 705| 
SINGAPORE 227 Svome 442 
токо 392 EUROPE 671 


LOCAL PACKAGES & DOMESTIC TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE 
SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OR CALL: PIAA 


MAGELLAN WORLD TRAVEL, INC. са 


TELS: 522-4809 to 11 « 52 57 
FAX мол 526-5658 


BUDGET, РАЗКАЗ ЕЗ 


| EUROPEAN ADVENTURE $1998 | 
i HOLY LAND $1298 _ 
HKG-+S7N+CANTON $108 | BANGKOK ~ 5195 
SHENTHEN 5153 | SINGAPORE 5280 
[HONSKONG + SHENZHEN $155 | KUALA LUMPUR 5297 
MACAU+SZNGHAG — 9199 | SIN+KUL+IND $340 
I PROMO TICKETS d 
LOSANGELES/SFO $615|HONGKONG $150 
VANCOUVER — $615 BANGKOK. 
HONOLULU $615 [SINGAPORE 
NEW YORK 3750 ТОКТО 
TORONTO. $795 KUALA шити $235 
IDNDONMASIRNCUE S665/AUSTRALIA 5485 
PIEST TIME UO RANT PARES AY VER Low PRICEN 
Tou mar nom mare apte 
TEL. 


MALE нон гат 
токтой Оки Атон TOURS 


AIR TRAVEL GUIDE & TOURS, 1 INC, 
2nd Floor Unit C Devis Bldg. 


"Tol ст 
темек 223-0334 Сей Ma 0917-5274632 
(ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 


E3W Special Promo Package 
BANGKOK 


LD 


Tel- Nos.. 8138: 8335 с ог 16935339 
TUE 


nus? AA 
.HKG- SHENZHEN. d inne pisi d 


|a» BANGKOK s198 Gp Кий 3 
IX CRI MARE 
Sois HEG- SHENZEN. t 

Hao BANGKDICHKG- 

‘us BAN 

ЛЕНЕ гора 9 Bein 


7х Ер Г 


Fares 


ТАА racer 


AYNILAD WATER SERVICES, INC. 
GIF MWSS Compound, Eng Пи 
Katipunan Haad. Balara, астап Сау, Philippines 1100 
"Tel. Хо, 920-5521 to 49 loc. 3122, 3552 


Tuloy-Tuloy Ang Serbisyo 


18-HOUR WATER CUTOFF IN 
PARANAQUE AND LAS PINAS 


Portions of Рагайацие and Las Piñas will have no water for 18 
hours from 11:00 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2004 until 5:00 p.m., 
Thursday, September 16, 2004. 

The water service interruption is due to the replacement of a 450mm 
gate valve at Bonifacio St. comer Tramo Road, Bgy. San Dionisio, 
Parafiaque City. 

Affected areas are: 

А. PARANAQUE CITY 

1. Quirino Ave. and Tramo Rd. from Pelaez to Las Pitas-Parallaque 
Boundary 

-Along Bonifacio St. from Pelacz to Sucat road; along 
Kabihasnan and Kabihasnan Ext, and Jalleville Subdivision 
2: Sucat Road/Dr. A. Santos Ave. from Pelaez to Lopez Ave. 

-SM Supermall Sucat; Gatchalian Subdivision I; along Palanyag 

Road and Canaynay; Don Jose Green Court; Bernabe, Cruz, and De La 
Cruz compounds; Villanueva Village; Clarmen Village; Villa Lourdes; 
Fortunate Village and Garden City; Salvador Estate; Woodsrow and 
Mihara Subdivisions; Topland and Sandeville Subdivisions, San Antonio 
Valley 6, 11, 12, 14 and 15; and Equity Homes 1, 2 and 3 

B. LAS PINAS CITY 

1. Along Quirino Ave. from Parallaque-Las Piñas Báry. to Alabang- 
Zapote Road 

2. Along Zapote-Alabang Road 

-Tuxzon Subdivision, San Isidro Subdivision, Cristeta Compound. 
and Pamplona Park 

3. Naga Road 

-Casimiro and Evergreen Subdivisions; Vergonville and 

Mcritville Subdivisions; Santos Homes І, 2 and 3; Miranda Compound 

Mapayapa Village; Ecotrend Villas; Veraville and Dona. 

Paz Subdivisions; St. Joseph and Пойа Isabelita; Luzada/ Velasquez 

Compound; Gatchalian Subdivision; Airmens Subdivision; Mariinville 
Subdivision; and Topsville Subdivision 

Affected customers are advised to store water good for the water 
service interruption. They may also call the Maynilad Water hotline 


1626 for the water-rationing schedule, 


AN HKG + AN SHENZHEN ш $1 88 
HONGKONG w inr 2 12 5213 


MACAU: $265 


SHANGHAI 4D $380 
OTHER CHINA PACKAGES ALSO AVAILABLE 
TIKG/SZN+ BKK $290 
HKG/SZN+SIN 5089 5335, 

$360 


BANGKOK First НІ 04; $187 
вик 5 $439 
BKK+SGN s $488 
SINGAPORE 4D viz $290 
ЖӨНӨШ Ай Sa $340 


JAKARTA 3D $368 
BALE ra $418 


350. 


Зва | 220 | JAKARTA 


HONGKONG SINGAPORE 


Фрей» 
au» 


ЪШСЕТ ТАР 


ОРЕМ ТНЕ САТЕ 
... AT YOUR COMMAND 


SHANGHAT 
[HONOLULU 
Pcs anceues| 
EW YORK 
‘GUAM 
ансо 
зоне 


EUROPE 


Ес тез toed com ph йе wanna nes com 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ARE ACCEPTED 


» We will match any lower airfare or tour package + 
Domestic tickets and tour packages available 


` sheng Ge 
+ Access Boe (boom Gate 

+ Overhead Garage Door 

Residential, Commercial & Industiol Models 
CONVENIENCE AND SECURITY AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 


MONTAJ тесното, .| 


PBD Bldg. # 27 Don Alejandro Roces Aven Q. С. 


We asas at yos passport va, and oer docuneraten needs 


Tel. Nos. 374-2448 & 411-7300 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Not enough 
ree i 
е famil 
Усаны, 
Commando 3003 


Car Washer! * 90 ВАҢ/1305 PSI + 2.5 НР. 
Multi-Purpose оста Е 


56 бу! DNEY | 
Asi D N 1 2150 9001 ? PILGRIMAGE $795. 65 Royal Garden 

i sertifie a nz à |AD/3N Dep. Every Tue & Sat 
es Oe eaten pese EXT ee NÉ $635 soe 


тея sues semoce | Fulicerd пен RT Толев OUR 
айу service, Women and even men сап have | whi tere asia ЕЕЕ кеча 
te lat sexy brow and lips we ever wanted. ee Ho Тата Pss Н белн м ы ннн и 


Everybody can look their best ай the time, CLEANC! 


SERVICES OFFERED) Соммеяс EZ CTY EROS вв QUAE Та палата B 
y Бога ери ue тер cane т: AE МА con ROOSEVELT АЕ Та ИШ, ЛИЗ 
Tat) еа пара IIIIIIIIIIITIIIIIIIIIIITIYTTIIIYIIY! 
M брошю | | -voue 


{Si сачомней Mansions 
3 USt cue TREATMENT 
ML 807-1009 8436197 


a = ЧАЙ TRUSTED ALL OVER THE WORLD 


RTS REMOVAL v ee фойд» 
a зоо ў | |PUlmo-Aide Compact Compressor 
А ilbiss U.S.A.) 2 


* Pediatric Aerosol Mask 
+ Disposable Nebulizer Kit 
«ди Filter 

WOES + Carrying bag 


E Ne Reliable, Affordable XL Ше ey 
for ASTHMA & Other Respiratory Disorders| | Esras one Ho Ferhat tin acer. 


Sema ees нын Stewie ие A enberl 
medical center trading corporation’ антре empiece minas с дам 


WE REM мна RI man ин вена аы гъбата NO FRANCHISE FEE / NO ROYALTY FEE. 
опо mnt 
Е А I3. "Ihe one stop shop for all your Water Treatment Need 


лева тегс Stores Набочеае 
ALOT AWAY FROM поза GALLERIA Г == саду. SEPTEMBER 18, 2004 


FOR RESERVATION, CONTACT RUTH ré 716-6998 


Зли ofice, commercial & 
residential condom 


J Leading Condo Developer 
(Presidential Awardee) 


meme eS THINKING ABOUT 
es YOUR CHILD'S 


ar а. “шш FUTURE 


C1B6 | Beijing, Shanghai 6 Days Thurs. & Sat. 
Thursday 
‘Saturday 
Saturday 
Bling Xian, Shanghai, Guilin 6 - 10. las Thursday 
M | Yangtze River Cruise 5 Days Sunday 
DH-4 | Putuo, Shanghai 4 Days 
"FSHi , Korea, Shanghai 7 Days 
SH1 |ShanghaiFree& Easy 4Days Daily 


е have the most comprehensive itinerary 
for China. Also handle incentive tour, golf tour, 


Kumon seeks to make children's dreams attainable 

by equipping them with the necessary skills to 
realize their potential. For them to be the future 
doctors, lawyers, architects, professors, or even 
nation leaders, their education should be one of the 
foremost thoughts in our minds. Kumon has helped 
millions of parents support their child's studies and enable 
these young ones to reach their goals. 


- trade exhibit & convention tour. And accept 
|2" hotel and air ticket booking thru out China. 


479 - 481 Sto. Cristo Street, Binondo, Manila. 
Tels.: 242-2585 Trunk line Fax : 242-2650 ; 242-2652 


Yir raa Müpi/Awwwopandatoureom © тыз, 


The "THINKING FACE" inside the KUMON logo represents the faces of children who learn, think and grow within Kumon 
Centers. it also represents the faces of instructors who are constantly thinking about the children and developing 
themselves in the process. Everyone involved in KUMON thinks about education very seriously, wants to learn more 
from children, has the innate desire to grow alongside with others, and to put ай these into practice. 


Gat in touch with the center nearest you for inquiries about our 


: il 
For Elegance Free 2-Week Trial Program Get a Kumon bag when you enrol 
Inquire at the Kumon Center 
Comfort and For Math and Reading вака ўр 
cae scheduled on Sept. 16 - 30, 2004. 
Convenient 
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SUBMERSIBLE DEEPWEELL PUMPS 


For: 
Residentials. 
Commercial Buildings. 
Farms 
Subdivisions 
Industrial Plants 
Golf Courses 
General water supply 


Built Tough 
Durable 
Economical 
Easy Installation 
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Available in 4", 6”, 8" 


By T) Burgonio 


TAIWAN is steering clear of a possible 
international dispute over am agree- 
ment between the Philippines and С 
па to conduct a seismic survey around 
the disputed Spratly islands to hunt for 
potential oil and gas reserves. 


(GEN 
first ald kit 


PORTABLE TYPE 


Your complete 
(indoor & outdoor, 


n a LIFE! 


Tiie head of the Taiwan Economic 
and Cultural Office in Manila has asked 
all claimant-countries to the Spratlys, 
including Vietnam, Malaysia and 
Brunei, to address the issue through 

“peaceful negotiations.” 

“Lurge all parties to respect the princi- 
ple of peaceful negotiations and [adopt] 
а peaceful resolution to manage 
the issue, and to respect each oth- 
ers interest and consent,” Teco 
chief Hsin-hsing Wu said. 

Hsin, who had earlier urged 
the Philippine government to ex- 
press “verbal support” in the up- 
coming General Assembly for 
Taiwan's fresh bid to join the 
United Nations, declined to com- 
ment on Vietnam’s criticism of 
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‘Aalnbioinal_§fmercury drug Sieros Nationwide 


WARNING 


a three-day official visit to thank the 
government for helping the strife- 
torn former Portuguese colony estab- 
lish its independence and to seek 
stronger cooperation on trade. 

‘The 1996 Nobel Peace Prize laure- 
ate, who is expected to arrive tomor- 
row, will call on President Macapagal- 
Arroyo, his Philippine counterpart 
Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo, 
Energy Secretary Vincent Perez, Edu- 
cation Secretary Florencio Abad and 
other officials. 
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Taiwan urges restraint on Spratlys issue 


the agreement. 

Vietnam's foreign ministry had ac- 
cused Manila and Beijing of deviating 
from a November 2002 agreement be- 
tween China and the 10-member Asso- 
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean) to avoid any activities that may 
heighten tensions there. 

Tt also demanded information on the 
agreement which was hammered out 
during President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
state visit to China early this month. 

The “pre-exploration research sur- 
vey" would entail three years of collec- 
tion, analysis and processing of seismic 
data and would cost both the state- 
owned oil firms of the Philippines and 
China some $7 million, officals said. 

Gilberto Asuque, spokesperson of the 


E Timor exec coming to say thanks 


This will be the first official visit by 
Ramos-Horta, who had visited Mani- 
laa number of times but not in his ca- 
pacity as foreign minister, foreign af- 
fairs officials said. 

President Fidel М Ramos had 
barred  independence-advocate 
Ramos-Horta from attending a con- 
ference on East Timor in 1994 and 
from speaking at a meeting of NGOs 
during the Asia Pacific Economic Co- 
operation forum in Manila in 1996, 
for fear this would harm relations 
with Indonesia 

During his visit, Ramos-Horta is 
expected to witness the signing of a 
slew of agreements and memoran- 
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E 
Department of Foreign Affairs, defen? 
ed the agreement, stressing that It” 
merely entailed a survey and not an б 
ploration for resources. а 

Romulo, in a press briefing after My” 
Arroyo's state visit, had said that the” 
seismic survey in some areas of thé? 
South China Sea would not encroach 
on the claims of the countries pushitg., 
for their rights in the Spratlys. 

The foreign secretary also said ihe" 
Philippines and China would consult" 
with the other claimants on the seismi¢” 
undertaking during talks slated later’ 
this month “for better understanding 

The Spratlys straddle vital shipping 
lanes and fishing grounds, and are b 
lieved to be siting on vast oil and gas’ 
reserves. 


а 


2 


и: 
2 
da of understanding on trade, for- 
eign affairs and energy, among oth- 
exs, between East Timor and the 
Philippines, foreign affairs officials 
said. 

"Minister Horta has informed me 
that as part of his visit here, he wants 
to express the East Timorese people's 
appreciation for our concern and as- 
sistance inthe establishment of Timor 
Leste (East Timor) as an independent 
state,” Romulo said. 

East Timor became a fully indepen- 
dent republic on May 20, 2002, fol- 
lowing approximately two-and-a-half 
years under the authority of the UN 
‘Transitional Administration. 


Sleep problems can be 


DANGEROUS! 


‘To most people, sleep is just a phase within a person's day, and the difficulty 
‘of getting enough sleep might not sound alarming... BUT IT SHOULD. 


RP not sending 
troops to Iraq, 
DFA assures OIC 


FOREIGN Secretary Alberto Romulo has as- 
sured the Organization of the Islamic Confer- 
ence that the Philippines was not considering 
dispatching Filipino troops to Iraq. 

Romulo made it clear to the ambassadors 
and charge d'affaires of the 13 OIC member- 
countries that the government was “пос con- 
templating sending another humanitarian con- 
Члдепе to the war-torn state, officals said. 

The ambassadors and charge d'affaires 
paid a courtesy call on Romulo at the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs on Friday after his re- 
cent appointment as head of the DFA. 

Officials under previous DFA chief Delia Al- 
bert had said the Philippines was considering 
sending another humanitarian contingent to 
Iraq under the aegis of the United Nations. 
They later took this back. 

"The Philippines withdrew its S1-man contin- 
gentin late July to save the Ше of Filipino truck 
river Angelo de la Cruz who had been seized by 
Iraqi militants and threatened with beheading. 

Romulo affirmed the Philippines "special re- 
lationship” with the ОС member-countties, de- 
seribing it as “warm, strong and productive." He 
also thanked Malaysia and Brunei for sending 
+ monitoring teams to observe the cease-fire be- 

tween government 
troops and separatist 
rebels in Mindanao 
and Sulu. 

“Because of you; 
what were once com- 
batants now sit at a 
table discussing 
peace,” Romulo said. 

Оп behalf of the 
diplomats, Libyan 
Ambassador Salem 
Adam expressed the 
ОС counties sup- 
port for Romulos 
leadership at the DFA. 

"We are confident 
of the future knowing. 
the vast experience 
you have in govem- 
ment service and we 
hope your leadership 
will be long-lasting,” 
officials quoted Adam 
as telling Romulo. 

Aside from Adam, 
those who called on 
Romulo were Ambas- 
sadors Saber Abdel 
Kader Mansour of 
Egypt, Jalal Kalantari 
of Iran, Ltikhar Hus- 
sain Kazmi of Pak- 
istan, Ibrahim Abdul- 
rahman al-Meghais- 
seb of Qatar, Mo- 
hammed Ameen Weli 
of Saudi Arabia and 
Ebrahim Abdullah al- 
Jowaid of the United 
‘Arab Emirates. 

Charges d'affaires 
Mohammad Jafar 
Undin of Bangladesh, 
Haji Haris Haji Tuah 
of Brunei, Alexander 
Laturiuw of Indone- 
sia, Salah A.A.M. Al- 
Bannai of Kuwait, 
Mahinder Singh of 
Malaysia and Oyebo- 
la Kuku of Nigeria 
were also present. 7 
Burgonio 
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Not getting enough sleep can decrease people's performance and concentration. 
Italso пав serious health complications. 
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Proven in the US to: 


«Promote goodhealth sleep 
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* Boost he Immune System. 


* Delay the onset of degenerative diseases such as. 
cataract, macular degeneration, Alzheimer's 
disease, Parkinsonism, arthritis; cancer and hear 
tdisease. (Potential anti-aging effects) 


FOR MORE INFO, CALL THE 
MELATONIN-T HOTLINE : 815-3239 
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«È BECOME А GLOBALCHEF 


Diploma in Culinary Craft (1 year) 

Ве a Globalchef-. Work & Study in Singapore. 

[Perfect for young, disciplined and artistic high school graduates aged 
[16 - 19 who are ready to take up the global chef challenge. No experience 
Inceded. 

jork & Study 

[There is no better way to learn the craft than to practice И daily to perfection, 
[Classroom education is rotated with apprenticeship at top restaurants In Singa- 
рог. You will study for 4 hours and work a minimum of 4 hours every day 
learning а monthly apprenticeship allowance of approximately 099300 
055500). a total of about USS3600 (596100) over 12 months. Е 
[East and West Cuisine 

[The curriculum is designed to teach the basic skills & knowledge of 
[culinary craft in East & West cuisines. Upon graduation, you will 

have the option of working in the USA and UK for 12-15 months. ` 

(Ог you could proceed to take the Advanced Culinary Placement 
Diploma offered by at-sunrice/Johnson and Wales University. 


[Tuition Fees - US$7,000 (S$12,000)_, x 
The future is in your hands. John Robert Powers SE. 


repe 
[I x г ONRAD SERILUS 
has a program for you to make it happen! t | | i E ii 


и = MANDARIN І 
Modeling. Acting. Personal Development. Advanced Culinary Placement ‘Diploma (2 years) 
Executive Grooming. Work & Study In Singapore to be a Globalchef Obtain a global qualification, 


в а |master East and West culsine and work а top hotels. 
Earn the worldwide John Robert Powers Diploma. 


[The ACP is based on proven German and Swiss training models - the foundation of many 
cau Now. 892 9511 


аточ master chefs, That's why every month of study is rotated with 3 months of appren- 
Iticeship at top hotels such as the Four Seasons, Conrad, InterContinental, Ritz-Carlton and 
Marriott. This rotation is repeated over 24 months. 

www.johnrobertpowers.com 

Casmer Building, 195 Salcedo St. 

Legaspi Village, Макай 
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[20-25 year-olds with a diploma In hospitality or culinary arts; or 3 years’ kitchen experience. 
IScholarship & Work Allowance 

Partial scholarships worth US$4,500 (558,000) each will be awarded to outstanding appli- 
(сал. You will earn a monthly apprenticeship allowance of approximately USS440 (5$750), a 
total of about US$10,550 (S$18,000) over 2 years. 

lWork In the USA & UK. 

|Upen graduation, at-sunrice will facilitate visa and work placement in America and Europe 
егоист. our international partnerships. Start in Singapore, study for 2 years, work in America 
(ог 18 months, then head to Europe for another 18 months. 

[Tuition Fees - US$23,500 (S$40,500). Students may opt to use apprenticeship allowance tò 
offset tho tuition fees. 

International Education 


7». 2/F Trafalgar Plaza. H.V. de la Costa SI 
Tel: 819-1001/02: Fax: 811-8377: E-mail: intered @info.com, 


Congratulations to Karen Agustin, 2nd Runner Up, 
"MODEL OF THE YEAR" at IMTA New York, July 2004. Salcedo Village, Makati 
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SSS offers loan amnesty 


fended the planned it would allow the 
increase in member 555 to provide better 


contributions saying service and sustain Bureau 


"They just need to 
pay interest and the 
principal. Penalties 
will be condoned," 
Gregana said. 


ntroducing; 


FINALLY THE CREDIT CARD 
j THAT ANSWERS YOUR NEEDS AND MORE. 


* The LOWEST monthly revolving interest of only 2.25% for 
basic purchases. " 
E + The LIGHTEST monthly payments of only 3.5% of your 
„ total balance. 
* The LONGEST monthly payment period of up to 54 days. 


All these plus the convenience of global acceptance. 
Live it up with East West Bank MasterCard. 


fi, Another sign of good things to complete your life. 
$ Call 719-8888 and avail now. 


?. PLUS! Your first year annual membership fee is WAIVED! 
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its operations. Jani 
Arnaiz, PDI Visayas 


Prices start at PRINT! 
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‘Synology 3-in-1 Server, an innovative and affordable 
Network Attached Storage (NAS) device for quick and easy storage, 
back-up and sharing of files for both Windows and Mac OS. 

+ upto 128 user accounts supported 

+ share USB 

+ shore USB extemal disk through network 
+ опе push button USB flash backup 

* 40/00 Lan connection 

*3 USB 20 pot supported 

ideal for Workgroup Не server backup 
server branch office server / print server 


cor. Araullo Sts, Addition Hills, San Juan, MM J 
Tel. Nos.: (632) 727-3009 loc. 1325 & 1326 : 
Fax Nos. (632) 727.2955 
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Building Relationships. Completing Lives. 


www.eastwestbanker.com 
Main Office: 5796 Ayala Ave. cor. Herrera SL, Salcedo Vill, Makati City 
Email: service@eastwestbanker.com 
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the WORLD NS 
25 killed, scores hurt in bloody Baghdad Sunday 


BAGHDAD—Militants pounded central Baghdad on Sun- pability to surprise the enemy the US military said. An Associat- Tawhid and Jihad, led by al-Zar- ^ AlArabiya broadcast videotije 

day with one of their most intense mortar barrages in the and hit its strategic installations ed Press reporter at the scene, qawi im the barrel of the showing its employee, Mazen © 
heart of the capital ever. Atleast 25 people died and тоге 3ttherighttimeand place” however, did not see any other Bradley's main gun. ‘Tumeizi, preparing to make a герой: 
than 100 were injüred, including some who were killed Мын snd sonar began vahide in the immediate vicinity Suddenly, a US Kiowa helicopter Suddenly, an explosion occurred be- 
when witnesses said an American helicopter fired at a raining down before dawn оп the of the burning Bradley. fired on the Bradley, trying to de- — hind him. He doubled over and bes 


Green Zone, which houses Iraqi The four US crewmen escaped stroy it to prevent insurgents fom gan screaming “Tm 
burning US vehicle surrounded by jubilant Iraqis celebrat- and US offices, and other parts of with minor injuries but came un- looting weapons and eem bcp) ing dying 


ing its destruction. central Baghdad. As the shelling der small arms and rocket-pro- on board, the military said. Health Ministry official Saad 

Elsewhere, a suicide attacker А militant group linked to al- continued after sunrise, US pelled grenade fire and called for Witnesses said several people Amili said 13 people were killed! 
detonated ап explosives-packed Qaida claimed responsibility for troops backed by armored vehi- air support, US officials said. milling around the Bradley includ- and 61 wounded on Haifa Street, 
Vehicle just outside Abu Ghraib the attacks in an Internet state- cles moved into the streets Jubilant fighters and young ing a correspondent for the Arabic Scattered shoes, pools of fresh! 
prison, killing himself but causing ment that could not be immedi- searching for the attackers. boys swarmed around the bum- language Al-Arabiya television sta- blood and debris littered the scene; 
ho other casualties, Не US military ately verified. The group led by А Bradley fighting vehicle ing vehicle, dancing, cheering tion, were killed. An Iraqi camera- Another 12 people died and 44, 
said. American guards had fired at M rushing down Haifa Street toas- and hurling firebombs. Several man working for Reuters and a were injured Sunday in other vit 
the vehicle as Е sped toward the held the initiative in the Iraqi in- sist a US patrol was disabled bya young men placedablackbanner freelance photographer for Getty lence across the city, abril 
front gate, the military said, surgency and possessed the “ca- car bomb shortly before 7 am. of Ще al-Qaida-backed group Images were also wounded. said, Ў 


US intel officer 
jailed for Iraqi 
prisoner abuse 


BAGHDAD—A twice-decorated US military. 


intelligence officer was jailed for eight 

months and discharged for bad conduct Sats. 

urday for abusing Iraqi prisoners, as US 
troops in Iraq marked the third anniversary of 

the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 

Specialist Armin J. Cruz, 24, of Plan, 

------- Texas, pleaded guilty at the start of his special 
court martial in Baghdad, but the military, 

judge did not deliver his verdict until Satur 


day afternoon. 

"He has been sentenced to reduction to pif 
vate, confinement for eight months and a, 
bad-conduct discharge. His confinement loca-, 
tion has not yet been determined,” said mili 
tary spokesperson Lt. Col, Steven Boylan. ` 

Cruz, attached to ће 502nd Military Intel. 
ligence Battalion, had pleaded guilty to order- 
ing soldiers to undress, handcuffing them and 
forcing them to crawl so their genitals 
scraped the floor, according to the military's, 
charge sheet. 

He also confessed to conspiring with mili- è 
tary police to cover up the abuse. 

A spokesperson said Cruz, who joined the 
army in September 2000, had indicated he 
would appeal the sentence. He had faeed a: 
maximum punishment of up to a year in jail, 
demotion to private, a fine of two-thirds of his; 
salary and a bad-conduct discharge. ' 

The abuses at Abu Ghraib prison that saw; 
Iraqi detainees beaten and sexually humiliat-' 
ed have been linked to new "ger-tough" inter- 
rogation methods issued by the Pentagon in, 
the aftermath of Sept. 11. 

Initially, the White House insisted that sexual’ 
and physical mistreatment at Abu Ghraib, which; 
rights groups have said amounted to torture, was 
limited to the seven military police prison guards 
‘who were the first to be charged. 

‘Twenty-seven military intelligence person-: 
nel have now been recommended for indict-, 
ment and US Defense Secretary Donald: 
Rumsfeld has said at least 45 people would: 
face court martial. 

The scandal has tarred the US reputation’ 
and proved a major hurdle in the war on ter- 
ror, providing a propaganda victory for the al 
Qaida network that carried out the attach 
three years ago. AFP. 


Huge explosion :* 
rocks N. Korean: | 
province—report 


SEOUL—A large explosion occurred in the 
northern part of North Korea, sending a huge 
column of smoke into the air on an important 
anniversary of the communist regime, a 
‘South Korean news agency reported Sunday. 

‘The South Korean government said it was 
trying to confirm the report of an explosion at. 
11 a.m. on Thursday in Yanggang province 
near the border with China. 

The Yonhap news agency carried conflict- 
ing reports from unidentified sources, with 
опе in Washington saying the incident could 
be related toa natural disaster such as а forest 
fire. It also cited a diplomatic source in Seoul 
as raising the possibility of an accident or a 
nuclear test. 

Yonhap later quoted Kim Jongomin, 
spokesperson for the presidential office, as 
saying: 

“Currently, we are trying to find out in de- 
tail the exact character, cause and size of the 
accident, but we don't think North Korea con- 
ducted a nuclear test.” 

Although North Korea is believed to be de- 
veloping nuclear weapons, international ex- 
perts would likely have been able to detect 
the test if one had occurred several days ago. 

“We understand that a mushroom-shaped 
cloud about 3.5- to 4-km in diameter was 
monitored during the explosion,” the source 
in Seoul told Yonhap. Yonhap described the 
source as “reliable.” 

Thursday was the anniversary of North Ko- 
rea's founding on Sept. 9, 1948. Leader Kim 
Jong-il uses the occasion to stage perfor- 
mances and other events to bolster loyalty 
among the impoverished North Korean popu- 
lation. 
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HONG KONG—Hong Kong people voted Sun- 
day in legislative elections, turning out solidly 
for contests expected to hand pro-democracy 
opposition figures more clout than any time 
since China reclaimed the territory in July 
1997. 

‘The campaign had been marred by scandal 
and alleged intimidation, and many voters 
were venting anger at Beijing’s recent deci- 
зїп ruling out full democracy in the near 
tems ^ 

Pro-lemocracy opposition candidates, 
viewed as troublemakers or even “traitors” by 
China, were projected to gain the most votes 
but fall short of a majority in the Legislative 
‘Council under an election system critics say is 
rigged. 

Half of the 60 seats were directly elected, 
with 3.2 million people eligible to vote, while 
the other half were picked by less than 
200,000 members of special interest groups 
such as business, law and accounting that 
tend to back Beijing. 

“Thope Hong Kong can be more democratic,” 
said Candy Chu, а 48-year-old arts and crafts 
teacher who marched in two massive protests 
that shifted the landscape of local politics. Chu 
backed the opposition 
and accused the other 


Polls were to stay 
open for 15 hours, 
with final results ex- 
pected Monday morn- 
ing. By midafter- 
noon, turnout for the 
directly elected seats 
had hit 23.26 percent, 
well ahead of that 
point n the 2000 elec- 
tion. 

Candidates fanned 
outinlast-minute ap- 
peals for votes. Some 
paraded — through 
restaurants, TV news 
cameras dose be- 
hind, to seek support. 
from locals eating 
lunches of dim 
sum—small Can- 
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JAKARTA—Indonesian po- tionshere.Inthebombing, awhite Westem targets including hotels, 
lice warned Sunday of more delivery _van—seen in security banks and embassies, Bachtiar said, 
suicide attacks after a truck Camera footage—swerved past a Тће motive behind Thursday's 
i " police truck outside the heavily for- bombing remains unclear. An Is- 
bomb killed nine people dolo bien 
ed wounded more than \iedembassy and thenexploded. lamic website posted a message 
ч On Saturday police said theyre- claiming Jemaah Islamiyah was 
„170 in front of the Aus- covered traces of TNT and sul- responsible, and said the attack 
tralian Embassy in Jakarta. —fur—chemicalsusedintheembasy was aimed at Australia, who sup- 
“There are тапу suicide bomb—from a Jakarta house rent- ported the US-led war in Iraq. 

*. , bombers still out there,” said a top ед in July by Azahari and Noordin Security has been stepped up 
police official, who refused to be ‘Top. The man who sold the white in Jakarta, with embassies adding 
named, “There is the possibility of van was also being interrogated. guards and barriers, and си 
another attack, but it's difficult to “We are still facing a terrorist some roads. 
predict where they will strike.” threat, especially from Azahari Тһе Australian Embassy warmed 

i^ Police said they were searching and Noordin Top,” said Police that more attacks “could not be 

fortwo suspected masterminds of. Chief Gen. Dai Bachtiar. “We are ruled out," and urged Australians to 
"Thursdays embassy attack who hunting them down." avoid the area around the mission, 

?  arestill believed to be in Jakarta. Newspapers quoted neighbors including the massive Rasuna apart- 

The men are believed to be assaying four men had rented the ments where a number of Westem- 
Malaysians Azahari bin Husin and house for five days and were seen ers live. The US Embassy e-mailed 
Noordin Top, who police allege аге | Joading boxes intoa pickup truck. similar warnings to Americans. 
bomb-makers and key members of “They reportedly kept to them- “Weve received reports by Ameri- 
the al-Qaida-linked Jemaah Is- selves venturing out only to pray cans that there are further threats in 
Jamiyah terror group, which has аса nearby mosque. that area,” Australian Ambassador 
been blamed for the attack. Interrogations of six would-be David Ritchie told reporters. "I would 
Investigators Sunday reenacted suicide bombers arrested in late urge residents of that complex to ... # 
the bombing at the blast site, атош- June revealed Ше pair had recruit-. take appropriate action, and that .INDONESIAN forensic experts reenact one of the events leading up to Thursday's bombing outside 


tine practice in criminal investiga- ed militants to launch attacks on could well involve leaving.” АР Austr Embassy in Jakarta. № 


| Police reconstruct events 
HARP in Aussie Embassy blast 


JAKARTA—Indonesian police Thursday's blast, ahead of elec- 
Sunday staged a reconstruction tions in Australia and Indonesia, 
of events leading up to a deadly Нав purportedly been claimed by 
а suicide bomb attack оп the Aus- Jemaah Islamiyah—blamed for 
ла (C  DAMAGEDFILES ~~ tralian Embassy in Jakarta as ап the October 2002 Bali bomb- 
intense manhunt continued for ings—as a warning to Canberra 
extremists believed to be plan- to pull troops out of Iraq. 
ning a second attack. Australia has announced 
e Е A small white van identical to. heavy security measures in re- 
Ape areata the vehicle used to deliver the sponse to the threat, while poten- 

ROOM FOR ERROR — ^ blast that kiled nine people and tial targets including Western em- 
injured about 180 in Thursday's bassies, hotels, commercial cen- 
attack, was placed in front of the tres and transport hubs around 
‘embassy in the hope of shedding Jakarta have been placed on high 
more light on the investigation. ает, 

Meanwhile, police have redou- Police hoped the reconstruction 
bled efforts to track down suspect- using the white van would help 
ed members of the Jemaah Is- them determine how the vehicle 
lamiyah group believed to be be- was blown apart, giving new clues 
hind the embassy strike. It is feared оп the assembly of the bomb, sus- 
they are recruiting for a follow-up pected to be the work of fugitive 
attack on the Indonesian capital, Malaysian extremists. ‘AFP 
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Arabs accuse US of spreading terrorism threat 


- CAIRO—Victims of the Sept. 11 
X attacks were mourned worldwide 
Saturday, but in the Middle East, 
*CArabs said Washington's support 
Тг Israel and the war on terror 
‘that began in the aftermath of the 
Т World Trade Center's collapse on- 
| Му fueled anger and violence. 
227 From Egypt to Yemen, Arabs 
Said the world had become less 


hijacked four passenger planes in 
the United States and used them 
tokill nearly 3,000 people. 
“Sept. 11 was a tragic day in 
our history because so many in- 
nocent people were killed at the 
hands of militants, who find a fer- 
tile ground in our region in view 
of the biased US policies toward. 
Israel and against Arab causes," 


capital, Amman. 

Arabs have long blamed US 
policies in the Middle East, in- 
cluding Washington's support for 
Israel in its conflict with the 
Palestinians, for fomenting the 
kind of anti-American hatred that 
could drive people to launch an 
attack of the magnitude of Sept. 
11, 2001, in New York and Wash- 


Howeidy called for critical self 
analysis from people in the Mid- 
Фе East and Islamic worlds “be 
cause those people who commit- 
ted the Sept. 11 attacks ... were 
(also) Muslims and Arabs.” 

“But... the problem is the Amer- 
ісапѕ don't want to criticize them- 
selves,” he told The: Associated 
Press. "They dont look at their 


Eafe during the three years since 
£5.19 militants from the Middle East 
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Greek Orthodox 
tleader dies in 


* helicopter crash 


ТЇ ATHENS—The Patriarch of Alexandria, Peter 
Vil, one of the most senior figures in the 
Greek Orthodox Church, was killed on Satur- 

* day along with 16 others in a helicopter crash 
in the Aegean Sea, church and government 
+ officials said. 

‘The patriarch, the spiritual leader of Greek 

Orthodox Christians in Africa, was heading to 

«the Mount Athos monastery in northern 
Greece, one of the holiest sites in Orthodox 
Christianity, in an army helicopter when the 
aircraft disappeared from radar screens. 

Military ships and planes launched a rescue 

ғ operation and found wreckage and bodies in 
the water 5.5 nautical miles off the Halkidiki 
peninsula where Mount Athos is located. 

Government spokesperson Theodore Rous- 

© sopoulos said the helicopter had delayed its 
* landing on Mount Athos because the patriarch 
had asked to first be flown over the site. 

Seven bodies had been recovered by late Sat- 
urday, but none had so far been officially identi- 
fied, the military said. A military source said the 

+ crash was almost certainly accidental in nature, 
but that its cause was still unknown. 

‘The Greek government confirmed the 
death of the 55-year-old patriarch, who was 
the second most senior figure in the Greek Or- 
thodox Church. А 

Prime Minister Costas Karamanlis expressed 
his “deep pain" at the death and said the crash 

+ was a “great loss for the Orthodox church, Hel- 
lenism, and the armed forces.” Monsignor. 
Christodoulos, head of the Greek Orthodox 
Church, spoke of his "great pain" following the 
accident, which took place about two hours into 
the flight to Mount Athos. 

i- UN Secretary General Kofi Annan was sad- 
dened to learn of the death and sent his con- 
dolences to the families of the crash victims 

“and to the Greek Orthodox. community, his 
spokesperson said. 

Sixteen other people were on board the 
Greek army Chinook helicopter: the patri- 
аген brother, several Alexandrian and other 
Orthodox clerics, and five crew members. 

‘An Australian, Bishop Nektarios of Madagascar, 
‘was among the dead, the foreign ministry said. 

Greek Defense Minister — Spilios 
Spiliotopoulos said rescuers were still recov- 
ering bodies from the sea among the heli- 
copter debris. A ship specialized in underwa- 
ter searches would arrive at the crash site on 
Sunday, he added. AFP 
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said 34-year-old banker Mah- 
moud Obeid in the Jordanian 


ington D.C. 


Egyptian columnist Fahmy 


policies and mistakes, ike the US 
position toward the Israeli-Pales- 


Hurricane kills at least 56 in Caribbean 


BULL BAY, Jamaica—Hurricane Ivan weak- 
ened slightly early Sunday after it left behind 
а trail of destruction in Jamaica and bore 
down on the Cayman Islands packing winds 
close to 249 kph, the US National Hurricane 
Center said. 

Ivan has killed S6 people across the 
Caribbean so far this week, including 34 in 
Grenada and 11 in Jamaica. 

Millions more people are in its path, with 
the Category 4 hurricane projected to go be- 
tween the Cayman Islands, make a direct hit 
оп Cuba and then either move into the Gulf of 
Mexico or hit South Florida. 

“If God doesn't help us, I think this is going 
to be extremely tragic," said Maria del Car- 
men Boza, a 65-year-old resident of Cojimar, 
a seaside community in Cuba once frequented 
by writer Ernest Hemingway. “All of Cuba is 
worried. This looks like it’s going to be really 
dangerous.” 

President Fidel Castro sought to assuage 
such concerns. 

“This country is prepared to face this hurri- 
cane,” Castro said Saturday night on state 
television, saying his government had mobi- 
lized to save lives and property. 

Ivan weakened slightly early Sunday as 
maximum sustained winds decreased from 
265 kph to near 249 kph, just below the speed 
defining a Category 5 hurricane—the most 
powerful on the Saffir-Simpson scale. But 


forecasters said fluctuations in strength were 
"likely" over the next 24 hours and warned 
that the storm could again intensify from Cat- 
egory 4 to Category 5. 

At 5 a.m. EDT Sunday (0900 GMT), Ivan's 
eye was about 90 km south-southeast of 
Grand Cayman, a popular offshore banking 
center where secrecy laws protect transac- 
tions. Нигйсапечогсе winds extended 150 
km and tropical storm-force winds another 
282 km. The storm was moving west-north- 
west near 15 kph and was expected to move 
over or very near the Cayman Islands by Sun- 
day afternoon. 

‘The storm could dump up to 30 em of rain, 
possibly causing flash floods and mud slides, 
the Hurricane Center said. 

‘If Ivan hits land in the Caribbean at its current 
strength, it would be 
the first Category 5 


tinian conflict. By defending the 
terrorism committed by Israel 
against the Palestinians, they are 
filing people with anger.” 

‘The archbishop of Canterbury, 
in Egypt to help mend religious 
rifts, urged Muslims, Christians 
and Jews to move beyond “the 
way the faithless world thinks” 
and reject violent revenge, terror 
and the killing of innocents. 

"If we do act in the same way as 


our enemies, we imprison E. 
selves in their anger, their evil 
Rowan Williams said during a 
speech to religious leaders at a top 
Sunni Muslim center in Cairo. 

"We are not forced to act in re- 
vengeful ways," added Williams, 
who was in New York when 
Qaida militants slammed 
jacked planes into the World 
‘Trade Center's twin towers three 
years ago. 


storm to do so since 
Hurricane David dev- 
astated the Dominican 
Republic in 1979, said 
Rafael Mojica, a mete- 
orologist at the Hurri- 
cane Center in Miami. 
Hurricane Mitch was a 
Category 5 storm in 
the Caribbean Sea in 
1998, but it hit Central 
America. AP 
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Booby-trapped cars 


НЕ CAR bomb that exploded outside the Australian 
Embassy in Jakarta last Thursday was not the first 
to target Australians. Sadly, it won't be the last. 

‘The Jemaah Islamiyah posting that claimed responsi- 
bility for the bombing spoke of more attacks against Aus- 
tralian targets in the future. “This is only the first reply of 
many replies that are coming, God willing, which is why 

we advise all Australians in Indonesia 
EDITORIALS to leave it or else we will make it their 
graveyard, God willing.” 

The message (an edited version can be found on 
www.theaustralian.news.com.au) suggested more “mar- 
tyrdom operations” in graphic terms: “The columns of 
booby-trapped cars will not end and the lists of martyrs 
are still full and will not end.” 

The JI claim justified the attack, which killed nine In- 
donesians and injured 180 others, as retaliation for Aus- 
tralia’s participation in the invasion and occupation of 
Iraq, but an SMS message received by the Indonesian po- 
lice some 45 minutes before the bombing gave another 
reason: the group wanted its leader, the cleric Abu Bakar 
Bashir, freed from jail. 

There is no reason to doubt that both justifications 
аге equally relevant; that is to say, that each, by itself, 
explains the latest act of terror. The Jemaah Is- 
lamiyah—the deadly al-Qaida-linked group that seeks 
to establish a pan-Islamic fundamentalist state in 
Southeast Asia through whatever means—sees the US- 
led occupation of Iraq as an attack on Islam itself, at 
least as the group understands it. The detention of 
Bashir, their spiritual leader, is another such provoca- 
tion; for all practical purposes, he is already a martyr, 
inspiring more martyrs. 

To be sure, many of the top leaders of the JI, as in the 
case of al-Qaida itself, have been arrested or killed. But, 
also like al-Qaida, the JI is a movement of martyrs that re- 
plenishes itself on the blood of its suicide bombers. JP's 
loose network of schools and camps and safehouses, 
some of which are reportedly based in parts of Mindanao, 
continues to gather more recruits and produce more holy 
warriors. As last week’s bomb attack proved, the JI may 
be on the run, but it remains a potent threat. 

It is for this very reason that many in Canberra criti- 
cized Australian Foreign Minister Alexander Downer for 
bad-mouthing the Philippines last July, after Mala- 
cafiang's decision to withdraw the Philippine contingent 
from Iraq. The two countries are both victims of JI vio- 
lence, and they need to continue cooperating closely. 
Undiplomatic language only gets in the way. 

But collaborative police and intelligence work is only 
half the story. It isn’t enough to catch the martyrs before 
the bomb is lit; the allies in the international war on ter- 
ror must work together to root out the causes that lead to 
the making of martyrs in the first place. 


Ina larger war 


CTS of terrorism are skirmishes in a larger war; 

they are battles in the war of ideas and images. 

‘There is deliberate symbolism in the timing of the 

fakarta attack, just days before the third anniversary of 

the September 11 strike. (The Bali bombing, which killed 

202 victims, including 88 Australian citizens and three 

Australian residents, was another such symbolic battle; it 

took place a year, a month, and a day after the first an- 
niversary of 9/11.) 

But there is also an element of political calculation. The 
Australian federal elections will be held a month from 
now, and Australia’s role in the so-called Coalition of the 
Willing is a critical election issue. The al-Qaida railway 
bombings in Madrid last March led directly to the ouster 
of Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar's pro-United 
States government. The Jakarta bombing seeks to do the 
same: to roil the political waters, to start a wave of sym- 
pathy and revulsion and outrage strong enough to sweep 
Australian Prime Minister John Howard’s government 
out of power. 

What does all this mean? Terrorists have grown more 
cunning. They now have a better feel for where the 
democracies are most vulnerable: in the very political ex- 
ercise that marks them as democratic—the conduct of 
elections, Through well-timed acts of terror, they now 
seek to decide the outcome of the vote. 
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Nobody to blame but GMA for fiscal crisis 


EVERY DAY, public officials become more in- 
ventive in stealing more money from the peo- 
ple. And officials of the Arroyo administration 
are more inventive than the others. Instead of 
using their talent to think of better ways to 
serve the country and the people, they use it to 
think of new ways to enrich themselves at the 
expense of the people. Here isthe latest: 

The Department’ of Transportation and 
‘Communication paid P100.8 million to a per- 
son for 10 hectares of land to be used for the 
extension of the airport in Puerto Princesa, 
Palawan. What's wrong with that? 

Nothing, except that the government paid for 
the land that it already owns. The land is part of 
the public domain. And its description clearly 
says that. The person who sold and signed the 
absolute deed of sale does not own the land. Yer 
government paid him P100.8 million for it. 

In fairness to the present DOTC secretary, 
this scam was consummated by a predecessor. 
The money had been paid but the Arroyo ad- 
ministration, which admits that it is running 
‘out of money and keeps repeating that it wil 
stop graft and corruption, has not done any- 
thing to get back the money nor prosecute 
those involved in the scam. More details will 
be revealed in today's Kapihan sa Manila. 

The Puerto Princesa deal is only the first of 
six similar deals lined up by the DOTC. The 
lands to be acquired will be used either for new 
airports or to expand existing ones. Luckily, the 
others have not yet been consummated when 
the first one was discovered. But it shows very 
clearly why the government is bankrupt—the 
money is going to the wrong pockets. 


"Don't blame President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo for the hard times,” Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye was quoted as saying yesterday 
after the Social Weather Statons came out 
with its most recent survey showing a huge. 
drop in her net performance rating. 

The results showed her net performance 
rating plunging from +30 in March and +26 
in June to a mere +12 in August. This means 
that more and more people are dissatisfied 
with her performance. 


1 REMEMBER that Bobi Tiglao dismissed the 
bon version of that finding by saying the 
group never published its methodology. As 
though the other survey organizations—Social 
Weather Stations and Pulse Asia in particu- 
lut comes now the SWS corroborat- 
ing Ibon's findi 
inos believe Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royo won the elections by cheating. 

Specifically 23 percent of SWS respondents 
said they believed Fernando Poe Jr. and Loren 
Legarda were “definitely cheated” and 32 per- 
cent said they believed the two were “probably 
cheated.” That makes 55 percent of the popu- 
lation believing GMA (and Noli de Castro) 
cheated in the elections, to the extent that the. 
SWS' sample represents the population rea- 
sonably accurately. 

‘The SWS itself admitted a couple of months 
or so ago to making some very wrong predic- 
tions about the elections, which is at least a B+ 
for honesty. Those mistakes, of course, are 
more than a matter of passing academic inter- 
est since pre-election surveys do more than 
just predict outcomes, they influence them. 
Surveys have become the biggest advertising 
gimmick for candidates, something that’s 
bound to get worse in the future. Some rules 
are needed there. But that's another story. 

Ignacio Bunye bristles at this revelation and 
says: "The polls on cheating are a throwback to 
the past. The Presidential Electoral Tribunal 
has already taken jurisdiction over the issues. 
We have to shed off these perceptions and get 
оп with the difficult task at hand.” 

Pray, why is ferreting out the public's per- 
ception about whether we have the right presi- 
dent or not a thing of the past? Unless, of 
course, Bunye means to suggest that honesty 
ог the search for the truth is now dead and 
buried. He himself says we face a difficult task 
at hand, which is dealing with’ an impending 
collapse of the economy. Now surely, it helps in 
facing a difficult task at hand that we know we 
have the president we voted for? Indeed, sure- 
ly it helps in facing the wilderness that we 
know the person who is leading us out of it is 
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But leave it to Bunye to always see the 
bright side. “The economic problems may 
have weighed down her ratings,” he said, 
“but a positive 12 percent still showed solid 
acceptance for the President.” Bunye is the 
kind of person who, instead of seeing a glass 
half-empty, he sees it half-full. 

But this takes the cake. The economic cri- 
sis “should not be blamed on the President," 
he said, “because all that (she) did was to 
tell the truth about our situation and she is 
looking for a solution to this crisis.” 

False. But to be fair to him, I think he is just 
doing his job as best as he can—which is to 
try to put his boss in the best possible light. 

‘But he is wrong. In the first place, GMA 
did not tell the whole truth about what hap- 
pened. In the second place, there is nobody 
to blame for the economic crisis but herself. 
The usual excuse of new presidents is to 
blame their predecessors. But in her case, 
she preceded herself. The mess worsened in 
her first three years because of her all-con- 
suming desire to be reelected to a new 
term—although she had promised not to 
run for reelection. 

She ordered the National Power Corp. to 
cut its purchased power adjustment (PPA) by 
85 centavos per kilowatt hour to make herself 

‘with the voters, never mind if the re- 
duction entailed huge losses to the power 
firm. Now we are paying for those huge loss- 
es. Because of that electioneering gimmick, 
Napocor's debts ballooned to P1.3 trillion, the 

' single biggest liability. 

Now that the elections are over and she 
does not need votes anymore, she is hitting 
the people with a double whammy. Aside 
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not chronically given to lying and cheating? 

1 myself have no doubt СМА cheated in the 
elections. That is patent. The only question in 
ту mind is the extent to which it affected the 
elections. That is the only thing that remains 
arguable. But the fact that she cheated in them 
must make the entire exercise suspect, with 
disastrous consequences for the future. 

You do not have to dig deeply for signs of 
cheating, the thing was done barefacedly. Four 
of them easily leap to mind: Benjamin Abalos 
(he didn't just bungle the mandate to comput- 
erize canvassing through ineptitude, he did so 
through criminal complicity, yet he was re- 
tained); the use of government funds to put up 
billboards and ads (on election day itself Hon- 
сув де Leon was on TV relentlessly pitching 
for her boss); the statistical improbabiliry that 
was the Cebu tally (giving GMA a bigger mar- 
gin over ЕР) than in her own province of Pam- 
panga); and Raul Gonzalezs and Francis 
Pangilinan's railroading of the Senate counting 
(the word “noted” will never be the same 
again; no wonder Gonzalez got an instant pro- 
motion). 

No, I am not amazed that the SWS has con- 
firmed Ibon's revelation. You can fool all Fil- 
ipinos some of the time and some Filipinos ай 
the time, but you can't fool all Filipinos all the 
time. 

Tam amazed, however, by one thing, That is 
the equanimity with which we are taking all 
this. Elsewhere, news like this would be greeted 
with angry editorials and calls for the President 
to resign. Or at least for a full-blown investiga- 
tion to be made. Here, we've met the news with 
а shrug of the shoulders and mutterings of 


from making the taxpayers pay for Napoc- 
ors debts, she raised Napocors power 
rates. In short, while paying for higher elec- 
tricity rates from one pocket, the taxpayer 
will have to dig into the other pocket to pay 
for Napocor's accumulated debts. 

During her first term, she refused to raise 
taxes to pay for the growing budget deficit 
and national debt because that would have 
been unpopular. She resorted to a borrow- 
ing binge instead and hid the truth from the 
people. In her first three years as President, 
She borrowed more money than her two 
predecessors did put together. Now her sins 
have caught up with us. 

Now that she has been reelected and can 
no longer run for another term, she is going 
to raise taxes and impose new ones. Never 
mind if the already impoverished people will 
be angry. After, all she does not need their 
votes anymore. Instead of saving money by 
abolishing the corrupt and wasteful pork 
barrel and by reducing the salaries and al- 
lowances of officials of government corpora- 
tions that are losing money like a sieve, she 
would rather hit the people with more taxes. 

‘That is the truth about what happened 
which she did not tell the people. There is 
nobody to blame for the economic crisis but 
GMA. She brought it on herself more than 
any other person. 

The gossip mill is humming with the interest- 
ing story about the motel magnate and GMA- 
appointed ambassador whose former live-in 
parner had charged him with rape, attempted 
‘murder and serious illegal detention. Some sto- 
ries say he has been convicted; others say he has 
been cleared. I have been asked many times 
about it—as if journalists know everything. 

То find out the truth, I went to the Depart- 
ment of Justice го look atthe records of the 
case, and | now return with good news for Am- 
bassador to Laos Antonio Cabangon Chua and 
bad news for his раглег: the DOS has dis- 
missed all cases. Furthermore, the charges 
filed with the Presidential Anti-Graft Commis- 
sion have been dismissed by Malacafiang. 


“what else is new?” Truly, every day raises the 
bar in our capacity to tolerate iniquity, 

What is especially frightening here is that 
our lack of outrage does not come from igno- 
rance but from tolerance. GMA has gotten 
away with murder in several instances because 
of public complicity, particularly of the more 
influential sectors of society, including the 
businessmen and the intelligentsia. The cheat- 
ing in the elections happened in the first place 
because those sectors agreed that it was all 
right for GMA to cheat to prevent a “greater 
evil,” which was FPJ becoming president. The 
intelligentsia—a most ironic word—was will- 
ing to turn a blind eye to the rape of sovereign 
will for expedience's sake. 

The same appeal to expedience is bound to 
be used again to stymie any public protest 
against the cheating in the elections, if at all 
thar protest erupts. Bunye's argument indicate 
зо: "We have to shed off these perceptions and 
get on with the difficult task at hand,” That is 
going to be the official line: Let's forget about 
the cheating, what's done is done. Let's con- 
centrate on the coming storm and rally around 
our president. That is the logical continuation 
of the previous line, though never articulated, 
which was: "We have to shed off our inhibi- 
tions about screwing the vote and get on with. 
the difficult task of preventing FPJ from win- 
ning.” Both trot out the bogey of a “greater 
evil" to justify a clear and present one. 

In fact, the only way we can deal with the 
difficult task at hand is for us to stop shedding 
‘our scruples about wrongdoing. The concept 
of a “necessary evil” is the most dangerous 
thing in the world. The only thing worse than 
financial bankruptcy is moral bankruptcy. We 
already have the second, the first is waiting 
round the corner. 

We want to deal with the difficult task at 
hand, we need a leader who is honest, upright, 
and forthright, not one who lies, cheats and 
steals, We want to survive the crisis, we need a 
necessary good, nota necessary evil. 

Even if that has to take the form of another 
Edsa. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2004 


THE ADAGE about adversity bringing out the best. 
in people recently proved itself again to be true 
with some recent developments. Last Tuesday, 
leaders of various political parties in the House of 
Representatives met with Speaker Jose de Vene- 
cia in an "emotional" caucus, during which they 
agreed to serap the pork barrel sytem from the 
2005 national budget. Though they still have to 
‘submit their unprecedented proposal to their par- 
tymates later this week for approval, they said it 
isas good as carried. 

* — JD very much in his element, eloquently 
stressed how the House has taken "the moral 
ground and political high ground" in this time of 
financial crisis, by ensuring complete transparen- 

ility in all government transac- 

For a long while now, House members have 
Ъвеп smarting from public criticisms of their 
"greed" for pork—how it has been the princi- 
pal source of their political power, but alas, al- 
зо of corruption in Congress, as it encourages 
kickbacks, Last Tuesday, the House leaders 
pulled the rug from under the critics’ feet— 
‘abolished the pork barrel system entirely. 
Before that, only about 80 House members 
had agreed to give up 40 percent of their pork. 


It now behooves the Senate to also seize the 
same high ground so the move will have the force 
of law. I see no problem. Even before the House 
initiative, several senators, led by Senate Presi- 
dent Franklin Drilon, had given up their pork en- 
tirely, Joker Arroyo has not touched pork from his 
days in the House; Panfilo Lacson has given up his 
pork in the past two years. 

Significantly, President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
who seemed happy to see Congress giving up 50 
percent of its pork barrel funds, had earlier said 
she'd match whatever Congress gives up. Now 
she has to let go of P20 billion. 

In scrapping the pork, the House leaders 
agreed on two things that would enhance 
transparency and accountability: to push the 
"line budgeting system” in the proposed P907 


Stunning move 
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billion General Appropriations Act for 2005; 
and to enforce the E-Procurement Act, au- 
thored principally by JDV a year and a half 
ago. To appreciate line-budgeting, it should 
be kept in mind that, over the past years, the 
senators have automatically gotten their 
P200 million individual pork and the House 
members their individual P65 million as lump 
sum items in the budget. While it’s true that 
they don’t get their allocations in cash, 
Congress members are automatically assured 
of those amounts in the budget for public 
works, agriculture or health projects. But un- 
der the line-budgeting system, every project 
will now be listed in the budget, including the 
price, and the lawmakers will have to defend 
and justify it. If they can’t defend it, they don't 
get it. One drawback is that it could take even 
longer to pass the budget as every line will be 
scrutinized; but with enough determination 
Congress should overcome. The greater ad- 
vantage is that wastage of taxpayers’ money 
could be removed. 

This system will be greatly aided by the E- 
Procurement Act, since public works projects 
will be bidden out via the electronic system 
and will be open to everyone, thus precluding 
collusion with suppliers and contractors. 

Earlier 1 expressed curiosity as to why Sen. 
Miriam Santiago is conducting an "exposé" ofthe 
Smokey Mountain project and attacking the al- 
еей connection between former President 
Ramos and businessman Reghis Romero only 
now. Some pundits opine that this could have 
been spurred by a confluence of political and 
business factors. Aside from the feisty senadora's 
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unabashed animosity toward her old rival, some 
pundits opine that ће call for a Senate inquiry in- 
to one of FVR's pet projects during his term could 
have been instigated to undermine his credibility 
and reduce his sphere of influence. 

But others also speculate that the negative 
publicity may have a “business side” to it. 
Could it be part of an emerging “port war” in 
the Port of Manila involving industry giants In- 
ternational Container Terminal Services Inc. 
(ICTSD and Asian Terminals Inc. (ATI), on the 
one hand, against new player Harbour Center 
Port Terminal (HCPT)? Some Газна кщ 
and ATI are opposing HCPT's application for a 
permit to operate a commercial port with au- 
thority to service international and domestic 
vessels, on the ground that this would affect 
the financial viability of their own port opera- 
tions. HCPT now has 98 percent of the non- 
containerized cargo that the two old players 
used to share. HCPT is now gearing up for the 
handling business. Behind HCPT is the ВП 
Builders of Romero. 59 

Imust confess that when my friend Ody Grego- 
rio-Arroyo called to brief me on the current visit 
ofthe Archbishop Emeritus of Birmingham, Mau- 
rice Couve de Murville of the Order of Malta, 1 
thought the Order is a kind of award or decora- 
tion. Ody laughed and pointed out that the Order 
of St. John of Jerusalem, Rhodes and Malta dates 
back to the 11th century and the great crusades. 
She noted that the Order's "Philippine Associa- 
tion" has been serving the sick and the poor for 50 
years through the operation of the Malta Clinic, 
‘which distributes medicine to medical missions 
throughout the country. I's also involved with 
five hospices and homes for the poor and dis- 
placed in Metro Manila. 

‘Ody says Fr. Maurice is here to share with the 
members of the Order his vast knowledge of its 
history as well as to enhance their spiritual for- 
mation. He stresses humility and simplicity, 
virtues that are particularly relevant to the cur- 
rent economic, political and social situation in 
this country. 


Conduct unbecoming 


LAM suffering from an oppressive malaise which 
is threatening to become an epidemic: national 
depression. 

For the first time in our history as a nation, our 
government has been reduced to mendicincy 

egging from its own citizens and resorting to air- 
borne robbery. 

Even nature has been unkind to us. Torrents 
from the heavens flooded thousands out of their 
homes, causing so much misery—you wonder 
whether they are more fortunate than those 
Whose lives were drowned out of their wretched 
bodies. 

And in the midst of it, Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо takes along her brother-in-law, her sons, 
their wives, their babies and their yayas on a state 
visitto China, for no plausible reason, at all, ex- 
cept probably ro shop for silks and ades leaving 
behind the little hungry children of flood victims 
to roam the streets begging. 

Вит as her press secretary Ignacio Bunye keeps 
telling us, “look at the positive side” of that trip, 
which are: signing a deal that will give away 
some of our patrimony, especially use of our fish- 
ing grounds to the long-awakened giant, threat- 
ening the already threatened livelihood of tho 
sands of small fishermen; more loans that we will 
have to pay sooner than later, funds to build a 
railroad that will displace thousands whose 
homes along the route of the tracks will be bull- 
dozed sooner than later. 

«This is not to mention Vietnam’s anxiety over 
that bilateral agreement she signed with China 
regarding the Spratlys. Which is really scary be- 
cause Lea Salonga is now too old and too married 
to play “Miss Manila.” 

* All in the same week, she flew in style to 
Brunei to attend the wedding of the Crown 
Prince, landing there in a luxurious Lear Jet, 
making even the United Kingdom's Duke of 
Gloucester, who took a commercial flight, eat his 
heart out, poor bloke. 

Now who among those more than 2,000 world 
leaders and royals would ever guess that Ms Ar- 
royo is the president of a country where mothers 
now sell their children, because their husbands 
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"WERT surprises me is not that Rep, Antonio Diaz 

of Zambales has threatened to resign from the 
House of Representatives; it is the possibility that 
his resignation might be illegal, a possibility raised 
by an unnamed justice department source citing 
Book II, Chapter 6 ("Other Offenses or Irregulari- 
ties by Public Officers”) of the Revised Penal Code, 
specifically, Art. 234 thereof, which reads: "Refusal 
to discharge elective office. The penalty of arresto 
mayor or a fine not exceeding 1,000 pesos, or 
both, shall be imposed upon any person who, hav- 
ing been elected by popular election to a public of- 
fice, shall refuse without legal motive to be sworn 
in or to discharge the duties of said office.” 

‚ The operative words in Diaz's case would be 
"legal motive.” By his actions and statements, can 
Diaz assert he possesses any “legal motive” to re- 
linquish his office? Or might it be argued that he 
cannot resign merely for the reason that he was 
unable to get the position of deputy speaker in 
the House? 

‚ Not being a lawyer, Г haven't the vaguest idea 
бї how "legal motive" might be interpreted. Вис! 
would like to suggest that not just Art. 234, but all 
the other three articles of Book 15 Chapter 6 
should be revisited. 

‘These articles penalize the followin; 

Art. 231. Open disobedience. "Any judi orex- 
ecutive officer who shall openly refuse to execute 
the judgment, decision or order of any superior. 
authority made within the scope of the jurisdic- 
pun of the latter and issued with all the legal for- 
malities’ 

Art. 232. Disobedience to order of superior offi 
cers, when said order was suspended by inferior of- 
ficer. "Any public officer who, having for any rea- 
‘son suspended the execution of the orders of his 
superiors, shall disobey such superiors after the 
latter have disapproved the suspensi 

Art, 233. Refusal of assistance. "Public officer 
who, upon demand from competent authority, 
shall fail хо lend his cooperation towards the ad- 
ministration of justice or other public service, if 
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have run out of blood, kidneys, eyes, teeth and 
other body parts to sell? 

In fairness to Ms Arroyo, she did prepare for 
that trip, turning her seventh "Pulong ng Bayan ni 
Pangulong Gloria” (other royals should take note 
of how she is now addressed, first names after ti- 
tles being heretofore the exclusive nomenclature 
of monarchies) on the eve of her trip to Brunei. 

Thad earlier resolved never again to watch her 
‘pulongpulon,” knowing how unpleasant ana 

tory experience they can be, especially those 
unscripted outbursts that the media have indul- 
gently called “the famous temper” ‘but which my 
psychologist-riend said is really а defense mech- 
anism or compensatory aggressive behavior to 
cover up acute feelings of insecurity caused by 
perceived deficiencies, either mental or physical. 
In simple terms, she concluded, it is a manifesta- 
tion of emotional immaturity, or low EQ. 

But for this one, I broke that vow and sat 
through it fora very personal reason. This was be- 
cause that particular pulong was set in Mindanao 
and on a Muslim motif. Ms Arroyo even dressed 
for it, coming garbed in a blouse of Maranao 
weave, and it was held at Barangay Sultan Esmail 
in Dasmariñas, Cavite with Muslim leaders and 
NGO workers in attendance. 

‘And it was an impressive presentation too, 
showing a bright picture of development and 
progress in Mindanao, marred only by Ms Ar- 
тоуоз annoying habit of interrupting speakers in 
mid-sentence to say something silly. Like when a 
guest introduced himself as representing the 16 
royal houses of Lanao, she butted in, declaring 
that “Sulu is one of the royal houses of Lanao,” 
even repeating this remarkable information for 
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such failure shall result in serious damage to pub- 
licinterest, or to a third party.” 

AI four articles seem to me dangerous articles 
indeed. They are relics of colonialism. 

all that the Revised Penal Code is an old 
law. It is Act No. 3815, approved by the Philippine 
islature on Dec. 8, 1930. In those days—up to 
July 4; 1946, in fact—all Filipino officials took an 
‘oath of allegiance to the United States govern- 
ment and pledged to uphold its “supreme author- 
ity” in the Philippines, asa condition to accepting, 
holding, and discharging any office. 

Itis in the light—the duty to uphold American 
sovereignty—that the above-quoted provisions 
must be viewed. They are designed to strengthen 
the legal grounding of foreign rule; they are not 
їп keeping with a modern independent nation. 

То be more specific, Articles 231, 232 and 233 

ith refusing to obey orders. Beyond the obvious 

ent of the articles—to prevent Filipinos from 
disobeying the American governor-general or 
subverting the apparatus of the colonial govern- 
ment—the articles fail to take imo account the 
lessons of World War II. The Nuremberg, Tokyo 
and Manila war crimes trials all led to the 
widespread adoption of the principle that an or- 
der, even if legal, should not be followed if it con- 
travenes morality. For example, German and 
Japanese officers were sent to the gallows be- 
‘cause their argument that they “were just follow- 
ing orders" was not accepted as a valid defense. 

‘Art. 231 sounds asif it could have been written 
by the Nazis: as long as a superior issues an order 


the more ignorant among the televiewers. 

Characteristically, she put in a bit of intriga: 
how the people of Zamboanga City were so hos- 
tile to the shiploads of halaw from Sabah that ar- 
rived at their port. 

As it turned out, most if not all, of the projects 
reflected on those maps and charts were being 
undertaken by private individuals and NGOs, 
working quietly on their own initiative, funded by 
foreign sources. 

The province of Sulu is celebrating this week 
its 614th anniversary of local governance and 
public administration, based on the year 1390, 
when there existed the two powerful kingdoms of 
Lu'uk and Mahala (the East and West Kingdoms 
of Sulu referred to in Chinese annals). 

Rajah Baginda established law and order in 
these islands through a governing structure that 
consolidated small kingdoms, which subsequent- 
ly evolved into a sultanate by the time his son-in- 
law, Syed Abubakar, was proclaimed Sultan 
Sharif'ul Hashim in the year 1450. 

‘This makes the Sulu Sultanate just about two 
centuries younger than that of Brunei, from 
where both Rajah Baginda and Abubakar report- 
edly came. Which is why when the ancestor of 
Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah was threatened with an 
attack on his kingdom, it was to the Sultan of Su- 
lu that he appealed for help. 

The attack was р by the Tausug war- 
riors, although hundreds lost their lives. The 
Brunei sultan then gave the territory of North 
Borneo to the Sultan of Sulu asa sign of gratitude 
and as reimbursement for the expenses incurred 
in fitting an entire fleet with men and materiel. 

North Borneo, now Sabah, was given in ex- 
change for the blood of our ancestors, which is 
why the Tausugs will never give it up. 

Which makes me wonder why, if Ms Arroyo 
could bring along Lucio Tan and her daughters- 
in-law to China, she did not invite the Sultan and 
our own royals, the living links to the Sultanate of 
Brunei, to that wedding. 

Maybe because she thinks Sulu is Lanao? 


Comments to nm19@mysmart.com.ph 


“with all the legal formalities," it must be obeyed 
by an inferior official. This is the sort of rigid re- 
quirement of law that led to martial law with all 
its trappings of “presidential decrees” and “letters 
of instruction.” 

Ап. 234, too, is quite obviously a legacy of 
colonialism because it does not permit the refusal 
to hold or relinquish office on the basis of con- 
science. This is the sort of legal requirement that 
is useful, even necessary, to an occupying pow 
but not the sort of thing the law arms an indepen- 
dent government with. 

1 can think of many reasons why а person would 
want to decline to assume office, or to surrender it 
would like to find out how much latitude the law 
allows a person to exercise his or her conscience 
‘when it comes to holding—or lenting go of—a pub- 
lic office. If you don’t think you can do any good, 
should you hold on to a position any moment 
longer? If you believe a government, possessi 
smi exenking with ll the legal formal 
ties" ога mandate your conscience can- 
mot and should not accept, shouldn't you refuse to 
serve or simply quit? Some people may argue that 
once elected (and presumably, after having made 
the effort to run and campaign in the first place), 
one must serve; just as when asked by the presi- 
dent, he must, even in an appointive capacity. 

This raises the question of dury. Do you have 
the duty to serve, even when you feel, for whatev- 
er reason, that your usefulness has соте to an 
end? Senators leave the Senate all the time to 
take up appointive positions. What of the voters 
who elected them? If senators can quit, why can't 
representatives, even if they quit out of pique? 
These questions may not be too serious in a rela- 
tively free democratic system, though they were 
burning questions during the Japanese occupa- 
tion and during martial law. The fact, though, 
that they are stil being asked and debated up to 
the present time is disturbing. 


Comments welcome at www.quezon.ph 
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Illegal reprints 


SOMETIME in the past, I wrote about the letter of a reader 
calling attention to a newspaper in Canada, managed by a 
Filipino-Canadian, that publishes the contents of the 1л 
tm without acknowledging its source. Ё 
pointed out that only newspapers ог media outlets that 
have syndication agreements with the Ioumu are autho- 
rized to reprint the newspaper's editorial materials. I warned 
the freeloaders of the adverse legal consequences of their ac- 
tion. 
From the latest in- 
formation that! have 
gathered, it looks 
like some newspa- 
pers in North Ameri- 
ca that have for their 
target market read- 
ers with Philippine 
roots are engaged in 
the same activity again. News reports, columns, features sto- 
ries, and, sometimes, photos are being lifted from the Ingum- 
is website, INQ7.net, and reprinted without the latter's 


‘The materials are being passed off as the work of the staff 
ofthe community newspapers. Interestingly, the people be- 
hind these publications proudly claim that they are veteran 
or respected journalists in the Philippines before they mi- 
grated to their chosen country. 

‘Apparently, the change in environment and cultural val- 
ues has made the publishers forget the journalists time-hon- 
огед tradition of respecting their peers rights of ownership 
over their work. Before intellectual property rights became 
today’s buzzword, plagiarism was already considered a capt: 
tal sin in the newspaper industry. 

Authorized reprints z 

For the information of readers who may chance upon 
newspapers containing materials that originally come from 
the Inquirer, here's the list of the companies that have en- 
tered into syndication or reprinting agreements with the IN- 
‘quire: 

е Global Vision 

е Ocean Link 

* Asian Journal 
е ProQuest 

* Factiva 

е Ace Magicbox 

* Philippine News 

е Financial Times 

е Manila Bulletin USA 

* Philippine Fiesta. 

* Philippine and Other Asian Headlines. 

* Philippine Times 

* Filipino Guardian 

* MSN Philippines 

Only the parties mentioned above are authorized to 
reprint the editorial content ofthe носа in their publica- 
tions or information materials. Thus, if the newspaper 
‘where an Inguiner article appears is not included in the list; 
it is reasonable for the reader to doubt the validity of the 
reprint. А 

"The Inquner will appreciate getting information from the 
readers about newspapers here and abroad that are engaged 
in the illegal reprint of its materials so it can take the neces!” 
sary action to protectits intellectual propertyrights. — ^ 

Unsolicited donation 

Going to another subject matter, last Sept. 2, in the course, 
of the Sth annual convention in Tagaytay City of the Asian 
Association of School Human Resource Management and 
Development Practitioners, the hat was passed around Бу 
the 180 participants to assist the government in its fiscal 
problems. 

А total of Р9,790 was collected. A check for the same 
amount was then sent to the Inquirer by the association's of- 
ficials with the note that “we are coursing it through your 
newspaper since we trust that with you as a medium, this to- 
ken of the educators concern for the country will reach the 
right office. Thank you so much for being a trustworthy 
medium, a refreshing thought indeed.” 

‘Although surprised by the unexpected gesture, the news- 
paper accepted the donation and promised to forward it to 
the proper office after the Department of Finance shall have 
issued the guidelines on the handling of donations of this na- 
ше. 

The acceptance of the donation should not be interpret- 
ed, however, as an encouragement or solicitation for simi- 
lar contributions to help ease the country's financial 
woes. 

Not that the newspaper does not want to participate in 
that noble endeavor, but it does not have the personnel and 
facilities to handle or manage monetary contributions from 
the public for an undertaking of this nature. с 

To live up to Из responsibilities as a good corporate citi- 
zen, the Inguinen prefers to work in partnership with rep: 
utable NGOs or civic organizations to accomplish specific so- 
cial objectives. 

‘On those occasions where the Inquiner seeks financial as- 
sistance for people suffering from medical problems, it asks 
that the donations be sent directly to a particular bank ac- 
‘countor a representative of the needy party. 

In any event, the INQUIRER appreciates the trust and 
confidence the educators have given it. Е 

The readers’ advocate may be reached at the following ad- 
dress: “The Readers’ Advocate" c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, 
Makati City. Or through fax nos. 897-4793 to 94, or reader- 
sadvocate@inquirercom.ph. + 


THEY SAID 
Black hole 


“The GOCCs (government-owned and -controlled 
corporations) have become the black hole that sucks 
government revenues from more pressing social and ` | 
capital services in the past years.” 
Rep Joey Salceda who blamed the worsening fiscal problems 
ие GOCC profligate spending 
Beyond Cinderella 

"| lived a Cinderella life. Now I realize that life is 
much more than that.” 


— Jailed ex-Hong Kong socialite Remedios Bueno-Condy said af- 
ter her release from prison 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The National Association of Philippine Newspaper 
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Bayanihan Fund should be 
handled by non-politicians 


‘THE MOVEMENT to help govern- 
ment pay its debts with private do- 
nations is highly commendable. 
Never before had “a patriotic 
fund-raising drive" become more the 
urgent. However, there are no 
signs that the undertaking is pick- 
ing up and on its way to success. 
‘There is only the lukewarm re- 
sponse from the general public. 
The so-called “bandwagon” effect 
issimply not there. 

‘To get the critical mass support 
and succeed, the Bayanihan Fund 
movement, initiated by Speaker 
Jose de Venecia, should enlist the 
assistance of individuals who are 


beyond reproach—men and wom- 
еп with integrity and credibility 
people who are trustworthy, God- 
fearing, with sincere concern for 
jor; and above all, non- 
politicians. (The success or failure 
of any undertaking depends on 
the personality spearheading it.) 
There are three persons who Вис 
meet the above-cited criteria and 
can easily qualify to take on the 
role. They have the moral authori- 
ty to lead, and the “machinery” to 
undertake the challenge. They are 
Archbishops Gaudencio Rosales 
(Luzon and Metro Manila); Ricar- 
do Vidal (Visayas) and Fernando 


СараПа (Mindanao). 

Let’s forget about religion and 
embrace the ecumenical world for 
the sake of our country and peo- 
ple. Forget about partisanship and 
ideology, for it is the future of our 
children and grandchildren that is 
atstake. 
entrusting the move- 
ment—which includes the solici- 
tation and custody of dona- 
tions—to politicians would be like 
entrusting the operation of blood 
banks to Dracula. 

—JEROME L. ESCOBEDO, 
Lapu-Lapu City, 
Jerome.Escobedo@dalsemi.com 


Makati ticketing scheme could lead to confusion 


MAKATI Mayor Jejomar Binay's 
decision to implement a ticketing 
scheme for Makati City with 
penalties and procedures different 
from those implemented by the 
Metro Manila Development Au- 
thority, could lead to confusion, 
arguments and anarchy on the 
road. 

Letting people stand in long 


ment. 


queues to retrieve confiscated li- 
censes when more efficient proce- 
dures exist réflects the arrogance 
of public servants who think of 
themselves as public masters. 
Some officials even seem gleeful 
watching the long lines, noting 
that they also serve as punish- 


jer the MMDA has full au- 


thority to implement its proce- 

dures throughout Metro Manila or 

it does not. In the latter case, it 

would be better to dissolve it alto- 

gether rather than to let it go on 

after its position has been under- 
mined. 

—OSCAR S. LABRADOR, 

1413 BatangasSt., 

‘Sta. Cruz, Manila 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- 
tions about the treatment of news and photos by the 
Inquirer, you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, сог- 
“ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 


readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in- 
clude their complete address and telephone or pager 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
The Inquirer will not publish any leter unless such 
information is supplied. 
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Is PVAO still paying 
for its scholars? 


WITH THE GOVERNMENTS 
strong drive toward austerity, I am. 
left wondering whether this 
means that even the scholars of 
the Philippine Veterans Affairs Of- 
fice will no longer enjoy guaran- 
teed education, or that their reim- 
bursements will no longer be 
paid. 

‘My son was a PVAO scholar, a 
beneficiary of my mother's educa- 
tional benefit as a veteran. Under 
the law, he is guaranteed free col- 
lege education for four years. 

‘Well, the four years were over 
last year, but Ihave yet to be reim- 
bursed for the tuition fees that 
came from my pocket. Out of the 
eight semesters, the PVAO only 
paid for two, or three at the 
most—the rest I painfully shelled 
ош of my own pocket because the 
school wouldn't allow my son to 
enroll unless his tuition was paid. 

"Would someone in the PVAO 
please be kind enough and en- 
lighten me about this matter? 


ee eet 
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New building won't disturb nature ': 


WE saw on television the concern 
of environmentalists and artists 
who object to the construction ofa 
building on Arroceros Street. They 
argue that it will disturb the artists 
and the birds. 

However, may we inform the 
public that the proposed building 
will house the Division of City 
Schools-Manila which for a long 
time has suffered the discomfort 
of cramped offices at the city hall 
The education supervisors them- 
selves have appealed that they be 
housed in just one building for 
better coordination and functions. 
‘At present, they are housed in dif- 
ferent schools, namely Р Gomez 
Elementary, Mabini Elementary 
and Manila Science High. Recent- 
ly, the principals of these schools 
requested that the supervisors’ of- 
fices be transferred because their 
student populations have in- 
creased and they need the space 
for classroom purposes. 

‘Among the 14 school divisions 
in the National Capital Region, 
only DCS-Manila has no building 
of its own, despite its being in ex- 
тепсе for over 106 years. 

We would also like to point out 
that the lot in question is a proper- 
ty of the city government, pur- 
chased in 1992 to accommodate a 
division office, among others. The. 
suggestion to look for another site. 
is out of the question; purchasing 


needs of the division's 103° 
schools. Money has already been 

spent for the building design. In 

fact, the city mayor has given in- 

structions that no big trees should 

be felled when the building is con- - 
structed and that the design 

should blend with the environ- 

ment. Moreover, the proposed 

DCS building will occupy only a 

portion of the lot—an estimated 

2,200 sq. m. out of a total land. 

area of 21,000 sq. m. Thus, artists 

‘who wish to commune with na- 

ture will stil have the space they 

need for their painting sessions or 

contemplation. They only have to 

ask for permission to use the place 

for such sessions from the Office 

of the Mayor. 

The DCS-Manila, in coopera- 
tion with the city government, has 
continuously tried its best to pro- 
vide its youth with excellent basic 
education, In keeping with the 
times, it also desires to provide its 
supervisors and support person- 
nel with the best work environ- 
ment. 

The fauna may be disturbed but 
if they could talk, they would not 
object because they would under- 
stand the plight of 40 supervisors, 
376 non-teaching personnel and 
11,500 teachers, as well as their 
urgent need for a "nest which 
should have been provided them 
years ago. 


performing fax machine; 
No wonder people choose Panasonic. 
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Media’s ‘hot’ penchant 


THE GAS calibration project initiated by Que- 
zon City Mayor Sonny Belmonte resulted in 
many things, not all of them pleasant. Media 
focused on “dealer-cheaters” and lambasted 
them on the air before any investigation could 
be done. National government agencies sud- 
denly “woke up” to implement long dormant 
rules. A drivers’ association is now seeking a 
harsher punishment for erring dealers. 

T think it is important that the issue be stud- 
ied carefully before innocent gas station deal- 
ers are compromised. Ido not claim that all gas 
station dealers are honest, but I feel for some 
who have been unfairly accused of "cheating." 
Some are people whom 1 personally know. 
They are not the type to take advantage of cus- 
tomers. 

True, some pumps malfunction and may 
misdeliver. The City Hall people, gas compa- 
nies and Department of Energy can attest this 
can happen—and not always intentionally. 

It is disappointing that when media inter- 
view people “in the know” about the currentis- 
sue, they do not report all the facts and focus 
instead on sensitive/emotional issues certain 
to elicit a negative reaction from the public. 
The news is manipulated to keep viewers 
tuned in to their channels. Mandaraya, man- 
darambong, mangia, mandurugas—these 
were the harsh words used in news programs 
to prejudge the supposedly erring dealers. It is 


another land for the purpose will 
deplete the fund that has been al- 
lotted for other equally important 


—MA. LUISA S. QUIÑONES, 
schools division superintendent, 
Division of City Schools, Manila 


this kind of reporting that stir the masses into 
believing that businesses are taking advantage 
of them. Gas dealers and fuel companies are 
blamed for the rising prices of gasoline, trig- 
gering society’s collective wrath. The fact that 
it is a global issue is not given much empha- 
sis—mentioned, yes—or properly explained. 

In one interview, a DOE director was given 
so short an air time that she was unable to in- 
form the public of the truth behind miscalibra- 
tions. Was it because clarifying the problem 
was not a "hot" issue that this DOE director 
‘was not given enough time to explain? Is this 
what we call responsible media reporting? 

Media people need the foresight and matu- 
rity to realize the consequences of their news 
reports and commentaries. Both sides of an is- 
sue should be reported—at the same time. 
Even if media try to correct misinformation 
they have released by eventually airing the 
other side after the fact, damage has been in- 
flicted and would be difficult—maybe even 
impossible—to repair. 

Media can make or break any person or in- 
stitution. They are capable of influencing our 
citizens thinking. Let us enhance the capacity 
of our masses to intuit the truth, by letting 
them make their own judgments based on 
facts alone. 

—SUSANA CALALAY-YNIGUEZ, 
dealer, Petron, Timog, Quezon City 


Be careful with ‘hanga’ and ‘tuba-tuba’ 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Agrarian Reform and 
the Philippine Coconut Authority should be 
cautious in encouraging the propagation of the 
indigenous plants hanga (petroleum plant) 
and tuba-tuba. (PDI, 8/23/04) The two gov- 
ernment agencies claim that both plants are 
good sources of bio-diesel and that our country 
needs about 70,000 to 350,000 metric tons of 
the plants a year. 

‘According to their studies, one tin can of 
hanga seeds can produce one liter of oil which 
will yield 45 percent gasoline. Iftrue, the plant 
could indeed be a blessing not only to farmers 
but also to all Filipinos. But the problem 
is—can the government manage, control and 
sustain the project? 

Not too long ago, similar projects like nata. 
de coco, lufa and ‘African hito productions 
turned out to be a nightmare instead of a 
dream come true for those who invested in 
them. Many who ventured into those projects 
never recovered their investments, and worse, 
many remain still heavily indebted. 

The earthworm culture in the 805, which 
was said to be the ultimate hope because it 
promised hefty profits in just a few months, 
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lef thousands of small entrepreneurs 
bankrupt; hundreds more of full-time employ- 
ees who gambled their lucrative jobs to go into 
the project ended up poor and desolate. 

Likewise, there was the precious golden 
kuhol which turned out to be “tanso” (brass). 
The ill effects of that failed project are still felt 
to this day by the lowly farmers all over ће 
country The only people who benefited from 
the lowly kuhol were the greedy businessmen 
who ventured into the distribution and sale of 
‘overpriced snail killers. Poor farmers were 
left with no option but to buy the pesticides 
just to save newly planted rice seedlings from 
being devoured by the voracious golden 
kuhol. 

The two agencies should instead look at the 
more pressing problems of coconut farm- 
ers—the lands they till have not yet been 
awarded them; so is the P100-billion coco levy 
funds which to coconut farmers might be their 
only real and last hope. 

—PERCIVAL G. BARBA, 
Camp Olivas, 
San Fernando City, 
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IRA cut to force closure of 15 hospitals - 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BAYBAY, Leyte—Gov. Carlos Jericho Petilla has raised ap- 
prehension that the plan to cut the province’s Internal 
Revenue Allotment (IRA) might lead to the closure of 


provincial hospitals. 


He pointed out that in the past 
years, the nine district hospitals 
and sx community hospitals, 
"which are under the direct supervi- 
sion of the provincial government, 
arein "financial hemorrhage." 


“With ti 


23 fora SL, Ot Alay District 


One way to stop this problem, 
Perilla said, was for the IRA not to 
be touched as planned by the na- 
tional government. 


hospital services would be affect- 
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ed or worse, some of our hospi- 
tals may die by natural death. I'm. 
very, very much worried about 

he said during a dialogue 
with Westem Leyte Provincial 
Hospital (WLPH) personnel in 
Baybay, about 108 km west ofthe 


capital Tacloban City. 


ће planned reduction, 


Abu Sayyaf member in priest’s 
abduction arrested in Basilan 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—An Abu Sayyaf member 
inyolved in the abduction of Claretian Mis- 
sionary Fr. Rhoel Gallardo and about 70 stu- 
dents and teachers from Barangay Ku- 
malarang in Isabela City on March 20, 2000 
was arrested Thursday afternoon, the mili- 
tary said on Friday. 

„Gallardo was later beheaded. Southern 
Command chief Maj. Gen. Generoso Senga 
said it was not known if the suspect, identified 
as Adshar Ismael, alias Abu Junaid, was 
among those who killed the priest- 

“Ismael is an alleged follower of Abu Sayyaf 
leader Isnilón Hapilon. 

"Senga said Ismael was apprehended while 
visiting his family. 

Не. said military intelligence agents had 
placed Ismael's house under surveillance and 
finally caught up with him on Thursday. 

‘A military intelligence officer privy to the 
arrest said Ismael was presented to several 


suspects, who positively identified him as one 
of their captors. 

“Two female former hostages kicked and 
slapped Ismael, saying they were raped dur- 
ing their captivity,” the intelligence officer 
said. 

Senga said Ismael was being interrogated 
to determine his participation in other activi- 
ties of the Abu Saya. - 

Col. Raymundo Ferrer, commander of the 
Army's 103rd Infantry Brigade based in Basi- 
lan, told the Inguier that the military's con- 
tinuing campaign against the Abu Sayyaf had 
netted more suspects since July. 

Tn August alone, three suspected bandits 
were arrested. 

‘They were junior leaders Ibnu Abbas and 
Muin Ната, who each had а P1-million re- 
ward for their capture, and Abu Sabaya's 
younger sister Satra AbdulaupTilao. Julie 
Alipala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


2:sergeants killed in accident 


By Delfin Mallari jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LUCENA CITY—Iwo Army sergeants died 
and another was seriously injured when the 
motorcycle they were riding on was hit from 
behind by a Nissan Terrano van in an early 
dawn road accident along the Diversion Road 
here on Saturday. 

Police identified the fatalities as S/Sgt. 
Johnny San Luis and T/Sgt. Jose Losanta, 
both assigned at the Armed Forces Southern 
Luzon: Unified Command based at Camp 
Nakar here. 

«The two suffered multiple serious injuries 
indifferent parts of the body and died at the 
Quezon Memorial Hospital. 

The driver of the motorcycle, T/S, 
gelito Lonosa, also suffered multiple injuries 
and was brought to the AFP Medical Center in 
Metro Manila after receiving emergency 
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treatment in the hospital. 

Police said the soldiers were traveling 
aboard a motorcycle at around 2 a.m. when a 
speeding red Nissan Terrano bumped their 
vehicle from behind. 

After the collision, the van sped away 
from the scene. However, police investi- 
gators headed by SPO4 Marcelino Uy 
were able to trace the vehicle in one of 
the subdivisions on the outskirts of the 
city. 

The van was reportedly owned by one 
Danstand Medenilla, of San Narciso, Que- 
zon. 

According to the police, Medenilla's daugh- 
ter, Bianca, who is reportedly a Sangguniang 
Kabataan president in San Narciso, was driv- 
ing the vehicle. 

The suspect has been detained at the city 
jail pending the filing of criminal charges 
against her. 
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He said that with the province's 
ited budget, his administration 
could not afford to give all its fo- 
сиз on these hospitals because 
other services would suffer. 
Last year the province re- 


ceived P690.63 million in IRA 
share, a sizeable amount of which 
went to these provincial-mairt- 
tained hospitals. 

Petilla said the provincial gov- 
ernment earmarked P223 million 
for the operations of the hospi- 
tals, which had only a total earn- 
ing of P9 million. 

То the case of the WLPH, һе 
said, it only earned more than 
P900,000 last year but its budget 
reached P28 million, half of 
which went to salaries and other 


benefits of its 120 personnel. 

The WLPH has 100 beds and is 
supposed to serve the towns of 
Inoopacan, Albuera, Javier, Ma- 
haplag and this town. At present, 
only 45 patients were confined in 
the hospital. 

Petilla has proposed to rehabil- 
itate and operate these hospitals. 
like private institutions in order 
to earn profits and stop the “fi- 
nancial hemorrhage." 

He said a feasibility study was 
being conducted by an ad hoccom- 
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mittee he created headed by 5:' 
Eloisa David of the SVD-owned St: 
Paul's Hospital based in Tacloban. " 

“We have to establish what is" 
free and what is not free,” said 
the governor. 

He said part of his plan was to , 
have four private rooms at the 
WLPH for those who could afford 
“competitive rental.” 

Petilla said he also planned to" 
provide more facilities so that pa- 
tients would come to the WLPH 
instead of a private hospital. 
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More violence 
in N. Vizcaya 
land row seen 


HAMBANG, Nueva Vizcaya—Of- 
ficials and civil society leaders 
here have expressed concern over 
the threat of continued violence 
between a landowner and Kala- 
nguya settlers over a property in 
the upland village of Santo 
Domingo here. 

Gov. Luisa Lloren Cuaresma 

called for sobriety from both 
sides, as she lamented the con- 
frontation between a group of 
settlers and members of a demoli- 
ton team and policemen on 
Thursday. 
KCuaresma said government 
agencies should immediately 
adopt measures to settle the dis- 
рше involving the 149-hectare 
Abesamis Estate in Sitio Upper 
Ваш. ' 

""We до not want a repeat of 
what happened [Thursday]. If 
only we were informed and were 
able to sit down earlies, that un- 
fortunate incident would not 
have happened," she said in a dia- 
logue attended by opposing par- 
ties and local and police officials 
on Friday. 


back the land so we can give them. 
to our farm workers as part of the 
CARP (Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program),” he said. 

“Nobody can stop me now, not 
even the President of the Philip- 
pines,” he added. 

Acting on a writ of demolition 
issued by the DAR Adjudication 
Board (Darab), the demolition 
team, backed up by 30 policemen 
and Army soldiers, clashed with 
around 100 settlers on Thursday, 
‘wounding two people. 

Lawyer Ernesto Salunat, the 
settlers’ counsel, denounced the 
“inhumane” treatment that resi 
dents suffered at the hands of the. 
demolition team. 


Help 

"(The team) did not give even 
the smallest bit of respect for the 
people. They tore everything 
down to the extent that nothing 
can be made out of the materials. 
Their personal belongings had 
been scattered," he said. 

Sr. Maria Eden Orlino, director 
of the Diocesan Social Action 
Center, said they were helping 
the settlers overcome the trauma 
they suffered from the demoli- 
tion. 

“We could see from their 
faces—old men and women, chil- 
dren, couples—'that they were 
all terrified,” Orlino said. 

Brunhild Pascua, Darab adjudi- 
cator, said he would order а опе- 
week suspension of the demoli- 
tion. 

He said Salunat has asked the 
Supreme Court to comment on 
the legality of the Darab decision 
evieting the Kalanguya tribe 
members from the Abesamis 
property. Melvin Gascon, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


Win-win solution 

Renato Navata, regional direc- 
tor of the Department of Agrari- 
аһ Reform, appealed го 
landowner Felix Abesamis Jr. to 
suspend the demolition for a 
week, to give the settlers, the De- 
partment of Agrarian Reform 
and local governments time to 
come up with measures that 
would bring a “win-win solu- 
tion” to the problem. 

‘Abesamis, however, vowed to 
push through with the demoli- 
tion. 

"This case has [dragged on] for 
16 years already and [we have 
yet to get] justice. We want to get 

fic 


| FISHING TIME 


Children take advantage of the flowing water to bait fish ata creek in Candon City, locos Sur. 
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Bohol takes steps to protect Panglao 


TAGBILARAN CITY—Gov. Erico Aumentado 
has issued an executive order enforcing the sal- 
vage zones, or an easement for public use along 
the shorelines of, as well as enforcing sanitation. 
laws on, Panglao Island to protect its pristine 
waters in the wake of tourist influx. 

‘Aumentado told reporters that he signed 
Executive Order 13, because he did not want. 
Panglao Island to suffer the same fate that be- 
feli Boracay Island several years back. 

The beaches of Panglao and other coastal 
towns have increasingly attracted foreign and 
domestic tourists, he said. 

In 1998, then environment secretary Victor 
Ramos declared Boracay a “disaster case" due 
toa high level of coliform bacteria found i 
coastal waters, which was blamed on unabat- 
ed waste dumping. 

As a result, Boracay suffered at least 60 
percent drop in tourist arrivals. Fortunately, 
the problem has since been remedied. 

‘According to EO 13, there is a need to enforce 
the Water Code of the Philippines, especially on 
prohibition of structures, to protect and preserve 
the beaches of Panglao and the coastal owns in the 
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province as well as sustain the tourism industry, 

"The code establishes an easement for public use 
along the shores of the seas in the interest of recre- 
ation, navigation, floatage, fishing and salvage. 

‘The Code bans any structure within three 
meters from the high water mark in urban ar- 
eas, 20 meters in agricultural areas and 40 
meters in forest areas. 

But the EO noted that certain natural and 
juridical persons established structures “with- 
in the prohibited zone and even in foreshore 
areas” in violation of the Code and other ex- 
isting laws and regulations. 

"The EO also noted that some of the structures 
within or near the prohibited zone such as cottages, 
restaurants, resorts and other accessory buildings 
and structures for human habitation “are suspected 
to have improper septic vaults resulting to the seep- 
age of effiuents into the sea water” 

"This has led to the contamination of the seawa- 
ter with “harmful bacteria and other hazardous 
substances.” Aumentado said all structures within 
the public easement zone or environmental pro- 
tection area should be removed not later than 
Dec.31. Chito Fuentes, PDI Visayas Bureau 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2004" 


Hatred drives} 
2 men to kill 4 
4 relatives 


ах 

и 
DAVAO CITY—Too much anger drove two, 
young men to kill their four relatives and; 
wound three others early Saturday in Matingy; 
Talomo District here. 

This was learned after the suspects; 
Chemuel Balanay alias Kim-Kim, 21, and his 
brother Elbuin, 16, were arrested yesterday; 
morning in Barangay Calumpang, General. 
Santos City. p 

Mayor Rodrigo Duterte presented the suser 
pects during his weekly television program: 
dubbed Gikan sa Masa Para sa Masa (From 
the Poor, For the Poor) yesterday. 

Later, ће suspects were brought to the place; 
of incident in Сапйова Street, Lanzona Subdivi- 
sion, Matina for a reenactment of the killing of 
the brothers’ uncle, Diosdado Lacorte, 55; his 
wife Evelyn, 48; his son-in-law Julius Villarmi 
and grandson, Kenneth, 9. 

Still recuperating at the Davao Doctor's, 
Hospital are Diosdado's daughter Grace Ld- 
corte-Hashiogochi and her Japanese husband 
Tamutso; and Julius’ three-year-old daughter” 
Maria Carmela Beatriz. ps 

Duterte himself interrogated the suspects 
on how they committed the gruesome crime’, 

Chemuel said they arrived at the Lacortes".. 
house Friday night from their place in Gover- 
nor Generoso, Davao Oriental. ar 

He said he intended to borrow money from 
the Lacorte couple for a very important pur- 
pose. But the Lacortes reportedly refused thats 
prompted him to decide killing the couple. , 

Chemuel said he instructed his younger 
brother to cooperate and help him. Armed, 
with a hunting knife and four-foot pipe bar, 
the two attacked Diosdado and Evelyn who» 
were both inside their room sleeping. 

Julius allegedly tried to stop the attack but 
ended up also being hit with the pipe bar and 
stabbed with the knife. Ys 

Chemuel said they also saw the young Ke 
neth in the living room and killed him. 

The three wounded victims arrived latei* 
and were attacked as they entered the house. 

Chemuel admitted he was used to be the La- 
cores helper in the family-owned restaurant along 
Roxas Avenue. He claimed the Lacortes treated 
him unfairly. E 

“My uncle and aunt were very strict. They? 
were blaming me for mistakes I did not com-, 
mit,” he said. 

Anthony Allada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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FOR HAS SPECIAL DIETARY 
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STRENGTH WITH NUTREN. “ 


When you're looking after a loved one's particular needs, you become 


aware of how things can suddenly change. 


ma 
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Now, their current medical condition prevents them from being as 
, active as they once were. 


Bring back the spark end energy Into their lives with a better way of 
caring. One that can make them feel stronger everyday. 


Nutren is a delicious meat replacement product and supplement In 
powder form — а breakthrough from the Nestlé Research Center In 
Suitzerend. Known and prescribed by doctors, Nutren provides support. 
for medical conditions where the role of nutrition [s vital, In itself, 
Nutren is more than a complete meal since it contains whey plus all 
of the essential nutrients, vitamins and minerals in every glass: ` 


In fact, Nutren contains at least 3 times more whey protein than 
any other commercially-prepared food praduct or homemade 
alternative. Whey protein has been clinically proven to: 


+ help maintain muscle mass throughout 
aging and repair body tissues! 
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+ help boost the immune удету — |-- — - 


raising levels of glutathione (an anti- 


spears 


oxidant), thereby helping reduce the 


risk of infection’ 
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With Nutren, you can give the best and complete care possible, 
making everyday a special one to look forward to, 


FEEL STRONGER EVERYDAY 
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JAKARTA CAR BOMBING 
MILF leaders raise alert on JI presence 


KIDAPAWAN CITY—Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front (MILF) Chair Mu- 
rad Ibrahim called on his followers 
to’ always keep their guard up 
against any force that might shake 
the relatively friendly atmosphere 
established between their group 
and the government. 

The call came following reports 
that Jemaah Islamiyah (Л) members 
‘who bombed the Australian Embassy 
in Indonesian capital of Jakarta on 
Thursday could be hiding in the 
Philippines. 

Eid Kabalu, spokesperson of the 
MILE said Murad's call was also a 
reiteration of standing orders for 


their group not to associate with the. 
terrorist group. 

What the MILF chair was trying to 
avoid, Kabalu said, wasa repetition of 
experiences in the past where their 
group, having been suspected of har- 
boring Л members, end up fighting 
with government forces despite a 
ceasefire agreement, 

He said there were groups out to 
derail the peace process by using 
те issue. 

The government had placed a vir- 
tual bridge between the JI and the 
MILF over the past years. The MILF 
also repeatedly denied any associa- 
tion with the Л, a terror group linked 
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to Osama bin Laden's al-Qaida. 

But Kabalu said the MILF was not 
discounting the possibility of entry of 
members in the Philippines. He, said 
that with the stiff security measures 
implemented by the government and 
with their help, that possibility of was 


sim. 

Police intelligence reports in Central 
Mindanao indicated that JI members 
had been moving around Mindanao 
actively during the last two months. 

‘An intelligence officer, who re- 
quested anonymity, said the sus- 
pects were often sighted in Maguin- 
danao. 

The officer said the first report, al- 


E 


though not considered verified infor- 
mation, revealed that several 
‘Afghans suspected of being JI mem- 
bers had been seen in Maguindanao 
оп many occasions recently. The sus- 
pects were allegedly training rebels 
in the manufacture of bombs using 
carbatteries. 

Another report, tagged “A-1” infor- 
mation, said five Indonesian-looking 
foreigners and a Tausug JI member 
were also spotted in Maguindanao. 
Their alleged purpose is to make car 
bombs, a Ji signature attack. 

“Our report says their target would 
be Davao City or General Santos 
City" the officer said. 
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Police officer slain 
MATI, Davao Orlental—Suspected New People’s 
Army (NPA) rebels shot dead a police officer in 
San Isidro town on Wednesday and fied with his. 
service firearm. Jaspe Salvani, San Isidro police 
chief, said РОЗ Edwin Edita, 43, of the 1106th 
Provincial Mobile Group had just alighted from a 
truck he hitched a ride on when several armed. 
men approached and shot him. Salvani said Edi- 
ta died from at least four bullet wounds in the 
head and abdomen. 

x Ferdinand Zuasola, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Faith healer jailed 
ROXAS CITY—A 75-year-old faith healer was 
jailed after he was accused of molesting a 25- 
year old patient on Sunday. William Acuyong 
Was arrested after the parents ofthe young 
woman went to police to complain that he kissed 
and touched her private parts during a "healing 
session" at the faith healer's house in Barangay 
Malibili here, supposedly to drive out the “evil 
spirit" from the victim's body. Acuyong claimed 
that the woman consented to his acts. But her 
parents said she could have not given her con- 
sent since she was mentally ill. 

Felipe Celino, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Guard slain near expressway 
GUIGUINTO, Bulacan—A guard of Philippine 
National Construction Co. was killed while his 
‘companion was wounded after armed men 
shot them near the North Luzon Expressway's 
Balintawak toll plaza on Wednesday morning. 
Isagani Rico, PNCC deputy chief for traffic 
safety and security department, identified the 
fatality as Reynaldo Cortez, 45. Rico sald 
Cortez's companion, Benjamin Dabo, was 
wounded and taken to a hospital in Mey- 
cauayan town. Reports said the guards were 
detaching the license plate of a cargo truck at 
about 2 a.m. when armed men aboard a Mit- 
subishi Pajero shot them. 

Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


New road to reduce traffic 
ALAMINOS, Laguna—Government officials 
and local residents are optimisic that the recent 
opening of a P7-million diversion road in 
Barangay San Roque would spur economic de- 
velopment in this small agricultural town by de- 
congesting traffic in the main highway going to 
San Pablo City, Quezon and Batangas. Mayor 
Samuel Bueser said the opening of the Don 
Marcelino Pule Diversion Road would not only 
reduce traffic by 70 percent but also bring new 
‘opportunities to the residents. 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Abandoned lumber seized 
CITY OF CALAPAN—Police and members of the 
Community Environment and Natural Resources 
Office here took some 1,200 board feet of aban- 
doned lumber on Sept. 3 in Barangay Mayagao, 
Васо town. The lumber is now under the custody 
of the Cenro. 
‘Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Penafrancia exhibit 

BICOLANO stained glass and mural artist Pancho 
Piano opened a solo exhibit at the Basilica Pavil 
ion in Naga City on Wednesday. Piano showcases 
more than 20 of his paintings of the Our Lady of 
Pefiafrancia to pay his homage and devotion to 
the patron saint. The exhibit, titled “Handog,” will 
тип until Sept. 30. Joanna Teressa Los Baños, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Tricycle services 
CITY OF CALAPAN—The city council is taking 
steps to "professionalize" the services of tricy- 
cle drivers in the city, Councilor Jose Leynes, 
committee on transportation member, said dur- 
ing a public hearing last week. Professionaliz- 
ing, Leynes said, meant courtesy to riders, giv- 
ing discounts to students and senior citizens, 
and wearing the proper outfit—a t-shirt and 
closed shoes. The council also hoped to reduce. 
traffic violations. To help the drivers save on fu- 
el, the council proposed a "color-coding" or area 
assignments. The city has about 4,000 tricycle 
units, half of them without licenses to operate, 
Leynes said. 

Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Search for top volunteers 
DEADLINE for the submission of nominations to 
the Search for Outstanding Volunteers 2004 has 
been extended to Sept. 17, according to a news 
release. Nominations are still being accepted іп 
other regional offices of the National Economic 
and Development Authority, the Regional Plan- 
ning and Development Office of the Autonomous. 
Region in Muslim Mindanao, except Caraga. 
Forms may be obtained from these offices and 
the Philippine National Volunteer Service Coordi- 
nating Agency, or may be downloaded from the 
PNVSCA website at http://www.pnvsca.ne-- 
da.gov.ph. For details, call 927-6851, telefax no. 
929-6376 or email them through ppis@pnvs- 
ca.neda.gov.ph. 


Isabela OFWs slam 
gov't bid to tax them 


MALLIG, Isabela—A group of overseas workers 
from Isabela said the proposed tax on Filipinos 
working abroad would bring more burden to 
the country’s so-called modern-day heroes. 

“Overseas workers are dollar earners for 
the country and yet, the government wants to 
give us additional’ burden,” said Mariquita 
Soberano, president of the Mallig Overseas 
Contract Workers Association. 

Soberano said overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs) should not bear the brunt of the gov- 
ernment’s failure to properly manage the na- 
tional coffers. 

Earlier, Finance Secretary Juanita Amatong 
said OFWs should help in efforts to ease the coun- 
пуз financial crisis through the payment of taxes. 

Filipinos working abroad used to pay a 2- 
percent gross income tax before the Compre- 
hensive Tax Reform Program was implement- 
ed in 1997. The amendments in the old tax 
law exempted them from paying taxes. 

Elizabeth Africano of the District 2 OFW Associ- 
ation in Cauayan City said OFWs were already 
doingtheirsharetohelptheeconomy Villamor 
Visaya Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 
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Ай you have to do is purchase a roundirip aiticket with a minimum one night stay to Singapore on or before 
November 13, 2004, and depart between September 1 and November 15, 2004, to be part of the promo". 


Recent military reports also said 
atleast 30JI members were training 
in Mt. Cararao in Lanao del Sur, a 
known MILF lair. 

‘The report was denied by MILF offi- 
да who even called for an investiga- 
tion by the Coordinating Committee on 
the Cessation of Hostilities. 

“We have long been vigilant 
against the J's presence especially in 
areas that we control. Right now the 
chairman directed all our members 
to monitor their presence or even to 
prevent their entry" Kabalu said. 

“Our efforts are our share of showing 
ош sincerity to the peace talks,” Kabalu 
said. Jeffrey Tupas, Mindanao Bureau 
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Adress 


157 Sol. E. Rivera St. 


Quezon city 
11, 361-6008 Fax No: 362-0524 


Six (6) Uniquely Singapore Grand Prizes are up for grabs, each consisting 
+ 4 days/3 nights accommodation in a 5-star hotel 
for you and your partner 
+ Two roundtrip Economy Class airtickets 
+ $$1000 shopping money 
+ A Uniquely Singapore Experience 


Singapore has so much to offer! 

You've always known Singapore as a great shopping destination, a place where you can find exquisite 
culinary delights and lots of wonderful sights. But did you know that Singapore is the only place where 
you can start the day sharing breakfast with an orang-utan and, if that's not enough, have а pulse- 
pounding reverse bungee Jump experience? Or spend the afternoon in a one-of-a-kind DUCK tour 


and cap the evening with a thriling trek through a NIGHT SAFARI? 


And that's not all! 
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Singapore is also known for its year-round events, зо find time to attend any one or two, or even three 


of these events lined up for you. 


th international Gutar Festival 2004 


VOLUNTEER A DAY, VOLUNTEER WITH KINDNESS 


Festval ofthe Hungry Ghosts 


September 1 to November 15 Is a great time to explore, experience and enjoy Singapore, 
sy So stick with us and call your favorite travel agent now! 
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COSMOS BAZAR, INC. 
РО. BOX 1601 Tels.: 243-6912 to 14 Fax: 
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HITACHI 


Inspire the Next 


Multi-purpose projector with 
. superior overall performance! 


HITACHI CP-X328 
XGA, 2000 ANSI Lumens 


Specifications 
WE ACCEPT 


TRADE-IN 


with old projector 
of any brand 


* Full Connectivity 

* V and H Keystone Correction 
* My Screen 

* Wide Angle Lens 

* 16:9 and 4:3 Aspect Ratio 


For further inquiries, call: DIGITAL MICRO International Corp. 
Tel: 247-1145 • 247-1181 
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In recognition of MITC's 
exemplary performance 

in the field of IT education, 
TESDA awarded 5 out of 6 
major citations to MITC 
during its 10th Anniversary 
and ist Recognition Day on 
August 31, 2004 


Eng. Michelle C. Casio Mr. Regglenald D.C. Bartolome 
Outstanding Training Administrator Ouistanding Trainer Awardee 


IT Sector IT Sector 


Mapua Information Technology Center 
Training Achievement Awardee 
TT Sector 
Mr. Christian Ruther S. Roque 
Overall Outstanding Achiever's Awardee 
Seli-Employed Category 


Mr. Mark Q. Quitoriano 
Overall Outstanding Achiever's Awardee 
Wage-Employed Category 


MITC offers the following courses: Information Systems, Management Systems Technology, Network Technology 
and Visual Communications Management; all of which are laddered up to Mapua's various BS programs. 


We are proud to be Mapuans! 


Mapua information Technology Conter 
Mapua Carer Guang n 
Зап. Gi Puyat, Marau сту 


Tet (532) 801-0713, (632) 891-0037 
Fax (632) 891-0713 
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Sneers greet House ... 


“From page Al 


is still there from identifying the projects and 
the contractors,” the Senate leader said in an 
interview. 

‘The pork barrel is money allocated in the 
annual budget by the national government to 
each legislator for projects of their choosing 
to ingratiate themselves with their con- 
stituents. 

It is also a known source of kickbacks for 
lawmakers, local officials and contractors. 

Each House member is allocated P70 mil- 
lion in pork barrel, while each senator is as- 
signed P200 million, for a total of P20 billion 
a year. 


Ploy 

‘The question now on the mind of the sena- 
tor was whether the twin moves taken by the 
House were meant to retain the full amount 
of the lawmakers’ pork barrel funds. 

“Is ita ploy to put back to 100 percent the 
pork barrel funds now with an allegedly 
transparent system?" he asked. 

The senator was referring to Malacafiang's 
move to slash by 40 percent the pork barrel al- 
locations of all lawmakers as contained in the 
proposed 2005 budget that it submitted to 
Congress last month. 

The senator also wondered whether the 
items in the new budget could be realigned, 
say in the middle of the year. He said this 
could be done. "So what's ће use of resorting 
to line item budgeting?” 


Brownie points 

Evardone said congressional insertions 
would “negate the purpose of their move to 
abolish the pork barrel system.” 

"It will come out as just a mere show to earn 
‘pog? (brownie) points. The people should 
continue to be vigilant against moves in 
Congress to hide the pork barrel funds in the 
lump-sum congressional insertions,” he said. 

The league also asked the Seitate to follow 
the lead set by the House to abolish the 
graft-ridden pork barrel system in the 2005 
national budget. 

Evardone said abolishing the pork barrel 
‘would "enable Congress to concentrate and fo- 
cuson its primary mandate to legislate laws.” 

He said the abolition of the pork barrel and 
line item budgeting would “improve trans- 
parency and accountability" 

Malacafang welcomed the reported House 
decision to abolish the pork barrel but reminded 
lawmakers they still needed to pass new taxes for 
the government to solve the fiscal problem. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said in a ra- 
dio interview that reducing or doing away 
with the pork barrel was just one of the gov- 
егитепев austerity measures to help address 
the budget deficit. 

“But aside from austerity, we need to pass 
revenue measures. We need to strengthen the 
system of collection and we need to continue 
our fight against corruption. This is the total 
picture, the comprehensive solutions to our 
problem," Bunye said. 

Earlier, the President asked Congress to 


pass eight new taxes to raise P80 billion ta, 
cover the budget deficit. z 


Quid pro quo 

Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr. (LR Camarines 
Sur) said the House appropriations commit- 
tee, which he chairs, was ready го conduct a 
line item scrutiny of the P907.6-billion na- 
tional budget submitted by Malacafiang. 

“in shor, ine item budgeting removes the dis- 
cretionary power of the executive over a large 
swath of the budget," Andaya said in a statement. 
"There will be no more nooks and crannies in the 
budget where executive pork can be hidden.” 

He predicted that some agencies would 
lobby President Macapagal-Arroyo to ask 
Congress to “back off from line item budget- 
ing as it would mean the surrender of execu- 
tive prerogatives over the budget law.” 

“But that is the quo for the quid of removing 
pork. We give up pork, you give up lump 
sums. Fair is fair,” Andaya sai 

Andaya noted that line item budgeting 
would “flush concealed pork and even funds 
for ghost employees out of their hiding places 
in the national budget.” 

The Andaya committee will start conduct- 
ing hearings on the proposed 2005 national 
budget on Sept. 20. 

A Quezon legislator said abolishing the 
pork barrel next year could be perplexing for 
some of the first timers in the House. 

"Just like the veterans, most of the first 
timers have made promises of projects to be 
funded by the PDAF” Rep. Proceso Alcala (LB 
2nd dist.) a first termer, said. 

He noted, however, that there were lots of 
new members in the House who welcomed 
thechanges. 

“Most of us prefer line item budgeting. It's 
more transparent. Every project proponent is 
now obliged to exercise more prudence. Even 
Malacaiiang's undisclosed budget is also now 
open to scrutiny,” Alcala said. 

‘Quezon Rep. Danilo Suarez (LR 3rd dist.) said 
the abolition of the pork barrel next year was the 
call ofthe people and the House leadership. 

But he said the abolition of the pork barrel 
‘would be hard to explain to barangay officials 
who had all requested projects to be funded 
by the DAE. 


Real test 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson said a cut of at least 
P20 billion in the proposed budget for 2005 
would be the "real test" that lawmakers were 
giving up their pork barrel. 

He earlier said that if all lawmakers agreed to 
his challenge to give up their pork barrel like he 
had been doing since 2002, this would mean 
20 billion in savings for the government. 

Lacson said that if congressmen would re- 
sort to line item budgeting, then it means that 
the implementors would be the same, mean- 
ing the line agencies. 

“Then its still the same dog with a different 
collar,” Lacson said in an interview, With re- 
ports from Carlito Pablo and Juliet 
Labog-Javellana in Manila; and Delfin T. 
Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Tax luxuries of rich... 


From pageAl 


‘The strategy includes implementing a gen- 
uine austerity program, improving tax collec- 
tion and making publicthe “incomes and paid 
taxes of top government and economic lead- 
ers and [other] groups to encourage prompt 
payment of correct taxes.” 


Charity won't help 

Habito said that while donations to the 
governments Bayanihan Fund would help, 
people should not be led into believing that 
this could be enough to solve the fiscal crisis. 

“Let us not deceive ourselves that charity 
will bring us out of the crisis,” he said. 

“We're different from iland and South 
Korea," Habito said, referring to the neigh- 
boring countries whose previously financially 
strapped governments benefited from the 
contributions of their citizens during the 
1997 Asian financial crisis. 

“That was a regional crisis. Everybody suf- 
fered there. But this is a self-inflicted crisis,” 
Habito said, referring to the Philippine situa- 
tion. “The faithful continue to pay their taxes 
while others do not.” 

Bangon president Bro. Eddie Villanueva 
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Чоок cellon; dag2 libot p ng puli tanod * 
Ted Lavadia, Negros Occidental 
“kpag mhuli putot agad dai вай pt bumbilig- 
тама s mdia igala s Меда upng mia at пий 
mkpmbktma* 

Fred S. Habon, San Jose del Monte. Bulacan 


said the government had "overtaxed" ordi- 
nary Filipinos but failed to collect some P240 

illion in taxes, including those owed by 
taipans and big businesses. 

Habito also urged the government to seek 
debt renegotiation with creditors. The Philip- 
pines has outstanding total consolidated pub: 
lic sector debts amounting to PS.3 trillion; 
Bangon said. 

Bangon officials said debt relief, whether НС 
the form of a cap on debt payments, extension: 
of payment deadlines, debt renegotiation ог 
restructuring, would enhance the country’s, 
fiscal position. 

Villanueva, who campaigned for debt relief 
during the May presidential election, said the 
billions of pesos saved from debt payments 
could be used on programs that would spur. 
economic growth. 


Repudiate bad loans 

“We challenge the government to take 
steps for the renegotiation of loans with oner- 
‘ous terms and repudiation of the most fraudu- 
lent ones,” the evangelist and former eco- 
nomics professor said. 

Other suggestions in the 10-point strategy 
includ 

rmation of antitax evasion and anti- 
corruption courts. 

е Abolition of redundant offices. 

* Firing of all “15-30” government em- 
ployees, or those who report for work only to 
collect their salaries. 

* Giving of incentives to the most produc- 
tive and graft-free agencies. 


Students blast Suarez bill 

‘Students opposed to further taxation of 
telecommunications services, especially 
text messaging, yesterday branded as dis- 
criminatory the 7-percent computer educa- 
tion tax proposed by Quezon Rep. Danilo 
Suarez. 

The Filipino Students’ Democratic Union 
and the Students Opposed to New Taxes said 
it was unfair for Congress to target the 
telecommunications industry for new tax 
measures to raise revenue needed for govern- 
ment services, such as education, 

"We believe that the better strategy is to те 
pose, say a half percent computer education 
lax, on the top 1,000 corporations in the 
Philippines, instead of burdening just one 

tor with a 7-percent special tax on 


of FSDU and convenor of StopTax. With a re- 
port from Norman Bordadora 
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Lawmaker likens fiscal 
crisis to cancer growth 


Frompage Al 

“While nominal GNP (gross na- 
tional product) has grown by on- 
ly 11 percent, NG debt has grown 
at 17 percent per annum and tax 
revenues grew by only 5.41 рег- 
cent," he said. 

‘The result: NG debt rose from 
53 percent to 76 percent of the 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
while total public debt rose from 
103 percent in 1997 to 137 per- 
centin 2003. 

Salceda said interest payments 
would reach P302 billion in 
2005, becoming the largest bud- 
getary item in the proposed Gen- 
eral Appropriations Act and оуег. 
taking salaries for the first time. 

"Не noted that the principal cul- 
prit in the accumulation of debt 
was the successive deficits of the 
national government. "Since 
1986, the national government. 
has balanced the budget only 
twice (1994 and 1997) out of 18 
years with P908 billion in eumu- 
lative deficits," he said. 

‘Salceda said any analysis of the 
fiscal crisis must begin with the 
origins of the yearly national gov- 
ernment deficit, which could 
ther be a spending problem, а 
révenue problem or bath. 

He put into perspective efforts 
to cut waste and corruption, 
which are currently being under- 
taken in view of the projected 
P312-billion public sector deficit 
this year. 

"Asa policy tool, spending cuts 
can barely close the budget gap 
of P312 billion as 88 percent of 
expenditures are mandatory and 
the 18-percent discretionary ex- 
penditures for social services 
and infrastructure were already 
sub-optimal vis-a-vis GNR” he 
sa 


Revenue problem 

The fiscal crisis is principally a 
revenue problem, according to 
the congressman. He noted that 
while GNP was growing by 11 


percent, tax revenues were in- 
creasing by only 5.41 percent and 
non-tax revenues by 4.2 percent, 
for a total revenue growth of 5.2 
percent. 

“Total revenue-to-GNP ratio fell 
by 4.9 percent from 19.5 percent 
in 1997 to only 14.6 percent in 
2003," he said. "The fundamental 
divergence between - revenue 
growth of 5.41 percent and the 
nominal GNP growth of 11 per- 
cent is at the core of the crisis. 

Salceda said revenue under- 
performance was more structural 
than administrative in nature. He 
pointed out that since 1997 not a 
single revenue measure was 
passed. 

He also pointed to “legislated 
leakages” that reached P174 bil- 
lion in 2003, principally for in- 
vestment incentives offered by 
the Board of Investments and 
the Philippine Economic Zone 
Authority, and the lowering of 
tariffs, 

Increasing the tax-to-GNP ra- 
tio to its 1997 level of 17 percent 
should cure the fiscal crisis, Sal- 
ceda said. But he said there was 
not enough to be collected 
through better tax collections if 
по new revenue measures were 
passed and current regulations 
amended. 


Revenue measures 

He identified a number of mea- 
sures that could yield substantial, 
revenues for the government: 

е Indexation to inflation ofso- 
called sin taxes on cigarettes and 
alcoholic beverages: P14 billion. 

е P2 per lier tax on 
petroleum: P20 billion. 

е Two-step increase in the 
expanded value added tax from 
10 percent to 14 percent: P30 
billion. 

* Tariff adjustments (higher 
electricity rates) for National 
Power Corp., with the recent 93 
centavos per kilowatt-hour in- 
crease reducing the consolidat- 


ед public sector deficit by P34 
jon. 

* Calibration of the share of 
local government units of taxes in 
terms of the internal revenue al- 
lotment to a “more reasonable 
level" compared with the current 
40 percent. 

For the government's part, Sal- 
ceda identified some measures to 
ease the crisis: 

е Сш in discretionary 
funds special privileges of gov- 
emment-owned and controlled 
corporations, intelli 
gence funds and pork 
barrel of 
Congress—which can 
“play a catalytic role 
in the total solution 
by rebuilding publ 
confidence and ex- 
panding the people's 
forbearance бг 
pain.” 

+ For the adminis- 
tration to obtain credit 
upgrades within 18 
months as down- 
grades in the country’s 
credit standing result 
in additional interest 
costs. 

© Investments in 
basic infrastructure 
to reduce costs of do- 
ing business and bal- 
ance the budget to 
keep interest rates 
and inflation down. 

Looking at the fis- 
cal picture from 2005 
to 2007, Salceda said 
a total of P215 billion 
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From page АТ 
prosecutors, lawyers and court 
employees in Isabela on Friday 
underwent training in handling 
and firing guns to protect them- 
selves from attack. 

Eight women judges, lawyers 
and court workers took part in 
the training conducted by the po- 
lice Special Weapons and Tactics 
(SWAT) unit. 

Judges like me gained insights 
оп protecting ourselves. The ene- 
my will think twice now before do- 
ing their evil deeds,” Judge Raul 
Babaran of Ше Саџауап City Re- 
gional Trial Court said. 

Isabela Prosecutor Anthony 
Foz said the killing of Kalinga 
Judge Milnar Lammawin in Au- 


gust made judges and lawyers re- 
alize that they also needed gun 
handling skills to defend them- 
selves from disgruntled parties in 
the cases they were handling. 
lammawin, who was hearing 
heinous crimes cases, was the sev- 
enth judge murdered in the last five 
years, Supreme Court officals said. 

In June, Batangas Judge 
Voltaire Rosales, also handling 
cases of heinous crimes, was 
killed in an ambush. 

The training included lectures 
on responsible gun ownership, 
crime prevention and self defense. 

The trainees, including those 
who had never held guns before, 
went through firing exercises us- 
ing .45-cal., 9mm, .38-cal. and 


357 Magnum handguns leni 
them by the police. 

Some used their own guns. The 
police provided the bullets. 

"Seminars like this will helps: 
(But) responsible gun use is a 
must" said Senior Supt. 
Napoleon Estilles, provincial po- 
lice director. 

Despite the training, police will ; 
still provide bodyguards to’ 
judges, court workers and 
lawyers under death threats, Es- 
tilles said, 

Police also recently met with 
local journalists and gave them 
tips on security measures and 
handling death threats. Fifty-five 
media members have been killed 
around the country since 1986. 
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Pain remains fresh 
for 9/11 victims’ kin 


From page Al of roses into two square reflecting 
pools meant to evoke the fallen 
towers. 

Some, like the Fernandez fami- 
1y, wore images of their lost loved 
ones on T-shirts; others held large 
pictures aloft. 


It gets harder 

The pain remained fresh, said 
Pat Hawley, 44, who came to the 
annual ceremony to remember 
his older sister Karen Sue Juday. 

“и gets harder every year, be- 
cause its that much more time 
since Гуе been able to talk to my 
sister and be with her,” said Haw- 
ley of Charlotte, North Carolina, 

"CThis is] just a place to recon- 
nect,” said Anne Allen, 58, of Fort 
Lee, New Jersey, who lost her 
brother Salvatore Pepe. 

Fernandez’s daughter had 
worked as a human resources of- 
ficer at Cantor Fitzgerald. The in- 
vestment firm awarded millions 
to families of employees who 
died in the attacks. 

“I don't care about the money" 
Fernandez said. “1 want my 
daughter back." 

Victims families also got com- 
pensation from the government 
and other agencies. - 

From all these, the Fernan- 
dezes were able to buy a modest 
house in Little Egg Harbor and set 
up a scholarship foundation in 
their daughters пате, Judith 
had always been happy to help in. 
this way, they said, The founda- 
tion helps send three students 
through high school. 

 Judith's cousin, Maria Theresa 
Santilla, also died on 9/11. Their 
aunt Adora Rilvera said she had 
not stopped mourning. 


Elsewhere in the US 

Bells tolled at the moment hi- 
jacked Plight 93 crashed near 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 

‘A moment of silence was ob- 
served at the Pentagon for the 
184 victims there. And in Wash- 
ington, President George W. 
Bush stood in silence on the 
White House lawn. 


‘At Arlington National Ceme- 
tery, Defense Secretary Donald H. 
Rumsfeld joined relatives of the 
Pentagon victims near a large 
granite marker. Family members 
laid flags at the marker that bore 
each victim’s name and ran their 
fingers across the inscriptions. 

Ina field in western Pennsylva- 
nia where Flight 93 went down, 
volunteers rang two large bells as 
the names of each of the plane's 
40 passengers and crew were 
read. 

“We know that no words, по 
memorials, nothing can take 
the place of all that you have 
lost,” Homeland Security Sec- 
retary Tom Ridge, who was 
Pennsylvania's governor at the 
time of the terror attacks, said 
to the victims’ families at the 
ceremony. 

In Boston, a small plane pulled 
an American flag behind it as 
about 150 relatives of victims 
held a moment of silence. Sol- 
diers also paused at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, and nearly 
70,000 fans at an Iowa State foot- 
ball game rose to cheer three New 
York City firefighters and a faded 
American flag unearthed from 
the WTC rubble. 


Manhattan today 

Lower Manhattan has changed 
dramatically since the sunny Tues- 
day when its gleaming towers were 
reduced to smoking rubble. 

‘A commuter train station has 
opened on the sites northeast 
corner, eventually to be trans- 
formed into a $2-billion transit 
hub. And a 20-ton granite corner- 
stone was laid on July 4 for the 


"Trade Center Ground Zero. 

Tt was like stoking a constant 
fire. 

Their voices breaking, parents 
and grandparents stood at the 
WTC site and marked the an- 
niversary of the attacks by recit- 
ing the names of the 2,749 people 
who had died there. 

‘This provided a bookend to last 
year's commemoration, when it 
was the victims’ children who 
read the list. 

Punctuated by tearful dedica- 
tions, and over violin strains, the 
reading yesterday took three 
hours. 

"We miss you very much, we 
love you very much, and we'll 
never forget you because you're 
in our hearts forever,” said Stew- 
art D. Wotton, looking skyward to 
address his son Rodney James. 

“Our loving son, Paul Robert 
Eckna, our tower of strength—we. 
love and miss you,” said Carol 
Eckna. 

“We miss your big smile, Kev, 
said Mike Williams, recalling his 
son Kevin Michael. 

Four moments of silence were 
observed—at 8:46, 9:03, 9:59 
and 10:29 am—the precise 
times that the two planes 
slammed into the Twin Towers, 
and when the buildings col- 
lapsed. 

Former Mayor Rudolph Giu- 
liani, Gov. George Pataki and 
other guests spoke with a clear 
theme—the inexpressible grief 
of losing a child. Pataki quoted 
former President Dwight Eisen- 
hower: "There's no tragedy in 
life like the death of a child. 
Things never get back to the 
way they were.” 

When the program ended, a 
chorus of children sang and two 
trumpeteers—one each from the 
police and fire depart- 
ments—played taps. 

By then, hundreds of families 
had descended a long ramp into 
Ground Zero, sobbing, embrac- 
ing each other and tossing a layer 


site. 


From page Al 
ofthe Cold War. 

The war on terrorism has claimed more 
lives in three years than in the benign years of 
the Cold War, excluding the periods of active. 
hostilities (as in the Korean War and the Viet- 
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533-meter-tall Freedom Tower, 
the skyscraper set to open in 
2009 that will be the centerpiece 
of the redeveloped trade center 


Meanwhile, work still contin- 
ues to identify the 20,000 pieces 
of human remains that were re- 
covered after the attack. The 
medical examiners office has 
identified about 1,570 victims, or 
just 60 percent. 

On Saturday, а few blocks 
from the trade center site, 
friends and families of the 73 
people who died at Windows on 
the World, the restaurant at the 
top of the trade center, tossed 
roses into the Hudson River for 
each of the victims, many of 
them immigrants. 

“We used to be a family" said 
Fekkak Mamdouh, who was a 
waiter there. 


World stops 

At a memorial for the 84 Port. 
Authority of New York and New 
Jersey employees who died, May- 
or Michael Bloomberg said the at- 
tacks had shaped the character of 
New Yorkers. 

“Today as we stop to remem- 
ber, our worlds stop again," the 
mayor said. “That tragedy we saw 
before our eyes is not woven in 
the fabric of who we are." 

Other events included a Mass 
at St. Patrick's Cathedral for fall- 
еп firefighters, and the dedica- 
tion of a memorial to Staten Is- 
land vietims at the ferry terminal 
across the harbor from the trade 
center site. 

‘The ceremony for the memori- 
al—two 12-meter soaring sculp- 


said. 


nam War). 

‘The wave of terrorist attacks this year has 
killed more than 2,000 people, mostly civil- 
ians. In this war, civilians are increasingly be- 
coming vulnerable as hostages in the struggle 
to pursue political objectives. 

A few days before the 9/11 anniversary, 
militants bombed the Australian Embassy in 
Jakarta, serving notice that the US-led war on 
terror was far from being won. At least nine 
people died and 182 were injured, mostly In- 
donesians, in the blast. One casualty was a 
S-year-old Australian girl. м 

The militant Jemaah Islamiyah, which has 
been linked to Osama bin Laden's al-Qaida, 
claimed responsibility for the Jakarta car 
bombing. The Л, which maintains training 
centers in Mindanao, has warned Australians 
їп Indonesia "to leave this country or else we 
will transform it into a cemetery for them.” 

‘The terrorist group has also warned the 
‘Australian government to withdraw its 800 
troops from Iraq. Ifthe demand is not met, the 
warning said, “we will deal them painful 
blows.” 

‘The fact that the bombing took place in the 
midst of the second presidential election 
run-off scheduled for Sept. 20 led to an inter- 
pretation that the Jakarta attack was aimed 
more at the Indonesian government due to its 
crackdown on JI-associated terrorist groups 
than at Australia due to its active military in- 
volvement in the Iraq war. 


Leverage 

Whatever the real motivation behind the 
bombing, civilians are increasingly being 
used as leverage by terrorists in achieving 
their political objectives. 

‘Two weeks ago, the world was shocked by 
the hostage-taking of по less than 500 
schoolchildren in the Russian town of Beslan 
by Chechen militants who represent the vio- 
lent face of the Chechen separatist move- 
ment. The Beslan siege marked a new depth 
of depravity and bestiality in terrorism in 
Which innocent civilians, especially children, 
are used as hostages to advance political ob- 
Jectives. 

More than 300 children died after Russian 
forces assaulted the school, which the terror- 
ists had wired with explosives. 

In March last year, more than 200 Spanish 
commuters were killed in the bombing of three 
trains at one of Madrid's train terminals, Al- 
though there were no hostages involved in the 
Madrid massacre, the bombings were timed on 
the eve of the Spanish general elections. 

As in last weeks Jakarta bombing, it ap- 
peared that the Beslan and Madrid attacks 
had been carried out to blackmail govern- 
ments into changing their hardline policies on 
terrorist groups. 


Opportunity 
knocks 
but once. 


tures of white post cards with the 
victims’ names—was attended by 
Giuliani, who called Staten Island 
“the bedrock of the city." 

"The losses you endured on 
9/11, both asa borough and indi- 
vidually, are unimaginable,” he 
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PEOPLE gather to view a memorial to the victims of the 1993 and 
2001 attacks on the World Trade Center on the esplanade in the 
Staten Island borough of New York as the “Tribute in Light” shines 
from lower Manhattan. 
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At sundown, two powerful 
beams of light--inspired by the 
‘Twin Towers and first seen six 
months after 9/11—rose and 
brightened up New York City's 
sky. They remained on through- 
out the night. With a report from 
AP 


Children sacrificed as pawns in war ... 


Atthe time of the Madrid bombing, Spain 
had troops with the US-led occupation 
forces in Гад. The bombing created a back- 
lash on the Aznar government in Madrid, 
which lost to the Socialist Party that had 
pledged to withdraw Spanish troops from 
Iraq, 

The terror campaign to force a policy 
change had mixed results. The Socialist policy 
of withdrawing Spanish troops from Iraq had 
been set before the election, so the Madrid 
bombing was not the catalyst. 


RP case 

Blackmail involving noncombatants 
worked when applied to the Philippines 
which accelerated the withdrawal of its 
small contingent in Iraq after the a Filipino 
truck driver was taken hostage in Iraq. The 
Macapagal administration bowed to de- 
mands of a militant гад group which freed 
the Filipino hostage after the withdrawal of 
the Filipino troops from Iraq. The with- 
drawal opened a rift in the US-led coalition 
in the Iraq war, 

Hostage taking, as a blackmail weapon, -is 
unlikely to soften the tough counterterror cam- 
paign of the United States and Australia, The 
Beslan massacre has even made Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin tougher in his policy of not 
negotiating with terrorists 

Reflecting the outrage in Russian over the 
Beslan carnage, Putin said how could he ne- 
gotiate with "children killers." Putin's reply 
underscores his unbending approach toward 
terrorists, despite appeals from the United 
Nations and the United States for the Russian 
leader to search for a negotiated solution to 
the Chechen insurgency. 

“We have shown weakness in the face of 
danger and the weak get beaten up,” Putin 
said. Moscow has gone even further to warn 
thar Russia would launch “preemptive at- 
tacks” anywhere in the world to strike at ter- 
rorists. 

‘This warning, however, has more bark than 
bite, There are doubts on Russia's logistics ca- 
pability to launch such an operation. More- 
over the US experience with preemptive 
strikes to combat terrorism is a sobering argue 
‘ment against it. 

The United States has invaded Iraq, and 
not even the downfall of the Saddam Hus- 
sein regime has failed to reduce terrorist at 
tacks or stopped Osama bin Laden from саг: 
rylng out terrorism through al-Qaida surro- 
gate group: В 

‘The prospects, therefore, аге that threg 
years after 9/11, the cycle of violence driven 
by both hardline terrorists and warriors 
against terrorism has increased the risk of | 
civilians and noncombatants being crushed as 
hostages in the middle, 
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Desk Editors Cenon B. Bibe, Ester С. Dipasupil e" 


Ginebra Ге, exuti. |New SPD chief | 


cager hurt 


in mishap 7 vows to keep 


By Edson С. Tandoc Jr. 


А PROFESSIONAL basketball 


player was hurt when the motor- З 
субе he was driving collided with һ 
а Nissan X-trail in Quezon City 


thé other night. 
Hours later, a 42-year-old man 
маху Шей after a Toyota Revo ran T Р By Margaux C. Ortiz deputy director for operations 26 police officers. 
ovêr him while he was crossing Е for two years, replaced Chief Мое, Senior Supt. Ro- 
Гог: Mariano Marcos Avenue, al- БЫ ---- : CHRISTMAS will not be ап Supt. Prospero Noble Jr. sendo Franco, Chief Insp. 
so fit Quezon City 5 = = = excuse for sidewalk vendors — “Ithought my nine-month Joaquin Alva, Insp. Lerpon 
Мех Crisano, who plays for- : SS to return to Baclaran. stint as district director was Platon, Insp. Joey Goforth 
ward'for Barangay Ginebra, | That was the promise of too short,” said Noble, and SPO1 Jesus Tan were 
métthe accident at 8:45 p.m. - = Chief Supt. Wilfredo Garcia, addingthathehadbeenable given the Medalya ng 
Satürday near the corner of op newly appointed director of to deliver on his commit- Kasanayan, while Senior In- 
Bonj Serrano Avenue and 11th : Е the Southern Police District ment. sp. Reynaldo Ос, Em- 
Avenue, а I Ай (SPD). Noble has been appointed manuel Nacis, Enrico Ebon, 
Rohanie Panolong, 33, who за “We would continuously National Capital Region Po- Laurence Cabutihan, Ranelo 
wds:inside the Nissan, also sus- с Е block the vendors attempts lice Office deputy director Navarro, Gregorio Recto and 
tained injuries, police added. ES to re-occupy such areas like for administration. Rodelio Rania were awarded 
tisano's yellow Honda motor- Baclaran,” Garcia said ashe PNP chief Director General the Medalya ng Kagalingan. 
суйе hit the right door of the Nis- $ х took command of the SPD Edgardo Aglipay recognized  5РО1 Bemardo Pascual, 
зал driven by Taha Mauyag as the ВЕТ | during rites yesterday morn- Noble's exemplary handling SPO3 Herminio Salvacion 
sports utility vehicle was turning = MIS = ШШ | ingin Makati City. ofthe SPD. and POl Rodel Binauhan 
left into 11th Avenue from Edsa. ES Garda said they would "I can see improvements were given the Medalya ng 
At 12:15 ал. yesterday, Rio | » i continuetomonitortheroads on the SPD policemen’s de- Papuri, while Senior Insp. Vi 
Flores, 42, was crossing the av- Я < ЗА | andareasinthesouthem part portment: their actuations cente Кадшоп, SPO4 Cre 
enue in front of Commonwealth * of Metro Manila, and conduct andhowtheycarrytheiruni- encio Manabat, PO2 Rennie 
Heights Subdivision when the Зее, Е = ` | dialogues with the communi- forms,” Aglipay said, adding  Aseboque, PO2 Ronnie Ase- 
Toyota accidentally ran over him. tyand vendors groups. that the police force should boque, PO2 Joseph dela 
The driver, identified as Nelson | LOOK, MA! He said that among his pri- “know their responsibilities Cruz, PO2 Leo Gabrang, PO2 
Espejo, 57, tried to drive away | Aboyperformsa stunt ashe and dozens of other people, mostly children, take | rities would be police vis by heart and be constantly Wilfredo Sangel, PO2 Elmer 
buthitthe steel railings in frontof | adipin the waters of the Manila Bay near the US Embassy on Sunday. The bay | bility and intensified ani- reminded of their commit- Dimaculangan, PO2 Alfred 
Sandiganbayan Building, SPO1 | remains. favorite of bathers despite the proliferation of garbage and the crime operations. ment for change. Torreon and Rodel Ordi- 
Reynaldo Patiag said in his re- | resulting health risk. Garcia, who served as the During the turnover rites, naryo were conferred the 
port. Philippine National Police Aglipay gave out awards to Lanyard award. 


Inventor says gadget saves gas 


THIS gassaving invention Feeling the pinch, then tition of 44 gas saving devices. 
may be one that Filipino mo- President Ferdinand Marcos In 1977, Planas said, the 
torists can call theirown. ordered the rationing of National Pollution Control 
Named after the Greek gasoline. Commission declared his 
goddess of air, ће Khaos Su- Ву that time, Planas had gadget as very effective in 
per Turbo Charger isa gadget graduated from being a jeep- controlling emissions. 
attached to a car engine to neydrivertoajeepneyopera- Last year, President Maca- 
make it more fuel efficient tor, owning four units that pagal-Arroyo gave him the 
and environmentally friend- plied the San Juan-Manila Presidential Award Medal for 
ly, said inventor Pablo Planas. route. his invention, he added. 
‘The 67-year-old Planasex- Faced with limited gaso- Amid soaring gasoline 
plained that Khaos worked by line availability and higher prices, Planas is offering his 
providing the engine with the prices, Planas decided to tin- gadget to car owners who 
right mix of air and gasoline ker with his jeepneys gaso- wish to cut their gas con- 
to result in better combus- line-fed engines. sumption by as much as half. 
tion. He discovered unbumed He said several companies 
Better combustion means fuel in the exhaust system іп the US and Germany were 
more fuel savings and less which made him realize how offering to buy his invention 
pollution, he said. much fuel was wasted. but he was holding back. 
Planas, a 67-year-old for- Planas then came up with “If I accept their offer, Fil- 
mer jeepney driver, said he his apparatus that controlled ірілоѕ may soon not be able 
came up with the gadgetback the intake of air and fuel into to afford its cost,” Planas 
in 1973 primarily tohelphim the engine with a ratio of said. 
save on fuel expenses. 151. Currently, Khaos is being 
During that time, the According to him, he re- marketed by Inventionhaus 
world wasinthemiddleofan fined his invention’ and in International from its offices 
ой embargo by Arab coun- 1976, the government award- in Quezon City A unit of MORE THAN ANYTHING, 
tries. editthefirstplaceinacompe- Khaos costs around P6,000. 
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IT'S YOUR WATCH THAT SHOWS YOUR REFINEMENT. 


METROBRIEFS Legislator 
Camanava flood project hit again 
ACTOR SENATOR Ramon Reta se gresse aisats WANTS PNR 
yesterday over the continued delay in the construction of the. 
Camanava Flood Control Project. Amid the delays, Revilla, who . 
looked at several project sites Friday, said the Department of | t d 
Le a ee aan LO SCIZE 
million funding from the government. But assistant project 
‘manager Carla Bartolo said the delay was minimal and that the Р 
entire project could be finished as scheduled іп 2007. Edson С. By Tarra V. Quismundo 


Tandoc Jr. 

" Р А COUNCILOR wants Manila to 
No rebellion in WPD confiscate the assets of the Philip- 
INVESTIGATORS of the Western Police District (WPD) Homi- ріпе National н ways = in - 
cide Unit said yesterday that they would abide by their officers’ the city to settle P200 million in POWERED BY THE MOVEMENT OF YOUR BODY. 
decision on their request to be reassigned. Butan investigator real property taxes left unpaid ARR ET UAE У тна renen meer sur ue ro roun ean. 
said the WPD must assign more men to follow up homicide since 1992. one ema f 
cases, if they are ordered to remain in the unit. On Saturday, Councilor Ma. Theresa Bonoan- 
the investigators who complained of being overburdened with David is proposing before the City 
work handed over a memo which they described yesterdayas ^ Council an ordinance that would 
their courtesy resignation. Tarra V. Quismundo order the seizure of PNR-owned 


Fishballs trigger killing he aaay onna e AAY тн BEST SERVICE FOR SEIKO а ALBA WATCHES AT THESE SEIKO SERVICE CENTERS 
ASKING for more fishballs can be deadly. Drinking buddies PNR tracks run through Paco, < 


еее 


IIT 


PIS MANILA: меки ви; Сос Тала Ско Avo., Mania 706325228016 - MAKATI : Creta Ауда Center, 
RP across Bank of P. |. Park Square 1 Tel (632) 892-8302 - LAS PIÑAS : G/F SM Southmall Supermarket Level, 
merde cu erre pes ыры С^» көзе нац БР аз Pros Tel (632) 606-6559 - SM NORTH EDSA 2F SM Cty Main Би. North Edsa, Q.C. Tl (632) 929-9087 
ранно ада мр near the Divisoria commercial " NEW FARMER'S PLAZA : Lower Grd, FL, Food Court Level, New Farmer's Plaza, Cubao Tel. (632) 913-1908 
sald yesterday. The two reportedly got into anargument witha district. + BACOOR : G/F SM City Bacoor, Aguinaldo Hi-Way, Bacoor, Cavite Tel.(046) 970-4976 - COLONADE CEBU : J. 
certain Sonny Parane, a vendor, when they tried to buy fish- "The PNR has been remiss in Rodriguez Bldg. Osmefia Blvd., Cebu City Tel (032) 253-6936 - SM CITY CEBU Lower Grd. Fir., SM City.Cebu, North 
fread ied i) m on к be теа then ce) paying its real property tax after ‘Reclamation, Cebu Cty Те. (032) 232-0782 - DAVAO : Door 4, Rafael Suarez Bidg. C.M Recto St. Davao Сау (082) 227-6604 
legedly started yelling at the vendor. Parane left but reporte = 
ralyrned with two other men who then atiacked Camilo and Tepeated demand, giving the City 
M 3 А шл сас it,” said Вопоап in her pro- 
Bicol clergy hold reunion posal. x x 
A SIGNIFICANT event in the celebration of the Pefiafrancia fes- uem мей ы. e ME 
tivtiesin honor of our INA, our Lady of Peñatrancia, ете е PNR Property for a housing 
‘coming together of the Bicol clergy on Sept. 14-17, 2004 atthe Project. т ^| цюм quantity 
Holy Rosary Minor Seminary in Naga City. This is an annual "Manila shall construct a medi- 
‘gathering of Bicolano priests and bishops (more than 400 ot шт rise condominium and allot 
them) coming from the Archdiocese of Caceres, Diocese of spaces for... tenants [along the 
Legazpi, Virac, Masbate, Sorsogon, Daet, the Prelature of railway], her proposed ordi- 
manan and the Military Ordinariate. This annual gathering was nance read. YOU KNOW WHAT TIME IT 15 
first held on Sept. 18, 1959. The gathering of priests and bish- In an interview, Bonoan said 
‘ops coming from the six Bicol dioceses and the Archdiocese of the PNR tracks across Manila ‘Avaliable at any SETKO Service Center and ^ 
Caceres is meant to strengthen thelr unity through a four-day somehow diminishes the city’s ‘authorized Dealers nationwide - fram SEIKO WATCH CORPORATION 
prayer experience, fellowship and sports fest. revenue-generating capabilit 
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|, Sa tibay, hindi ba: 


Pasa coup: 
Joseph in, 
Ilagan out 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


CEBU CITY—Citing “total loss of confidence,” nine of 12 re- 
gional directors unseated Monchito Hagan as president of the 
Philippine Amateur Swimming Association (Pasa) Saturday A 
and installed former Olympian Mark Joseph as their new head. $ { ws 1 Е 
‘The special meeting and elec- m с: ara 5 
tion, held at the Waterfront Hotel He HELICOPTER STUNT: The UST Salinggawi Dance Troupe is a cut above the rest during yesterday's competition: 
here, also appointed Akiko Thom- iu А » TUE 
son, also a former Olympian, as sec- т * t Ia 5 t NOT ALL MEN ° `2 
В овас у Ateneo vs e tomorrow hed АА Е Дим. 
head Ral Rosario, an Asian Games . D» v во є | | 
Sol педа was named technical 7 UST tops cheering competitionanew : side 
But Iagan quickly ‘denounced з, я ыл Salil m 
the meeting, which he said wasat- +. . Bibi ира с ве Mort Han 
tended by people who are “no JOSEPH THOMSON THE FIRST of what could be three straight n 
longer members of the Pasa" board.  Aeneo-De La Salle dream duels leading to a $ sA дры 
Не added that Pasa will “officially  sociation's regional offices voted to championship berth in the UAAP varsity bas- 
elect” its new set of officers in a posi LRe- ketball tournament is scheduled tomorrow at dd ыг. EM 
meeting to be held on Sept. 18 in gion 5 director Tessie Sy abstained һе Araneta Coliseum. ENGL D : - 
San Pablo City. but nevertheless voted for Joseph ... LIVE on > 
Tagan said he would elevate the during the election for president. т íi — 
leadership issue to the Philippine The nine board members said z 71 | DREAM GOLF 
Olympic Committee arbitration Шавал was duly informed about the [5 a х2] Sept. 17-20,2004 | 
committee. ‘special meeting, although the Pasa i^ 
Both camps claimed they have chief denied this, saying “I haven't. LIVE BROADCAST SCHEDULE 
documents to prove their cases. heard of sucha meeting.” DREAM Satellite TV Channel 49 
Шарап said Joseph cannot sitas However, directors Deedee Gon- Sept. 
president because he does not rep- zales (Region 11), Rodney Baretto Sept. 
resent a region. But Joseph claimed (Region 12) and Sy stressed that ita Sept. Converts ороп rack o en enciosod shel hi 
there's no provision in the Pasa by- Iagan had even tried to prevent я ре Sept. 7 T r зае 
laws preventing him from taking them from joining the meeting be- (S сте 
the position and cited the case of cause “it might havea quorum.” ЕЕ i 5 
T. businessman Wilfred Uytengsu, Joseph, a technical committee 23 | в н 
who was elected Pasa president іп chief in the Asian Swimming Feder- 
the early 19905. ation and an “officer-at-large,” said _ moe ^ WHEREVER! 
Citing instances where Ilagan al- they would seek “changes .. but iib С n Ж Аш 
legedly acted without the knowl- will extend their hand to all other VERE RA, ЕАСИ 
edge of the board, eight of the nine sectors for ће good of swimming." В gp EES SS nue 
‘board members representing Ше as- PASA A26. — 


attheBigDome. нхятоваскл. 


ud The new Mazda3 sporis compact is simply beyond сопіраге. Ils aggressive sports са design makes it an object of beauty from every angle. Its performance. 
тада шо шуш egnan th ars responce o уо irae dor nois wiho ou een aking or Hever nas a phenomenon he 
breathtaking blazed the streets. All born from Mazda's passion for the sport of driving. и: 
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Ateneo vs La Salle... Pasa coup овен | Gold medal 


tee dreamers offer 


The explosive meeting at 3pm. the Big Dome wi 

decides who gets Ше No. 2 slot at "There was pressure coming in Also attending the meeting where former “Тһе constitution requires us to hold elections 

theend ofthe eliminations, behind the competion because we've Won Olympian Pinky Brosas, who represented NCR every four years in the regions. Some of them luti 

Far Eastem Univeriyandihesec- backtobackandalltheteamswere director Ше Buan, former president Eddie Boy (director) are (already) there for 12 years said solutions 

ond twice-to-beat incentive in the improving,” said UST choreogra-. Ledesma (Region 6), Dale Law (Region 7), Lu- Tagan, who claimed he has the solid backing of 

Final Four. . . pherRyanSilvswhosegroupcoOm- crecio Calo (Region 8) and Leon Go (Region 10). the new board. AFTER yet another failed hunt for an 
AteneodroppedintoatiewithLa bined hiphop, jazz and ballet Tagan said Buan, Ledesma, Law and Rosario  — But Joseph said its best for Ilagan to accept | Olympic gold medal, all we could do is 

Salle for second place at 10-4 after moves to eam a 93.6 percent score were already replaced by new regional directorsin the will of the “same board which elected him.” ‘dream, dream, dreamd. 

taking a 65-51 thrashing from FEU for the P115,000 cash prize. «elections held eariy this year The fou howeve; Joseph, Thomson and Rosario also caled on | Just fine. But it must be stressed, no 

in their clash for No. 1 Saturday. The University of the Philippines aimed that they werent even informed of the former swimmers to help Pasa “and give back to | matter how late, that ап Olympic gold 


‘The loss also paved the way fora Pep Squad, champions from 1999 elections where they were supposedly replaced. swimming what swimming has given them.” would not necessarily banish all the 
Final Four clash between the Eagles to 2001, took second place (90.56 ый grave afflictions hobbling Philippine 


andthe Archers, who splittheirtwo percent) and the P75,000 те š » sports. 
meetings in the eliminations. The Far Eastern University О f d үү В Te add Ge 

‘Whoever wins tomorrow needs Squad finished third (87.09 per- Zamiz Ive 0 05 atangas could be a spark, 
only to repeat on Thursday to se- cent) to win P45,000. | ы a magnificent | 
cure a title berth. Otherwise, there ‘The final rankings had Ateneo at OZAMIZ CITY—The Ozamiz Cotta rode on Egay Missing the services of John Dale Valena, Jay wholehearted As 
will be a rubber match—and arare fourth, followed by La Salle, Adam- Echavez’s all-around game to whip the depleted Lapinid and Jayson Cuevas, the 29ers committed push to even ^ 
fifth meeting in a season for the son, University of the East and Na- Batangas 29ers, 80-74, ‘Saturday night inthe NBC 19 turnovers against thier rivals’ 10 and absorbed greater achieve- 
arch rivals, most probably on Satur- tional University (National Basketball Conference) national cham- their seventh loss in 12 outings. ments. 
day. In the lone women's action yes-  pionship at the Gov Angel Medina gym here. OZAMIZ Bü—Echavez 18, Ferraren 18, Cabigkis 14, But do take 

Meanwhile, the ‘University of terday, the La Salle Lady Archers. Тһе former Purefoods guard scattered 18 BAsildes 12, Guerrero 9, Basco 5, Sampo 3, Cabrera 2, | note: An Olympic 
Santo Tomas Salinggawi Dance improved to third place with a 6-5 points and chalked up six rebounds, six assists Araman 2, Libatog 0, Gulyab 0, Marquez 0. gold medal can є E 
Troupe bagged їз third consecutive record after edging the FEU Lady and two steals to lead Mayor Reynaldo Paro- BATANGAS 74—Sago 19, miis Майа басш | never be a cure- Recah 
title in the UAAP Nestle Nonstop Tamaraws, 42-35. jinog’s cagers to their eighth win in 13 games. 8, De Castro7, Neo 5, Cuevas 2, Rodriguez 0. all. к; 

> mS ыш. ut, no вод, йай 

oreven half of it. 

So, after the debacle in Athens, every- 
body must strive doubly harder now. 

Unfortunately, the best our top sports 
leaders could do was it to the same 
old post-disaster diagnosi 

It’s the same old plot. And there will 
never be an end to this demand for big- 
ger funding. 

"What's lacking here is a happier, more 
Г * vibrant twist. 
7 ei = ae Ex тоа Y Oc Like, say sharper solutions to the 
аа : SENS DONNE есен 3 sporting ils that, pardon this, are being. 
rrefutable Laws Essential Qualities of 2 Events to learn these from caused by sels, inept leadership. 
of Leadership a Team Player 


ae 


the man who created them Look, if sports leaders had indeed felt 

bad about the debacle in Athens, what 

more of home fans who had been made 

DAIL я to hope (by these leaders) that the RP 
gold hunt would finally be ended? 

Tt won't be an exaggeration to state 
that, to the very concerned, the frustra- 
tion brought about by the RP failure in 
Athens had bordered on terror 

‘Apost-Athens survey of RP sports fans 
done on the Internet favored the scrap- 
ping of our Olympic participation alto- 
gether 

At least, there are those who've re- 
fused to just sit there and sulk. 

They stand up to be counted. They 
speak out their frustrations. 

One of them, Engineer Teofilo В. Pala- 
ganas of Champaca, Roxas District in 
Quezon City has turned lyrical. 

3 He said Не shared our sentiment on 
Р the fate of Ms. Tonette Rivero who lost to 

BUILDING oe а uide nnd a Grek "blonde жопа due to “Ыш bi 

ased judging.” 

September 15 m September Listen: ‘At 67, 1 have both witnessed 

and experienced, оп so many occasions, 


1 justice, unfairness, fe and 

nt High Impact E discrimination. 1 rmly believe, just like 
H many others, that as long as decisions 

Teams Seminar i are er то human beingo there will 


е " ES ways be the possibility of inequities to 
Acquiring the 17 Essential Qualities of a Team Player шылар trepe eE bó 

Jpening Session by Francis Kong y :: mortal frailties and satanic influence. In 
Araneta Coliseum * September 15, 2004 Г и fact, it doesn't occur only in sports, but 
(Wednesday) 4 in other endeavors or competitions. 


е ) Now, let me share my unsolicited propo- 
6:00 pm to 9:30 pm sition with concerned sports officials 


Ticket Prices at P400; P600; "P750; "P950; *P1,750; P2,250 both here and abroad: It's about time 
and P2,750 Be they used judging through automation, 
"imited/sold-out seats computerization, as applied adequately 


: ў in fencing. This is perhaps most appro- 
New Sections Opened at the back (South Gate): P150; P200; priate for all contact sports like boxing, 


) taekwondo, ete.” 
=1Н : “ 


N MAXWG Thank you very much, sir, for your 
JOH W a 

+. ^1 Now, let's turn to Antonio P Dacer, a 

LEADE RS 1 P \ boxing manager and пашег from 

} Bangkal, Davao City: "I sincerely believe 

$ Ü ЕҤ wehave enough materials то build world 

go а champions and Olympic gold medal win- 

аа 16, хи MM Sinn ners, In amateur boxing, the biggest 


S ANDE LAWS OF HE 211 UTABLE problem lies in the system, or the lack of 
(Thursday) цу! о ТНЕ THE 21 IRRI p magn arap riy irea 
8:30 am to 5:00 pm 21 IRREFUTABLE LAWS OF LEADERSHIP ТЕЧЕН TP] LAWS OF LEADERSHIP лаўна ‘Of the Philipines 
Ticket Prices at *P3,200 ; В Follow Them and People should be limited only to ministerial. The 
P3,500 ; *P5,700 ; P7,300 Will Follow You 3 ABAP should be there only to assist the 


i: s 4 T z B needs of boxers, trainers, second, man- 
P8,000 ; P9,000 ; P10,000 ; P14,000 ; P12,000 ; *P14,000 à 3 #1 New York Times арен, ere. Itshould ba thereto sete di 
"imited/sold-out seats Б я 


-] Bestseller purs, impose discipline, set standards | 
Fees include lunch, snacks minar. and help form national teams. The train- 
же rivi да ing of amateur boxers should be left to 
knowledgeable private groups ос indi- 


ааа viduals, while the trainers and managers 
or бан Don Raui dp г of these talented and select amateur 
T. а х. Зак 1 fighters must go with the athletes to in- 
саги AT bad TU Peay E и ternational tournaments, If we open the 
to reserve ticket - x Sal for Rowena Vicente Also avaiable Ia Araneta Ticketnet Box Office gate to private groups, there would be a 
wider base to select our boxers for inter- 
national meets. We won't be left sending 
losing amateurs to the Olympics again 
and again. This way, the government can 
also save a lot of money spent for discov- 
ering, taining of amateur boxers. There 
will be a vast field with the professional 
boxing sector and other private entities 
being encouraged to join the quest for an 
Olympic gold medal, Look, if you train an 
amateur boxer now, spend time, effort, 
and give all you can, you'd get nothing in 
return, you'd never get him back once 
he's taken into the АВАР pool. The boxer 
would end up deserting you because you 
don’t have a contract with him. If the 
АВАР could provide assurance to private 
groups, there will be an influx of truly 
great Olympic hopefuls who abound all 
over the country." 
Unless the system is changed, Mr. Dac. 
er said, the RP Olympic gold medal will 
remain а dream forever. 
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BIG MOVE: Wesley So sizzles in Vietnam. 


FILIPINO whiz kids Wesley So and Jan 
Nigel Galan captured a pair of gold medals 
each yesterday to lead the Philippines to a 
five-gold haul and a respectable third place 
nish in the Sth Asean Age Group Chess 
‘Championships in Vung-Tau, Viemam. 
The 10-year-old boy in the old Promil 
television commercial tallied 8.5 points 
in nine rounds to rule the boys’ 12-under 
rapid event by two points over closest 


ssn. 
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pursuer Chung Juen-sen of Singapore. 

So, whose trip to the tournament is sup- 
ported by the First Gentleman Foundation 
of lawyer Jose Miguel Arroyo, also bagged 
the gold in standard play via a tiebreak 
over Terry Chua, also of Singapore. 

Galan matched So's feat by ruling the 
rapid event in the boys’ 10-under play 
and the team event with silver medalist 
Mare Christian Nazario, another player 


backed by the foundation. 

Team rookie Jedara Docena of Tagbi- 
laran, Bohol, accounted forthe country's 
fifth gold by topping the rapid event in 
the girl? 12-under division. 

Apart from Nazario’s runner-up finish, 
the Philippines also bagged seven silver 
and as many bronze medals in the cham- 
pionships that lured the region's finest 
young chess talents. 


nu 


150, Galan bag 2 golds each in Asean chess; RP 3rd 


University of the East Jünior stalwart 
‘Aices Salvador copped the silver in the 
rapid event of the girls’ 14-under play. 
Backed by the Manila Sports Council 
head Ali Atienza, Salvador won her last 
game despite suffering from conjunctivi- 
tis. 

‘Vietnam took top honors with 60 gold, 
36silver and 29 bronze medals, followed 


Olympic j jins revel | 


in joy, pride of fans ^ `; 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


‘THEIR bruises are still healing but the heartache of 
losing in the Olympics is long gone. 


Despite their failed medal 
bid in Athens, Greece, taek- 
wondo jins Mary Antoinette 
Rivero, Donald David Geisler 
and Tshomlee Go said they 
were surprised with all the 
recognition coming their way. 
“At first, masama ang loob 
namin. We were thinking that 
when we get home, mapapahiya 
kami. But even if we didn't get a 
medal, people are still proud of 
us,” said Go during a recent testi 
тоша! dinner at the Moro 
Lorenzo Sports Center at the 
‘Ateneo de Manila University. 


‘The Moro Lorenzo Sports 
Institute, a privately funded 
‘organization that trains and 
supports some of the country's 
top local athletes, awarded the. 
three jins and their coaches— 
Jobet Morales and Korean Kim 
тае Hyung—plaques of appre- 
ciation for their valiant effort 
in the Olympics. 

“Right now people still come 
upto us and say that they're 
proud of us, that we did very 
well. It makes us feel good,” 
said Geisler, who's still wearing 
a special orthopedic boot after 


dislocating his left ankle dur- 


ing the Games. 

“J can start training in six 
weeks. I'm hoping to qualify 
again in the 2008 Olympics. 
This was my second time but it 
always feels great to be an 
Olympian," said Geisler, a vet- 
eran of the Sydney Olympics. 

‘The Olympic experience 
was also overwhelming for Go 
and Rivero. "It was the best be- 
cause they treat athletes differ- 
ently. Everything is so differ- 
ent. You really can't compare 
the Olympics with other com- 
petitions,” said the 16-year-old 
Rivero, the country's youngest 
bet in Athens. 

Rivero moved within awin 
ofasilver medal after winning 


«129 


Pascua tops N. Luzon Milo run 


ТАОАС CITY—Reynaldo Pascua ended 
Rodolfo Tacadino's reign as Northem 
Luzon regional champion of the Nation- 
al Milo Marathon here yesterday. 

Pascua engaged Tacadino in a heated 
battle going into the final 10 kilometers 
of the 21-K race then finished strong to 
snap Tacadino's winning run at eight 
with a time of one hour, eight minutes 
and 54 seconds. 

Tacadino came home 11 seconds be- 
hind Pascua, with Leonardo Sebastian 
placing third. 

Pascua said he was prepared this 
time although he needed a mighty ef- 
fort in the last 500 meters to secure the 
victory worth P10,000 and a cellphone. 

‘Tacadino said he has not fully recov- 
егей after a bout with the flu last Thurs- 
day but added he could have given Pas- 
cua a good fight had he known a cell 
phone was also at stake. 

The women's race was a breeze for 
Vilma Butac, who completed the course. 

:31:59. She was followed home by 
American volunteers Leigh Bonner Till- 
man of Maryland (1:49:29) and Justine 
‘Anne Baruch of Colorado (1:54:54). 

The 19-year-old Butac, a student 


‘THE TOP three finishers in the men’s racein Laoag City with (from left) provincial 
board member Shirley Ongsin, Michael Keon, Imelda Marcos and Pat Goc-ong. 


from Mariano Marcos State University, 
said it was her first 21-Krace and vowed 
to train harder in the next two months 
fora decent showing in the finals. 

The top three male and female finish- 
ers will represent Region Tin the 42-K Na- 
tional Finals in Metro Manila on Nov. 14. 

The race, held in parmership with 
Globe Handyphone, Cebu Pacific, 
Bayview Park Manila, adidas and the 
Department of Tourism, finished here 
for the first time after organizers moved 
the race from Tuguegarao. 


Provincial board member and con- 
sultant for sports development Michael 
Keon, the former Project Gintong Alay 
chair, fired the starting gun that set off 
about 6,100 runners in front of the llo- 
cos Norte Provincial Capitol building. 

Former first lady Imelda Romualdez 
Marcos helped Milo Sports executive Pat 
Gocong and race director Rudy Biscocho 
in handing the awards to the winners. 

The 5-K fun run was dominated by 
James Galo (16:40) and Mary Abegail 
Bugao (24:27). 


Wilson drivers 


EQUIPMENT giant Wilson is introduc- 
ing a complete line of products using 
the revolutionary Nano technology in 
a bid to revitalize its position in the golf 
market on its 90th anniversary. 

‘The main items on the product bas- 
ket are the Wilson Staff PdS and 005 
drivers featuring Nano-Carbon crowns, 
titanium bodies and graphite shafts. 


redefine maximum distance 


Currently in the bag of Padraig Har- 
rington, the 400ce W/S PdS (Perfor- 
mance Driver) is designed for the ac- 
complished golfer seeking maximum 
distance without sacrificing creative 
shot shaping. The W/S Dd5 (Distance 
Driver) features a 460cc clubhead with 
a larger clubface desired by players 
seeking distance and forgiveness. 


Aside from the drivers, Wilson's new 
equipment arsenal also includes the 
Wilson Staff FwC fairway woods, hyd- 
brid (HbS) clubs, Tw5 wedge and the 
Archi Putter Series, five models сапу- 
ing the distinctive dark red arch which 
transfers weight further behind the 
face resulting in a balanced and stable 
putter through the putting stroke. 
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BEFORE AFTER 


WE'LL BE BACK: Donald Geisler, Marie Antoinette Rivero and 
‘Tshomlee Go before the Athens battles. 


over her opponents from Ar- 
gentina and the Netherlands in 
the women’s under-67 kg 
class. But she later lost to her 
veteran rival from Greece. 
Geisler needed three wins in 
the repechage round to wina 
bronze medal in the men’s un- 
der-80 kg category. But the ref- 
eree stopped his fight in the fi 
nal two minutes after his left 
ankle crashed into his Tunisian 
‘opponent's right knee. He was 


JRTEMOT ENGIUCIA 


taken out of the arena па 
stretcher 

Itwas also a heartbreaking 
loss for Go, who was defeated 
in the dying seconds of his first 
match in the men's under-57 
class. 

"T watched my game, 
sayang. Lalready watched it 
threé times. I guess it just. 
wasn't for me. But we'll try to 
do better next time. We want. 
to be back,” said Go. 


Are you thinning? Are you receding? Are you bald? 
We have the permanent solution!!! Its natural 
looking, it grows, its your own hair, the only 
maintenance you needis a monthly ut. 


Bojer ilistfained Hair Transplant surge 
fe бун 2,00 patri rtl -z 


| MAKATI 8130691 «: Ke 2212682 


Керго 


LIFE GETS BETTER EVERYDAY. . 


BYD-3089 


INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY AND DURABILITY 


RIGHT BEFORE:YOUR EYES | 


+ MPEG 4 compatible 
+ DVD / SVCD I VCD / MP3 / 
DVD-R / CD-R / CD-RW / CD / 
JPG compatible 
trong Error Correction 
500 Lines High Clarity Pictures 
2 Kinds of Captions 
+8 Languages 


+ 5.1 Sound-Track Output 
Full Karaoke Function 
juilt-in Digital Amplifier 
TS Digital Output 
+ Dolby AC-3 Output 
+ S-Video Output 
+ Digital Coaxial/Optical. 
Multi-Region Code 


FEATURES 
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©) 


оуо-100 омо-квгове омо-кавова” 


ABLE AT LEADING APPLIANCE STORES NA 
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; Cockfightin: 
CALL FOR EXHIBITORS AND г and bid fit. 
CONFERENCE DELEGATES! ^ Ни one nire u 
; HERE'S a toast to a cocker-gentleman and my 
former Evening Post colleague, Rey Briones, for 
preserving his winning ways in the local cock- 
iting scene. 

A past World Slash- [m — 
er champion and Pasay 
Cockpit “Cocker of the 
Year," Briones recently 
emerged а to-winner 
of the 18th Annual 
Ray-Showdown 7-Stag 
Derby at the Roligon 
Mega Cockpit. 

Posting an impie ^W 
sive six wins against ia 
спу опе ке Вота Manolo R. Inigo 
John Pe, Romy Tan 
and Romano Castillo in the star-studded derby 
hosted by Danny Ty and Romero Yu. 

‘And while on the subject of cockfighting, I say 
we are fortunate that the deadly bird fiu has not 
yet reached our shores. Only last Wednesday, 
‘Thailand reported the death of a fighting-cock 
handler who was stricken with the HSN1 virus 
after 30 of his fighting cocks died due to the lethal 
strain. He was the 28th Asian fatality since bird 
fiu swept the region this year. 

‘According to news reports, the World Health 
Organization said the man's death was unlikely 
to be the last as the virus was endemic in Asia. 
“The virus is still there and we don’t think any re- 
al progress has been made in fully eradicating it" 
said Peter Cordingley WHO spokesperson for 
Western Pacific. Cordingley added that fighting- 
cock handlers were particularly at greater risk be- 
cause training the birds required extensive and 
personal handling. 

Bird flu is considered by medical experts as 
comparable, if not deadlier, to last years global 
‘outbreak of SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- 
drome). So far, Thailand, Viemam, Indonesia, 
China and Malaysia have all reported bird flu. 
outbreaks since July. 

“We are not worried,” said Briones during an 
interview. “All our fighting cocks are well cared 
for. We have taken preventive measures by giving 
ош chickens regular dosages of antibiotics and 
multivitamins, aside from the fact that our farms 
are clean and well-maintained.” 

‘Scientists said migrating birds could have intro- , 
duced the virus in their droppings or passed it on 
to domesticated birds during stopovers in their an- 
ual winter journeys south for the warm weather 
Ever since the first outbreak of bird flu in Asia, mil- 
lions of birds have been killed to contain it. 

Asia is a major source of chickens and ducks, 
supplying 27 percent of the world’s poultry 
needs. According to economic experts, if bird flu 
is not contained in the region, it would devastate 
Asia's poultry industry and leave thousands of 
people jobless. 


ОМ GAMBLING: Reports that the gambling op- 
erations of Macau casino king Stanley Ho have 
madea comeback in the country are wearing thin. 
with antigambling crusaders, who say that the 
government must stop Ho and his cronies from 
conducting their activities here because gambling 
destroys the lives of people and undermines the 
moral fiber of the nation. 

“People need jobs, not gambling,” former 
Manila Mayor Mel Lopez once said. Lopez or- 
dered the closure of two casinos in 1990 when he 
was the city’s chief executive. 

“People should realize that gambling is not the 
way to eam money" stressed the influential 
Catholic Bishops Con- 
ference of the Philip- 
pines. “People should 
know that God does 
not approve ofthat.” 

And in a privilege 
speech he delivered 
last Monday, Samar 
Rep. Catalino Figueroa 
said, "Even industries 
catering to our vices 
are being taken over 
by foreigners.” He said 
а group of notorious 
characters identified 
with Ho is now "mov- 
ing steadily and force- 
fully into controlling 
the casino and other 
gambling operations in 


According to PDI re- 
porter Carlito Pablo, 
Figueroa said a certain 
Jack Lin, also known 
as Lin Wei Cheng, “qui- 
edy inaugurated” the 
Sheraton Marina Casi- 
no Hotel in Malate un- 
dera franchise granted 
by’ the Philippine 
Amusement and Gam- 

Corp. Figueroa 
added he could notun- 


. PHILIPPINE ADVERTISING: RELOADED 
г The 2004 ASAP Conference. - 


= October 19-20, 2004 - Hotel Intercontinental 


MESSA 


т. 


CREATE. CONNECT. CONVERT. 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND: 

Brand and Product Managers, Promotion Managers, 
Communication Managers, Advertising & Marketing 
Managers, Agency Account Managers, Direct Marketing 
Managers, Creative Directors, Media Managers, 


Corporate Communicators, Photographers, Copywriters, 
Jingle writers, General Managers/Owners. æ 


CONFERENCE KEY TOPICS: 

OCTOBER 19, 2004 (DAY 1) 

* Global Advertising Trends & Directions 

* The Making of a TV Commercial Project 

* Breakthrough in Commercial Photography Project 

* Mobile and Wireless Advertising 

* Below the Line Advertising: Challenges and 
Corporate Strategies 

OCTOBER 20, 2004 (DAY 2) 

* Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)-panel discussion 

* The Making of My Favourite Ad Jingle 

* Amazing World of Animation and Special Effects 

* Alternative Channel: Electronic Media and Web 
Advertising 


v EXHIBIT BOOTH RATE: 


2.0 x 2.0 sqm BOOTH aE P25,000.00** (Inclusive of VAT) 


** inclusive of basic booth amenities: Wall panel, carpet, (охда, negotiable table and 
chairs, convenience outlet, flourescent lighting, general directory listing, general 
а пени 


REGISTRATION FEE: 


ASAP Member 
EARLY BIRD P 4,000.00* 
Regular Rate P 5,000.00* 
On-Site Rate р 6,000.00* 


Non-ASAP Member | RATE 


EARLY BIRD. P 5,000.00* 
Regular Rate р 6,000.00* 
On-Site P 7,000.00* 
STUDENT P 3,000.00* 


* Inclusive of 2 days conference attendance, snacks, lunch and kit. 


RATE DATE PERIOD. 


up to 15 Sep 04 
16 Sep to 18 Oct '04 
1906104 


| pare. PERIOD 


up to 15 Sep 04 
16 Sep to 18 Oct '04 
19 Oct '04 


SPONSORS: Glebe INQUIRER 


ASAP SECRETARIAT: 
For more deta: 

реке cal 8930564, 
8930738 or farus at 
8930404 or email us 

at sasecOpacicnet ph 
or vist cur west at 


е PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


NOTICE TO DEPOSITORS OF THE CLOSED 
FIRST SAVINGS BANK 


National Power Corporation 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


NPC-MMSD 2004-016 1. The Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation (PDIC) will start its operations for the servicing of 
The sed Munda Coe (PAC AOD ы НЕС rn анн ar e ry aati Tare гей punts a he cose Fat Savings Bank (FS) on Tuesday, September t 
гшде» Damas eus roceed di the FSB office/branch where they jintained 
Schule - Depostor are requested to proceed cect lo the FSB offe re bey тал 
e NER е ren iul тороло ае wnt have boon designated os payal sas (pease refer 1o tle below), РОС. 
ip peres ара ae satonod a теле pay sts 10 accepi clams and entertain queres of 
T ри орозо dung fice hours, Monday 1o Friday. 
Kato Room Tho PDIC nas designated Lan Banko th Phlippines (LBP) as а paying agent Numbers ot 
Deas cams Painava baen tad ove by PEIC to LBP shal be posted at e payot ses 
Врата еее roguata [o refar hese numbers belare procendng to LP sevcng 
ME e мун c dai : 


Power QualtyAnahzerfor | PBOADSOSMNERTSTA 
Bantayan DPP "MAN" 22) 


130000000 


MechankalParslorPoHo СРР PB040927-MMSB1734 
“Perkins” 7 
Electrical Parts for Puerto 
Princesa DPP Рени“. 
MechankalParslorPB 116  PBO4OTIS-MMJP1239 
“Perkins” P82) 


2331,10000 


PROWOSZT-MMAMI735 24340000 


Sept 28,2004 
200РМ. 
Калао Воот 


21757500 FSB Office Payoff Site LBP Servicing | Duration of initial 


Operations 
September 1410 
30, 2004 
September 1410 
30,2004 
‘September 1410 
October 5, 2004 
‘September 1410 
October 5, 2004 


DrydockingofPowerBarge 111  PB040928-MMVB1736 


Е Rodriguez Ave. 
located at Katamansig, Sutan 
Kudarat 


Head Office 
Cubao Branch 


300000000 268 Е. Rodriguez Sr. Bid. 
New Manlia, Quezon City 

597 CRB Bldg, EDSA, Cubao, 
Quezon City 

514 Recto Ave, comer Sto. 
Cisto St, Tondo, Manila 
Рата Rizal 91. Plaza Aldea 
Tanay, Rizal 


A Pre bidding Conference wli be heis for te folowing bidding schedules: 

Schedule Date Time Place 
Schedule ГТ EXER ЮРУ Koranas Funan roam 
Schedule Sept 13,2004 З00РМ. Morones Function Room. 


Complete sets of Application form for Eligiblity and Bid Documents may be obtained from the Materials 
‘Management Services Division, Materials Management Dept of NPC, Diiman, Quezon City wih Tel. No. $245357/ 


Divisoria Branch 


Plaza Fizal Branch 


9246477 upon payment of non-refundable fee of PHP 500.00 per schedule starting on September 3, 2004, from 
83010 11:30 AM. only. No bid documents wil be issued 3 days before he date c bidding. 

Bids wil be received al the assigned Bidding Room, MMSD, MMD, NPC, Diiman, Quezon City on the date end 
{Ime spectied above after which Eligbity Requirements and Bid Proposals wi! be opened in the presence of 
attending bidders. Certificate of Registration Issued by PSD/MMSD wil be honored provided that the Certification 
Issuilvald : 

Prospective Bidders shall signify conformance lo bidding terms and conditions as required and shall ensure ha 
‘same through proper submisslovexecuton in accordance wilh the IRR of Republic Act No. 9184. 

The Bidder shal furnish as pat of hiser bid, a bid security In he amount equivalent o a percentage of the 
approved budget for the contract to be bid in he form of Cash, Managers/Cashie's Check, текосаме Letter of 
Credit - One Percent (1%), Bank Guarantee - One and а half percent (1.5%), Surely Bond - Two and a half 
percent (25%, penal and callable on demand issued by a Surely or Insurance Company acceded by the Offce 
(ofthe insurance Commission, 

[NPC reserves tho right to reject any ог all bids at any tima prior to award of contract, waive any decis therein, 
and accept ве ofer most advantageous to the Corporation, without thereby сити any of ће folowing: a) ably 
whatsoever lo offset expenses ог losses the bidder may incur inthe preparation of the bids and b) obigaten Ю 
Inform ho affected bidder or bidders ofthe grounds forthe basis ofthe ВАС acton. 


(Sgd.) LORENZO S. MARCELO 
‘Chaiman, Bids and Awards Committee- 


MMSO-NPC 
(POL September & 13,2004) 


After the sald dates, all depositors can file their claims personally at the PDIC Claims Counter, 6th 
Floor, SSS Bidg., Ayala Avenue comer V.A. Rufino St., Makati City, from Monday to Friday, 8:00 
‘AM. to 5:00 P.M., or by mall addressed to: 
The Officer-In-Charge, Claims Processing Department 
Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation 
2228 Chino Roces Avenue 
1231 Makati City 
. Depositors are advised to present the following requirements to the PDIC representatives when 
filing their claims: 
а. Original evidence of deposit such as Savings Passbook and/or Certificate of Time Deposits 
andlor Unused Checks and Latest Bank Statement. 
b. Two (2) latest identification cards/documents (IDs) with depositors signature, 
Other documents maybe required by the PDIC representatives in the course of their processing 
of claims filed. 
|, Pursuant to the provision of R.A. 3591, аз amended by R.A. 9302, the prescriptive date (last 
day) for fing of ciaims for insured deposits ia the closed First Savings Bank в on Septembor 7, 
2006. After September 7, 2006, PDIC as insurer, shall no longer accept any claim for insured 
‘deposits maintained with the said closed bank. 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
[POL September 13 8 14.7000 


derstand why Pagcor 
was granting franchis- 
es to establishments 
when it was clear that. 
only Congress had the 
authority to grant 
gambling franchises, 

Figueroa also said 
Lin was also the man 
behind the repored 
renovation of Нов 
floating гедашапс 
docked at the back of 
the Cultural Center of 
the Philippines com- 
plex for opening of a 
new hotel casino in Oc- 
tober and at the Fort 
locandia hotelcasino 
in locos Norte. 


(€———— 
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Annika hits stride, 
zeroes in on crown 


BROKEN ARROW, Ok- 
lahoma—Annika So- 
renstam took a three- 
stroke lead into the fi 
nal round of the John 
Q. Hammons Hotel 
Classic, shooting a 3- 


and abogey. 

“1 really wasnt in 
trouble, that's the key 
here, hitting fairways, 
hitting greens,” Soren- 
stam said. "Tve got to 
continue to do that. 


under 68 on Saturday Anything can happen 

оп the demanding on this course” 

Cedar Ridge Country Johanna Head (69), 

Club course. SORENSTAM Karen Stupples (70) 
"The Swedish star, the 2002 win- and Shi Hyun Ahn (73) were five 


пег at Tulsa Country Club who is 
making her first LPGA Tour start 
since the Women's British Open in 
late July had an 8-under 134 total. 
England's Joanne Morley was sec- 
ond aftera 67. 

“Т didn't touch a golf club for 
three weeks. I'm surprised" said 
Sorenstam, who won the HP Open 
їп Sweden on Aug. 8 in her last 
tournament appearance, 

Sorenstam, seeking her fifth LP- 
GA Tour win of the season and 53rd 
ofher career, had a strong ballstrik- 
ing day hitting 16 greens in regul; 
tion and finishing with four birdies 


strokes back at 3 under, and sec- 
ondround leader Christina Kim 
(75) was another shot behind along 
with Kelli Kuehne (72) and Mikaela 
Parmlid (140). 

Sorenstam, who began the 
round a stroke behind Kim, quickly 
moved to the top of the leader- 
board. 

Kim hit her third shot into the 
water én route toa double bogeyon 
the par-5 opening hole to drop into 
a tie with Sorenstam and Morley at 
5 under and Sorenstam moved 
ahead with a 10-foot birdie putt on 
the par-3 second hole. АР 


fey tio atrocities 
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Sports remembers 9-1 -1 1 


NEW YORK—On the third anniversary of the 
Sept. 11 attacks, the victims were remem- 
bered and honored in sporting events around 
the country and the world. 

In Baltimore, the New" York Yankees wore 
‘commemorative hats with an American flag on 
the side during their game against the Orioles. 

"It seems that you can say that it's only three’ 
years, and yet it seems like yesterday and yet it 
seems like its been with us our whole life,” Yan- 
kees manager Joe Torre said Saturday. 

In Valencia, Spain, Olympic gold-medal cyclist 
‘Tyler Hamilton marked the anniversary after his 
time trial win at the Spanish Vuelta. During an 
interview with a Spanish television station, he 
dedicated his win to the victims of the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks. 

‘At the US Open in New York, a tribute to the 
citys police and fire departments was held be- 
tween the second and third set of the meris 
semifinal between Lleyton Hewitt and Joachim. 
Johansson. 

Saturday evening's women's final began on а 
somber note, with spectators joining in a mo- 
ment of silence to remember victims of Sept. 11, 
2001, and the recent terrorist attack at a school 
in Russia. Svetlana Kuznetsova and Elena De- 
mentieva both wore black ribbons in memory of 
the hundreds of Russian victims, and they 


NOW SHOWING 


OAKVILLE, Ontario— 
Mike Weir could not 
have hit the ball any 
better. 

He can't recall 
putting any worse. 

On a crazy day at 
the Canadian Open, 
"Weir made only one 
birdie putt out of 13 
good chances—eight 
of those misses inside 
18 feet—but stil 
managed to increase 
his lead by three 
shots in his bid to be- 
come the first Cana- 
dian їп 50 years to 
win his national 
championship. 

“I could tell things 
weren't happening,” 
Weir said after a 1- 
under 70. "Some- 
times you've got to 
wait for it. And 1 had 
to wait for 18 holes.” 

The only birdie 


BAWAL MANUOD ANG MGA MAHIHINA ANG SIKMURA 
PASISIGAWIN КА MULA SIMULA HANGGANG WAKAS. 


to bring him back 
from the dead? 


putt he made Satur- 
day at Glen Abbey 
came at a good 
time—a 6-footer оп 
the 18th that gave 
him a three-shot lead 


FLASH! SEE THIS FILM AHEAD OF THE 
USA RELEASE rron MIRAMAX 


[gg 


over Vijay Singh, Jes- 


perParnevikand Cliff 
Kresge. AP 


Shaq 
cuts 
record 


LOS ANGELES—The 
way Shaquille O'Neal 
sees it, he soars high- 
er than Kobe Bryant, 
and he's got the rap 
to back it up. And the 
Miami Heat center 
isn't crazy about De- 
troit Pistons center 
Ben Wallace, either. 

O'Neal's latest rap 


album effort is a CD 
entitled “Hot in Here 
Part Five.” 

On “You Not The 
Fightin’ Туре" 
O'Neal sets out to 
even scores. with 


Bryant, who he be- 
lieves got him traded 
from the Los Angeles 
Lakers, and Wallace, 
whose Pistons de- 
feated the Lakers for 
this years NBA 
championship. 

“I heard your little 
interview and what 
Ben Wallace said, I 
ain't got no response 
for spider-web head,” 
O'Neal raps. 

"Even with wings 
you never as fly as 
me,” he continues. 
"You remind me of 
Kobe Bryant trying to 
beas high as me.” AP 
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They Are America’s Best. 
Their Identities Are Protected. 
Their Missions Are Highly Classified. 
Can They Survive The Final Assignment? 


Gang 


PATRICIA 


La 


acm 3 SLATER 
i Ж. + 


CHRISTIAN vat 


KILME 


walked out from the locker room wearing blue 
baseball caps with “FDNY” and “NYPD” to honor 
New York's police and fire workers, Dementieva 
asked the crowd to observe another moment of 


AFLAGis unfurled before the US Open women's inal as fans hold а moment of silence 
In memory of the victims of the Sept. 11,2001 terror attacks. 


REUTERS 


silence after the match, 

The New York Mets honored relatives of vic- 
tims, as well as survivors of the attacks, before 
their game with Philadelphia at Shea Stadium. AP. 


II'S THE TALK-OF-THE-TOWN 
NOW SHOWING 


HAGBALA NG PANYO, SIGURADONG BABAHA КС LUNA, 


—— 


"MORE WIT AND ШЕ THAN 


HABANG PINAPANUOD NYO 170, 


WEAN ШЕ 


KENT TURNER FILN-FORWARD.COM, 


E МЕЕТ ‘THE STUDENTS OF A.E.C. HIGH. 
HEAVEN HELP US. 


Je OBINSONSS. - 
MOWIEWORE гр“ 


ТОР МОМЕ ТНЕАТЕК 


Annual National Family Consumers 
Consumer's Quality Award 2003 Choice Award 2003 


6324115 to 16 


Ac | ат "Acc 
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CONNIE 


а CONNIE 


2 CARLA 


CINEMA 1 i 5 
Tux | THE TERMINAL — 11:00, 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 10:00 


‘THE TERMINAL 
2 «meme |3 


DODGEBALL 


поло, 120,329, 40,740, 10:00 


GODSEND 
46, 190,318, £30,745, 1000 


JANDARA 


5 ANACONDAS 
1240, 300, 520,740, 1000 


THE NOTEBOOK 
i00. 1240.300, ва t 1000 7 


1120, 145,430,715, 1000 


yTHE TOOL BOX MURDERS 
1045, 1:00, 3:18, бэ, 745, 1000 


RINCESS DIARIES 2 


HAUNTED opene DM 
20,200, 440, 720, 1000. 
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GREENBELT 2: MUSIC STYLES. SAVOUR NATURE EXHIBIT 
from Thursday io Saturday (7-10pm) BY WWF PHILIPPINES. 
ным отта Ane окр at mcs мини из Greenbelt 3 Lobby, September 1 to 14 


REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents PINOCCHIO 
t REP's GLOBE THEATER - August 7 to December 12. 20 


TRADE HALL FOR EXHIBITS, EVENTS AND MORE! 
For inquiries and bookings, please call 750-4982 to 84 
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No more waiting in linel 
Purchase your tickets online 
using cash or credi 


MPASS the country's first and only online prepaid ticketing system 
that allows you to purchase tickets online in Just 3 easy stops! 


1. BUY CREDITS at the Greenbelt 3 Sureseats 
Cinema Counter. 


2. LOAD ACCOUNT спо when you log on to 
woww.sureseats.com 
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School а 
exemption 
for Muslims 
TAMPA, Florida—The 
University of South 
Fiorida will ask the Na- 
tional Collegiate Athletic 
Association to grant an 
‘exemption to Its uniform. 
policy and allow a Mus- 
lim player to wear Islam- 
1с clothing on the bas- 
ketball court. Andrea 
‘Armstrong, a Muslim. 
convert, said she left the. 
team and lost her athlet- 
1с scholarship last week 
after her coach told her 
‘she could not wear rell- 
giously mandated cloth- 
Ing during practices or 
games. She wanted to 
‘wear long pants, a top. 
‘with long sleeves and a. 
head scarf. School offi- 
cials said Armstrong. 
voluntarily left the team. 
and was not pressured 
to do so. In a meeting 
Friday involving Arm- 
strong, the university 
and the Council on 
‘American-Islamic Rela- 
tions, officials agreed the 
team would accommo- 
date her Islamic attire 
and reinstate her schol- 
arship. The university al- 
зо agreed to work with 
the NCAA on this matter. 
The NCAA's basketball 
rule book devotes five 
pages to uniforms but 
does not address reli- 
gowisws. АР 


cockfight 


slated 

AFTER THE highly suc- 
cessful RAY-Showdown 
derby, Roligon Мера. 
Соскр! sets its eyes on 
another proven yearly 
blookbuster—the cash- 
rich Rolly доп 2004. 
Stag Festival 5-Stag Der- 
by. Backed by Thunder- 
bird Enertone & Thun- 
derbird Mult-Grain Con- 
centrate, the three-day 
competition is seton 
Oct. 2, 4, and 6. A guar- 
anteed cash prize of 
1,000,000 is at stake 
tor alow entry fee of 
6,600. Minimum betis 
P4,400. Handler's prize 
is P70,000, while the top. 
gaffer gets P30,000. A 
P50,000 day champion 
prize foreach of the two 
separate two-stag elimi- 
nations is at stake on 
Oct. 2and 4, 


NCA derby 


postponed 
THE THIRD leg of the 
МСА 7-Stag Derby 
scheduled on Sept. 14 
and 16 and hosted by 
Rue! Ricafort, Edgar 
‘Santos and Ronnie Puno 
at the Araneta Coliseum 
has been moved to give 
way to the UAAP men's 
seniors basketball game 
between the De La Sale 
Green Archers and Ate- 
‘neo Blue Eagles. The 
derbies after the third leg 
will go on as scheduled 
and are set on the origi- 
nal dates. The highlight 
of the NCA 7-Stag Derby 
series is the grueling 8- 
‘Stag National Champi- 
onship on Nov. 9, 11, 
and 13 which will dra- 
‘matically end the МСА 
‘Stag Wars. Also up for 
grabs is the coveted 
 Stagfighter of the Year 
‘Award, given to the entry 
with the best win record 
for the entire duration of 
the NCA series. 


Gent’s 
stagfest set 


THE EXPLOSIVE one- 
оп-опе duel of big-time 
cockers takes the spot- 
lightinthe Gentleman. 
Cockers Association of 
the Philippines (GCAP) 
5-Stag Derby series 
starting today atthe Las 
Piñas Coliseum. Pagcor- 
Casino Filipino and 
Sagupaan Complexor 
3000 are the sponsors. 
Derby aficionados can. 
expect fierce matches 
pitting last weeks cham- 
pion Patrick Antonio 
against Sonny Lagon; 
2004 NCA Cocker of the 
Year winners Pol Estrel- 
lado and Boy Royo ver- 
sus Ramon Man- 
‘cenares; Mayor Nene 
Aguilar challenging Вер. 
Rudy Albano; Вепје Lim. 
facing Jet Femando and 
Gov. Ito Ynares against 
Bullack Fortaleza and 
Ryochi Salto. For detalls, 
call 8731040 and 
8743910. 


By Edwin Villanueva 
Contributor 


DOMINATING. 

‘That summed up yesterday's fiery 
run of Hermie Esguerra’s gallopers 
who swept all three big races at the 
San Lazaro Leisure Park. 

Real Slew won the fifth leg of the 
Imported Stakes Series, capping the 
sizzling show that also starred One 
Vision and Real Tough. 

One Vision got back at stable- 
mate Lamborghini in topping the 
PreJuvenile, while Real Tough 
proved too tough for the field in 
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capturing the National Defense Col- 
lege Cup. 

Ace jockey Pat Dilema more than 
made up for Lamborghini narrow 
los to the Ronald Baldonido- 
steered One Vision as he powered 
Real Slew and Real Tough to the 
other victories for the prominent 
Plaridel, Bulacan, horseowner. 

Real Slew, a 5-year-old chestnut 
mare sired by King’s Theatre out of 
Chase the Chick, barreled ahead at 
the top of the stretch then outkicked 
stablemate Royal Catch as Esguer- 
Ta's bets scored а rare double 1-2 
finish, 


At the end of the 1,600-meter tum to beat second placer Day and 
race, Real Slew was a length up оп. Night by six lengths in the one-mile 
the Baldonido-guided Royal Catch, event 
while Surprise Target arrived six Earlier, the Justino “Nick” Atien- 
lengths off the winner after nipping .za-trained One Vision, а 2-year-old 
Time Gentleman and Being There. chestnut filly by former Triple 
“Alam kong mananalo па pagsu- Crown champion Real Top out of 
ngaw sa rekta kasi di ko pa pinapalé Admirala, caught Lamborghini in 
eh knew weld win by the time we фе dwindling strides to the wire to 
reached the top of the stretch be- avenge her loss to the latter in the 
cause I hadn't applied the whip first leg of the Juvenile Champi- 
ye," said Dilema, who practically  onships. 
‘used the same ploy on Real Tough. “Maybe she (Lamborghini) got 
Real Tough, a 4-year-old bay colt rattled because ifs her first time to 
by Heart of Arabia out of Golden run at the SLL” said Dilema in Fil- 
Doble, pulled away at the home іріло. 


Phelps starts training for Beijing 2008 


TOWSON, Maryland—Michael Phelps isn't 
wasting time. He's getting ready for the 2008 


Bejing Olympics. 
the next four years,” he said. 


Asked if he would try again to match Mark quiet street that's home to Towson High School, 
Spitz record seven gold medals, Phelps said, Ч was renamed “Mickael Phelps Way” Phelps grad- 


wouldn't count anything out.” uated from the school two years ago. 
“Туе already started my training schedule for Phelps, 19, could re- 


tire from swimming to- 


‘Three weeks after the Athens Games, in which morrow and his legacy 
he won six gold medals and two bronze, Phelps would be secure. 


was feted in his hometown Saturday. 


Junior 
golf 


Cedar Avenue, the 


school ANACONDAS 


slated 


жее 


„ЇЇ DODGEBALL - 


THE SAMSUNG Jun- 
golf Tour resumes 
"With the school sea- 
son series starting оп. 
Sunday, Sept. 19 at 


D 12:00 9245 pm 4307 Ets pm E00 рт 


rn 2:18 pm 3 pm EAS pn ре 


j GODSEND 


T2000 2:18 pm 30 pm EAS pm 340 pm 


the Mt. Malarayat ARANETA COLISEUM 


E ET DLSU vs Loser FEU / ADMU 


Golf and County 
Club in Lipa, Batan- 
gas and the Riviera 
Executive Course in 
Silang, Cavite. 
Players in Class A 
(15-17 years), Class В 
(12-14), Class C (11- 
12) and Class D (9-10) 
will be teeing off at 
Malarayat, while those 
in Class E (7-8) and 
Class F (6-under) will 
be at the pitch-and- 
putt Riviera layout. 


— 


wee OVI GUIDE 


will mark the retum of 


MANILA 


the country’s top jun- [EASTERN 


golfers to the local fair- 
ways afer а ui 
umphant campaign in 
intemational events. 
During the past 
three months, local 
jungolfers had won big 
‘events in America and 
їп Southeast Asia with 
JR Gonzales coming 
home with the biggest 
prize, a Junior World 
trophy as winner of 
the boys 7-8 yearsdivi- , 
sion in San Diego. 
Miguel Tabuena 
and Dottie Ardina Ще 
wise won their divi- 
sions in the US Kids 
World Championship, 
Marcel Puyat won in 
the Asian Masters in 
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JST LOVE REWIND BEGINS SEPT 15 


* THE BEST ROMANTIC COMEDY 
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“YOU DONT HAVE TO 
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Indonesia, and Paulina 
Sotto topped her class 


in the McGregor-Hong 
‘Kong Junior Open, 


‘Para’ 
cager 
banned 


‘COLORADO 
SPRINGS, Col- 
orado—Paul Hil, а 
United States Para- 
lympic — wheelchair 
basketball hopeful, 
маз issued a two-year 
ban by the US Anti- 
Doping Agency here 
after testing positive 


Байерн 
stances. LORES 
Wil 41, tested 
positive for noran- 
drosterone and nore- 
EE ааг 
abolic steroids, from 
a sample taken last 
May. [enema | 
Hill became the [С МА м 


26th US athlete this 
year facing punish- 
ment as a result of a 
USADA drug viola- 
tion, AFP 
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NEW YORK—In heat or wind, before а 
crowd for or against him, facing Andre 
Agassi’s baseline bashing or Tim Нептап 
get-to-the-net style: When Roger Federer is 
on his game, it doesn't seem to matter what 
he has to deal with. 

Now Lleyton Hewitt of Australia will try 
todisrupt him. 

‘The top-ranked Federer moved within a 
victory of becoming the first man since 
1988 to win three Grand Slam tournaments 
ina year, beating No. 5 Henman, 6-3, 6-4, 6- 
4, Saturday in the US Open semifinals. 


"PHILIPPINE DAILY 


1 wake up, I'm 100 percent into tennis and 
ready to go.” 

їп Sunday's final, Federer will play 2001 
US Open champion Hewitt, who was nearly 
flawless himself in eliminating No. 28 
Joachim Johansson of Sweden, 6-4, 7-5, 6- 
3. As Hewitt scrambled along the baseline, 
getting to everything Johansson offered, his 
sneakers squeaked with each step, sound- 
ing like high-pitched bird chirps. 

It was the first time since 1986 that no 
Americans were in the men’s semifinals at 
the US Open. 


€ 


чан 


man (now 6-3 against the Swiss star) and 
Hewitt (8-5). Asked what weaknesses of ' 
Federer's he'll try to exploit, Hewitt said: 
“Idon't know. There's nota lot of them.” ; 
The crowds at the Open love an un- £ ; 
derdog, and Henman got more positive 
energy Saturday than he normally 
does at Wimbledon, where he's 
hounded by the pressure of a nation 
looking for a British champion. 
The fans tried to will him past 
Federer, who silenced them by 
conjuring twice as many 
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MEGA SALE! 
on Sept.23 & 26, 2004 + STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP. 


TRUCKS * HEAVY EQUIPMENT + MISC: ITEMS 
Onthese dates: SEPT. 23 - 26, 2004 
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Fra Iuno: peint o m 


"1 feel very confident out оп the court,” 
Federer said. “It's important that every day, 


Only three players have more than five 
career wins over Federer, and two are Hen- 


£ 
а 
winners (31) аз unforced / „И 
епов (19. АР 7 „2 


Russian teen ^^ 


ags US Open: 


EW YORK—By all rights, 

Svetlana Kuznetsova 

should have been a cycling 
star: Her brother and parents all 
won or coached others to Olympic 
medals and world titles in that 
sport. Kuznetsova gave it a shot, 
hated it, and moved on to tennis. 

What a brilliant career move. Still just 19, 
with braces on her teeth, she's the US Open 
champion, the third straight Russian woman 
towin a major. 

Pounding ferocious forehands and cover- 
ing the baseline with the muscular legs of a 
Tour de France rider, Kuznetsova over- 
whelmed Elena Dementieva, 6-3, 7-5, Satur- 
day night in the American Grand Slams first 
all-Russian final. 

“When I played the first game, I was, 
"Wow, there are so many people out here: 1 
was nervous,” said Kuznetsova, never past 
the quarterfinals at a major before. "This 
moming, | was nervous. I was stiff. But some- 
thing inside of me was tl ling me I would be 

As of four months ago, no Russian woman 
had ever won a major, but Anastasia Myskina 
beat Dementieva in the French Open final, 
and Maria Sharapova won Wimbledon. Rus- 
sians occupy half of the top 10 spots in the 

“Russia is just a powerful country" said 


D 


Kuznetsova, the youngest Open champion 
since Serena Williams was 17 in 1999. 
“There's competition between us.” 

Until now, Kuznetsova probably was the | 
least-known of her country’s crop of rising | 
stars, instead most famous for being Martina 
Navratilova's former doubles partner. They 
won five ties as a pair and were the run- 
mers-up at the 2003 Open. 

How anonymous is Kuznetsova? After a 
practice session 1 1/2 hours before the 
match, she walked across the National Ten- 
nis Center grounds without getting asked for 
autographs. or photos. She might as well 
have been another fan waiting for the US 
Open final to start. 

Saturday evening began on a somber 
note, with 20,524 spectators joining in 
а moment of silence to remember 
victims of Sept. 11, 2001, 
and the recent terrorist 
attack at a school in Rus- 
sia. 

“ва great day for me 
as a tennis player,” De- 
mentieva said. “Its a 
day to remember. You 
los hundreds of 
people on Sept. 

11, 2001— 
Sept. 1, 2004, 


ме lost 
dreds of chil- 
dren.” 


hun- 


AP 


JAN. 30, 1994. Afternoon. It was hot. Inside 
the full-packed Ninoy Aquino Stadium, sweat 
came down my face and body as! rested, hav- 
ing barged into the quarterfinals of the presti- 
gious Asian Taekwondo Championships wel- 
terweight division. I had just ourpointed an 
awkward but tough Kuwaiti. 

All warmed up, again ready todo battle, I 
felt the rush of adrenalin pumping through my 
veins. I had mixed feelings of pride, excite- 
ment and anxiety when I heard organizers call 
meto the center court. I could feel the roar of 
the delighted hometown crowd. 

Twas the last Filipino standing in Asia's 
toughest competition wherein Korea, the 
world’s taekwondo hotbed, was atthe helm. 
То add tomy restiveness, I was up against Kim 
Kyong Hun, an imposing and towering 6-foot- 
7 Korean, the reigning Asian champion who 
would later win an Olympic gold. | was barely 
21 years old then, 6 feet and a neophyte in the 
Asian level. 

Twas hit with a long combination of lower 
roundhouse kicks, so strong I felt the Korean's 
overwhelming power penetrate through my 
armor and to my ribs. I was hurt and intimi- 

|, dated but I overcame fear. I tried to shun pain. 

As I furiously chased him all over the court, 
he fought back fiercely. [was down, 3-2, atthe 
end of the second. But as the final round start- 
ed, I mustered all my strength and courage 
and threw an endless flurry of kicks, hitting the 
surprised Korean who was now on the defen- 


set my sights only on the gold. 


| MEMORIES OFAN UNDERDOG 
А jin’s rough road to victory | 


By Ali Atienza 


3 
T was the toughest 

fight of my life, but 
against all odds, I 
prevailed against the 
stunned Kim, 5-3, as 
the crowd raced to 
the center courtand 
tossed me with my 
arms raised in victory 

as ifI had just won the gold. 

‘The win had assured the Philippine team of 
at east a bronze medal but, nevertheless, it 
was just sweet as gold because I was the first 
Filipino ever to beat a Korean in the sport. 

Му next bout was against a talented but in- 
experienced Vietnamese. Having beaten a Ko- 
rean, more so ап Asian champion, I felt confi- 
dent that no one could stop me from reaching 
thefinals. And I did as breezed through the 
young jin from Ho Chi Minh City tobe assured 
of at least asilver 

Аве crowd and the Philippine team re- 
Joiced, the other side of the bracket would re- 
Veal that was on a collision course with a two- 
from Chinese Taipei for the ultimate battle. 

A tremendous roundhouse kick by the Tai- 
wanese threw off my headgear out of the court 
and almost knocked me to the mat. He was 
damn good, but came fully prepared and had 


Iwas down, 32, barely a minute before the 
end of the bout when he delivered an awk- 
‘ward turning sidekick that missed. He set him- 
self off balanced. 

"Having gone through four grueling bouts in 
asingle day, I was extremely exhausted, 
aching all over. My right foot hurt from the fu- 
rious exchange, but memories of my child- 1 
hood days, all the hardships and sacrifice 1 
went through training intensely every single 
day for more than 10 years, kept flashing back. 

‘The loud cheers of our countrymen chant- 
ing Ali АШ АШ" and the waves of our nation- 
alflag gave me the extra strength and courage 
for a final burst of energy. І quickly grabbed 
the opportunity and hit him with five consecu- 
tive lower roundhouse kicks to the side. 

After the final buzzer, I was declared 
ner, 4-3, thereby capturing the title, ‘Asian 
champion.” 

Tve decided to share this most memorable 

dence as a national athlete because I have 
always believed that hard work, sacrifice, 
courage, confidence, and the will о win are 
the keys to success no matter what the odds 
maybe. 

Tt was tough. But pride and the sense of na- 
tionalism to give honor and prestige for flag 
and country are the force and spirit in every 
athlete's road to victory. 

(Ali Atienza, the first Filipino to win à gold 
‘medal in the Asian Taekwondo Championships, is 
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by Singapore with а 5-13-15 harvest. 

“Ош young players showed they can com- 
pete with the best in our region,” said Grand- 
master Eugene Torre, the man behind the 
mushrooming of age-group tournaments in the 
country. “Like what the First Gentleman said, 
we should start them young." 

Len So, Wesley's mother, praised Torre for the 
success of her son and of the country’s other 
prodigies. “He's (Torre) done a lot to help the 
kids," she said. Marlon Bernardino, 
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. daughter 


for show biz 


Tl be her manager, bodyguard, assistant’ 


By Jocelyn Valle 
Contributor 


ROBIN Padilla and his wife will help 
their eldest child, a 13-year-old girl, 
realize her dream of becoming a 
movie starlike her dad. 

“TIl be behind her,” Robin said. "TII 
behermanager, bodyguard and assis- 
tant.” 

“Now our relationships getting 
better; Robin said of his marriage to 
ей! Sicangco. "We agree on helping 
our daughter Queenie to realize her 
show biz dream. 

“Maybe that's how parents are,” he 
added, speaking in Filipino. “They be- 
‘come one when it comes to their chil- 
dren.” 

А few months ago, Robin was ru- 
mored to be having an affair with 
Judy Ann, his partner on the daily 
teleserye "Basta Kasama Кіа," 
which ended last Friday. The rumor 
prompted his wife, Liezl Sicangco, to 
call from Australia and air her grief 
and suspicions on TV shows in Mani- 
la. Robin denied the rumor and said 
he was wooing Liezl again to keep 
their marriage together. 


13-year-old dreamer 

‘According to Robin, their daughter 
Queenie is bent on following in his 
footsteps into show biz. He said that 
when the girl first told her parents of 
her ambition, Robin was dismayed 
because he has been spending a lot of 
money to give Queenie and her sib- 
lings a good education in Australia, 
where Шей and the children are 
based. 

"But being a father, I can't contra- 


ROSELLE NAVA reinvents herself. 


Roselle 
Nava, alittle 
more daring 
/A36 


Conflicting 
reactions to 
SM’s R-18 
ban/A35 


IMGUEOPUNZALAN 


dict what she wants to do in life," he 
said. “I was also 13 when I chased my 
dream of becoming an actor.” 

So, when Robin’s wife and children 
come home to Manila in December, 
during their Australian summer 
break, Queenie will be able to jump- 
start her show biz dream, with the 
help of her parents. 

Robin said Queenie’s younger sib- 
lings have show biz inclinations, too. 
“But told them not to join show busi- 
ness yet,” he said. “One at a time. 


‘Queenie is the eldest, so she'll do it 


first.” 
He said he wants Queenie to be 
prepared, so she would be taking 


į 


PADILLA. A dream chaser at 13 


lessons in performing. He also advises 
her to read on the lives of revolution- 
ary figures like Che Guevarra, Fidel 
Castro and even reggae icon Bob Mar- 
ley because she'll leam a lot from 
them, hesaid. 

He said he wanted Queenie to be 
his conduit to inspire the youth. "Peo- 
ple her age wouldn't want to listen to 
an elder like me," he pointed out. 


Role model 

He said that during his travels, he 
saw for himself how Filipinos are dis- 
criminated against in foreign airports 
and he realized that show biz stars 
should not be content in their com- 
fortable stature and lifestyle. 

He admitted to admiring Bono, the 
vocalist ofthe Irish band U2, who us- 
es his celebrity to get world leaders to 
listen to his views on global issues. 
Bono's numerous causes, including 
fighting poverty in Africa, won for 
him the Nobel Peace Prize last Febru- 
ary. 
Robin said, however, that he was 
all for the security measures that 
governments around the world have 
taken to fight terrorism. "I can't 
blame them,” said the actor, a former 
Jehovah's Witness who converted to 
Islam while he was in prison for Ше- 
gal possession of firearms in the ear- 
ly "905. “Who's responsible for Sept. 
11? It was found to be a group of 
Arabs. I don't want to call them Mus- 
lims because that's not what Muslims 
do. 

“You don't know what's going to 
happen when you board a plane," Не 
added. "That's why I insist on sitting 
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Marquez, this year's 
Best New Female 
Artist And a week 
later, Sept. 25, Side A 
returns, this time 
with Barbie's Cradle. 
Reserve Mondays, 
Sept. 13 and 27, for 
easy listening acous- 
tic nights. Adjundie, 
a trio of a female vo- 
calist and two very 
adept musicians, re- 
arrange songs from 
the '80s and '90s to 
help us chase away 
those Monday blues. 
On Sept. 20, a special 
night of drop-dead 
gorgeous male and 
female models is of- 
fered by Black Book. 
Tuesdays, Sept. 14 
and 20, find Route 70 
singing songs from 
yesteryears. Sept. 28 
features а special 
performance Бу 
Lance Raymundo, 
supported by Silver. 
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prepares 
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"THE DECISION not to show R-18 
movies with excessive sex and vi- 
olence on SM malls cineplex film 
screens has elicited conflicting re- 
actions. Most concerned viewers 
approve, while sexy actresses 
loudly protest their potential loss 
ofjob offers. 

‘Some movie people say the ban 
could lead to the death of the local 
film industry, while others point 
out that what it would “КШ” would 
only be the production of tacky 
porno movies. 

For our part, we've stated that 
exceptions should be made to the 
“no R-18" rule, for substantial and 
non-exploitative films for mature 
audiences, 

Lately, we've heard this view be- 
ing repeated even by the МТАСВ 
head, so we trust that it will gain fa- 
vor with the SM malls executives. 

This early, the rule has already 
had an effect on producers of sexy 
movies. Some of them have been 


make less cheapie-tacky-quickie- 
sleazy flicks, with the view in mind 
of getting only an R-13 classifica- 
tion from the MTRCB. They hope 
that these better-produced and less 
graphic movies will pass muster 
with the SM bosses, and everyone 
will be the better for it. 

Alfs well that ends well? But 
wait, there's more: 

Since 48 of the 71 movies pro- 
duced here last year were sex ori 
ented, and fewer of those films will 
be made this year (perhaps 20 
less?), what other film formats 
should take their place? 

Unknown to most people, a 
study has been quietly conducted 
that evaluates the most popular lo- 
cal films produced in the past cou- 
ple of years, and the major finding 
is that Filipino viewers now prefer 
to watch movies about young fami- 
lies. 

This confirms the view that, with 
the times so troubled and confus- 


Conflicting reactions 


' VIEWFINDER 


Nestor 
U. Torre 


for dearer insights about life, and 
to go back to the old, reliable fami- 
ly-oriented values, 

‘Since the country's median pop- 
ulation is young, this translated in- 
to the desire of viewers to watch 
movies about young families, 
hence the perceived popularity of 
that film format. 

In addition, it has been observed 
that the TV telenovelas featuring 
Asian stars have become even 
‘more popular than their Spanish 
and Latin-American predecessors 
used to be, so this could also trans- 
late into popularity on the big 
screen, if like-minded movie pro- 
jects are conceptualized, filmed 


heard to say they now intend to ing, many Filipinos are yeaming ‘and shown. 


What do all these observations 
mean? Sexy flicks are out, and 
youthful family dramas and Asia- 
oriented movies could take their 
place. 

So, scriptwriters and directors, 
getto work! 

‘Trouble is, itll be difficult for 
heretofore sex-fixated film workers 
to suddenly and convincingly tum 
"GP" and "PG" overnight. 

So, they'll have their work cut 
ош for them to believably “reform 
and transform" themselves to keep. 
up with the rapidly changing film 
times, 

Feedback 

FROM Ma. Lourdes Quintin of 
Makati City: "I have always en- 
јоуей your insights and comments. 
1 feel you are the only columnist 
who bothers to criticize TV shows 
but does not forget to commend 
those that are worth watching. 

“Were you able to watch ‘Bor 
Diva’ on Channel 2? The initial 


telecast was disappointing. I can't 
believe the judges voted against 
the more talented singer. In that 
talent search, ‘surgical improve- 
ments mattered over talent per se. 
But, the singing contest proper 
proved Gracel Salcedo was more 
deserving to win. 

“By the way, what's Rene Salud 
doing in a talent search program? 
And why is Angeli Pangilinan al- 
Towing the show to propagate sur- 
gical enhancement over God-given 
talent?” 


CCP outreach silver year 
2004 is the 25th year of the СОР 
Outreach & Exchange Program, 
and the celebration includes the 
national tour of "Magno Rubio,” a 
play on Filipino migrants in the 
United States. The show is being 
toured until Oct. 5 at FEU-Manila, 
Baguio, Cebu, Roxas, Sigma and 
Bukidnon. 

“Saliwan,” a regional artists and 


cultural workers forum will be held * 


їп Koronadal City (Sept. 29), Ca- 
gayan de Oro City (Oct. 9), Iloilo 
City (Nov. 27) and Bulacan (Dec. 
1). 

The main highlight ofthe “Pilak” 
anniversary celebration is a grand 
production, “Pinilakang Sining ng 
Bagong Henerasyon,” featuring 
prominent local artists and groups. 

Performances are slated at Ко- 
ronadal (Oct. 1), Cagayan de Oro 
(Oct. 8-9), Пойо (Nov, 26) and 
Malolos, Bulacan (Dec. 10). Call 
833.0267, or етай out- 
reach@culturalcentergovph, 


‘Easy English’ seminar 
CORBAN Daycare and Tutorial 
Center will hold an Easy English 
‘seminar starting from 2 to 5 p.m. 
оп Sept. 18 and 25. The seminar 
will be held for 10 consecutive Sat- 
urdays, totaling 30 hours. It will fo- 
cus on English conversation, gram- 
mar, vocabulary building and pro- 
nunciation. Call 842-6665 and 
09176297718. 


What viewers love to watch, and weep over 


“Dramachine” 


Sugarfree 
album party 


SUGARFREE'S 'high- 


awards in NU 1075 


By Amy Mosura 
Contributor 


IF YOU'RE you'e going to judge the 
AGB TV ratings from January to Au- 
gust 2004, what makes Filipinos 
happy is also what makes - 
them cry. 

In the first week of July, most 
of the country’s TV-watching 
population rushed home to 
catch the stunning finale of 
ABS-CBN's teleserye “Sana'y 
Wala Nang Wakas.” The much-antici- 
pated finale had the answer to the 
question fans had been asking since 
February: Which of the main charac- 
ters Ara (Kristine Hermosa), Christian 


SHOW > 


Gericho Rosales), Leo (Diether Ocam- 
po) and Mary Anne (Angelika dela 
Cruz) would end up together? Mil- 
ions voted for a wedding for Ara and 
Christian. 
When the final episode aired on 
è July 9, “Sana'y Wala Nang 
Wakas” finished with a huge 
48.3 percent in the Mega 
Manila area. An audience 
share of 65.2 percent meant 
more than half of the homes 
watching TV that evening 
were watching “БУЛЧУ” 

Even the alternate ending, which 
showed Ara and Leo getting married, 
was a smash when it was shown the 
next evening, chalking up a 34.6 per- 


cent rating. Overall, it earned a 37.8 
percent average rating in the first half 
ofthe year. 

The expensive epic story of the mer- 
maid Marina opened in February, the 
very first fantaserye. The average rat- 
ing of “Marina” was 41.4 percent in 
Не first eight months of 2004, making 
it the country s most consistently high- 
rating prime time soap. 

With a cast consisting of Kris 
Aquino, Dina Bonnevie, John Estrada 
and Heart Evangelista, it's no surprise 
that "Hiram" is no slouch in the ratings 
department, earning a 36.7 percent 
rating in only its first month anda half 
of broadcast. 

Putting two superstars together is 


the winning formula behind the coun- 
пу only action-drama teleserye, "Bas- 
ta't Kasama Kita,” which opened in 
May 2003 with Robin Padilla and Judy 
Ann Santos. From January to August, 
"Basta't Kasama Kita" averaged a 36.5 
percent rating, and it’s only getting 
stronger. 

The country's favorite new love 
team, John Lloyd Cruz and Bea Alon- 
20, continue their winning streak with 
their second consecutive hit teleserye, 
“и Might Be You,” following their de- 
but in "Kay Tagal Kang Hinintay” 
Their love story continues to lure 
viewers of all ages, with the soap earn- 
тв an average rating of 34.5 percent 


ly anticipated second 
album, "Drama- 
chine,” the follow- 
to. the commercial 
and critical hit, “Sa 
Wakas,” is now avail- 
able. 

‘The new CD con- 
tains 12 new tunes, 
allin Filipino. 

The album will be 
launched tonight, 
Sept. 13, starting at 8 
p.m., at Off the Grill 
along Timog Avenue 
in Quezon City. The 
launch party is for 
free and will be 
opened by rock stal- 
warts The Dawn and 
Sandwich. It is pre- 
sented by EMI Philip- 
pines Inc., PolyEast 
Records and Levi's 
Strauss. 

The album title, 
“Dramachine,” is the. 
brainchild of album 
co-producer Ray- 
mund Marasigan and 
Cambio's Diego Ma- 


2003. 


the зай 
“Kuwarto,” to the 
self-flagellating “Hari 
ng Sablay” to re- 
membering _ prom 
nights in “Prom” and 
those nights of con- 
versations as told in 
“Kuwentuhan,” Sug- 
arfree takes on sub- 
jects common to ev- 
eryone in “Drama- 
chine.” 

The album also 
has “Tao,” “Martin,” 
and the first single, 
“Sinta.” 

“Sinta” is currently 
atthe top of NU 1075 
Тор 12 countdown. A 
love song of sorts, 
“Sinta” was written 
by Ebe when he had 
no girlfriend. He also 
contributed 10 more 
songs to the 13-track 
album, Two songs 
are by Jal Taguibao. 

The album launch 
will coincide with the 
band's fifth anniver- 
sary. 

Sugarfree has Ebe 
Dancel on vocals and 
guitars, Jal Taguibao 
on bass, and Mitch 
Singson on drums. 
The band burst into 
the mainstream in 
2002 with “Mari- 
posa, “Telepono,” 
“Hintay” and 
Burnout.” Their de- 
but album, “Sa 
Wakas,” sold out in 
11 minutes during its 
launch at the Free- 
dom Bar. 

The band won the 
Best New Artist and 
the Album of the Year 


Rock Awards in 


in the first eight months of 2004. 
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"SENTI STUFF: She keeps a Bulgari watch 
anda Thai urn because of their sentimental 


ALL FOR SHOWS. Beaded and sequined 
tops she wears in her shows. 


ELLE, 


a little more 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


INGER Roselle Nava, like a 
rare few others in show busi- 
ness, has a college degree. 

Roselle is a marketing graduate of De La 
Salle University on Taft Avenue. She first 
joined show business when she was 16, as one 
‘of the teeners on ABS-CBN's daily youth show 
"Ang TV" Shorly after, Roselle signed a record 
deal with Ivory Records. She then transferred 
to Star Records, an affiliate of ABS-CBN. 

“Now, I'm with Viva Records,” she says. 
“Tm on my sixth album.” She released her lat- 
est album last March and is busy promoting 
its carrier single, "Makakaya Ko Ba?” 

‘While Roselle admits that she once thought 
of quitting school because of her heavy load in 
show business, she says she was glad her dad 
Ramon Nava did not let her. 


“There was a time when I became so super 
busy with work and school that Г@ cry” she 
says during this interview in the Nava house 
in San Pedro, Laguna. "I only went to school 
every Tuesday and Thursday, but was there. 
for almost 12 hours, taking up six subjects. It 
was really tough because T had a break of only 
an hour and a half. Fortunately, my parents 
and friends were very supportive.” 

Roselle now says proper time management 
is the key to balancing work and school. "Td 
bring my books to my tapings. Id read them 
backstage, especially if I had exams the next 
day. It was a lot of hard work, but it was all 
worth it.” 

She says she enjoyed her Marketing classes 
because of her show biz work. “I see myself as 
the product that I should market. 1 always 
think of ways to reinvent myself, to make my- 
self more interesting. Before, I had a teeny- 
bopper image. Now my songs are more ma- 
ture. Even my clothes now are a little more 
daring and sexy.” 

She is promoting her new single in mall 
shows and provincial tours. She's also sched- 
uled to do a show in Korea with Ogie Alcasid 
this month, and “hopefully, another show in 


FIT AND DRY. 
Roselle goes 
tothe gyminher 
dri-fit Nike tops 
and rubber shoes 
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‘The. CIE Academy for Leadership, the only .` 
International Associate Partner of the University of 
f Cambridge in the Philippines, is offering the ^ 
Cambridge International Diploma in Travel & Tourism 


The University of Cambridge (established in 1207) is one of the oldest and most distinguished 
universities in the world. The International Diploma in Travel and Tourism offered by the University 
of Cambridge underpins and develops professional competencies valued in the tourism industry. 
This course guarantees to help people in the hotel, resort and travel industries to improve and 


expand their services. Through this, they will gain a competitive edge in the market. 


Education and certification from such a renowned institution provide a global stamp of approval 
critical in establishing truly world class travel and tourism related organizations. Rather than going 
abroad to study, take advantage of this opportunity to build career competencies and validate 
international competitiveness right in Makati 

Students will receive а Cambridge International Diploma in Travel and Tourism after only two 


weeks of study. 


Classes will begin October 4, 2004. Slots are limited. 
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CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 
ACADEMY FOR LEADERSHIP AND CONTINUING EDUCATION 


28th Floor Yuchengco Tower, RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue corner Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City 
Tel. Nos. (632) 887.2828 | (632) 753.2828 | email: cle academy yahoo.com | www.cie.edu 


UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE 
International Examinations 


‘CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATE PARTNER 


INTHESWIM 

of things, the 
homebody swims 
and tums her 


the States before the year ends.” 

When Roselle is not busy in show biz, she 
loves to stay home. “I'm а homebody,” she 
says. “Iwake up between 7 and 9 a.m. to go to 
the gym. On normal days, I watch TY, read a 
book or swim in our pool. Sometimes, I go to 
the market and ask the helps to cook with 
те” 

Roselle's room on the second floor of the 
three-story house has its own bathroom and 


E 
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walk-in closet. Big glass-paneled sliding ТР 


doors lead to a private gym and a balcony that 
overlooks the swimming pool. 

“I spend a lot of time in my bathroom,” she 
says. “This is my private spa. I light candles, 
have a bubble and whirlpool bath. | read my 
favorite books and magazines there.” 

Cosmetics. “I use Obagi for my face and 
Ivory soap or Johnson's milk bath for my 
body. 1 also like Canus Goat's Milk skin care 
products. There's this new scent from Gap 
that I really like. It’s called Heaven. Ihave it in 
lotion, shower gel and cologne.” 

Books. "Right now, I like the ‘Shopaholic’ 
series by Sophie Kinsella. 1 can relate to her. I 
Tove to shop. I find it really funny how she jus- 
tifies her buying stuff that she doesn't need." 

Tops. “This yellow shirt was given tome by 
a family friend from Japan. I'm not really into 
animal prints, but this is an exemption. I like 
the color, girly kasi. The fabric looks nice, too. 
You can pair it with jeans and high-heeled 
sandals and it's ready for a night out with 
friends. 

is is from Mango. It’s super sexy. 1 
bought this because liked the color combina- 
tion, black and white. 

“Т got this one from Bebe during one of my 
trips to the States. It can be worn in different 
ways. It looks good as a tube top and as a hal- 
tertop. 

“On normal days, I like wearing either 
plain white or black shirts. But for shows, 1 
buy lots of tank tops when I travel. Most of 
them are fully-beaded and sequined. Its hard 
to buy clothes for shows here, marami kasing 
kapareho." 

Jackets. "My current favorite is a denim 
jacket from Mango in Japan. 1 like it because. 
it’s stretchable. It makes you look sexy even 
when you wear it with a jacket. 

“Another favorite is from Morgan. My aunt 
gave this to me. It's very warm and is best 
‘worn abroad.” 

Pants. "Freego provides most of my jeans. 1 
also wear a lot of Levi's. But this one from 
Diesel is special, from my best friend's mom. I 
first wore it during the pictorial for my first 
concert in 2000. I got depressed when a pen | 
had placed in one of the back pockets leaked 
and stained it. I frayed it with a razor so 1 
could still use it. I'm kind of sentimental. I's 
hard for me to give away stuff that I consider 
special tome.” 

Dresses. “My current favorite is from the 
States. [felt | hit the jackpot because got this 
BCBG dress for only $100. If you go to Rus- 
tans you'll find that dresses like this are 


SWEET to sexy. Roselle in the BCBG halter 
dress that “clings to the skin” 


worth P20,000 up. The color makes you look 
thin. es backless. ls sexy, but the fabric 
clings to your skin so it's not too revealing." 

Gym outfits. “Before, you would hardly 
see me wearing sporty outfits. 've been going 
to the gym a lot for more than a year and a 
half now. Lwant my rubber shoes to match my 
top, socks and bag. I like Nike items. 

“4 prefer wearing dri-fit shirts when I work 
ош. You don't feel too sticky when you per- 
spire.” 

Shoes. “I find it difficult to buy shoes that 
fit me well. Тїп semi-flatfooted kasi. The most 
comfortable shows I have are my Nike Spiri- 
don running shoes. I think this is the lightest 
pair of running shoes from Nike. You can’t 
find this here. Nike sells them for men only. T 
also like rubber shoes from Skechers, which I 
endorse. 

*] like high heels because T'm short. My fa- 
vorite are my black Nine West strapped-san. 
dals. [liked the design so much that 1 bought 
another pair in brown.” 

Favorite bag. “I like Coach bags, but this 
one from Ferragamo is special because it's the 
first expensive bag I bought.” 

Sleepwear. "m a pajama girl. Before, when 
traveled, I made sure my jammies matched ту 
upper garment. Now I pair my jammies with 
sandos or baby tees. I also have boxers. Тоо bad 
1 сапт show you my Scooby Doo shorts right 
now because саги find them.” 

Swimwear. "I don't like swimsuits that are 
tco high. have two-piece suits but l'm not too 
comfortable wearing them. 1 like Speedo, 
Roxy Girl and Billabong." 

Perfumes. "Romance from Ralph Lauren is 
my all-time favorite. But now, I'm using Light 
Blue from D&G because it milder and more 
suitable for everyday use.” 
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Stock MARK 
Profit-taking seen 


THE STOCK market may surren- 
der some of its gains this week 
as traders and analysts said 
тапу issues could be ripe for 
profit-taking. 

“although we are worried 
abouta sharp correction, it 
seems unlikely that a major cor- 
rection would happen consider- 
ing the strong volume that has 
accompanied the market’ rally. 
Volume has been driven primar- 
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lly by foreign institutions, who are most likely buying long and not trad- 


ing,” said Jovis Vistan of AB Capital Securities Inc. 


said. 


The Philippine Stock Exchange composite index broke four-year 
record highs as it spiked 124 points or 7.6 percent o 1,751.60 last 


week. 


‘Traders were mixed as they said the market's bull run was brought by 


expectations of better third-quarter corporate earnings and the govern- 


ments serious efforts to plug the budget deficit. 


PROFIT-TAKING/ B6 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


TOTAL investments approved in the first seven months surged by 493 percent. 
due in part to increased ventures in the manufacturing sector, the Department 


of Trade and Industry reported. 


DTI documents showed that the Board of 
Investments and Philippine Economic Zone 
‘Authority approved from January to July pro- 
jects valued at P145 billion. 

During the period, the BOI gave the go- 
ahead to projects worth P116.5 billion, or an 
improvement of 858.4 percent from P12.12 
billion in the year-ago period. 

‘At the same time, Рега approved a total of 
28.4 billion worth of projects, an increase of 
131 percent from Р12.ЗЪЩюп. ` 

For the month of July, total investment 
commitments slid one percent to P4 billion 
from P4.04 billion in the same month last 


year 

‘The BOI approved P2.8 billion in invest- 
ments, a decrease of 6.7 percent from P3 bil- 
lion in the same month last year. 

However, Peza approved P1.2 billion in Ju- 
ly, up 16 percent from the year-ago figure of 
P1.02 billion. 

Trade Secretary Cesar V Purisima said in a 
statement the 26 projects approved in July 
were expected to create 2,566 additional jobs 
once these were operating fully. 

‘The biggest investment was Logical Design 
ше. P2.8-billion communications and coor- 
inating center, First Sumiden Circuits Inc.'s 
P272.8-million flexible printed circuit manu- 
facturing plant, and Air Liquide Pipeline Utili 


BSP tightens rules 
on credit card issuers 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE MONETARY Board of the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas has 
tightened its rules on credit card 
collection following snowballing 
complaints about the “unfair” 
practices of some banks. 

BSP Deputy Governor Alberto 
Reyes told reporters the new 
rules were meant to “avoid crit 
cisms on collections." 

Among the complaints swamp- 
ing the BSP were those on the for- 
eign exchange conversion rates 
for credit card purchases made 
abroad as well as harassment and 
intimidation employed by banks 
against pastdue account hold- 
ers. 

In some cases, banks outsource 
the collection of pastdue ac- 


tion. 


counts to companies whose peo- 
ple use harsh tactics, which some- 
times end up disgracing the ac- 
count holders. а * 

Reyes said the new rules now h 
required prior disclosure of the 
foreign exchange conversion rate 
for credit card transactions. 

Also, he said the rules would 
define what constituted "unfair 
collection practices." 

The BSP has likewise included 
quasi-banks and bank affiliates 
with credit card operations in the 
coverage of the rules on collec- 


RP seeks deal 
with US on 
remittances 


By Michelle V. Remo 


ties Services Inc.'s P182.9-million air separa- 
tion facility. 

Purisima said foreign: investors pledged 
P3.8 billion in July, double the P1.9 billion 
registered in the same month in 2003. 

“Total foreign investments in the first seven 
months shot up by 767 percent to P127.1 bil- 
lion from P14.7 billion in the same period last 
year. 

Trade Undersecretary Elmer С. Hernan- 
dez said that while investments in the ener- 
gy sector continued to account for bulk of 
committed projects, projects in the manu- 
facturing sector have increased and diver- 
sified. 

"Companies in the electronics, metals and 
pharmaceutical businesses are making the 
country a platform of their manufacturing ac- 
tivities,” Hernandez said. “They are taking ad- 
vantage of the incentives given by the govem- 
ment.” 

He said manufacturing firms accounted for 
three out of five jobs created in the fist seven 
months, which reached 40,000. 

Hernandez, who is also BOI managing 
head, said the agency aimed at bringing in 
more manufacturing firms because these 
created more jobs and valuable technolo- 
gy that the country needed to industrial- 
ize. 


THE PHILIPPINES is forging a bilateral 
agreement with the United States to re- 
lax banking requirements for overseas 
Filipino workers. 

he proposal is aimed at encouraging 
OFWsto send money to their familiesin the 
Philippines through the banking system, 
and not through underground channels, to 
beef up the country's dollar reserves. 

The government believes that many 
OFWs stil prefer sending money outside 
ofthe traditional banking channels. 

Finance Secretary Juanita Amatong 
said that talks between the Philippine 
and the US governments were ongoing 
on the easing of the US banking rules on 
Filipinos working in the United States. 
She said what the Philippine govern- 
ment was specifically asking for were 
the reduction in the banking fees and 
charges for OFWs, and to allow them to 
make banking transactions even without 
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Previously, the BSP slapped 
tighter guidelines for the collec- 
tion of delinquency charges and 
parameters for suspension, ter- 
mination and reactivation of 


| Sere Serrano ator ne верен 
WORKERS in Metro Mania enjoy a higher daily minimum wage than theit | 

| Counterparts in Vietnam, Boling, Jakarta and Bangkok. But the currant pay is stil 

| deemed insuficient by labor groups and the two legisiators who sought а P125 

| ($2.20)across-the-board маре hike. 

BSP/BS Maricar D. Tolosa, РО! Research , 


To celebrate its first year, the Optra gives you its 


BEST 


As low as P100,500 down 
or P7,574 monthly. 


Great financing plans and great features make the Chevrolet 
‘Optra truly the Best Deal on Four Wheels. See your Chevrolet 
ог GM AutoWorld dealer and ask about a pan that fits your 
budget and sults your personal cash Пом needs. 
Promo is good for Optra 1.6 L5 model only, 

rom September 1 to November 30, 2004. 
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CHEVROLET. 


OPTRA 


EAL ON FOUR WHEELS 


га 1.6 LS M/T 
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The Chevrolet Optra is proof that you 
don't have to be loaded to drive home 
а fully-loaded car. You get distinctive 
Italian styling, British-tuned suspension, 
‘American build quality and an impressive 
standard equipment package that Includes: 


* 4 wheel disc brakes with ABS 
15-inch wheels 
Blaupunkt 6-speaker audio system 
with S-disc in-dash CD changer 

* Front airbag 
Free parts and labor on periodic 
maintenance for two years or up 
to 30,000 kilometers. 
3 year or 100,000 km warranty 

* Free roadside assistance 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
Customer Assistance Center 
1800-1888-4646 


Call your Chevrolet or GM AutoWorld dealer 
and see why no other car gives you more for 
your money than the Optra. 


GM Autoworid MAKATI 2296 Don Chino Races Ave, 
emer Psong Te) Maian Cty Phone 867-8183 to 
87 / 891-196. Fox 694-5495. GM Autoworld QUEZON 
AVENUE 1231 Quezon Ave, Quezon Gry. Phone 374- 
1250 to 59 / 372-8001. Fax 372-8008. GM Autoworld 
ЗНАМ 500 Show Boulevard, Mandaluyong Cey. Phone 
эзим / 533.8375 / 533-1263 / 531-6349. Fx 533- 
5670. Chevrolet PASIG 92-102 Е. Rodguez X, Avenue 
CS Bo. upong. Pang Cty. Prone 672-1612 to 14 / 672 
3485 to BE. Chevrolet ALABANG Westgate, Fest 
Corporate ty Абул Pone 771-1206 to 09. Chevrolet 
PAMPANGA San Fernando - Obngope Highway, Cty of 
Sen Fernando, Pampanga, Phone (045) 963-3333. 
GM Autoword CEBU Gov Cuero Ave, Cabu Cy Pone. 
(032) 2240426. fex (032) 23170. Chevrolet DAVAO 
Кт 7, 1 Laurel Avenua, Lanang, Davao Cty Phone 
(062) 300-777 (002) 235-3814 / 13. 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 

will also 
‘THE COUNTRY is finally joining Chi- 
пав early harvest program for South- 
east Asian nations after the govern- 
ment agreed to include 208 agricul- 
tural products for tariff cuts, accord- 
ing to Trade and Industry Secretary 
Cesar V Purisima. 

China initiated the EHP in 2003 
in preparation to an Asean-China 
Free Trade Area by 2010. It gives 
Asean products an advance low tar- 
iff entry to the Chinese market on 


BIG 
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fused to 
when it 
2003, as 


177 of the 208 agricultural 


products proposed for the tar- 


reduction plan. It, howev- 
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condition that the Asean markets 


products. 

Implemented since the start of this 
year, China and the EHP participants 
have cut tariffs on covered products 
to а range of 2 to 15 percent. The 
rates will be reduced further to a 
range of 0 to 5 percent in 2007 and 
will be completely removed by 2010. 

The Philippine government had re- 


раните rrr песен, 


-- BUSINESS .. 
RP joins China-Asean 
early harvest program 


er, agreed to the proposed list later. 

“The move called for a reduction of 
the country's exclusion list to 10 per- 
cent of the total tariff lines, from the 
original list submitted containing 577 
tariff lines or 11 percent of the total. 

‘Trade officials said the Chinese 
government wanted the Philippines 
to open 60 percent of the country's to- 
tal product lines to China which, they 
said, posed no problem since existing 
trade with China already covered 61 
percent of the tariff lines. 

Officials said details of the RP-Chi- 


be opened to Chinese 


participate in the program 
as first offered by China in 
it wanted to include only 


that itwould be implemented starting 
Jan. 1 nextyear. 

As part of the 
the 
Philippines agreed to 
recognize China as a 
market economy. 
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How to raise SSS contributions 


‘CORAZON de la Paz, SSS president and CEO, 
spearheads a media blitz to push for an in- 
crease in members’ contributions. She is not 
doing a good job of 

Her selling point is that benefits have out- 
stripped contributions. This is because benefits 
were raised several times without any corre- 
sponding increases in contributions. As а result, 
she says, the total pension a retiree gets is much 
‘more than what he paid in. Besides, she says, 
too many retirees are living too long. She prob- 
ably prefers that retirees die sooner and faster. 

Clearly, De la Paz does not understand the 
underlying mathematics of social security Asan 
accountant, she looks at pensions and contribu- 
tions as debit and credit. She should ask an ac- 
tuary to explain to her the inner workings of 
compound interest and the mortality table. 

De la Paz equates contributions to benefits. 
Her equation is incomplete. The complete 
equation is: contributions plus investment in- 
come equal benefits plus operating expenses. 

‘The quality of the investment income should 
be looked into. How much cf this amount is in- 
terest receivable on loans to bankrupi Home 
Mortgage and Finance Corp.and other borrow- 
ers, private and public? How much is the inter- 
est receivable from individual members that the 
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SSS can no longer trace? 

Investment income is actually larger thari 
what is shown in the 2003 annual report. This 
is because investment income is shown as net 
of investment expense. Investment expense 
should be on the right side of the equation as 
part of operating expenses. But, if de la Paz 
adds investment expenses to operating ex- 
penses, she runs afoul of another rule that 
limits operating expenses to 3 percent of in- 
vestment income. This is the now-you-see- 
now-you-don't style of accounting. 

And yet, even though investment expenses 
areon the left side of the equation ав a deduction 
from investment income, operating expenses still 
exceed the legal limit of 12 percent of contribu- 
tions plus 3 percent of investment income. 
Therefore, an increase in contributions will cover 
up this illegal excess since 12 percent of the in- 
crease will be available as operating expenses. 
An illegal act will be legalized. 

"The quality of the investment portfolio should 
be looked into. There are a lot of deadwood in- 
vestments. The P40-bilion mass housing portfolio 
is hopelessly in arrears. So is the P30 billion in 
small salary, tuition and calamity loans. 

"Total assets declined in 2001 and 2002. By 
changing the accounting system, this decline 
was reversed. Thus, in 2003, total assets went 
up. Being the sharp accountant that she is, De la 
Paz solves financial problems by juggling the 
books. And she finds the legal basis for it 

De ia Paz manages two funds, the SSS fund 
and the employees compensation (ECC) 
fund. Before, the annual report presented 
separate results for each fund. But the SSS 
fund has been losing money. On the other 
hand, the ECC makes enough to cover the SSS 
loss. So, de la Paz, in the 2003 report, consoli- 
dated the results of the two funds. The 858 
loss vanished. Another case of now-you-see- 
it-now-you-don't style of accounting. 

"The SSS has been outrageously profligate in its 
operating expenses. At the time when assets were. 
dwindling, operating expenses were hitting the 
ceiling. For example, ever since the SSS was liber- 
ated from the government salary standardization 
program under the 1997 law, salaries, allowance 
and fringe benefits have soared to an annual aver- 
age of around P750,000 per employee. 

‘About one-third of the employee force are on a 
contractual basis. The labor contractor holds of- 
fice right on the top floor of the SSS main office in 
‘Quezon City. The sweetheart contract was never 
put ош for public bidding. Retired SSS executives, 
in their golden parachutes, run the company. 

Nonetheless, De la Paz is right. Benefits have 


outstrippėd contributions. In the 2003 annual re- 
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port benefits were P42.8 billion while contribu- 
tions were only P39.4 billion. Investment income 
of 1377 billion covered the P3.4 billion shortfall. 

But the financial bind the SSS finds itself in is 
not only because benefits have outstripped contri- 
butions. Criminal and profligate mismanagement 
play significantly in the sorry financial state of the 
555, So the question boils down to this: Should 
the members be made to pay for the years of mis- 
‘management? 

"The official'stand of the Philippine Associa- 
tion of Retired Persons (PARP) on the proposed 
increase in contributions is this: contributions 
can only be raised subject to the following con- 
ditions (a) in accordance with law, benefits 
must be correspondingly raised, (b) any in- - 
vestible portion of the increase should be invest- 
ed in government securities only, (c) none of the 
new contributions shall be used for operating 
expenses. Above all, the new contributions 
should never be used to make up for any losses; 
such losses, by law, are the liabilities of the na- 
tional government, especially since the culprits 
have not been prosecuted. Я 

PARP also strongly recommends that Presi 
dent Arroyo should constitute as soon as possi- 
ble a fact-finding committee to determine ex- 
actly what is happening at the SSS and to rec- 
‘ommend solutions. This committee should be 
composed entirely of professionals in manage- 
ment, investment, insurance, and actuarial sci- 
ence, all from the private sector. No politicians 
or political appointees need apply, please. 


RP seeks deal 


From page Bl 


a US social security number. 

"We need to encourage OFWs to make it à 
habit to remit through the banking system so 
that they can help boost our GIR (gross inter- 
national reserves)," Amatong said. Beefing up 
the country’s dollar reserves was necessary to 
improve the foreign exchange rate, she added. 

She said the Philippines was hoping to get a 

feral agreement with the United States 
similar to what the latter has forged with 
Mexico. Amatong said Mexicans remitting 
through US banks were granted several privi- 
leges, like being exempted from the require- 
ment of having a social security number. They 
only have to present a community tax certifi- 
cate to be able to remit through the US banks. 

‘Amatong said the Philippines would soon 
try to establish similar agreements with other 
countries where many Filipinos are working. 
The finance chief added that the Philippines 
was targeting to forge a bilateral agreement 
with Japan after discussions with the United. 
States have been concluded. 

Aside from the United States, other major 
sources of OFW remittances are Saudi Arabia, 
Hong Kong and Japan. 

‘The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas expects 
OFW remittances for this year to grow by 6 
percent to $8.2 billion. 
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itive effect on the stock market, analysts said. 
The 30-company Philippine Stock Ex- n " " 
change (PSE) Tndex (PHISIX) last Thursday ll rix ге FAS’ 
surged to 1,739.92, its highest close in almost ү" 
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time in Apri! 2000. 
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had reacted favorably to the Napocor rate ad- 
justment, noting that the ERC decision was “a 
step in the right direction." 

UBS analysts said PHISIX has risen 6.1 per- 
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Excellent growth and performance, financial strength, sound management - qualities that the prestigious 
The Banker magazine of London, one of the most credible sources of global financial intelligence, looks 
for in a “Bank of the Year”. 


Metrobank is both proud and honored to be recognized once more for our hard work and dedication. , 
We are always finding ways to improve our banking infrastructure and strategies. We continue to invest 
in technology to improve our efficiency and service delivery. Inspired by your trust and support, we will 


work even harder to scale greater heights and reach farther and wider. 


To you, our shareholders and clients, THANK YOU. 


Together, we did itl + @1меткованк QA 
Reaching far and wide for you. 4942, 


С You're in good hands with @imetrosank 


‘Over 800 domestic and international branches, offices, and subsidiaries, 


Head Office: Metrobank Plaza, Sen. Gil J, Puyat Ave., Makati City; Web Page: wiw.metrobank.com.ph A proud member of SavtcMeor 
‘Member of the Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation. Deposits insured up to 250,000.00 per depositor. 
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DOF upset o over House rejection of 


By Michelle V. Remo 


" Җ_.. BUSINESS 


annually declare their assets. 


are upset over the decision ofthe provision requiring all taxpayersto of the tax amnesty would be de- 
House of Representatives to re- 


DEPARTMENT of Finance officials move in the tax amnesty bill the 


MAYBANK GROUP ANNOUNCES RECORD PRE-TAX PROFIT 


Improved Performance of Overseas Operations including Maybank Philippines `` 


Malayan Banking Berhad [Maybank] 
| posted a record pre-tax profit of 
RM3.358B [PHP48.691B] for the 
financial year ended June 30, 2004 — 
up 28296 over the RM2.619B 
[PHP37.976B) іп the previous year 
оп the back of higher income and 
lower loan loss provisions. Net profit 
for Malaysia's largest banking group 
increased by 21.4% to RM2.424B 
|PHP35.148B], from RMI.996B 
|PHP28.942B] in the same period last. 
year. Earnings per share was higher at 
RM0.673 [PHP9.76] compared with 
RM0.559 |РНРВ. 11) in June 2003. 
Maybank Group President and 
Chief Executive Officer Datuk 
Amirsham A. Aziz said the good 
results were due to higher fee-based 
income, growth in net interest 
income, better asset quality and the 
improved performance of the group's 
operations in other ASEAN 
countries, including Maybank 
Philippines. 
Loans growth expanded 5.1% 


SE land 


during the year due to а strong 1596 
growth in both consumer loans and 
small-and medium-scale enterprise 
(SME) financing. Amirsham said he 
expected loans growth to expand 
between 6% and 8% in the next 12 
months. 

The Group's performance for the 
year translated into a gross return on 
equity [ROE] of 23.9%, compared 
with 21.8% previously. Morcover, 
improvements in asset quality saw 
loan loss provisions charged for the 
year decline by a substantial 45.6% 
this year, against the previous 
financial year. 

Maybank's overseas operations 
{including Maybank Philippines] 
registered a record growth of 63.4%, 
with overall pre-tax profit climbing to 
RM217.5M [PHP3.153.75M]. from 
RM133.1M [PHP1,929.95M] 
previously. 

Maybank began its Philippine 
operations in 1997 


45 branches in key areas 
nationwide. Leading the Malaysian 
banking industry for the past several 
decades, Maybank is currently one of 
the top banks in Asia and worldwide. 
The Malaysian business 
newspaper SiarBiz, in its September 2, 
2004 issue. ran an article on Maybank, 
citing investment research house JP 
Morgan, which maintained an 
overweight rating on Maybank, as 


for the bank to RM13.50 [PHP 195.75] 
from RM12.68 [PIIP182.99]. 
Morgan -also raised Maybank's 
projected earnings for fiscal years 
2005 and 2006 by 7% and 9%, 
respectively. On another note in the 
same article, AmRescarch noted the 
increase in Maybank's interest income 
for the past three years and likewise 
forecasted its loans growth of about 
5% for fiscal year 2005. 
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feated if taxpayers would not be 
DOF officials said the purpose required to submit their state- 
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taxpayers’ SALs 


ments of assets and liabilities 
(SALs) every year. 

The end-goal of the tax amnesty 
istocreatea database of all taxpay- 
ers to monitor the accuracy of their 
tax payments and, with the help of 
the data, solve the government's 
problem on huge tax leakages over 
time, the DOF said. 

“The intention of thetaxamnesty 
is really to help plug tax leakages 
through a taxpayers’ database,” Fi- 
nance Secretary Juanita Amatong 
told reporters. “Without it, what 
willbe the amnesty for?" 

Under the DOF's version of the 
tax amnesty, delinquent taxpay- 
ers who have liabilities from 
2003 and the years before will 
only be required to pay an 
amount equivalent to 3 percent of 
their net worth as of December 
2003 to settle their tax obliga- 
tion. They will also be immune 
from penalties and charges. 

In exchange, all taxpayers will 
be required to submit to the Bu- 
reau of Internal Revenue (BIR) 
their SALs every year. With the 
taxpayers annual SAL, the BIR 
can determine the accuracy of his. 
or her tax remittances. Through 
better monitoring, the govern- 
ment hopes to plug tax leakages, 
which is estimated at about P200 
billion every year—enough to 
wipe out the government's bud- 
get deficit which last year stood 


atP199.9 billion. 

‘There were several other ver- 
sions of the bill filed with the 
House of Representatives, but the 
ways and means committee de- 
cided to remove the provision re- 
quiring the annual submission of 
SAL when it came out with a con- 
solidated version last week. 

Amatong said the DOF would 
continue to push for the adoption 
of the SAL proposal during the 
coming hearings. Congressional 
hearings on the tax amnesty is ex- 
pected to be finalized this week. 

According to government 
sources, some legislators believe 
that requiring taxpayers to annu- 
ally submit their SALs may be un- 
constitutional. The congressmen 
said the SAL proposal should be 
embodied in a separate bill and 
not combined with the tax 
amnesty because the appropri- 
ateness of making one's assets 
and liabilities a matter of public 
record should first be debated. 

The committee on ways and 
means said legislators would just 
file a separate bill on the annual 
submission of SALs. 

‘The BIR on the other hand said 
it would be all right to have a sep- 
arate bill on the regular submis- 
sion of SAL, as long as Congress 
would make sure that the said bill 
would also be passed at around 
the same time as the tax amnesty. 
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(ABLE), doing busi- 
ness as Bingo Bonan- 
za Corp. (Bingo Bo- 
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nanza), posted P33.7 
million in net income 
from January to June 
2004. 

Officials of Bingo 
Bonanza, which suf- 
fered a пег loss of 
P3.3 million during 
the first half of 2003, 
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said the company at- 
tributed this recovery 
to a new product, an 
electronic variant of 
the bingo game, 
which was intro- 
duced in 2002, 


The result more 
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UNION Cement Corp. was a punters’ favorite — — — — — — — — — — — — * Fully Wired and Connected 
[Тм иел Uri e BSE Heard through the. Miriam Defensor-Santiago blitz, | * Ideal for start-ups, back-up, 
temen. Company would receive cat wu COCKTALES grapevine the diplomatic prospects have training & overfiow. 
fall, just like affiliate Trans Asia, from the Hol- CONSTRUCTION magnate justsuddenly dimmed. For oro lformation, contac 
cim takeover. Reghis Romero had been slated (Email: cocktales pdi@ya- | те No. 6700-7004» Mob, No. 0917-8146745 

More important, another speculation was for an ambassadorial posting in oo oan ы cocktales_pdi@hot- sui AE 
that the Swiss cement giant would, under the руу Р an Asian country. But with ће тай сопу tury Asia Corporation 
tender-offer rule, be required to offer the UCC VictorC. Agustin — 
minority shareholders the same price that it 
paid the Phinma/Bacnotan Group to acquire 


СЫА PCs, Printers, et al ... for rent 


Alas, no such tender-offer windfall is ар. reet your IT rental nes with our most comprehensive produc ie. 
parently forthcoming. 


‘According to Phinma CEO Ramon del we Some financial situations 


Rosario Jr, the Holcim buyout of the Phin- 
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Exchange Commission. ma edo үч 

“The Swiss multinational simply skirted the es 
tender-offer rule by acquiring the holding : 
company that controls UCC, not the UCC REN Tech 
shares. With the buyout, Holcim now effec- SLT Rental Shop 

ively controls about 77.5 percent of UCC. E Ow Sep IT ии SS 

Del Rosario, a former finance secretary, as 
would not disclose the effective per share Through CKP, all 
price paid by the Swiss; the market buzz put it Коце end 
at P4/share, while another account put it at and medium-sized businesses 
PS/share. are rediscovering the power 

That apparently is why the erstwhile sleep- d 4 behind their ideas. With the 
er stock, amid uncharacteristic brisk and see- j Sir. 
sawing trading, closed last week at P2.46, af- b proper presentation and a 
ter briefly touching P2.95, from P1.92 the thorough assessment of risk, 
previous Friday. a СКР has provided financial 
Buendia property play Ч а s E 1 solutions even in the toughest 
IT LOOKS like Buendia, instead of The Fort, Е ý 3 Е situations. It's almost magic. 
promises a better property play for the Ayalas 
and the assorted owners of decrepit low-rise КАНы = 
buildings lining up the avenue. 400,000 - 499,9: 

According to Ayala Land, the whole block : (nin 
bounded ^ by Buendia, Ayala, | 500,000 -999,999 
Jupiter/Metropolitan, and Едва had been re- 
classified by the Makati City Hall as early as | 10MM -4,999,999 
2000 and had been included in the so-called 
Central Business District. 5081291099099. 

And that is why the Ayalas аге now build- |? 49 million and up 
ing the Columns high-rise condominiums and 
a low-rise call center on what had for decades Quoted rates. € to change without prior notice. 
been empty lots at the Buendia-Ayala nter. tes aren par annum basie and net еуен stam taxes: 
section. 

With the reclassification, the Ayala-imposed Visit any of our 121 PSBank Branches nationwide. 
height restrictions had effectively been relaxed | Mert Pee Depost insane Capon: Mem Depost soe алараа О 
and, as Ayala Land now submits, "high-density 
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office and residential developments” may now Sas = 
be built within the enlarged zone. 
As to the claim that a group of Buendia 


à = 
property owners bought their lands near the | 

intersection in the 60s оп the belief that they n о ге ro и C ive 
had park frontage, “Ayala has never made any 

representation in the deeds of sal... that the 

intersection were parks or were to remain аз 
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cos presidential legal counsel Manuel Lazaro for Business. 

for a contemplated class suit against the Ay- 
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acts lik it your notebook 
Puerto Azul turnabout s Piel airbag if your, 


THE SUPREME Court denied the registration 
of only 6,917 square meters of Puerto Azul, 7 M тирон бара 
not 110 hectares as had been reported in this Ў 

column on Sept. 3. 

“The 6,917 sqm property is not absolutely 
lost if the proper documentation can be pro- 
duced and the errors rectified,” Puerto Azul 
said ina statement. 

The fate of the 110 hectares mentioned in зил пели элу ray 
the Supreme Court decision is still with the те 120,595.00 алш 
regulatory and judicial agencies, and Puerto "Fee Kensington вай (TP) 
Azul declined to elaborate on their status. 

In any case, the contested properties are 
about а kilometer away Кот the newly 
launched Cresta Grande subdivision within 
the sprawling mountainous beach resort. 

The Panlilios, who own Puerto Azul, have 
apparently been encouraged by the spectacu- сасы 
lar success of Punta Fuego, the joint-venture 
project of the Roxases and the Metro Pacific 
Group, further down the Batangas coastline. 

Like the Terrazas de Punta Fuego, Cresta 
Grande is offering lot packages targetin i " Б 
Metro Manila’ rich who would like em To do more wherever you're working, choose wireless IBM ThinkPad? 
end seaside getaway. i ino'M il 

‘Cresta Grande lot cuts are bigger, at525 to notebooks with Intel® Centrino™ Mobile Technology. 
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SHUTTERED First Savings Bank now has rea- 
son to hope after several banks have expressed 
interest in becoming its white knight, said its 
overseer Philippine Deposit Insurance Corp. 

“The chances of rehabilitation are there,” 
said PDIC president Ricardo Tan. 

Tan said the PDIC had received “informal”: 
interests to acquife FSB, but the receiver 
‘would start inviting investors only once it had 
finished its due diligence audit on the thrift 
bank's books. 

“We're still doing the pencil-pushing ... the 
investors will want to know what they are 
buying into,” Tan said, noting that the PDIC 
would have to determine first whether the 
bank could be rehabilitated. "Under the law, 
we have to make that determination within 
90 days.” 

Тап said the PDIC hoped to finish its task 
within the nexttwo weeks. 

Ina separate interview, Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas Deputy Governor Alberto Reyes said 
there were atleast two banks that had offered 
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PDIC: Many banks eager to acquire FSB 


to take over FSB prior to its shutdown last 
Wednesday. 

The RSP would not have placed FSB under 
receivership, Reyes said, if either of the two 
banks had been willing to immediately take 
over and service the withdrawal demands. 

“They wanted it to stay on a bank holiday 
ший Friday, but we couldn'twait that long,” 
Reyes said. “They have to talk to the PDIC 
now. 

"The BSP executive said FSB attracted the 
interest of those banks despite its very small 
loan portfolio because its branches were well- 
located. 

Established in 1965, the FSB head office is 
located on E. Rodriguez, Quezon City. It has 
three branches in Cubao, Quezon City, C.M. 
Recto Ave., Manila and Tanay, Rizal. 

“The BSP has imposed 2 moratorium in the 
issuance of new branch licenses to encourage 
consolidation within the banking system. 

Reyes estimated the FSB's total loan portfo- 
lio at only P99 million, of which over 50 per- 
cent was non-performing. 

He said the BSP had given the thrift bank 
until Aug. 31 to address its capital deficiency. 

"We were overtaken by events," he said. 

‘The BSP said the bank run which led to 


FSB's bank holiday came about when its clear- 
ing bank terminated FSB's account. About 96 
checks issued Бу FSB to retail clients, mostly 
market vendors, bounced that same day and 
triggered panic among depositors. 

‘The BSP now plans to tap commercial 
banks to institute a red alert mechanism to 
ward off bank runs which can cause the col- 
lapse of small banks. 

"The FSB has 10,609 account holders with 
total deposits of about P193.93 million, al- 
‘most all of which fall under the new minimum 
deposit insurance coverage of P250,000. 

The New Central Bank Act allows the BSP to 
place any bank in receivership and liquidation 
ifany of the following conditions are present: 

© The bank is unable to pay its liabilities as. 
they become due in the ordinary course of 
business, provided that this shall not include 
inability to pay caused by extraordinary de- 
mands induced by financial panic in the bank- 


„ing community; 


е The bank has insufficient realizable as- 
sets, as determined by the Bangko Sentral to 
meet ies; and 

е The bank cannot continue in business 
without involving probable losses to its de- 
positors or creditors. 


Quality of our growth 


SO OUR economy grew by 6.2 percent in ће 
second quarter of this year. While that stil 
pales in comparison to what our immediate 
neighbors have achieved, this growth perfor- 
mance would appear to belie that ours is an 
‘economy in crisis. Is all the hype about fiscal 
crisis overblown, then? Will the Filipinos’ 
much vaunted resilience again save the day, 
and make the specter of economic collapse lit- 
tle more than doomsayers' exaggerated rant- 
ing? 
Growth and jobs 

If the economy grew so well, why did the 
unemployment rate rise from 12.2 percent a 
year ago to 13.7 percent today? The 1.1 mil- 
Топ. new jobs reportedly generated over the 
past year was still far insufficient to catch up 
‘with new entrants to the labor force, who 
numbered about 1.9 million in the past year 
alone. Note that at this rate, the 6-10 million 
jobs targeted over the next six years will not 
make a dent on the unemployment rate! To 


" make real progress, the government should 


actually be targeting 2 million jobs a year, or 
12 million over the next six years. Impossible 
dream? 

То understand this “Jobless growth” phe- 
nomenon better, one has to look beyond the 
aggregate numbers and examine where ex- 
acily the growth is coming from. The data im- 
ply that growth in the economy is coming 
from sectors that do not offer all that many 
jobs. Case in point was our growth perfor- 
mance last year, which was significantly 
boosted by the opening of the Malampaya gas 
wells in Palawan. This had propelled the over- 
all mining sector (of which petroleum is a key 
part) to 26.7 percent growth. In turn, this led 
the overall industry sector to 2 3.6 percent 
growth rate, masking the fact that construc- 
tion, the second highest job creator in indus- 
Чу (ie. next to manufacturing), had actually 
contracted by a hefty 8.5 percent last year. 


Sources of growth 

This year, growth in the second quarter. 
mosily came, as usual, from the services sec- 
tor, which contributed 3.2 percentage points 
out of the overall GNP growth of 5.7 percent. 
Communication continues to dominate this 
growth, posting 16.0 percent growth in the 
q inks to our continuing love affair 
wih the cellphone and text messaging. Un- 
fortunately, this sector is not a particularly 
strong job creator, accounting for less than 
five percent of total jobs in the economy. 

Industry contributed the next largest share 
to GNP growth with 1.7 percentage points out 
of the 5.7 percent GNP growth. In dramatic 
contrast to lost year, construction was the 
fastest growing subsector of industry in the 
past quarter, posting a rather unusual 13.7 
percent growth over the previous year. What 
is remarkable about this growth is that the 
sector has consistently been contracting in re- 
cent years and actually contracted by 2.6 per- 
cent in 2003, but was suddenly boosted by a 
surge in public construction activities in the 
first and second quarters. The timing, of 
course, makes it no surprise. 
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With construction accounting for close to 
six percent of total jobs in the economy, all 
this election-related construction activity 
must have contributed significantly to job cre- 
ation. Thats the good news. The bad news is, 
that same surge in spending was instrumental 
in our having breached the fiscal deficit tar- 
get. The other bad news is that the growth 
rate in construction is likely to return to nega- 
tive territory now that the campaign season is 
over, and especially now that the persistent 
budget deficit has forced the government into 
severe-belt-tightening. Thus, we can count 
out any further job increases from that sector. 
in the foreseeable future. 

Agriculture, normally a big job provider ac- 
counting for 35 percent of total jobs in the 
‘economy, this time contributed a mere 07 
percentage point to the aggregate GNP 
growth rate. Indeed, the sector saw a net de- 
cline of 76 thousand jobs over the past year, 
even though it has so far grown faster than 
last year. There is a bit of a puzzle here as 
most of the specific major crop sectors (except 
for coconut) posted positive growth, and even 
in the double digits for rice and corn. And yet 
the number of farm jobs actually declined. 1 
don't have the answer for this one. 


Consumption-driven 

The demand for goods and services that 
‘spurs growth in our production continues to 
come primarily from personal consumption 
expenditures, which account for two-thirds of 
all spending for our products. With consump- 
tion growth further accelerating to 6.0 pe 
cent from last year's 5.3 percent, the ever-in- 
creasing flow of overseas remittances has 
clearly been instrumental to this. 

Ideally, we would like to see more of de- 
mand growth coming from investmentexpen- 
ditures, as these directly lead to a further in- 
crease in productive capacity of the economy. 
The good news is that investment (capital for- 
mation) actually grew by a healthy 8.5 per- 
cent in the last quarter, propped up by the ar- 
tificial surge in construction described above. 
‘The bad news, as before, is that this is not like- 
ly to be sustained given the need to severely 
cut down on government capital expendi- 
tures. 

Finally, the other major flaw in our produc- 
tion performance is in the way more than half 
of our total production (55 percent of rotal) is 
confined to Metro Manila and its surrounding 
provinces. With 70 percent of the Filipino 
poor living in the countryside, we cannot 
make much dent on poverty in the country for 
as long as our economic growth is as narrow, 
shallow and hollow as it has been. This is the 
other face of the crisis we need to address. 

Comments welcome at chabito@ateneo.edu 


CAP to get P13B in loan, property 


By Elizabeth |. Sanchez 


COLLEGE Assurance Plan Philippines ‘Inc. 
(CAP) said its board on Friday approved a 
proposed P6 billion property infusion from a 
local real estate firm, and a P7.1-billion loan 
from a forcign fund to help the pre-need firm 
plug its trust fund deficit. 

Sources told the INQUinER that in exchange 
for the P6 billion worth of property, CAP 
would issue preferred shares to real estate 
firm. The investor would also be entitled to a. 
board scat in САР 

The capital, once approved by the Securi- 

wd Exchange Commission (SEC), will be 
placed in CAP's trust fund. 

CAP's board also approved the intial rms of 
а memorandum of understanding for a $127- 
million loan, or roughly P7.1 billion, from a 
New York-based fund. The loan will be paid 
back in full in 10 years, and will have a grace pe- 
riod of two years on interest payments. 

"The same New York fund may also provide 

T s nt iion, or roughly P% ballin, 


^ 


in new equity into CAP and may be entitled to 
two seats in the company's board. САР how- 
ever, still has to negotiate this arrangement 
with the New York fund. 

CAP has yet to decide whether it will issue 
‘common oF preferred shares in exchange for 
‘equity from the New York fund. The New York 
fund has yet to seek approval from its own 
mother firm for the loan and equity infusion. 

The board also authorized CAP's business 
development group headed by CAP director 
Robert John Sobrepefia to negotiate for the fi- 
nal terms of the $127-million loan and $100- 
million equity infusion. 

Sobrepefia earlier said CAP is expected to 
ink an agreement with these two investors be- 
fore the end of the month. 

‘Company sources earlier said that when 
the P7.1 loan is secured, CAP will use the cash 
to buy back the assets in its trust fund which 
consist of participation in approximately P3.4 
billion worth of bonds backed up by the cash 
flow from the Metro Rail Transit (MRT) pro- 
ject and certain real-estate properties, 
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Profit-taking seen 
XE 

For one, the government al- 
омей the cash-starved National 
Power Corp. to raise power rates 
by 98 centavos per kilowart-hour, 
which analysts estimated could cut 
government subsidies to the power 
firm by about P40 billiona year. 

‘Analysts also said this eased fis- 
cal worries and helped the govem- 
ment's latest global bond sale raise 
$1 billion last week, far beter than 
the target of $750 million. 

‘Also adding to the optimism, 
analysts said, was the govern- 
ment projecting the economy to 
expand 5.9 -6.1 percent this year, 
higher than its earlier growth 
forecast of 4.9-5.8 percent, main- 
ly driven by the services sector. 

World oil prices have also start- 
ed to decline from recent highs, 
easing inflation worries after the 
world's oil cartel said it might in- 
crease production capacity by 
year's end. 

“The third quarter is almost 
over and investors are focusing 
«оп stocks with good fundamen- 
tals and strong earnings such as 
telecoms. If earnings for the third 
quarter remain strong, investors 
may be encourage to accumu- 
late,” BPI Trade said. 

"The market is likely to test the 
1,800 level as momentum 1e- 
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mains strong. Technically, howev. 
ет, the market is overbought and 
this suggests that it is susceptible 
to profit-taking,” ir added. 

said investors 
should be cautious after the mar- 
кеге hefty gains. 

"Stocks are usually considered 
to be at extremely overbought 
levels when they make 12 record 
session highs. The Phisix has al- 
ready made eleven session highs 
since Aug. 25," he said. 

He added that the local stock 
market has outperformed its Asian 
counterparts and would be a prime 
candidate for profit-taking. 

Investors will also watch how 
the economy will perform in the 
second half when there would be 
no election-related spending to 
boost activity. Further, world oil 
prices remain a concern despite 
the recent declines. 

“We remain wary of the short 
‘and longer-term impact of higher 
energy prices on inflation, согро- 
rate profits and consumer spend 
ing. The outlook for oil prices те 
mains uncertain due to a wide 
range of factors. Supply can be 
curbed by the problems in the 
Middle East and demand can be 
driven by the rapidly growing 
of China and India, 
aid. Elizabeth L. Sanch 
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PAL wants out of rehabilitation program 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


PHILIPPINE Airlines has asked 
creditors to let it get out of its re- 
habilitation program this year, or 
5 years ahead of schedule, so it 
could borrow funds for expan- 
sion, according to PAL president 
Jaime Bautista. 

Bautista said the airline need- 
ed the written approval of all its 
creditors before it could get out of 
the 10-year rehab program that 
started in 1999. 

Most of PALs creditors, he said, 
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growth," Bautista noted. 


from owner Lucio Tan. 
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were open to the idea. Some, 
however, have expressed reserva- 


“The terms of the rehabilita- 
tion program are limiting our new routes, need to be approved 


PAL, Asia's oldest airline, was 
forced to undergo a rehabilitation and а group of European export 
program due to the adverseimpact credit agencies accounted for 
of a major labor problem and its 

failure to settle some $2.2billionin lion in debt. About $400 million 
debt. The rehab called for the infu- 

sion of $200 million in fresh equity 


Like any company under reha- 
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bilitation, the flag carrier is 
barred from incurring new loans. 
Major moves, including the pur- 
chase of new aircraft and flying to 
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nearly two-thirds of PAs $2.2bil- 1а peso 
is owed to local banks. 

PAL has so far managed to re- 
duce its obligations to about $1.2 
billion. Bautista said the airline had 


PAL settied P10.4 billion in 
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“Financially, we are okay be- 
cause we have enough cash flow 
to pay our obligations.” 

During the last fiscal year end- 


net income of P363 million in the 
previous year. 

terms, PAs liabilities 
covered under the rehabilitation 
stood at P77 billion as of end- 
March 2004, down from P83 bil- 
lion the previous fiscal year. 


. BUSINESS ........... 


debts as they fall due. 
up P3.8 billion. 


004, PAL posted a net 


force of about 13,000. 
million, down froma 


Bautista said PALs 
force to a little over 7, 


Bautista said that 


its prospects. 


debt in the last fiscal year but for- 
eign exchange adjustments ate 


Before rehabilitation, PAL had 
а fleet of 65 aircraft and a work- 


been reduced to 30 and its work- 
i 000 in the 
course of the rehabilitation. 


was showing positive results so 
far in the current fiscal year, ex- 
ternal forces continued to cloud 
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PAL, like any other airlines in the 
world, is reeling from the impact of 
the rising cost of fuel and terrorism. 
threats. The weakening of the peso 
В further aggravating its problems. 

“Airlines in the region, including 
PAL, are performing better. But we 
are hostage to external forces like 
fuel prices, foreign exchange and 
threats of terrorism that affect 
profitability” he pointed out. 

The 47-year-old Bautista was 
named president of PAL last Aug. 
26, He replaced Avelino Zapanta 
who had retired. 


fleet had 


while PAL 


New BSP unit to head 
centralized credit bureau 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE POLICY-MAKING Monetary Board of the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas has approved the 
establishment of a new unit that would spear- 
head a centralized credit bureau system in the 
country. 

At present, the Philippines is at the bottom 
10 of the 145 countries ranked according to 
the scope and efficiency of their local private 
credit bureaus, according to a global report of 
the World Bank. 

Although the BSP preferred to have the 
Bankers Association of the Philippines to take 
charge of the credit bureau, it had decided to 
step into the picture to speed up reforms in 
the country’s credit reporting system, 

‘The new BSP unit will jumpstart efforts to 
reform the Philippine credit rating process 
until a law on fair credit reporting is enacted, 
BSP officer in charge Alberto Reyes told re- 
porters. 

"We hope that all the clearances will be in 
place soon so that the unit can start its opera- 
tions by the first semester of next year,” Reyes 
said. 

‘The interim credit bureau will assign iden- 
tification numbers to Philippine borrowers. It 


is expected to pave the way for its transition 
toa private sector-led system. 

Under the interim framework, all banks op- 
erating in the country will provide data on 
both "positive" and "negative" list of borrow- 
ers to the BSP for processing. 

То date, ће BSP has a data-sharing facility 
which, however, includes only information on 
delinquent borrowers. In general, banks are 
still hesitant to share information on good 
borrowers as they fear this will reduce their 
competitive edge. 

‘The BSP believed that many banks could 
have avoided risky loan exposures in the past 
if they were more aware of their borrowers’ 
outstanding liabilities with other banks, 

Reyes said the BSP's legal counsel ruled 
that the institution could push through with 
this interim framework provided that banks 
would seek a waiver of confidentiality from 
the borrowers as soon as a loan application 
was submitted. 

‘The interim framework will not require any 
amendment to the bank secrecy law since itis 
not expected to infringe on secrecy of deposit 
accounts. But to protect the BSP's right to 
generate feedback and consolidate the credit 
data, the secrecy waiver was needed. 


Proposed LTO requirement 
seen to yield P15B in revenue 


‘THE LAND Transportation Office (LTO) could 
help the government raise an additional P15 
billion in revenue by the end of the year if it 
would implement a proposal by Congress to 
require car owners to present their Income 
Тах Return as a condition to the registration 
of their vehicles. 

Under House Resolution No. 154, House 
Speaker Jose de Venecia and nine other se- 
nior members of Congress urged President 
Arroyo to issue an executive order mandat- 
ing the LTO to require the submission of ITR 
of individuals prior to the registration of 
their vehicles. 

Tt was noted that privately owned cars and 
trucks registered with the LTO reached 3.14 
million last year, much higher than the 
67,800 individuals who paid their income 
taxes during the period. 

Rep. Herminio Teves, senior vice chair of 
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the House Committee on Ways and Means, 
said the proposed measure would force tax 
evaders to pay taxes because otherwise, they 
would not be able to register their vehicles. 

“The rationale of said resolution is to pro- 
vide a mechanism of cross-checking the in- 
come declared and paid to the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue,” Teves said in a recent privi- 
lege speech. 

It was added in the resolution that there 
was a need to generate much-needed revenue 
by ensuring that taxes are captured by the tax 
net through an effective system that ensures 
revenue collection efficiency. 

‘Teves noted in his speech that he agreed 
with President Macapagal-Arroyo that the 
budget deficit was the country’s most urgent 
problem. “In war, we are asked to shed blood. 
Ina fiscal crisis, we are only asked to pay the 
right amount of taxes," he stressed. 


Power 


From page à 
cent oits four-and-a- 
half-year high on re- 
newed foreign inter- 
est and broad-based 
buying. 

"We think investors 
may view the rate hike 
as a first step towards 
averting an impend- 
ing fiscal and power 
crisis," UBS said. “It is 
also taken as an evi- 
dence of the govem- 
ments commitm 
to implement poten- 
Haly painful ге 
forms," it added. 

UBS, however, said 
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it believes ап addi- 
tional rate hike may 
be required, noting 
that the recent adjust- 
ment was only 50 
percent of Napocor's 
petition. An addition- 
al increase may be 
needed to restore the 
state-owned firm to 
operating profitabili- 
ty, UBS pointed out. 

UBS economist 
Christa Janjic has esti- 
mated that the recent 
rate hike translates to 
a 0.1 percentage point 
(рро reduction in the 
country's public sector 
deficit this year, and 
0.8 ppt next year, 

UBS also said it 
maintained its view 
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that the immediate 
privatization of 
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tion ofa part of its debt 
by the national gov- 
emment were crucial, 
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Petron considering 


freeze in gas prices ` 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE ENERGY department said world oil prices 
have started to ease this month, prompting se- 
mi-government-owned Petron Corp. to consid- 
era possible freeze in its pump prices. 

According to Department of Energy data, 
prices of trend-setter Dubai crude as of Sept. 9 
fell for the 12th time in the last 14 trading 
days after hitting an all-time high of $41.26 a. 
barrel last Aug. 20. 

DOE monitoring showed that the average 
price of Dubai crude in the first nine days of 
Septemper slid by $3.32 to $35.22 a barrel 
from $38.54, in the wake of reports indicating 
an oversupply in the world market. 

For prices of finished products, the bench- 
mark Mean of Platts Singapore posted a 
$3,50-cut for unleaded gasoline to an average 
of $47.99 a barrel, from $51.49 in August. 

On the other hand, Mops-based diesel 
prices were still volatile in the 14 trading days 
up to Sept. 9, averaging $51.86 a barrel from 
$51.66 last month. 

“If this new trend (of easing prices) sus- 
tains, we expect our pump prices to be steady 
їп the coming days,” Energy Secretary Vin- 
cent S. Perez said in a statement. 

Petron public affairs manager Virginia A. Ruiv- 
ivar said in a separate statement the local ol gi 
ant might be able to hold current prices if the 


easing was sustained until the end of September. 

‘This, despite warnings from a price watch- 
dog and other oil firms that another barrage 
of price hikes were expected this month. 

The private sector-run Consumer and Oil 
Price Watch warned that importers were ex- 
pected to hike gasoline prices by 47 centavos 
aliter and of diesel by P2.14 liter. 

COPW chair Raul Concepcion had also said 
local refiners Petron and Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum Corp. were expected to hike gaso- 
line prices by 91 centavos a liter and to slash 
diesel prices by 63 centavos. 

Officials of Shell and the Independent 
Philippine Petroleum Companies Association 
said further price hikes were indeed expected 
since the oil firms have not fully reflected in- 
creased costs in the world market to local 
pump prices. 

Oil prices have been rising in the last few 
months due to high world oil demand amid 
tight supply, terrorist attacks, political ten- 
sions involving oil exporting countries and 
military unrest in the Middle East. 

Petron’s Ruivivar said analysts think the re- 
cent downward trend was mainly due to an 
apparent oversupply in marker. 

When prices were climbing to record high 
in August, the Organization of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries increased production in a 
bid to stem the uptrend. 


By Abigail L. Ho 


SYDNEY, Australia—Despite the Philip. 
pines’ relatively small size, the government 
should not discount the possibility of tap- 
ping nuclear power in the coming years, a 
regional energy official said. 

Ravinder Mago, general manager of the 
Nuclear Power Corp. of India, said the ben- 
efits of nuclear power, even for a small 
country like the Philippines, made it an ob- 
vious candidate for helping supply the 
country’s future energy needs. 

“Nuclear power is environmentally 
friendly, economically viable and has the 
advantage of energy security,” he said. “It 
has huge potential of electricity generation 
for centuries to come.” 

He noted that Метат, also a small and 
developing country like the Philippines, 
was keen on tapping nuclear sources for its 
energy requirements. 

‘The important things to consider, if a 
government would choose to use nuclear 
means in generating power, were the pro- 
ject proponent's technical expertise and the 
government's political will. 

Should the Philippines decide to invest 
in nuclear power generation, he said the In- 


RP urged to consider 
nuclear power sources 


dian government was willing to provide 
any form of assistance it could offer. 

During the recently concluded 19th World 
Energy Council Congress and Exhibition here, 
much emphasis was given on nuclear power, 
especially by countries like China, Japan, Ко- 
rea and India, where energy demand was pro- 
jected to spike in the coming years. 

China aimed to increase nuclear powers 
share in its energy mix to 4 percent by 2020 
from the current 1.8 percent, said China 
State Development and Reform Commis- 
sion vice chair Zhang Guo-bao. 

То achieve this, China would be adding 
nuclear stations with capacities reaching 
30 gigawatts. 

Japan also planned to add more nuclear 
power capacity, said Federation of Electric Pow- 
ег Companies of Japan chair Yohsaku Fuji, par- 
ticularly as the country aimed to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions by 20 percent by 2010. 

Korea likewise had plans to increase the 
16,716 megawatts (MW) of electricity that 
19 operating units were producing, accord- 
ing to Korea Electric Power Corp. senior 
vice president Meng-Hyun Yoon. 

Seven more plants are currently under 
construction and are seen to boost the coun- 
trys nuclear power capacity by 7,800 MW. 


SEC warns of financial scams 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


‘THE SECURITIES and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) has been receiving numerous com- 
plaints from irate victims against five compa- 
nies, which could indicate the resurgence of 
illegal boiler room operations. 

SEC Commissioner Joselia Poblador said 
the corporate watchdog was firming up its 
case against these firms and would divulge 
the names of these firms once cases are filed. 

Boiler room operations usually involve un- 
qualified sales people that use high pressure 
tactics, or misleading information, to sell 
stocks, commodities or land to potential in- 
 vestors, without a license. 

“We ‘are still checking whether the ones 
we've caught (before) are the same as the 
ones that resurfaced,” Poblador said. 

She said most of the complaints are from 
foreign investors. 

“It is giving our country а bad name. We 
don't want to be tagged as the haven for boil- 
er room activities. These firms check if the 
regulator is lowering its guard and then they 
start coming back,” she said. 


Since 2000, the SEC has issued cease and 
desist orders against Goldberg & Partners, 
United Capital Management, Oxford Interna- 
tional Management, Wells Chadwick, Bar- 
clays Group Inc. & New World Financial 
Group, Sherman Brothers Management, 
Bradford Kempner Management Services, 
Muller & Sons Securities, Dukes & Company 
Securities, Knowie & Sachs, Saxon & Swift, 
Newport Pacific Securities, Worldwide In- 
vestors, Asia World Online and Bradshaw 
Global Asset Management. 

SEC officials also said one complaint re- 
cently filed with the SEC involved $20,000. 
Poblador said the SEC was coordinating with 
its counterpart in Malaysia to gather evidence 
from victims in that country. 

SEC officials said boiler room operators 
usually prey on developing countries, includ- 
ing Thailand, Philippines and Malaysia. 

Poblador last month said the Commission 
has been alerted of renewed boiler room activi- 
ties in Cebu, Pampanga, Davao and in Manila. 

Former SEC Chair Lilia Bautista said some 
of these boiler room operators pretended to 
be call centers. 


CELEBRATING A PARTNERSHIP. Aboitiz One and Diethelm (Р! 

a five-year P1.5-billion distribution service agreement. DPI, one of the le: 

pharmaceuticals and consumer healthcare products in the country, will use Aboitiz One's 
Distribute and Save (D&S) service that operates on the just-in-time concept which is necessary 
for goods being handled by DPI such as medicine, infant formula and even M&M chocolates. The 
partnership was sealed by (from left) DPI president Juergen Wolfgang Hirschberg, Aboitiz One 


president and СЕО Sabin Ab: 


iz and DPI VP for Operations Larry Williams. 
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Surprise drop in US prices 


Investors waiting for Wall St. 
to break out of rut 


NEW YORK—Wall Street posted modest 
gains over the past week, offering some 
hope the stock market can break out of the 
narrow trading range of the past eight 
months. 

In the holiday-shortened week to Friday, 
the blue-chip Dow Jones Industrial Aver- 
age advanced 0.51 percent to 10,313.07 
and the Standard and Poor's 500 broad- 
market index added 0.92 percent to 
1,123.92. 

The teckheavy Nasdaq composite 
meanwhile rallied 2.7 percent for the four. 
sessions to close at 1,894.31. 

Despite the gains of the past few weeks, 
investors have been frustrated because the 
market has been holding in a narrow range 
over the past eight months after digesting 
2003's strong gains. 

“Something has to give at some point, 
because this is one of the longest pauses the 
market has turned in over the past two 
decades—directionless now for 207 days,” 
said David Rosenberg at Merrill Lynch. 

Ralph Acampora at Wachovia Securities 
said the market may be ready to resume its 
upward trend after a long period of chum- 


ing. 
“We have been in the camp of those call- 
ing for this frustrating eight-month trading 
range to be nothing more than an interme- 
diate term correction in a cyclical bull mar- 
ket," he said, 
John Hughes, market analyst at Shields 


and Со, agreed that a bit more churning 
may set the stage for the Dow to break 
above 10,400 and improve the mood on 
‘Wall Street. 

“ЧЕ we break above this level it really 
changes the whole complexion of the year 
so far to what we perceive as much more 
positive,” Hughes said, 

“Ifyou just trade around up here in these. 
very narrow ranges for a couple of weeks 
you're going to work off all that overbought 
situation and all that buying that was built 
up and you're going to create an opportuni- 
ty without any significant pullback.” 

But RBC Dain Rauscher analyst Bob 
Dickey said the stock market shows no sign 
of breaking out ofits trading range. 

“There is still no trend to this market, 
and litte indication of what may be devel- 
oping now that the summer months are be- 
hind us,” Dickey said. 

"We are stuck with the greater likelihood 
that the same sideways trend of the past 
eight months will likely continue." 

The market has been able to weather the 
impact of high oil prices and less-than- 
spectacular economic data. 

But Federal Reserve chair Alan 
Greenspan said the economy is “gaining 
traction,” fueling hopes that the news will 
getbetter. 

Peter Cardillo at SW Bach said if oil 
prices hold in check, stocks could gather 
momentum. AFP 


mixed news for economy 


WASHINGTON—A surprise drop in 
US wholesale prices in August 
showed inflation apparently in check, 
but analysts said this was good and 
bad news for the US economy. 

The producer price index (PPI), а 
measure on inflation at the wholesale 
level, dipped 0.1 percent in August, 
the government said. 

The core producer price in- 
dex—excluding food and energy 
goods— also fell 0.1 percent. 

But what appeared initially as 
good news also has some negative im- 
plications, said economists. 

“All these figures suggest that busi- 
nesses did not pass the rise in energy 
prices into their final prices over the 
past two months. It is clearly good 
news for inflation but—clearly not for. 
growth,” said Marie-Pierre Ripert, US 
economist at CDC IXIS Capital Маг- 
kets. 

“Indeed, businesses will probably 
continue to be cautious in their hiring 
decisions and in their wage increases 
to offset the big rise in their input 
prices.” 

In the past 12 months, the produc- 
er price index (PPI) is up 3.4 percent, 
down from a four percent pace in. 
ly The core PPI is up 1.5 percent in 


Energy prices rose 0.2 percent in 
August, with gasoline down five per- 
cent even as crude oil prices were hit- 
ting fresh records during the month. 

Home heating oil prices jumped 
7.8 percent while liquefied petroleum 
gas prices soared 13.9 percent. 

Food prices fell 0.2 percent, the 
third decline in a row after three 
months of large gains. 

The overall tame inflation news 
takes pressure off the Federal Reserve 
to step up the pace of its rate hikes. 
The Fed is expected to raise its federal 
funds rate by a quarter percentage 
pointon Sept. 21 to 1.75 percent. 

Inaseparate report, the Commerce 
Department said the US trade deficit 
narrowed in July as imports fell for 
the first time in almost a year, 

The deficit fell 8.9 percent to $50.1 
dollars in July, the sharpest decline in 
the deficit since December 2001. 

Despite the decline, July's trade 
gap is still the second highest on 
record. 

“The awesome trade chasm nar- 
rowed a bit, but it is so wide that we 
cannot be too happy,” said Joel Маго 
at Naroff Economic Advisors. 

“The situation is horrible. Still, 1 
like the trend as exports expanded 


tal goods, industrial supplies and ve- 
hicles to the rest of the world,” 

Recent economic data have sug- 
gested a tepid pace of US economic 
growth and modest inflationary pres- 
sures. 

But Federal Reserve chair Alan 
Greenspan said last week economic 
expansion “has regained some trac- 
tion” after a soft patch earlier this 
year. 

Nonetheless, some economists re- 
main skeptical. 

"Wed be the first to agree that re- 
cent macro data are hardly contlusive 
signs that the recovery is again get- 
ting ‘traction; they are instead mere- 
ly hopeful" said Morgan Stanley 
economists Richard Berner and Shital 
Patel in a research noted. 

Economist Nariman Behravesh at 
the research firm Global Insight said 
high oil prices are unlikely to drop 
significantly and “will remain a drag 
оп the economy” and that the Fed 
must be cautious about lifting rates 
under these circumstances. 

“Uncertainty about oil prices, 
along with slower economic growth, 
will complicate the task of the Federal 
Reserve, which has embarked on a 
path of slowly but steadily rising in- 


the past 12 months. while imports fell. We sold morecapi- terest rates,” he said. AFP 


Embattled 
Disney CEO 
to leave in '06 


Los ANGELES— 
Michael Eisner, who 
helped transform 
The Walt Disney Co. 
into a media power- 
house, but has come 
under increasing 
pressure recently to 
improve the compa- 
пуз lagging perfor- 
mance, will retire af- 
ter more than two 
decades as CEO, the EISNER 
company said Friday. 

Whether the move will silence his most vo- 
cal critics and who will succeed Eisner re- 
mained in doubt. 

Ina letter written to Disney's board, Eisner 
said he intends to step down when his current 
contract expires on Sept. 30, 2006. 

“Until then I shall continue to exert every ef- 
fortto help the company achieve our goals, to as- 
sist the board in selecting the new chief executive 
officer, and to make the transition expeditious, 
efficient and smooth and easy" Eisner wrote. 

Eisner joined the company in 1984 along 
with former Warner Bros. executive Frank 
Wells at the behest of Roy Е. Disney, nephew 
of company co-founder Walt Disney. 

Eisner and Wells transformed Disney by revital 
izing its dormant animation efforts, expanding the 
theme parks and, most dramatically by purchas- 
ing Capital Cities/ABC in 1995, thus adding ABC, 
ESPN and other networks to the mix. 

But since 1996, Disney has stumbled—its 
stock price fell as ratings slipped at ABC, the 
company made some questionable acquisi- 
tions and investors began to question Eisner's 
control over his board of directors. 

Roy Disney and ally Stanley Gold, once Eis- 
ners strongest backers, resigned from the 
board in November and championed an effort 
to oust Eisner. 

That campaign culminated in an unprece- 
dented vote of no confidence at Disney's 
March shareholders meeting in Philadelphia. 
Investors withheld 45 percent of their votes to 
reelect Eisner to the board, and delivered sim- 
ilar blows to other board members. 

As a result, the board stripped Eisner of his 
chairmanship, while also expressing confi- 
dence in his management skills. 

Sensing a weakness, cable television. giant 
Comcast Corp. launched a bid for Disney in 
February Disney s board rejected it as too low and 
Comcast later withdrew its offer after it became 
clear Eisner had more support than first thought. 

Roy Disney and Gold sustained their ouster ef- 
forts and said they would runa challenge slate of 
directors at next year's shareholder meeting. 

Eisner's announced retirement may under- 
mine those efforts. 

“| think this will relieve some of the pressure 
on the Disney board, and will likely go a long 
‘Way to appeasing the concerns of many institu- 
tional investors as toa succession plan and also 
the poor financial and stock price performance 
over the past few years,” said Greg Taxin, chief 
executive of Glass, Lewis & Co., an institution- 
al investment research firm that had recom- 
mended withholding support from Eisner. 

Disney's stock rose slightly on the news Fri- 
day, trading up 33 cents, or 1.4 percent, to 
$23.19 in midday trading on the New York 
Stock Exchange. 

Eisner has strongly endorsed Disney presi- 
dent Robert Iger as a potential successor. But 
the board could look to other executives i 
the company or even former Disney execu- 
tives who now lead their own companies, 

Likely candidates include Paul Pressler, 
СЕО of Gap. Inc., or Meg Whitman, CEO of 
eBay Inc, АР 


- e 


i Ша с 
THE POSSIBILITIES a АЕ FUJITSU 


LifeBook P5020 


: * Intel“ Centrino" Mobile Technology 
- Intel" Pentium" M Processor 1.60/1.40GHz ~ Intel Pentium* M Processor 1GHz (Ultra Low Voltage) 


- 7 Intel» PRO/Wireless 2100 Network Connection 
Intel PRO/Wireless 2100 Network Connection P 
Иен Windows XP Home. Microsoft" Windows" XP Home 


о Intel 855GM Chipset 

Inte 855GME Chipset 256МВ SDRAM (max. 1024MB) 

PP 40GB HDD. 

Р XGA TET 10.6" Wide Super XGA TFT 

Integrated Bluetooth™ /PC card option Combo Drive (DVD & CD-RW) replaceable with options 
Combo Drive (DVD & CD-RW) replaceable with options Approx. 1.75kg 


Hot Swappable Modular Bay 
VS?" Modem & 1000/100/10Mbps Gigabit Ethernet 
Approx. 1.75kg (with weight saver option) P 119,500 


Fujitsu recommends Microsoft" Windows" XP Professional. 


vens ovem eee 5 С 
LifeBook T3010 


{eBook B5010 


nmn 
prr 


LifeBook E8010. 


m: 


#119800 51199007) 


$ ‘Stylistic 575011 LifeBook $6220 
————— . 
ПАРИ нн ҮЗ t Lom Vonage) 


LifeBook $7010 


ia cS, atch онда. 


2IF United 
Tol: +63 (2) 894-8557 


„ Legaspi Village, Makati City 1229 
Fax: +63 (2) 817-7576 _hitp:lIph.fujitsucom 


MOBILE 
TECHNOLOGY 


It’s not 
BUSINESS 


Marketing Seminar / NE by JGSIAH GO, 
Agora/ TOYM (World) awardee 


Key topics to cover 


First mover advantage * How to lower buying cost * 
Psychic offer * Service implementation system * 
Micro marketing * Ways to increase margins * How to 
sell 6x more than your competition * 3Ws of retail 
savings * Niche retailing * Power shift 


Cases from supermarkets, convenience stores, video 
rental, department stores, discount stores, boutiques, 4$ 
hard wares, footwear chain and toy store 


We've taken all the powerful features that make big я 
projectors rock and packed it into the compact, lightweight 7 Key topics to cover: 
InFocus LP70+. Small and sleek, it fits your traveling lifestyle 
to a T. Change rooms, change audiences, change cities. The dee How to develop category and premium price * How to 
1Р70+ is designed to impress - wherever you take it. secure leadership vs. strong competition * How to 
make the news w/o increasing A&P * Being the best, 
DLP Technology * XGA (1024 X 768) + 1400 ANSI Lumens 
унген. kg) + 4000 lamp hours LP70+ ‘not necessarily the biggest 
Sales promotions (account-specific, area-specific 
For a foe demo of its and/or оог modets, сай 723-0601 or vst waww.nfocus.com ‘segment-specifc. 24n-1 A&P. promo evaluation) 


Ero Е Cases from personal care. skin care. footwear, 
< ix automobile, bank, bottled water, movies and telecom. 


The Worldwide Leader in Digital Projection 


ORGANIZED BY: SEMINAR FEE: 


" P7,800 +10% vat (until 9/30/04) 
Mansmith and Fielders, Ї Less P1,000 discountif paid before 9/17/04 


Specialist in Marketing and Sales Training Ask about discount for 3" & 4" participants 
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Republic of the Philippines 
COMMISSION ON AUDIT 
Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon City 


REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE OF 79 PROVINCES 
FY 2003 


Financial Statements of Provinces 
АП Funds (In Thousand Pesos) 


BALANCE SHEET STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES 


Total Business| Other | тиш | Rank Net З of Net Income 
Income Income | Income | Expenses | 1 POM Pace Income 


Assets | Liabllities| Equity 


to Total income 


BEGION 1 5533430 1368806 4,164,623 | 2459357 70624 _ 656.178) 255367 1455300 — 967416 713,990 

locos Norte 905512 140334: 765,178 | 513/81 17835 121951] 373013 2213 151500 140768 z 
llocos Sur. 2724468 65035 2073783] 709702 258 3750) 0505 wazo — 245305 28457 40 
La Union 540900 — 11489 45%) 571751 7 ma 192905] 4925 2453 190588 132478 з 
Pangasinan 1362879 — 463467 899412 | 1074123 32458 13775] 97994 513815 378583 156,169 в 


CAR 259296 455094 2.137.869 | 1827313 4.509.538 249713] 1563406 91290 — 719300 жыз 
Abra 225 — 87925 123331] 386.133 73.408 15610] 304757 144459 ^ 219905 21386 
Apayao 3053:9 6055 24782| 220480 "25905 am| 273508 111,588 161900 16872 
Benguet 1259714 196392 1072722] 409515 294091 ав!) assu 19750 221707 (10229) 
идао 299909 49810 2937] 25005 237.394 лаз тюри 139056 — 51037 60012 
Kalinga 25279 27978 m| 267516 258983 128 4 627] 2133 164098 67805 3574 
ML Province жы 3200 22285] 22408 з 2694 145 зро] азай 1803 26335 40501 


REGION 2 3552416 1306572 2225844 | 2225067 2.034.979 — 71213 63313 | 1423400 4,000,646 _ 682.518 501.667 
Batanes 33548 — 1534/8 184170] 120360 nesa 1807 тв) 1353 530 35258 16729 
Cagayan 1280408 484378 747050 671067 501706 17181 azaj 5149 зт2в 212778 109 £08 
Isabela 12904:0 507510 782820| 816480 тою 38779 1339] 5820 эзы BAN 268210 
Nueva Vizcaya 430351 8350 30800] 33780 3720 10213 мрз этле ma — 992 46290 
Ойго 255559 97552 58906] 263300 2920 — 338 12580] 202571 [^T 5080 


REGION 3 9438229 2614882 6.823218 | 1479111 346075] 592722 267.601 | _ 3433322 4.958.107 _1,778.163 645.788 
Aurora 37542 ыж 1220852] 245505 229498 nom 2g3| 211403 129473 81530 34400 
Bataan 937485 213061 724421] 568866 во 171556 [NT ESI 2470 185428 126514 
Bulacan 2271908 52408 1598500 | 1251570 06729 жаю 75572) 102401 773 660069 149 26 
Nueva Ecija 1787347 82489 930458] 765048 6956756 22258 778]  &oger 3367 209869 85282 
Pampanga 637966 — 133805 554161] 717502 s9469 43088 à ®эз| Б27.361 34043 287438 092. 
Tarlac 2552273 48774 2054532| 553380 41501 2084 77a) 0525 25280 191509 78564 
Zambales Е 856109 31865 537415] 375389 33790 — 2405 sa| 293523 183894 — 102220 81866 


BEGION 4 1577422 _2,179,700 12.997422 | 7,590,696 541970. 1471.1 546.818) 6.194558. 3.110.353 2900907 1.396.137 
Batangas 1760541 — 316776 1443766 | 1025049 707937 256959 Завта| 1018470 458469 551727 5579 
Cavite 2481224 437745 1,325420 710501 338024 49205| — 93790 m BE 187517 
Laguna 2595565 280043 24 120,49 т557 430583 768 117.120] 1020587 496862 583763 279,462 
Marinduque 29000 85916 5 217471 1905058 4975 128| 197.153 мет 51271 20318 
Mindoro Occidental [EET 385 565 30259 — 1274 12234) — 353268 165905 165255 32302 
Mindoro Oriental 1842908 49802 4032! 20804 20453] 357805 200468 167237 78825 
Palawan 1503129 838096 755 B43 TEAM — 9746 525] 646827 33013 — 240460 noms 
Quezon 1728374 257445 14 1026232 751461 189702 73BA5| — 787206 419588 343485 258946 
Rizal 2874380 270292 100255 Бид 216542 2p) 613555 30322 294485 428970 
Romblon 4922 211581 25481 2099 аж 7ms| тыз 1737498 90175 7i (18797) 


БЕРЕКЕ] 


EELE 
Taonia 


Box 


REGIONS 4,9198 __907.258 3241340 | 210,541 24005431 — 79.10 304373| _ 2,198,703 4212734 __969.175 441.938 
Albay 1013953 — 192801 801152] 563073 481539 — 20531 53483] 421720 213994 199377 141363 
Camarines Norte 683904 132989 550995] 344232 X653 12851 х 8572] 297011 5 58 wo 142860 41221 
Camarines Sur 905408 111274 875,134] 668253 52540) 22508 18835] 551233 as 204521 117020 
Catanduanes 257835 79950 187885] 246,086 2470 4382 5®з| 2025 в & 1943 90772 - 5841 
Masbate 7:409 231248 479180] 431,887 алал вр? 90] 222216 199453 — 124,463 108971 
Sorsogon 486589 158995 327593] 387,101 завг? 1042 16519] 365578 195300 — 165792 2, 2152 


REGION 6.792.207 4676334 5115873 | 3232463 2350408 _192,727 213.078) _ 2,870,660 1406459 _1.447.665 352,003 
Aklan їз 131890 6283| 333355 2995 — 16049 naai] 308,197 188592 115457 з 
Antique 482746 120441 35605] 356708 awae 18132 [NE 2878 81217 35,182 
Capiz 68938 122858 855242] 508863 3708058 11772 77 108529] 407555 207 283 198318 101297 
Guimaras 205097 41285 253882] 177382 15501 689 ед eem 72218 79558 23054 

1768527 405784 1359743] 854320 595/57 110144 7 Зара) 7127% 27620 431350 141533 
279795; ss 195109 | 1002055 90555 29811 л 3922| 959255 423399 51725 32779 


2822369 1278359 7.311010 | 2.815.481 zastran i130 4m2300| 2200766 1094293 1134501 suns 
1003163 — 169923 — 933240| 602,133 550580 21219 16676) — 42378 260998 172011 159754 
55803220 704593 4796227 | 1398047 эззв — 99 329963] 1119360 428559 600808 278558 
Negros Oriental 18133168 343495 1269801] 683814 sen 21279 54774| 516,479 301599 214492 187335 
Siquyor 4028/0 59948 342722] 161.487 13548 1435 12282] 122518 8540 3720 ET 


REGIONS 2810984 — 715249 2075735 | 2468513 223194 _ 62.754 60,336] _ 2,177,750 1371992 __ 179.418 290763 
Biliran æ0258 67777 302481 |- 185863 16850) — 2480 11748] 122512 T5684 44535 53251 
Eastern Samar 172382 — 29882 2500| 357559 35185 — 3992 Е EE 21941 87396 50701 
Leyte 120809: 385798 903121] 757591 589952 41822 17285) 765,409 403177 325843 1402 
Northern Samar 4828 ви азарте] 393.909 371902 5324 Т эре) 349.419 250089 9530 - 44488 
Samar 238441 заз 139453| 450206 w233 372 звів] 373585 229894 143002 75721 
Southern Leyte жов 11895 150/02] 313206 25581 5389 DET 169586 8290) 54 399 


ЕЕЕ 


вебюна. 246,563 __836,771 1.909792 | 1,667.16 1315232 _ 19097 146.874 | 1295005 429475 _ 858.628 372,061 
‘Zamboanga Del Norte 1358858 — 308538 1030120] 740995 535754 — Зла? EINE ET 1956897 351989 191402 
‘Zamboanga Del Sur. 104969 — 455195 — 639774| 471853 мили — 10473 [NETS 104390 — 244402 116777 
Zamboanga Sibugay 282958 43038 2989| 454497 335295 5887 © 108,117 | 350515 128388 262198 63882 


Be 


REGION 10 3.355.230 — 651083 _2704,147 | 1581305 1448391 115337 T6841 | 1469099 769.629 _611л% 215.706 
Bukidnon 1465045 231170 1233876 | 765086 649951 4485 42471] ees 258133 — 436480 65449 
Camiguin 261358 1938 231997] 150524 Tapes 2890 sa| 125800 4 78 91481 33/51 24704 
Misamis Occidental тэд — 182388 430899] 324545 289198 6766 735] 3574 186453 117281 20:02 
Misamis Oriental 1005568 — 218183 607375| 444548 5749 61538 nyaj 39508 23553 83885 104 850 


REGION 11 3,550,173 — 912301 2538072 | 2483393 1805712 _ 21598 76.100 | 1811875 302861 — 912208 zman 
Compostela Valley 887335 242765 , 644569| 424,140 37020 19329 18864] 324103 135042 182687 100037 
Davao Del Norte аза — 19973 — 641321] 454,148 зэм 220 won| 19084 184455 248993 35063 
Davao Dal Sur 80148! 323264 468217 | 464472 4240 18343 : 1659 397785 194005 187.48 5867. 
Davao Oriental 356077 — 14423 241954| 406501 жоры 12790 аю) 308468 153123 237.133 8033 
Saranggani 58582 252100 Bat gto | 33473 supe 11295 Spz| 272439 1582398 116167 52294 


вонча 


REGION 12 4504205 1294131 2209413 | 1514540 1,709,566 _ 89452 тїз |. 1.551210 тап o 145231 363.730 
Lanao Del Note 1815159 — 5/6942 938217] 369142 з?э® рез 2507 284126 129162 129721 85016 
North Cotabato 1273830 290443 981287] 66138 SEED 24729 asaj 520421 24855 253383 141,197 
South Cotabato 985945 151981 813903| 457454 395448 ови 9xe| 311774 193401 — 143503 125690 
Sultan Kudarat mm 273385 айы] 41706 398531 11005 вл82] 405189 17630 218625 


[ETT 


REGION 13 609997 1701337 | 1215.312 1499492 — 39202 144,108 | _ 1.560.530 703.113 154,492 
‘Agusan Del Norte 55205 49259] 353907 29746 12488 78753| 300503 144623 69004 
Agusan Del Sur 287059 654.445] 582.354 aman — 11867 48581] 52544 251524 5909 
‘Surigao Del Norte moan 42950] 358009 3083 — 543 7 330128 121678 24 27879 
‘Surigao Del Sur r 1263298 198353] 405002 Звавзз 9424 404353 175263 689 


BIRD 
Basa 


[ ` 5 421574 1,966,956 1.914.124 — 2305 1116579 4.016774 192 250377 
Basilan 205876 254500 2043 эм 216296 79204 48204 
Lanao Del Sur 42172 ба "P «ара 272410 vest 
Maguindanao 12759) 506,141 504270 28527 1871 


Sulu 17453 3424 287833 186.930 25382 
Taw-Tawi 29244 276278 - 249,167 179502 2710 
GRAND TOTAL 03 31212521 31422 615 


БАЕ E: 
звание 


Difference between totals and sum of components is due to rounding off 
+ 1- Regional Ranking 
2 - Nationwide Ranking 
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‘TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


OTHER CAR BRANDS 


BIG SALEN! 
PAJERO 25 Php 360000, 
TERRANO 27 25000 
NISSAN Van 220000 
Ete 

FULLY. FURNISHED UNIS 

"аа CONDITIONED UNITS 0 

нооен COST. 

PERFECT LOGISTICS PHILS NC. 
Кт 40 Sumulong Hiway 
Mambugan, Antipolo City 

2501370 6622888 166 
Trooper Terrano Town! Ace 
salari река Estima ote 
Lo 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT 


‘Benz Jaguar Lincoln 6525822 
Canons Соадевив 422496 


CARSVANSBRDAL 8969958 


RENT A CAR 
E 


REVO vios s ALTIS * STAREX 
CRLA -CRV ҮНҮ; 


188 Fast Cor Lom STIS 
1.5% CARLOAN 373-6519 
155 CARLOAN 509-8254 
18s Easy Caron 7155055 
1.5% Fast Car Loan 80140 
18h waking сиви 
азчивлая Car 70208182 
‘1. woTking Car тиим 
ана Fst Car Lean 7125202 
‘al Taking Car 7252780 
2a wio aking ew 78008 
тентом сиг т?! 
2a wioTaking Car 88663000 
2a wloTaking Car 850454 
тента си тиз 
ae ng car RES 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


CAPPRUO PLANS GE 7800106 


YAMAHA GRAND & UPRIGHT 
ELITE PIANO CENTER 
‘Almost Now: TERIIS T2320 


Dog Trainer 0919-2050952 
DOG TRANER 0919-3419012 


PHILIPPINE 008 SCHOOL 
Trains ой leash & even by 
Signal опу, Sale: Ger. Step. 
Tel. тый 1 09170488908 


ез MES mos 8180234 


BUY +SELL® PAWN 


SWISS WATCHES 


AGENCIA имотът. 
эконо avata COMERS 
OPEN MONDAY TO SHTURDAY 
"PROFESSIONAL 5 CREDIBLE 
LOW P TEREST 


BUY + SELL + PAWN 


ROLEX+OTHERS 
DIAMONDSIJEWELRY 
‘apa Pals Any wich 
MANILA WATCH EXCHANGE 
[1 
иш мыт, съв тыш! 


WE BUY AT HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
КИНДИК 


BUYING ROLEX 

(ive WATCHES BEST PACE 

091-812309 -7269687 
1220433 + 4123543 


Clothes PIBT 634-9500 


PUBLIC 
NOTICES 


A tns of Entrepreneurs ай be 
Ying Вопо Свродмакан в 
pr 
Физ прамо Бате н Є 
[I to Reserve 


Aforésbe Ше Pension Educ. 
Pian Invstmnt 05208080788, 


m—| 
шаш! Ate 


"ву ransCo 


EARN PIOT иде. HOW? 
‘hare d amer 0921-5914739 


DRIVER -STAY IN 
10 Y Dx. Расе Barangay 
беке TAGS, TAS 


Immediate Hiring | 
COMPUTER TECHNICIAN 
Unt 28 AS. De Leon Вер. 
5006 Р. Burgos, Makati Ave. 
857-2187 1687-4580 


коң Gnd, Assign in Pasig а 
Maypajo Caloccan MHF МОЛИ 


эзишти assistant 
ies и apana Ван 
Tts чеда ade ae DR 
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TELEMARKETERS 7180738 


55 TRAVEL а помет ss взт 


ВЗРеВЗКОРТАМТ 
Amy Aiad Health Grads 
up to PAST/ Mo! 8922818 


CAREGIVER Т-5280747 


Const, Fim Architect and см. 
Engr Liens Esp. Ole Clerk 
Ma Ма Luxury Peart Die 
Оз Си Peg CN 


EARN HIGHEST POSSHLE соц. 
MSSON ON EDU 1 PEN PLANS 
‘CALL PRYCE PLANS CALL CEN- 
тей: MLA тави / $802 COO 
шг UPA (и тане 
севу 22 25654 BACOLOD 
(34 sta ве 11 DAVAO B2) 
ust ic Эш 


Got a Phono? Eam up to 
ғз000то, Flexble Hrs 
мана Opp. 8927628 


Immediate Hiring: Contact 
"Joyes + 0817.8353019 


“POEA | 
7 24-HR 

HOTLINES 
722-1144 | 
722-1155 | 


National Transmission Corporation 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО BID 


Contact Name 


Омо. Soptembor 3, 2004 


Contract No. Брод 0958 Vss-0025 


Supply and Delivery of 150 MVA, 230/138 ку Power 


Translormor and Accestoris tor Ormoc Substation 
“The coniract to bo pevlormed by ino successi bie shat conset o supply and 


every of TSOMVA 230/138KV Power Transiormar and Accossonos o be богото 
in Оте Substation 

i Tho Approved Budge lor iho Contacto bo Ы rom па normal Cash Ganaraton 
i Transco s P 79.024.491.00 
‘Applicaton for Egy s ороп to Flgico and Foalgn manulacturers,supplars 
Земан. dtrbolc/s who have по logal, echncal and салса requistas o 
amaci io bo id 
Foreign bidars who wish to partepa in ho procuroman ot goods must prova tnat 
{hot specia countries of ongin gran reciproca nights t Farina chzone win. 
Tespocito procuromont о gocce by ls govormmont п comptanco win АА Na. 5183. 

5, Appicaton lor Ehgbty sha bo ovaluaied using "PASS/PAIL сока and oniy 


Еве Baars shan ba ncludad by TransCo n iro a 


Abbas avai to or оног 


{ante Approved Bugar or по Contacto be Bi sai е ovalateg based on ho 
Tasponsonass o! he suppaor’s for othe contact undar ding зов 19 Post 
алыса bolo an era's mado. Ва Расов лотва поле Pan ne Approved 
бодоно 1na Contract to bo Bid sh oo арса and returned сесии 
ty & Bid Documents wi be ауана lor вгмисвол Septambor $2004. ine 
бз and Contact Managemont Deparment. Ground Foo. Рона Соп. Quazon 
Avoruo comar BIA Rond, Daman, Quazan Слу 1104. Telata No. S21 23.9 upon 
Prosontaen ot orior a mart and a paymant ot non lunae foe c P10.000 б. 
Овако lor submission o! duy accompiihod Appicaton for Ево Forms. 
Salomants and Ва Proposals (Technical and Pio] shal oe ол October 18, 2004. 
TSOP М. апе Do La Paz Functon Room. Training Сопот Pow Centor, Quezon 
‘Avenue corer BIA Road Transco, Daman, Guazen Cty, Mato Manto. 

Pro-Bid Conlorenco shali bo on September 29, 2004 at Ia imo and vonuo fo be 

amouncad ater. 

l Manulactures,supplarstoalrs stbutors not yolineudad in mo TransCo's List 
Sl ogsteac SupptorsContracce, иго wish ораперан 1n 1a publ bidding, и 
г 1o facito уюму chocdserooring aro requostod о гөрн! mn ine 
"apstabon оса monhonad above by suming ha lleve base requreronts 
{hay пашаа which noua bo тантал curon and dated at wast Олсо а yoar 
Attnicata о Regeraton vi ро sued 'osuppraricontncios upon approval 
*  Daparrmont ol Trado & industry (OTI business пато regeiraton or Засилвов 

and Exenange Commassion (SEC) rogsiraton cocato, as appreprate, 
Mayor's pora andor тичора teansa г ia curte year. 

Coy of Taxpayars tdontication Number (TIN issued by BIR or Copy of BIR 
registration owing ТЇН. 

NNotanzoastatomart ol he prospective ао inat is not "aciei or bared 
from кп by any vormmont agency olice or corparaten. 

‘Audi inanci stamonts,stumpac "cod by ло BIR ox is duy савана 
and authorzod inshtulons, far the inmocately procoding caloncar yoar 
tnoun. among ото. 1e prospactwo базага lit and carent азо and 
lapis ine ot como Tax Rot and Recpt 

For lorem doer, ha requrad documants opptcatia 1o onis doing business in 

{ha Priipanes лай Бе гизвимав y зо apprepeate oquvalont доскага esued 

y eror bidaors country, ven documents лай be Gly acknowledged andor 

ananteatod by tho Peppino Consurata потоа. 

Nola . Prospoctvo bors aro alowed io submit ino above roquarements рейс 
чип tnor Екуоану Forme and Documonts dunng the daadina for ma 
Eubmigsion of Ekgbaty roquromonta and Ва proposals (Techical and 
Pres] 

Transco rasarvos tha right to rct any appbeston tor Egy or aids winout 

Оол any reason, паноа апу req tray ron, and ima an amara 

"o bor това proposait most sovartanoous о по govarrmart 

Tho Contraci a ba bd лай o governed by tn Provisions of FLA. 184 and le 

Inplomanting Puls 6 Regulators 

уг. Adena nlrmaton shall bo furnished upon request. АЙ communications shoul 
бо ngerosead с по undergrad at па loremontoned або. 


(Sud) DOUINADOR S. GEONZON 
ranman 


(P01 September & 13.2004) DNI DERE 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


_ CLASSIFIEDS 


CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
|? Constitution Hills, Diliman, Quezon City 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


for The Civil Service Commission 
Personnel Information Database System 


1. Tho Civil Service Commission has received funds from the E-Govom- 
ment Fund and invites Eligible Bidders for the development, installa- 
tion and maintenance of the Civil Service Personnel Information 
Database System and provision for the technical training support 
wi an approved budget for the contract of approximately PHP7OM, 
Inclusive of VAT, and all applicable taxes and duties. 

2. The project, estimated to be completed over a period of 12 months, wil 
include the ) Development and instalation ot the Civi Service Commis- 
sion Personnel Information Database System (PIDS). including the de- 
livery and instalation of the necessary computer software, hardware. 
and accessories, wide area and local area network facities, and provi- 
Sion for warranty, maintenance services and support for threo (3) years, 
10 Capture of personnel data of an estimated 1.5 milion government 
‘chil servants, li) Provision for Systems Administration and User Train- 
ing and various technical taining on topics ranging from IT project man- 
agement. database administration, systems analysis and design, Java 
‘programming and related topics. 

3. Procurement and selection of Consultants shall be conducted using the 
IMPLEMENTING RULES AND REGULATIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT 
NO. 9184, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE GOVERNMENT PROCURE- 
MENT REFORM ACT and is open to all ейде bidders as defined in 
the Act 

4. Муос are interested in being considered аз eligible bidder, you should 
Submit o us your Letter of intent (LOI) together with your application for 
eligbilty at the address indicated below no later than October 4, 2004, 
500 PM. A guide to the preparation of documents fr eligibity is avail- 
аве upon request at the e-mall address also indicated below. 

5. Bidders who pass the eligibility requirements shall be subject to short 
listing and only those short listed may participate in the actual bid- 
ding: They shall be notfied accordingly. 

6, The short listed bidders may then secure the Bidding Documents at the 
address below staring October 5, 2004 from 8:00 AM to 5:00 РМ upon 
Submission of a wniten application and payment of a non-refundable 
fee of PHP 20,000.00. 

7. The shor isted bidders shall be invited to attend the Pre-Bid Confer. 
елсе on October 25, 2004 at 10:00AM al the Function Room A, 2% 
Fioor ofthe Civil Service Commission Office, Constitution Hils, Ойтал, 
Quezon Сау. 


B. AR queries on the bidding documents shal be made in writing and sent 
(о the address below no later than October 27, 2004. 

9. Al bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security payable to the Civil 
Service Commission subject to Sections 27 and 28 of the IRR of RA 
9184. 

10. Deadline forthe submission of bids is on Novembor 5, 2004 at 5:00 PM 
al the address below. Bids received after the scheduled time wil nol be 
acceptedientertained and will be returned unopened. 

fl. Opening of technical proposals is on November 8, 2004 at 10:00 AM at 
the Function oom A. 2" Floor of the Civil Service Commission Ofice, 
‘Constitution Hils. Dilman. Quezon Сау. while opening о! financial pro- 
posais is on November 29, 2004 at 10:00 AM in the same address. 
‘Technical proposals shall be evaluated using the Quality Cost Based 
system 

12. The address for submissions of LOI and Application for Eligibility. Bids 
(Technical and Financial Proposals) and queries on the bidding docu- 
ments в: 


Assistant Commissioner Elmer R. Bartolata 


Constitution Hills, Diliman, Quezon City. Philippines 
Telephone: (063) 9317931; Fax: (063) 9317931 
Е-таё erbarioala @csc.gov.nh: Copy to: shallaine @esc.govph, 
‘balboa Gcsc дори: Subject CSC-PIDS 

13. The Cil Service Commission reserves the right to waive any formality 
Inthe responses to the elgibity requirements and to this invitation. The 
Civi Service Commission further reserves the right o reject any or all 
bids, or dectare a falue of bidding. and to award the contract ю the 
bidder whose bid is most advantageous to the government. 


(80) Assistant Commissioner ELMER R. BARTOLATA 
‘Chairman, Specal Bids and Awards Commitee 
LE 0022 04 
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NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Region Office 10 
Baloy, Cagayan de Oro City 


® 


NOTICE OF AUCTION OF RAW SUGAR “В” STOCKS 
The авола Feed Autonty, Regonsi Otice 10. Gay. Cagayan de Oro Cay mtes al 
‘arated censes cop vadens, bout uses and nt алайа boars 19 олсо and 
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= Breakers; VYNCKIER Control Boxes; Direct Burial Low Voltage Wires; 


Thailand Campus 


Learn from the world’s foremost authority in gemology 


70+ year history of excellence in education 
over 300,000 students worldwide 


Gain professionalism with gems 
From the world's foremost authority 


Colored Stones Diploma Program 
Starts November 15, 2004 


.  GlAThailand Campus 


Bisco Tower-12* Fir., 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangrak, Bangkok Thailand 


Tel: (662) 237-9575 / 77 
giathai@ksc.th.com 


Fax: (662) 236-9829 
www.giathailand.com 


ELECTRICAL; HAND/POWER TOOLS; 
OFFICE FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT; MISC. 


ОМ: Thursday 16% September 2004 - 10:30 AM. Sharp 


ELECTRICAL - CUTTLER HAMMER, WESTINGHOUSE, G.E., Circuit| 


Outdoor Electric Cords: Lamp Fixtures, ек. 
HAND/POWER TOOLS - MAKITA Grinder/Dril Sets: Routers 
MAKITA Planers; Threader Sets: Socket Wrench Sers: Box Wrench Sets 
‘Adjustable Wrenches: Vice Grips: Hand Riveters Tin Snips: Glass 
Carters: Rakes: Spatuas; Shovels, etc 
OFFICE FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT - Wooden Office Tables: 
Swnvel Chars: CPU; Monitors; Keyboards: Printers: KODAK, ELMO 
Projectors: Electric Typewriters: Paper Shredders; Mobile Pedestal 
Drawers: Steel Filing Cabinets: Wooden Cabinets; Vertical Binds 
MISCELLANEOUS - NIAGARA Dust Collectors: HERDING Air 
Fiterng System: Splt/Window Type Arcondrtoners: Refngerators: 
Washing Machines: Slack блр Rods: Thple Beam Weigh Scale 
nry Butcher Auction Center - co Ніоп Compound - 
Bo. Mayapa, Canlubang, Laguna 
Viewing Date: Wed. Sth September 2004 9AM-SPM & morning of sale day 
Refundable Deposit: Php10,000 (upon registration) 


GREEN. 


Camp JOHN Hay >: 
GOLF CLUB 


NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT 
OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


Dear CAMP JOHN HAY GOLF CLUB 
MEMBERS: 

Please be advised that the Annual 
Membership Meeting of Camp John Hay Golf 
Club, Inc.'scheduled on 17 September 2004 
has been postponed to such a date to be 
announced by the Board later as the Club 
wants to include: іп the agenda items 
necessary for compliance with Code of Good 
Corporate Governance. 


Makati City, Metro Manila, September 2, 


Corpofate Secretai 


2004 


City of Bolig 
Loan Agreement ZPH-P200 
Soptembor 3,2004 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2004 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING | 


Main оп: PASONG TA 
Erud 
mana 


TOOTH IMPLANT а 
BLEACHING CLINIC sms? 
тти, GENUSS 0. Ami 


‘PHYSICIAN/SURGEON 


RAPID Tx VD-STD. 

Ex SWEAT PIMPLES KELOID 

ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
18 Annapolis Greenhills 
CHI 7276124. 25 Sam-Tpm 


VDSTD Skin Clinic Rapid 
T Comp Lb Ta. 87. 
месо 178 P, Tamo Malt 


CONSULTING SERVICES 


Migration Australia 
ELPIDIO JNR. BAUTISTA 
Registered Migration Agent 
MARA 0002606 
Free Consultation: 
Working Visa, Family Visa 
emalt: epiio}tpg.com aa 
"Australia ТейРах 
(512) 9723537 
Phil-TelFax 
(632 s150180 


FREE HEALTHY EXERCISES 4 
мновоог (051673928390 


02:3233269 Best Boys 
‘ADAM'S APPLE 3605724 


ASK JOHN MALE MASSEURS 
(092194115930 


GNOONG Qc 410-1259 
WSOME ATHLETES. 8227281 
MSc S LAND JAKE 


шнш & Retr Massage We Also 
Home Services 900-0305 


THAI моде Ше 087127588278 

RERENOLOBY Y 
FEELS GOOD «127158, 
SPA Cland з wit 8160151 


Ward Massage 210187. 
‘TUTORIAL LESSONS 
“ADEPT TUTORS зает 
MISCELLANEOUS 


LOGO DESIGN 723-4012 JEN 


HOUSEHOLD 108$ 


"RIT MATS VAYA coox таны 
ATA MAIDS ВИНО 4396820, 
EZHOME AGENCY азкиз 
Good мша Yaya Boy мє? 
ood maid yaya cook 771168 
ood Mad Yaya Boy шз 


0000 MADS YAYA BOY DRIVER 
MOWIE T9300 | 7284003 


(вр Ager] тит. ева 
MAID BOY YAYA 7830738 
MAD DRIVER BOY 4107388 
NEED MADS 783-4513 
QUALITY Manos 421-828 
ANGEL MAIDS 4213253 
BEST MAIDS 8250754 
Trusted Mais на 92460 


TRUSTWORTHY, MASPAG MAD, 
VAYA 1252945 + 7250090 


ШРАТ BAHAY, 
00 UPAT тесни 
 LBAMAY 9206784 4540520, 
CHEAP LOAMAY S260424- 
Lemay итинин 
UPAT BAHAY Td. 62002 


PYZO0/TRIP 742-14-57 


REAL ESTATE 


c 


T Live by the Bay! 


ё 


BAYVIEW 


папочна 


p 
carrar MAI Ra. 
Passage Слу 


* Brand new units now ready for occupancy! 
* 1 Bedrobm urit with Т8 
70.50 sq.m. including 1 parking slot 
* 20% downpayment with a monthly 
amortization as low as P25,888 per month 
* SER, «ВА Penthouse units from 
44750 sqm. & up 
* Clubhouse, gym, playroom 
* Swimming pool with Jacuzzi 
* Maids room w! T&B. 
* Laundry / Service area. 


OUR MODEL 
UNITS 


Open daily 
8am.-7pm 


OMNLORIENT MARKETING NETWORK, INC. 
Дили Fate oe 


855-8118 855-8239 
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P4,100/mo* 


* Pag-IBIG Housing Loan 


Properties for Sale 
CALL: 814-8335 or 814-9303 
(look for Ms. Lapid or Ms. Marquez) 
House and Lot 


To с) Condominium Unt (Resident) 


us. PANES Pane, 112 Panay Avene Sec Tanga 


Doe) Condominium Unt (бид type) 


INVESTOR WANTS TO BUY 


PRIME MAKATI RESIDENTIAL 


FORBES, DASMARINAS 
URDANETA 
MINIMUM 1,000 SQ.METERS 
NO BROKERS, NO COMMISSION, 
DIRECT SALE ONLY 
CONTACT: ATTY. LAWRENCE TANLU 
G/F ORTIGAS BLDG., 
ORTIGAS AVE., PASIG CITY 
TEL. NO. 631-2727 


NAME 
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LASSIFIEDS 
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t Reaching Classifieds 


REAL ESTATE 


RATE 
P245 per column centimeter 
tees casio Акту 


DEADLINE 

ns / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 
12:00 noon 

Day before publication 


for reservations / cancell 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


PUBLIC AUCTION 


Quality Assets 


Guaranteed Financing 
Te m iom ө, 996 FIXED. 
Adgitional 8% Discount 

ананды. 


Flexible Downpayment 


ЕВ HABENT EI Pes Sey Be Cem ih he it 


SHOW MONEY. PrP 25,000 CARH or VC 


тз Lor ony 
а мез Sem 
аА B1, By Ara Pabe 
[Sera ме. umo Ат ий R4. 
ста 

[улыл вари 1175009000 


en baee 25881 00000. 


CBRE 


CB RICHARD ELLIS! 


PLEASE CONFIRM ATTENDANCE 


MALABON 


мн. del Pilar near corner Gov. Pascual Avenues 
Along side St. Francis Market 
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IBB 

Marketing Assistant, Philippines 
The International Broadcasting Bureau (IBB), 
a part of the United States Government, is 
looking for a Marketing Assistant in Manila to 
perform a wide variety of routine marketing 
related activities. The IBB includes the Voice 
оГ America radio and television service, one of 
the largest newsgathering organizations in the 
world and a leader in providing news and 
entertainment programs around the globe. 


Applicant MUST have an in-depth knowledge 
of the media environment in the Philippines; 3 
years experience working for a broadcast. 
station; excellent interpersonal and negotiation 
skills; be able to travel occasionally; be fluent 
in spoken and written English; be able to work 
independently with little supervision. 
Applicant must be mature, resourceful, have 
initiative, etc. 


Responsibilities: Assist Regional Marketing 
Director (RMO) in Bangkok; Maintain close 
contacts with regional/U.S. IBB offices; 
Update IBB affiliate database; Monitor and 
research media developments in the 
Philippines; monitor УОА broadcast on 
various stations in the Philippines; arrange for 
equipment installation; write weekly reports; 
negotiate rebroadcast agreements & perform 
other duties as assigned. 


Fax your detailed resumé and letter to Joyce 
Ngoh at 66-2-205-5707, send by email to 
jmngob Gibb-bkk.org or mail it to 78B, The 
Millennia Bldg., Rm 1501, 62 Langsuan Rd., 
Bangkok 10330, Thailand. Applications must 
be received by close of business on September 


DO YOU DESIRE TO MAKE 
A CONSISTENT INCOME 
OF ABOVE U$3,000/month 


Hf you have the basic education, 
some working or business experienc 
then come and attend our 
free orientation program 
‘on Tuesday or Thursday 
at 4:00pm 


to reserve your seat 
This can be the turning point 
of your life. 


[WANTED SUPPLIER 
For Ladies and Children’s Sleep 


Wear and Subcon also 
Call: 5241363 * 5243423 * | 
0917 8379874 (8:00 ат to 6:00 pm) 


CALL CBRE FOR MORE INFORMATION: (02) 759.2334 or 752.2580 
AUCTION Or EXT US AND WE WAL CALL YOU 
ORG 982404205, JANE: 09205774824 
MANAGER EARLY: 0918-930-6721 DENNIS 0921-713-8545. 


ALL PROPERTIES FOR SALE ARE ON AN "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS 
PROPERTIES AND PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGES WITHOUT PRIOR КОПКЕ 
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NOTICE 


This is to advise our valued affiliate 
‘cooperatives, partner government agencies, non- 
Sovemment organizations and other cients that 
MR. GALANDI BUSILEY LALWET whose picture 
appear herein is no longer connected with the 
Norther Luzon Federation of Cooperatives and 
Development Center (NORLU CEDEC) since 
May 28, 2004. 
Any transaction entered into by MR. GALANDI 
‘nthe name of NORLU СЕРЕС wil not bo honored. 
ө advised accordingly. 
NORLU СЕРЕС MANAGEMENT 


HEROES HILLS 19T25qm Ме. 
3 Тие Development 
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On the Ist Death Anniversary 
of Our Beloved 


PURITA B. LAGARDE 


September 13, 2003 
We would like to thank 
all of you who have mourned with us 
in time of our bereavement. 


Holy Mass will be offered at 8 PM 


Whoever 
finds. 
his life 


of Santa, Ilocos Sur & Alabang, Muntinlupa City 
November 3, 1920 — September 9, 2004 


Loving husband, Manuel: devoted children Nandy & 
Agnes Hilao, Hilda & Fred Vistal, Vangie & Elmer 
Carlos, Gerry & Evelyn Quiocho, Eva-Rose & Rome 
Austrial, Boyet & Amy Acuna; adoring grandchildren 
Brian, Carmela, Geevee, Vince, Erica, Daryl, Aldean, 
Jamille, Уупее, Dave & Kyle; relatives and friends request 
the pious reader to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Agoncillo Chapel, La 
Funeraria Paz-Sucat (inside Manila Memorial Park) 
Рагайадие City. 


Interment will be on Wednesday, September 15, 2004 at 
Manila Memorial Park, Parafiaque City after the 10:00 a.m. 


Matthew fo: 39 


Mass & Last Rites. 
ao An obituary with a picture can be a fitting 
tribute to your departed loved one. 


Always caring... 
INQUIRER 
OBITUARIES 


We accept credit cards 
and bank-to-bank payments 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: Ө Copy of Death Cerificate Ө Any identification document (LD.) 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT * MESSAGE OF THANKS 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY * REQUIEMS 


Mortuary 
Viewing Chapels 
Crematory 


я A 
Anita Pablo Montermoso | 


(Wife of the late Juan C. Montermoso) 


Died peacefully in the Grace of Our Lord 
at the age of 85. 


Her bereaved son Juan Pablo Montermoso and 
his wife Susana Ramos; grandson Juan Antonio and 
his wife Hien Tran; granddaughter Kara Noelle and 
other relatives request your prayers for the eternal 
repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Capilla dela Virgen, 
Santuario de San Antonio Parish, Forbes Park, Makati. 


Interment will take place at Santuario de San 
Antonio on Wednesday, September 15, 2004. Time will 
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be announced later. 


In Loving Memory 


On the Third Death Anniversary of 


Ма, Teresa (Bobbi) Espino Blankenhorn 


June 8, 1951 – September 13, 2001 


Her husband Ron; daughter Rhoni; parents Gen. (1) and Mrs. Romeo C. Espino; 
brothers and sisters Leslie and Diana, Ralph and Cristina, Ricardo and Maribelle, Helene 
and Tito; nieces Monica and husband Michael, Adelaide, Nikki and husband Giancarlo; 
nephews Richard, Paolo and Julian request relatives, friends and the pious reader to pray for 
the eternal repose of her soul. 


The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for her today, September 13, 2004 at: 


St. Denis Parish, Menlo Park, California 

Mary the Queen Parish, Greenhills, San Ju: 

St. Alphonsus Mary de Liguori Parish, Magallanes Village, Makati 
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, Poblacion, Makati 

St. James the Great Parish, Ayala Alabang, Mui 
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HOT SPRING LOTS 


NAIA Ne Caltex 224 1700m 
Эзу Big 0817800413 


ЗВ 278 Garage Phone 
168 G Aavan St, Manda. 
Pratima. Tel 11-7118 
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В, Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
ZN rovincial Agrarian Reform Office. 
1. Rosales Ave., Butuan Cily 
INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The DAR Agusan Del Norte is inviting all 
Survey Contractors to apply or eligibility and 
to bid for subdivision survey of collective 
Certificate of Land Ownership Awards 
(CLOA's) located at Maguinda, Butuan City 
with an area of 495 has. more or less. 


A pre bid conference will be held on 
September 22, 2004 at the address 
mentioned above at 10:00 A.M. Deadline for 
submission of eligibility documents wil be on 
September 24, 2004. 


(Sod) ATTY. NOWEH MECA E. PACAMALAN 
BAC Chairperson. 


Noted: 
(504) ANDRE B. ATEGA 
OIC-PARO It 


Sentra Sy Un 
POST AT байат TANITA 


эв QU CROLA Pigs мим 


ILOILO WELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, NC. 
ТОТАМ, ILOILO 
Ж 529-8668 529 80635298084. 
E«malilleco2 G'-lolo.com ph. 
September 9, 2004 


INVITANIONTOBID 


2) Bidding of Computers 
3) Bidding of Electrical Material 


a. Pole Lines Hardwares 
b. Conductors 
с, Stool А Concrete Poles (Various Sizes) 
d. Distribution Transformer (Various KVA) 
interested bidders can pick-up bidding documents 
or inspect the units for disposal at ILECO 1 Main Ofico. 
Far ttar Hora рова crt MSD ой 
ите. Nos. 529-80-69 or 529-86-68. 


(Бра) RAMON P. APURA, SR. 
"General Manager yus 


За Corola ОШ SPCL ED зи СМА XE Pwr Slew 
їн Owner 00208428990 RENE Я 
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Textus your feedback: inquirer it name/citylmessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Hacker finds open Wi-Fi networks in Manila 


By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva 
Contributor 


RIVING through the central 
D business district of Makati 
all the way to Malate in 
Manila, a German whitehat hacker 
discovered that only 15 of the 66 
wireless access points or wireless 


local area networks located in 


these two areas were “encrypted.” 
“The encryption levels of these access 
points were not even secure,” said the Ger- 


man whitehat hacker known as Van Hauser. 

Van Hauser was in Manila as one of the ex- 
perts invited to the third annual Philippine In- 
formation Technology Security Conference. 

Showing the lack of security in the wireless 
local area networks (WLAN) of corporate 
firms in the Philippines, Van Hauser disclosed 
that the “wardriving” he conducted from 
Makati to Malate easily identified WLANs that 
мее open to anyone armed with a laptop and 
software who wanted to detect wireless-fi- 
delity (Wi-Fi) hotspots. 

Wardriving is the process of scanning for 
wireless access points while driving by certain 
areas known to have such WLANs, said Van 
Hauser. 

Van Hauser said malicious hackers can use 
open WLANs to launch attacks, But in cases 
where open WLANs are connected to other 
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networks, hackers would likely access these 
networks and do more damage. 

“If itis connected to other networks, then it 
becomes more interesting for hackers,” said 
Van Hauser. 

Tn his wardriving exercise, Van Hauser was 
able to detect the “open” WLANs of promi- 
nent firms located in Makati. He, however, 
declined to name these companies. 

“Wardriving is not hacking. I was just scan- 
ning for access points in a certain area,” he 
stressed 

Wardriving, however, is now being used by 
malicious hackers to locate public access 
points to launch attacks. 

Van Hauser, 29, has been doing ethical 
hacking for various high-profile companies in 
Germany. He also works part time for Suse 
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ExpressRocolvablos. 


So easy on the pocket. So easy to install and operate! орау 


P15,000* 


price for stand alone: 
ORDER NOW! 
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Baga Стр. hy иву (47 MODO: Santol PG Word ПИЛ 2372070; Olongapo Cy 598 1 
ит) 2240s San Patta Cay PE напавер (01073821920; MSC Duta Exchange Co 049) ТЫ 
Sets Locana Cay ОМЕТ Corporation (042) 3735650, Batangas Cay Be 

Suppen (04373001642. Впала Computer Center (043) 3001725 
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When уоште hooked on 
Addict Mobile, you're sure to 
be in on the word. That is, 
what's hot, what's not, and the 
latest buzz words that ring in 
our ears. You hear new ones 
almost everyday; you almost 
feel sorry for dictionary 
publishers. But it's ай good. As 

* you know, Addict Mobile is 
where it's at. You'll find the 
hippest content any wireless 
carrier tan provide, even the 
latest buzz word. Like ‘blog’ 

{ Апа what it can do for you. 

What is ‘blog? For all you 

ij techies out there, you guys 

j already know that ‘blog’ is 
essentially an MMS and GPRS 

| community-based application 

| that allows -Addict Mobile 
subscribers to share pictures 
and other advanced mobile 
content from their phone. Just 
like you do on your PC through 
‘the Internet. 

Now for the non-techies, 
let me tell you what this 
means. ‘Blog’ is short for ‘web 
log’—or an on-line collection 
of photos or journals made 
accessible via the Internet. и 
the on-line’ journal service 
thats taking the world by 
storm. Ask Borgy or Vivien 
about it. Bianca too. We all love 
Tt! So here's the word on*blog: 
Addict Mobile blog gives 
‘Addict Mobile subscribers the 

Bq freedoin to express their views, 
craft their voice, exhibit images 
and reach out to other Blog 
users worldwide. 15 that 
powerfull That's what Addict 


Mobile's "CustomySIM" is all 

about—personalizing your 

Addict Mobile phone to reflect j 

lifestyle that 1 1 = 


шц 


your unique 
makes you stand out and 
express your individuality. 
Borgy's friends in Manila got to 
check out his trip up Mount 
Fuji through Addict Mobile* 
Blog. And when some of my 
party pals can't make it out for 
some reason, they too can 
catch up with my latest party 
pics and antics directly from 
their Addict Mobile phones, 
complete with my wacky 
captions for them to read! 

Joining this virtual 
community is so easy. То 
automatically sign-up and $ 
create your first Addict ~ 
Mobile blog, all you have to. 2: 
do is send MMS to 3391. The 
MMS that you choose to post 
will become your first blog 
entry.To post more entries to 
the same blog, simply send 
subsequent MMS to 3391 
You can create up to five 
Addict Mobile blogs this 
way, by sending MMS 
to 3391, 3392, 3393, 
3394 or 3395. 

So that’s the buzz \/4 
оп blog, Take it from 
the. YAParazzi! Get \ 
hooked on` Addict 
Mobile Blog and you'll 
be buzzing with sheer 
excitement. Стоп guys, 
sign up now! 
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Your potential, Our passion." 


Live Technology. 


Step right up and enter the CYBERZONE. 
We have everything —— from computers, 
cellphones, and other multimedia units, 
addict Visitusat 

SM City North EDSA & SM Megamall, Ortigas. 
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reward you with instant prizes, youl ако have the chance to win (42 inch) 106 ва cm Samsung 
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vor visit your local DHL Service Centre and you could be winning 
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WILL IT GO THE WAY OF THE TITANIC 


Leaks in 


By Dennis M. Arroyo 
Contributor 


TO UNDERSTAND the fiscal crisis 
the Philippines as a ship, which has sprung a 
great many fund leaks. If these arent 
patched soon, the vessel may go the way of 
the Titanic. 

Here's a review, based largely on the hot 
paper by the economists from the University 
ofthe Philippines. 


State corporations 

One major leak comes from government- 
owned and controlled corporations (GOCCs). 

"These state firms are in trouble because 
they did not set their prices at realistic levels. 
‘They were charging too little for power rates, 
light rail fares and highway tolls. 

So the government steps in and pays for 
their liabilities—a huge sum equivalent to 3 
percent of the gross domestic product. 

Fortunately, the state is taking action on 
this. 

The government now plans to scrap the 
sovereign guarantees on СОСС papers. Rep. 
Joey Salceda is filing a bill to require Congress 
scrutiny of GOCC budgets. Meralco has also 
started to hike its rates. 


Investor perks 

‘Another gaping leak comes from the perks 
given to investors. 

In 2003, the government lost P229.4 bil- 
lion in potential revenue due to these tax and 
duty exemptions. The lost revenue was 
greater than the deficit of P199.9 billion. 

‘The state must rationalize the tax incen- 
tives, There are 124 laws granting the invest- 
ment perks. They should be consolidated into 
one law for new investors. 

But do not take back those already granted 
to previous investors. 

Much has been written about the leaks due 
to pork barrel. 

Suffice it to say that senators and represen- 
tatives have agreed to large cuts in their pork. 


‘Sin’ products 

Specific taxes on "sin products" (tobacco 
and alcohol) have not been adjusted for infla- 
tion since 1997. 

‘Congress must pass the long-pending bill to 
make the adjustment and to index it automat- 
ically го inflation. 

Further, higher-priced cigarettes are some- 
times packaged as lower-priced so as to be 
slapped lower taxes. The authorities must 
check the under-declaration of cigarette vol- 
umes. 

Use "fuson" stamps on cigarettes, which 
check on price and volume. 


Cars and fuel 

Specific taxes on petroleum have not been 
adjusted for inflation since 1997. An addi- 
tional P2 excise tax on petroleum would rem- 
edy this. 

However, the UP economists say that this 
should be done in the future when world oil 
prices are no longer abnormally high. 

The new tax should not be imposed on 
petroleum used for power generation. The tax 
should replace the not-yetimplemented ex- 
ecutive order that hikes tariffs on oil imports 
by2 percent. 

Taxes on motor vehicles were cut due to in- 
dustry lobbying, so huge revenues were lost. 
In the past, the government was willing to tax 
cars 15 percent and to tax luxury large-dis- 
placement vehicles 50 to 100 percent. The 
minimum tax on new vehicles was cut down 
toonly 2 percent. It should be hiked to 10 per- 
cent. 


Self-employed professionals 

‘Another leak springs from the profession- 
als. For every P1 tax collected from fixed in- 
come earners, only 10 centavos is collected 
from self-employed professionals. The latter 
can simply under-declare their income. 

‘The solution for this is the concept of pre- 
sumptive income levels for professionals 
These are official estimates of minimum in- 
come levels, as proposed Milwida Guevara, 
former finance undersecretary. 

The conceptis applied in many countries. 

Lobbying led to VAT exemptions given to 
doctors, lawyers and show business profes- 
sionals. These exemptions must be cancelled. 


Banks’ discretion 
‘The banks also enjoy too much discretion, 
The state has to rely on the banks’ self-dec- 
laration on (1) loans subject to the gross re- 
ceipts tax, (2) the final tax withheld on inter- 
LEAKS/B2-2 


the ship called the Philippines 


Owning a Nissan has never anniversary о 

3 y 5 "ILGW MONTA РЕВО INTEREST. 
ре ери EMS mort as 
107,800.00 7,927.00 
133,000.00 9,441.00 
152,000.00 10,582.00 
405,000.00 27,231.00 
387,000.00 26,150.00 
368,000.00 25,008.00 
158,000.00 10,943.00 
150,000.00 10,462.00 


20% Downpayment 


Nissan Fronter Ш 4x2 M/T (STD)27S — 739.000 147,800.00 


Nissan Frontier Ш 4x2 MIT (Еме) 27E — 865.000 173,000 00. 


Nissan Frontier ЇЇ 4x2 A/T (Еме) 32AT 192,000 00. 


Nissan Patrol 4x4 АТ Gas. 485,000 00 


тиззап Patrol 4x4 АЛ Diesel 367.0000 


Nissan Patrol 4x4 MIT Diesel 248100000 


Nissan Urvan Escapade 198.000 00. 


Nissan Urvan Shullie X. 950.000) 


Š BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK = 


* Based on actual cash out of 20% low downpayment. 
‘Subject fo bank approval. 


Promo period: Aug. 20 to Sept. 18, 2004 only. 


Per DTLNCR рита No. 4232, денс 2004 


Maybank, One Of Asia's Best Banks -earms 


+ Over $42 billion of group assets 
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[ignem or me rnane Doreza magen Eaenien For the Branch nearest you, сай 521-7451, Or мй us at worw.maybanku.com 


+ One of the top 20 banks in Asia 
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IN A recent position paper on the 
current fiscal crisis, my со. 
leagues at the UP School of Eco- 
nomics came up witha list of pro- 
posals for downsizing the coun- 
tys huge fiscal deficit. Among 
these are reducing the Internal 
Revenue Allotments (IRA) to lo- 
cal governments to 40 percent of 
their current levels and cutting 
down the pork barrel allocations 
(PBA) to members of Congress by 
half. 

Tn this brief article, I will dwell 
‘on these two items not for their 
relevance to our current fiscal cri- 
sis but for their implications on 
public-sector governance. 

In an article which 1 published 
a couple of years back ("Devolu- 
tion and Public Sector Gover- 
nance,” Phil. Jour. of Public Adm., 
July-Oct. 2000), 1 argued against 
а policy of devolution of public 
services to local government 
units. One of my major premises 
was that devolution as public pol- 
icy has little chances of success in 
developing societies like ours. In 
arguing my case, I wrote: 

“In most less developed coun- 
tries, social, economic and politi- 
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BUSINESSMonday 
Pork barrel and the IRA: Another view 


cal institutions are at their early 
stages of development and are as 
yet unable to function efficiently. 
Communities are effectively iso- 
lated from one another, and de- 
velopment efforts exerted in any 
one of them have little spillover 
effects on the others. Local com- 
munities differ in their levels of 
economic and social well-being 
„апа in their ability to manage 
their own resources. 

Because local communities 
have different needs and capabil- 
ities, I argued that they must be 
treated differentially, with more 
public resources made available 
to those whose needs are more 
pressing and where local officials 
have greater capabilities in han- 
dling their own affairs. 

Howeve insisting on 
greater equity in the allocation of 
public funds, we typically require 
an equi-proportional (in relation 
to population) if not indeed an 
equal allocation of public funds 
among the local political units. 
This approach leads to a non-op- 
timal allocation of government 
resources. Yet, this is precisely 
‘what happens with the pork bar- 


Firm retools 
for dominance 


NOTWITHSTANDING the contin- 
uous downturn of the economy 
and President | Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуоѕ recent pronouncement 
about the need to address the 
country’s worsening fiscal and 
debt problems, many Filipinos 
still go into calculated spending 
especially when it comes to the 
purchase of both necessities and 
big-ticket items. 

“Those who intend to purchase 
motor vehicles will always con- 
sider their affordability and qual- 
ity before finally deciding on 
what kind of luxury vehicle or car 
tobuy. 

Given this scenario, the advice 
given to prospective car buyers by 
newly appointed Columbian Au- 
tocar Corp. (CAC) executive vice 
president and chief operating of- 
ficer Felix J. Mabilog Jr. is “not to 
go for any particular brand but 
instead opt for vehicles that can 
deliver the same functional con- 
venience, safety and dependabili- 
ty butare more reasonably priced 
compared to other brands. In oth- 
er words, people need to be prac- 
tical nowadays, especially with 
the ever rising cost of fuel and 
other basic commodities." 

Just recently, CAC, the exclu- 
sive manufacturer and distribu- 
tor of KIA vehicles in the country, 
formed its corporate revival team 
primarily to ensure a well- 
planned, synchronized and effi- 
cient implementation of its short- 
term and long-term business pro- 
grams. 

"Our core group composed of 
key executives, as well as, market- 
ing, production and finance spe- 
alist, will work closely on a да! 
ly basis and monitor each and ev- 
ery component of the operations 
from ordering, allocation of units, 
invoicing and collection to Ше re- 
quired marketing and after-sales 
‘Support to ensure that targets are 
satisfactorily mes,” Mabilog ex- 
plained, However, he pointed out 
thatthe bortom line is to be able to 
convince the market that buyers 
of KIA vehicles will always turn 
‘out to be winners. 

"Maybe our main drawback is 
that many Filipinos still have 
some misconceptions about Kore- 
an products and do not realize 
that the quality of many Korean 
brands now are as good if not bet- 
ter than their Japanese counter- 

arts. Also, the philosophy of Fil- 
ipino car buyers differs from that 
of most Americans and Euro- 
peans who buy cars for the prima- 
Ty purpose of transport and con- 
venience and who choose their 


MABILOG 


cars based on functionality safety 
and price, regardless of the 
brand. Many Filipinos still get at- 
tracted to the size, looks, and lux- 
urious amenities of popularly ad- 
vertised brands. They ultimately 
end up paying more for the brand 
rather than for the more impor- 
tant qualities ofa car. 

In KIA, our aim is to offer Fil- 
ipino buyers a good and wiser al- 


ternative, especially to those who 


‘may not be willing to spend much 
but are in need of a reliable and 
dependable means of transport. 
In KIA, vehicle customers get an 
excellent value for their money, 
metal for metal. But most of ail, 
they get all these transport quali- 
ties and conveniences without 
feeling a dent in their pockets.” 

Mabilog also disclosed the ad- 
vantages of KIA specifically the ex- 
perience ofits people from the lev- 
el of management down to the 
technical people in all areas of op- 
erations like assembly, finance 
and marketing. The CAC head 
honcho himself has 32 years of ex- 
perience in the automobile indus- 
ty—IS years with Volkswagen, 
five with Mitsubishi and 12 with 
KIA, Mazda and BMW. 

‘The principal objective of the 
KIA business revival plan is to re- 
establish KIA as one of the domi- 
nant brands in the local automo- 
tive industry. 

Ie intends to accomplish this 
with the introduction of KIAS ex- 
citing models like Picanto which 
is currently taking Europe by 
storm, and improved but modest- 
ly priced models of the Pregio, Se- 
dona and Sorento to expand mar- 
ket opportunities beyond current 
limits. Also part of the program is 
tostart CKD (completely knocked 
down vehicles) production of the 
Picanto by 2006. 


MONGKOK Dimsum and Noodles opens its new branch in. 
Cainta. Located at the 3rd level in Sta. Lucia Май, the Chinese 
restaurant opens dally from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. In photo are Emil. 
Javier, Monkok Sta. Lucia general manager; Exequiel Robles, 
‘Sta. Lucia Mall president and CEO; Agnes Javier, and Fr. Alex 
Balatbat. 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 


By Dr. Niceto фут 
Poblador 


rel system of funds disbursement 
to local communities and the IRA 
provision of the Local Govern- 
ment Code! 

Consider the IRA. This provi- 
sion of the Local Government 
Code prescribes that 40 percent 
of tax revenue collections should 
be retained by the local govern- 
ment units. By this formula, rela- 
tively well-endowed cities like 
Urdaneta will get a much larger 
allocation (in terms of totals and 
опа per capita basis) compared 
to impoverished: communities 
such as Borongan, Samar. As a re- 
sult, Urdaneta can afford to build 
a luxurious city hall right in the 
middle of flood-prone rice pad- 
dies while Borongan goes beg- 
ging for basic public services. 

In my paper, I cited the follow- 
ing additional reasons why we 


should go easy in decentralizing 
government functions: (1) éor- 
Tuption at the local level; (2) 
managerial incompetence of lo- 
са! administrators; (3) the pen- 
chant of local politicians for 
showcase projects; and (4) eco- 
nomic wastage and inefficiencies 
arising mainly from failure to fac- 
tor positive and negative external 
effects (ie economic advan- 
tages and disadvantages to other 
localities and to society as a 
whole) into community cost and 
benefit calculations. (My article 
can be downloaded from this 
website: 
http://nick.pobladorus.) 

The usual arguments put for- 
ward in favor of PBA and IRA are. 
(а) local citizens and their admin- 
istrators know best what their 
community needs are, and (b) lo- 
cal officials are more accountable 
to the people who put them in of- 
fice. A lot of hogwash, if you ask 
me. 

On the back of space con- 
straints, 1 shall briefly focus on 
(b) for you to know where I'm 
coming from. 

The relationship between lo- 
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cal citizens and their elected of- 
ficials is a classic example of rhe. 
principal-agent problem in eco- 
nomic theory. As in business 
firms, the principals (in this 
case, the local citizens) and 
their agents (elected represen- 
tatives—congressmen, mayors, 
barangay captains, etc) typical- 
ly pursue different and often 
conflicting interests. In the cor- 
porate world, hired managers 
pursue their employer's profit 
goals only to the extent that do- 
ing so will enhance their own in- 
come objectives. Their conflict- 
ing interests are somehow co- 
aligned through the effective 
enforcement of employment 
contracts and through a number 
of control and monitoring 
mechanisms. There are no such 
employment contracts nor con- 
trol and monitoring mecha- 
nisms in the public sector. For 
example, there is no such thing 
as a board of directors repre- 
senting the electorate to look 
over the shoulders of local ad- 
ministrators and elected repre- 
sentative in Congress. These of- 
ficials can therefor pursue their 


selfish interests witl 

To assume that poli 

genuinely concerned with and 
work for the wellbeing of their 
constituents is sheer folly and 
silly naivete. 

Politicians pursue their own 
personal goals by catering to the. 
needs not of the electorate, but of 
certain power brokers within the 
body politic whose own interests 
are at best suspect. Itis this insidi- 
ous but mutually beneficial collu- 
sion between self-serving politi- 
cians and their supporters who 
can deliver the votes (or the 
funds needed to solicit votes) that 
ultimately disenfranchises the 
citizens from what is theoretical- 
ly due them. Entrusting local offi- 
cials with pork barrel funds and a 
sizeable portion of tax receipts is 
therefore self-defeating. 

If only for these reasons, both 
the pork and the IRA must go! 

(The author is a member of the 
Management Association of the 
Philippines, retired professor of the 
University of the Philippines, and 
current professor at the Baguio 
Colleges Foundation. Feedback at 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph) 


After 35 years, the Internet 
remains a work in progress 


NEW YORK—Thirty-five years af- 
ter computer scientists at UCLA 
linked two bulky computers us- 
ing a 15-foot gray cable, testing a 
new way for exchanging data 
over networks, what would ulti- 
mately become the Internet re- 
mains a work in progress. 

University researchers are ех- 
perimenting with ways to in- 
Crease its capacity and speed. 
Programmers are trying го imbue 
Web pages with intelligence. And 
work is underway to re-engineer 
the network to reduce spam and 
security troubles. 

All the while threats loom: 
Critics warn that commercial, le- 
gal and political pressures could 
hinder the types of innovations 
that made the Internet what it is 
today. 


Worldwide Web 

Stephen Crocker and Vinton 
Cerf were among the graduate 
students who joined UCLA pro- 
fessor Len Kleinrock in an engi- 
neering lab on Sept. 2, 1969, as 
bits of meaningless test data 
flowed silently between the two 
computers. By January, three oth- 
ег "nodes" joined the fledgling 
network. 

‘Then came e-mail a few years 
later, a core communications pro- 
tocol called TCP/IP in the late 
"705, the domain name system in 
the "80s and the World Wide 
Web—now the second most pop- 
ular application behind e- 
mail—in 1990. 

The Internet expanded beyond 
its initial military and education- 
al domain into businesses and 
homes around the world. 

Today, Crocker continues work 
оп the Internet, designing better 
tools for collaboration. And as se- 
curity chair for the Internet's key 
oversight body, he is trying to de- 
fend the core addressing system 
from outside threats, including 
an attempt last year by a private 
search engine to grab Web surfers 
who mistype addresses. 

He acknowledges the Internet 
he helped build is far from fin- 
ished, and changes are in store to 
‘meet growing demands for multi- 
media. Network providers now 
make only “best efforts” at deliv- 
ering data packets, and Crocker 
said better guarantees are need- 
ed to prevent the skips and stut- 
ters now common with video. 


STEVE Crocker poses inside his company Shrinkuro Inc. 
Washington. Crocker was a graduate student at UCLA in the 
‘computer lab when the first network connection was made in what 


has become the Internet. 


Cerf, now at MCI пс, said he 
wished he could have designed 
the Internet with security built- 
in. Microsoft Corp., Yahoo Inc. 
and America Online Inc., among 
others, are currently trying to 
retrofit the network 50 e-mail 
senders can be authenticated—a 
way.to cut down on junk mes- 
sages sent using spoofed address- 
es. 

‘Among Cerf's other projects: a 
next-generation numbering sys- 
tem called IPv6 to accommodate 
the ever-growing armies of Inter- 
net-ready wireless devices, game 
consoles, even dog collars. 

Working with Nasa, Cerf is also 
trying to extend the network into 
outer space to better communi- 
cate with spacecraft. 

But many features being devel- 
oped today wouldn't have been 
possible at birth given the slower 
computing speeds and narrower 
Internet pipes, or bandwidth, 
Cerf said. 

“With the tools we had then, 
wwe did as much as we could rea- 
sonably have done,” he said. 

While engineers tinker with 
the Internet's core framework, 
some university researchers look- 
ing for more speed are develop- 
ing separate systems that parallel 
the Internet. That way, data-in- 
tensive applications like video 
conferencing, brain imaging and 


global climate research won't 
have to compete with e-mail and 
e-commerce. 

Think information highway 
with an express lane. 

Some applications are so data- 
intensive, they are “simply im- 
practical to do on the current In- 
ternet,” said Tracy Futhey, chair- 
woman of the National Lamb- 
daRail. The project offers for its 
members dedicated high-speed 
lines so data can “get from point 
A to point B and not have to con- 
tend with the other traffic." 

LambdaRail recently complet- 
ed is first optical connection 
from San Diego to Seattle to Pitts- 
burgh to Jacksonville, Florida. 
Work on additional links is 
planned for next year. 


Internet2 

Undersea explorer Robert Bal- 
lard has used another network, 
Internet2, to host live, interactive 
presentations with students and 
aquarium visitors from the wreck 
of the Titanic, which he found in 
1985. 

‘The Internet's bandwidth can 
сапу only “lousy” video and 
“can't compete with looking out 
the window,” Ballard said. But 
with Internet2, “high-definition 
zoom cameras can show them the 
eyelids.” 

Internet2, with speeds 100 


times the typical broadband ser- 
vice at home, is now limited to se- 
lected universities, companies 
and institutions, but researchers 
expect any breakthroughs to ulti- 
mately migrate to the main Inter- 
net. 


Semantic Web 

While Internet2 and Lamb- 
daRail seek to move data faster 
and faster, researchers with the 
World Wide Web Consortium are 
trying to make information 
smarter and smarter. Semantic 
Web is a next-generation Web de- 
signed to make more kinds of da- 
ta easier for computers to locate 
and process. 

Consider the separate teams of 

tists who study genes, pro- 
teins and chemical pathways. 
With the Semantic Web, tags are 
added to information in databas- 
es describing gene and protein se- 
quences. 

‘One group may use one 
scheme and another team some- 
thing else; the Semantic Web 
could help link the two. Ultimate- 
ly, software could be written to 
process the data and make infer- 
ences that previously required 
human intervention. 

With the same principles, 
searching to buy an automobile 
in Massachusetts will also incor- 
porate listings for cars in Boston. 

Change doesnt come easily, 
however. For instance, the IPV6 
numbering system was deemed 
ап Internet standard about five 
years ago, but the vast majority of 
software and hardware today still 
runs on the older IPv4, which is 
rapidly running out of room. 

‘And the Internet faces general 
resistance from old-world forces 
that want го preserve their cur- 
rent ways of doing things: Com- 
panies that value profit over 
greater good, Copyright holders 
who want to protect their music 
and movies. Governments that 
seek to censor information or spy 
onits citizens. 

In early August, the Federal 
Communications ' Commission 
declared that Internet-based 
phone calls should be subject to 
the same type of law enforcement 
surveillance as cell and landline. 
phones. That means Internet ser- 

providers would have to de- 
ign their systems to permit po- 
lice wiretaps. AP 


Leaks in the ship called the Philippines 


From page B2-1 


est income, and on (3) the tax on 
foreign currency deposits. These 
should be audited. 

The law provides for taxes on 
fringe benefits and a minimum 
corporate income tax. Businesses 
must observe ceilings on deduc- 
tions. The government must flex 
its political will to enforce the 
law. 

Here are other issues, though 
mot stressed in the UP 
‘economists’ paper. 


Debt burden 
Another glaring leak is the 


debt problem as pointed out by 
Cielito Habito, former chief of the 
National Economic and Develop- 
ment Authority. 

As of February 2004, the for- 
eign debt was P2.35 trillion and 
the domestic debe was P2.48 mil- 
io 

interest payments alone—not 
including principle рау- 
ments—will eat up some 33 per- 
cent of the proposed P907.5 bil- 
lion budget for 2005. 

‘The government should revisit 
the debt issue. Consider negotiat- 
ing for debt relief, for longer 
terms and lower rates. 

But do not engage in unilateral 


repudiation—that will turn the 
Philippines into a financial out- 
cast. 


‘Smugglers at customs 

Physical and technical smug- 
gling opens more leaks. 

According to the nation's trad- 
ing partners, the Philippines im- 
ported $45.4 billion worth of 
goods in 2003. But the govern- 
тепоз figure is $34.5 billion. 

The discrepancy is almost $11 
billion, which may indicate the 
magnitude of smuggling. Cus- 
toms agents exercise much dis- 
cretion in valuing the goods, and 
this leads to corruption. 


With experience as former Cus- 
toms chief, Guillermo Parayno 
suggests posting the values of im- 
ported commodities on the Net. 
Watchdog groups can thus spot 
overvaluation or undervalua 


Unfunded mandates 

Finally, Congress should stop 
creating unfunded mandates, as 
stressed by former Finance Secre- 
tary Isidro Camacho. 

Congress legislates new expen- 
ditures that are not backed up by 
new revenues. Future laws must 
include sourees of revenue, 

Comments — t0 — dennisar- 
reyo@yahoo.com 
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Dynamic duo's venture begets 
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successful ventures 
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MALDWYN and Ruth de Pano glow with business success, 


happiness 


By Zenaida 5, Macaspac 
Contributor, UP ISSI 


MALDWYN and Ruth de Pano sit 
at the helm of a string of enter- 
prises—all inextricably and 
strategically intertwined. 

Theirs is the classic story of 
fight for love and glory, which 
resonates, too, of ambition, will, 
discipline and grinding hard 
work. 

А Fine Arts degree holder 
from the University of the 
Philippines major in editorial 
design, — Mald- 
wyn started his 
career аз an 
artist in a gov- 
ernment agency. He was happy 
designing and overseeing the 
printing of company publica- 
tions. 

"It was this job which kindled 
my fascination for the printing 
press and introduced me to the. 
whole gamut of running а 
printing press," he recalls. 


First business 

He devoted a year to his first. 
job and moved on to put up his 
first entrepreneurial venture, 
Bread of Life Enterprises. 

Bread of Life produced greet- 
ing cards with Christian themes 

, which reflect- 

ed his Christian orientation. 
They were then unique in 
Philippine market because 
Hallmark cards had yet to enter 
the market. Maldwyn designed 
the cards and had them repro- 
duced in nearby printing press- 
es: 
He persuaded his wife, Ruth, 
to resign her teaching job to 
handle marketing. But because 


* she had no background in han- 


dling a business, Ruth took the 
job reluctantly, was ill at ease 
initially, but later thrived. 


More businesses 

The business did well and it 
soon occurred to Maldwyn and 
Ruth to put up their own print- 
ing press, named Design Plus, a 
one-stop shop for design and 
printing jobs. 

The couple envisaged it to 
print, among other things, the 
greeting cards of Bread of Life, 
which became its “captive mar- 
ker.” 

‘Then they went on to put up 
Emmanuel Music that produces 
Christian music in the form of 
CDs and cassette tapes, whose 
labels are printed by Design 
Plus. 

In the same year, they 
opened their own recording 
studio precisely for Emmanuel 
Music's recording needs. They 
named this Project Studi 

Asif their hands were not full 
enough, the dynamic couple 
partnered with another cou- 
ple—Lindbert and Cheryl San- 
guyo—to form Music Channel 
Enterprises. The company pro- 
duces a music variety magazine 
that features and promotes 
popular local and international 
music celebrities. 

‘The Sanguyos are expert in 
their respective fields. 


COUPLES 
IN BUSINESS 


-a powerful team. 


Cheryl, an MBA graduate 
from Ateneo, used to manage 
concerts and enjoys а big circle 
of contacts in the music world. 
Her husband, Lindbert, a UP 
law graduate, handles the legal 
side of the business. 

Unstoppable, the couple lat- 
er put up Extempo, an outfit 
that produces and markets a 
line of textbooks for preschool 
and grade school. 

Subsequently they еп- 
barked on a project called 
CP—short for "Content 
Providen" the 
generic | name 
for a business of 
this sort. 

CP delivers music-related 
content to mobile phones sub- 
scribers. It uses Music Chan- 
nel's magazine materials to cre- 
ate downloadable music news, 
gossips, picture messages, al- 
bum reviews and guessing 
games. 

Maldwyn refuses to be intim- 
idated by what he calls his “to- 
tal ignorance of wireless tech- 
nology.” 

He got his brother-in-law 
Chino, who has worked all his 
life in telecommunication net- 
works, to advise them on tech- 
nical aspects- of the trade and 
link them to his contacts. 
Cheryl and Lindbert are also 
there to contribute their tal- 
ents. 

All together, they constitute 

5 may well 
be the quintessential strategic 
alliance. 

“In choosing partners, we fol- 
low the dictum: collaborate 
with people who are excellent 
in other fields,” the couple re- 
veals. 


Business strategy 

Remarkably, the De Pano en- 
terprises are so closely linked 
that the individual firms sup- 
port one another in resources. 

For example, Design Plus 
prints the labels of the CDs and 
cassette tapes produced by Em- 
manuel Music, the cards and 
novelty items sold by Bread of 
Life, the magazine published by 
Music Channel and the text- 
books marketed by Extempo. 

Project Studio records the 
CDs and cassettes produced by 
Emmanuel Music and marketed 
by Bread of Life. And Music 
Channel magazine advertises 
free of charge the firms that al- 
low them to use downloadable 
images and tones needed by СР 
Even human resources dre 
shared—Ruth, Lindbert, 
Cheryl, Chino. 

It is a neat game plan. And in 
such kind of symbiotic relation- 
ship, virtually no resources go 
to waste. 

Moreover, Design Plus, their 
flagship business and biggest 
profit maker, enables the cou- 
ple to nurture the fledgling en- 
terprises to full flowering. 


Dynamics unlimited 
Where does Maldwyn get all 
his ideas? 
* don't have original ideas,” 


he says modestly. “When I talk 
to people, I am always on the 
lookout for whatever 1 might 
pick up from them. Then I try to 
adapt them to my capability 
and resources.” 

Some of his ideas are in- 
spired, if not borrowed, from 
different entrepreneurs. He 
reads them, listens to them, 
quotes them, befriends them, 
takes them seriously and emu- 
lates them. 

Being in business together as 
a couple has its gains and pains. 
А most precious lesson they 
learned is that “if the family is 
in trouble, the business is in 
trouble. Business problems 
creep into other spheres, not 
excluding the family." 

Both look back to a past crisis 
that had assailed their relation- 
ship. Fortunately, they both 
came to their senses in time and 
made moves to reverse the de- 
terioration of their marriage. 

After a series of long talks, 
and intensive sorting out of 
their disharmony, love tri- 
umphed. And now both tend to 
mark events in their business 
and relationship in relation to 
that crisis, like it was their own 
renaissance. 

Мауђе і: is, for Maldwyn ad- 
mits having gone through a 
“transformation” that also 
spurred a parallel change in 
Ruth. 

“We reinvented ourselves,” 
says Maldwyn. 

This transformation impact- 
ed upon Maldwyn's disposition 
and management style. He 


stopped wanting to tell some of 
his workers: “Hey, you have no 
brains. ГЇЇ do the thinking for 
you. Just use your hands.” 

Ruth discloses they "have 
adopted participative manage- 
ment and teamwork.” 

Maldwyn gives much of the 
credit to Ruth for being able to 
balance the interest of the work 
place with that of the home. 

Ruth juggles her corporate 
and parental roles efficiently. 
No matter how tied up she is at 
work, she always manages to at- 
tend to their children's needs. 

“In that sense, she spares me 
from some parenting tasks to 
allow me to concentrate on the 
business,” Maldwyn comments. 

Frugality is second nature to 
them. They always reinvest 
their profits, such that every 
year they are able to acquire 
new equipment. And as a fami 
ly they are not inclined to i 
dulge themselves. "We don't 
even celebrate our birthdays," 
confesses Maldwyn. 

Today, Ruth and Maldwyn 
seem to be happy individually 
and together. Their businesses 
and their marriage are both go- 
ing great. 

"We cannot ask for more,” 
says Ruth. 

(Watch out for "Couples Who 
Do, Dream and Take Risks" soon 
to be published by the UP Insti- 
tute for Small-Scale Industries 
and the Small Enterprises Re- 
search and Development Foun- 
dation. For inquiries, call 928- 
7076 to 79 or email info.is- 
siQup.edu ph.) 


not bald. 


Male Pattern Halr Loss (MPHL) is a medical condition 
that can be treated. MPHL is the most common form of 
pattern baldness, affecting about 5% of men by age 20 and 
about 50% by age 40!. Current studies suggest the prevalence 
‘of MPHL approaches 87% 1, MPHL is believed to be caused by 
the activity of DHT (dihydrtestosterone) in the scalp 
Research indicates that by reducing the amount of DHT, further 
hair loss can be prevented, and in зоте men hair can be 
regrownl. Today there is more than one way to treat MPHL. 
Your doctor is the best source of information about 
MPHL treatment. Dont accept the norm if you can de 
something about it. Be bold, not bald 


you can reverse male pattern hair loss* 


For medical concerns, talk to your doctor 
For more information оп the ProHAIR Program, 
call hotline number 878-6338 or send inquiries to 
fax no.813-1172 or email to inquire@prohair-info.com 


ProHAIR is a Healthcare Information Program of 9 MSD 
in cooperation with the 
Philippine Dermatological Society 


Minimum deposit, P 10,000. 
т Double your money in 5'4 years. 
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By Gerry T. Pagharion 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ROXAS CITY—About 22 fishpond owners 
and operators have come together in an ef- 
fort to save the struggling prawn business, 
once considered the province's "sunshine 
industry.” 

The move of the newly-formed Capiz 
Halaran Agri-Aqua Multi Purpose, Cooper- 
ative (CHAAMPC) to revive the prawn 
business coincides with the local govern- 
ment's efforts not only to help Capiz prawn 
growers get back to their feet but also to 
perk up the province's economy, especially 
in the wake of the country's looming fiscal 
crisis. 

In 1991, most of the 20,000 to 25,000 
hectares of fishponds devoted to prawn 
farming in Capiz shifted to bangus and oth- 
er products after these were struck with lu- 
minous bacteria and white spot virus that 
killed off the prawn, 

Since then, the Capiz prawn business 
has not recovered, and even getting worse. 

“If we can revive our prawn industry, 1 
think it would have a very big impact on 
our economy,” the governor told the 
СНААМРС officers headed by Jose Mari- 
ano Villaruz at their induction last week. 

Villaruz said the downfall of prawn in- 
dustry adversely affected the province's 
economic situation as he urged the owners 
and operators to accept the challenge. 

Bermejo was first to broach the idea of 
forming a cooperative, citing the experi- 
ence of the Negros Prawn Producer Mar- 
keting Cooperative Inc. (NPPMCI) which, 
after its creation in 1989, was able to make 
their prawn industry recover from the 
slump. 

This year, barring any unforeseen 
events, prawn growers will have their 
bountiful harvest, a development said to 
have been the envy of their peers in the re- 
gion. 

Bermejo, through the Provincial Agricul- 
turist’s Office (PAO), initiated a one-day 
“Lakbay Aral” on July 14 for 20 persons 
composed of the local agriculture office 
technicians and prawn growers to observe 
the breakthroughs in the Negros prawn 
farms. 

The group observed that there was one 
common factor in the successful recovery 
of the prawn industry in Negros—a prawn 
laboratory that has existed since 1980s. 

Sylvia de la Cruz, acting Capiz agricul- 
turist, said the upgrading of the office's 
laboratory on Bilbao St. here would hope- 
fully be completed before the end of the 
year, to cater to the needs and problems of 
prawn farms in Capiz. 

Bermejo pledged to allocate funds for 
the improvement of the laboratory, making 
it capable of conducting fry analysis and 
water sampling solely for prawn farms. 

De la Cruz said one advantage of having 
a cooperative among prawn farm owners 


Jewelers elect 
‘exporter’ board 


IN ITS its recent annual general membership 
meeting, the members of the Guild of Philip- 
pine Jewellers Inc. (GPJI) elected some of 
the Philippines top exporters of fine jewelry 
to its Board of Directors. The exporters ele 
ed to the Board are Mia Faustmann of 7 Са 
tles Inc.; Abelardo Mondoñedo of Jewelmer; 
Malu Unson of Sterling Gifts Inc., Theresa 
Villar of VY.D. Jewellers Inc., Mercedes Lla- 
mas of Mercelles, Amelita Co of New Life 
Jewelry. The other directors are Gina Men- 
doza of DJ Distinction House of Jewels, Man- 
ny Daez of Oro y Plata and Judy So of Venice 
Jewellers. 

The thrust of the new GPJI board of di- 
rectors is to transform the Philippine fine 
jewelry industry into an export-oriented 
sector. Among the many advantages of the 
Jewelry sector are the abundance of gold 
and silver in the Philippines, the fusion of 
oriental and western influence resulting in 
a rich and varied culture designers draw on 
to develop cutting edge designs and the 
ability of the skilled craftsmen as well as 
the capability of the younger workers to 
develop their skills. While fine jewelry ex- 
ports are at $21 million, the GPJI board 
feels that the potential of the Philippines is 
largely untapped. 

Similarly, government has identified the 
e jewelry industry as a priority sector. In 
partnership with СРЛ, the Board of Invest- 
ments has fine tuned the implementing 
rules and regulations of RA 8502, Jewelry 
Industry Development Act of 1998 to be 
more responsive to the industry's require- 
ment for a level playing field with its Asian 
‘competitors though some amending legisla- 
tion is still needed. The Center for Interna- 
tional Trade Exhibits and Missions (Citem) 
and Bureau of Export Trade Promotion 
(BETP) also supports the overseas exhibits 
of the core exporter group in Vicenza, Italy. 
Tesda and Cottage Industry Technology 
Center (CITC) also support the manpower 
training programs for jewelry workers ab 
sorbed by the exporters. With the assistance 
of the Dept. of Trade and Industry (DTI) 
brand manager for wearables, Joel Ro- 
driguez, GPJI has embarked on prepara- 
tions to participate in the Manila FAME In- 
ternational in 2005 to establish the Philip- 
pines as a source of fine jewelry and to ori- 
ent the enterprises venturing into export оп 

participation 
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and operators in Capiz was that they now 
have one voice in bringing their concerns 
to the government. 

Audie Belargo, technician of the local 
agriculturist office who participated in the 
study tour, said the Negros prawn produc- 
ers actually patterned their strategy after 
that of Thailand, a major prawn producer 
in Southeast Asia. 

He said the group intended to imple- 
ment the lessons they learned from the 
trip. 

One ofthese is to go back to basics. They 
have to follow the recommendations of the 
local agriculture office based on laboratory 
results, particularly in harvesting just once 
a year, instead of two. 

This will enable the prawn farms to 
“rest,” especially during the cold months of 
November to January when the white spot 
virus, which is deadlier than the luminous 
bacteria, is prevalent. 

Fresh water source must also be infused 
into the pond to lower the water's salinity 


as the virus thrives in pure seawater. 

Fishpond operators should not resort to 
poly-culture in their prawn farms, involv- 
ing crustaceans like crabs, as these are sus- 
pected carriers of the virus. 

As such, prawn farms in Capiz must be 
separated with GI sheets or any materials 
to prevent any crustacean species from en- 
croaching on their farms. 

Farms are also encouraged to put up fa- 
cilities to ward off birds, which are also be- 
lieved to be possible carriers of the prawn 
virus or bacteria. 

Capiz prawn growers must also see to it 
that their prawn farms are injected with a 
cultured or good bacteria to fight off or 
neutralize the bad ones. 

In his speech after his induction as 
СНААМРС head, Villaruz was optimistic 
that their effort will bea success. 

“If Negros prawn growers can do it, 
there is no reason why we in Capiz can't do 
it.” With a report from Felipe Celino, PDI 
Visayas Bureau 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2004 


0 to 25,000 hectares 
farming in Capiz. 


Government Warnin 


‘of fishponds are devoted to prawn 


xi 


is dangerous 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2004 


IN RESPONSE to numerous inquiries 
on telephone etiquette, I put together 
some tips that you might find useful in 
your respective companies. 

Before you answer, be prepared (this 
includes knowing how to use the 
phone/system features): 

1. Turn away from your computer, 
desk or other work. 

2. Have pens, pencils and notepaper 
handy. 

In answering the phone: 

3. Answer calls promptly, by the sec- 
ond orthird ring. 

4, Smile as you pick up the phone. 

5. Assume your “telephone” voice, 
controlling your volume and speed. 

6, Project a tone that is enthusiastic, 
natural, attentive and respectful. 

7. Greet the caller and identify your- 
sel and your сотрапу/дерап- 
ment/unit. 

8, Ask, "To whom am I speaking?” 

9. Ask, "How may I help you?" 

In the course of the conversation: 


Bu 


Telephone etiquette tips 


Goopness GRACES 


Lia S. Bernardo 


10. Focus your entire attention on 
the caller. 

11. Enunciate/articulate clearly. 
Speak distinctly. 

12. Use plain English and avoid un- 
necessary jargon and acronyms. 

13. Use action specific words and di- 
rections. 

14. Use the caller's name during the 
conversation. 

15. Always speak calmly and choose 
your words naturally. 

16. Use ай of your listening skills: 

а. Focus your full attention on the 
caller and the conversation. 

b. Listen “between” the words. 

c. Use reflective/active listening to 


= 
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clarify and check for understanding. 

17. If there is a problem, project a 
tone of concern. 

18. Avoid the five forbidden phrases. 

a. "Idon't know" 

Instead, say: "That is a good ques- 
tion; let me find out for you” or offer to 
connect the caller with someone who 
could provide the answer. 

If a call involves some research, as- 
sure the person that you will call back 
bya specific time. Ifyou do not have an 
answer by the deadline, call back to say, 
“I don't have an answer yet, but lm still 
researching onit.” 

‘There is no excuse for not returning 
calls. 

Ъ. “I/we can’t do that." 

Instead say: "This is what I/we can 
до” 

c. “You'll have to" 


need you to” or "Here's how we can 
help you.” 
d. ‘Justa second” 
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Instead: Give a more honest estimate. 

of how long it will take you and/or let 

them know what you are doing. 
e."No.” 

Instead: Find a way to state the situa- 
tion positively. 

19. Use "LEAPS" for the emotional 
caller. 

Listen. Allow the caller to vent. 

Е Empathize. Acknowledge the per- 
son's feelings. 

А Apologize when appropriate, even 
if the problem is not your fault, you can 
say, “1 am really sorry this has hap- 
pened” and mean it. 

P (Be) Positive 

S Solve; suggest/generate solu- 
tions that you can both agree on 
and/or ask what you can do to help 
and, if reasonable, do itl If not, find a 
compromise. 

(Please e-mail your business etiquette 
queries to etiquetteconsultants@hot- 
mail.com. Names of senders will not be 
published.) 
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You don't 
have to take 
notes with 
this board 


THE WORD Japanese usually connotes tech- 
mology and innovation. Japanese products 
are known to be durable and offer valuable 
features and benefits to consumers, from au- 
tomobiles, household appliances to entertain- 
ment system. Almost always, Japanese 
brands become the benchmark of quality for 
other foreign manufacturers to either com- 
pare or improve their own products. 

This holds especially true for PLUS Vision 
Corp., a Japanese manufacturer of electronic 
and optical products. One of PLUS Vision's in- 
novative products will be introduced to the lo- 
cal market this September—the M Series Elec- 
tronic Copyboard, the world's first electronic 
copyboard (more commonly known as the 
"high-tech" whiteboard) with a built-in memo- 
ry feature that allows data handwritten on the 
board to either be stored on the board's memo- 
ry or produced in hardcopy or print out. 

Distributed locally by GAKKEN Philippines 
Inc. (GPI), the PLUS M Series offers the indus- 
trys broadest range of electronic copyboard 
models that can meet your every presentation 
need—whether you just need to havea printed 
copy of your notes written on the board or you 
need to save all your notes just like what the 
computer does Гог you. It is ideal for today’s 
highly-competitive business environment 
‘where professional and creative presentations 
can help clinch a high-profile project. 


Revolutionary copyboard 
With the PLUS M Series electronic copy- 
board, your audience—whether they be your 
clients, board of directors, management 
team, office staff, trainees, or even to just one 
person or to a big group, will never have to 
worry about taking notes again during meet- 
ings. You can reproduce all your handwritten 
notes on the whiteboard during company 
meetings and download them into your per- 
sonal computer to e-mail to your head office. 

With this product, you simply waite on the 
board and with a push of a button, you can im- 
mediately print out the exact replica of your writ- 
ten notes on plain paper or download and save 
them into your personal computer on the spot. 
As the name implies, you are able to “copy” any- 
thing written on the board to be stored ina mem- 
ory card without the use ofa PC. 

"This does not only save your company time 
and money but s also an efficient way to get work 
допе with a touch of sophistication and style that 
automatically enhances your company's image. 

"With the products versatility users can save 
their ideas simply and quickly in digital format. 
The user simply writes on the copyboard and 
immediately prints out the information on ра- 
per or downloads it to a personal computer. So 
its just a matter of choosing whether you want. 
the information in soft or hardcopy" says Carlos 
Malibiran, GPI President. 

"The PLUS M Series Electronic Copyboard will 
definitely put an end to traditional business pre- 
sentations as it provides companies with an inno- 
vative way to make high impact and impressive 
presentations, Worldwide, the copyboard is now 
widely used by government agencies, law firms, 
schools, ad agencies, training consultancy firms, 
review centers, engineering firms, manufactur- 
ing firms, design firms and industrial offices that 
doa lotof designing and planning. 


Mix and match 

The M Series Copyboard's configuration 
can be mixed and matched according to con- 
ditions of use and purpose. The unit can be. 
mounted on the office wall or partition and is 
perfect for small meeting rooms and cubicles 
where а conventional copyboard is too big. 

“We are proud to carry the M Series which 
is aimed at opening a new market for copy- 
boards. By carrying PLUS Electronic Copy- 
boards, we want to be known as a company 
that pioneers in the introduction and distribu- 
tion of the latest audio-visual presentation. 
technologies in the Philippines," says Mari 
ano T. Ang, GPI CEO and chair of the board. 

Having witnessed the fast growth and the 
relatively aggressive direct sales force of GPI in 
Metro Manila and all over Luzon, Visayas and 
Mindanao, PLUS Vision Corp. Japan) awarded 
the exclusive distributorship of their products to 
GPI which include the M Series, DLP Projectors, 
and other multi-media solutions. The company 
is engaged in selling, marketing and acquiring 
goods and new technologies specifically for au- 
tomating office systems and procedures. 

GPI, which has its showroom along Aurora 
Boulevard, also distributes other foreign 
brands like Duplo Corp.'s digital copy printer 
products, paper cutters and accessories, offset 
machines and platemakers from India and 
USA. 

The PLUS M Series Copyboard will be 
available at GPI's offices in Metro Manila, Ce- 
bu and Davao and through its dealers in 
Baguio, Batangas, Laoag, Naga, Dagupan, 
Tuguegarao, Ozamiz, Bacolod, Iloilo, 
Tacloban, Cagayan and Zamboanga. 

“We are confident that the local market is 
ready for such a high tech product. The chal- 
lenges of work here in the Philippines are be- 
coming complicated and Filipinos are con- 
stantly searching for tools and equipment to 
help them cope with these requirements," 
‘Ang shares. 

(For product and distributorship inquiries, 
call GPI at 725-9373 or 744-5450.) 
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TNT INTERNATION- > 
AL Express Philippines > 
country manager Jose 
luis ^ Romero-Salas 
said the triumph of 
Globe Telecom presi- 
dent and chief execu- 
tive officer Gerardo 
Ablaza Jr in the 2004 
Asia Business Leader- 
ship Awards (АМ) is 
a clear sign that the 
country has some of 
the best corporate 
leaders in the world. 
“tis high time that 
а Filipino wins the 
Abla. Ablaza isa prime 
example of work 
dass Filipino brand of manage- 
ment. What Globe Telecom has 
done should serve as a model for 
Other Asian companies, Salas 
said, He added that with the con- 
tinued economic and political un- 
certainty in the country, Globe 
has not only managed to remain 
profitable but also continues with 
its unprecedented expansion. 
‘Ablaza was the runaway win- 
d mer in this years awards as he 
a ca bagged the flagship prize of Asia 
GLOBE Telecom president and Ci Business Leader Award and the 
CEO Choice of the Year Award 
(given to the best CEO based on 
votes of other business executives 
in the region). 

“During the launching of the 
2004 Abla in March, President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo urged 
the nation to pray for the success 
of the Filipinos nominated. And I 
believe those prayers were an- 
swered,” Salas quipped. 

To celebrate Ablaza's triumph а 
cocktail party was held July 21 at 
the Makati Shangri-la Hotel. The af- 


х [or 3 4 
TNT INTERNATIONAL Express regional Webmaster Leah Valerie Sy, Globe 
ANP for public relations Jones Campos, TNT International Express regional 
senior manager Magali Rossi. 


fair was graced by top business lead- 
ers. Seen having a blast were proud 


SECURITY Bark president and CEO Alberto Villarosa, Innove CEO Gil Genio, 
and PSBank president Pascual Garcia IIl. 
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vice president for corporate and reg- 
ulatory affairs, Delfin Gonzales Jr, 
chief financial officer, Cesar Murreal, 
senior vice president for human re- 
sources, Ferdz de la Cruz, head for 
"wireless business group, Lizanne Uy- 
chauco, vice president for wireless 
group sales and distribution, Ramon 
Antonio Pineda, Innove head for resi 
dential and business group, Roland 
Luis Goseco, head for logistic and ad- 
ministration support, Manny Aliga- 
da, head for customer care, Aris 
Sayson, Innove head for corporate. 
sales, Jones Campos, head for public 
relations, and Cynthia Evidente, 
head for corporate communications. 
Other top executives present 
were Nokia country manager 
Parikshit Bhasin, Ericsson vice 
president Alan Ho, Roberto de 
Ocampo, Security Bank president 
Albert Villarosa, PSBank president 
Pascual Garcia, BPI Family Bank 


TNT country general 
manager Jose Luis 
Romero-Salas 


AYALA Corp managing director Renato Marzan, Globe SVP for corporate 
and regulatory affairs Rodolfo Salalima, and Globe head for logistics and 
administrative support Ronald Luis Goseco. 


president Alfonso Salcedo, and Ammo presi- 
dent Paul Ligones. 

The highlight of the evening was a ceremo- 
nial toast proposed by TNT country manager 
Salas for Ablaza. 

“This award recognizes that all of us at 
Globe Telecom have a great responsibility be- 


cause we are going through a very challeng- 
ing market and it is important that we live up. 
to this expectation," Ablaza said in response. 
"We need to prove that our leadership here in 
Globe is not a fluke or a passing fanéy, rather 
that what we are building is truly sustainable. 
and enduring." 


GLOBE wireless business head Ferdz de la Cruz 
with Nokia country general manager Parikshit 
Bhasin, 


Panasonic introduces latest addition to mobile lineup 


JAPANESE phone maker Panasonic Mo- 
bile Communications Company Ltd re- 
cently launched the two newest addi- 
tions to its mobile phone range that 
packs both power and style and features 
the cutting edge of mobile technology. 
The two new handsets-the A100 Series 
and the X300-target two different seg- 
ments of the market and represent the 
company’s efforts to bring more innova- 
tive phones to mobile users. These new 
models are iust the kind of devices that 


will drive more users to phones that not 
only boast of style but functionality as 
well. 

The A100 Series is Panasonic's latest 
lineup of mini phones composed of the 
А100, А101 and A102 that are all simple, 
stylish and smaller than the average cred- 
it card. 

"There are many people who think 
buying an entry level monochrome 
phone means they need to add a big brick 

to their personal effects. The A100 
instead shows you that it is possible 
to have all the basic features packed 
into something much smaller. Tak- 
ing a hint from the POP material at 
the local phone shops, the A100 is 
‘one of the few phones that can fitin- 
to one's pocket. Users really want 
the basic features of a phone, which 
are talk and text. They want 
straightforward, no-nonsense hand- 
sets without compromising on style. 
The A100 meets this demand as it is 
there when you need it, yet it is nota. 
burden to carry around like some 
other phones,” says Yoshihisa Tatsu- 
mi, Panasonic Mobile Communica- 
tion's director of marketing for фе 
Asia Pacific region. 

“Last year we introduced the 
0055, which was the first of Pana- 


sonis miniphones and was ап 
‘overnight global success. When we intro- 
duced С055, we were surprised of the 
market's overwhelming acceptance. We 
have seen, especially in the Asian market, 
that there was an enormous demand for 
small, simple and efficient phones. This 
year, we will introduce three variations of 
new mini рћопеѕ ће A100, the A101 
which is our sporty model, and the А102 
which is Ще sophisticated metallic look- 
ing version,” Tatsumi adds. 

The А100. Series has basic features 
such as alarm, calculator, calendar, SMS, 
melody composer, speaker phone, and 
can store ip to 250 contacts in the phone- 
book. Measuring 77mm in height and 
weighing just 66g, this tri-band phone 
with 16 polyphonic ring tones is ready for 
easy text messaging with a 112x64 pixel 
display that shows three full lines of in- 
formation. It has the latest SMS and EMS 
(enhanced messaging system) technolo- 
gy but keeps it simple and reliable 
enough to make it easy for the average 
userto use. 

The A100 Series will be sold at an af- 
fordable P4,990. 

‘The X300, on the other hand, is perfect 
for style-constious users who want the 
latest technology combined with cutting 
edge design. Created for the mid-level 


market, the phone, priced at P15,000, 
has an innovative, pop-up screen design 
that transforms a high-quality mobile 
phone into a digital camera. 

Tatsumi shares: “We are proud to be 
the first to offer a phone of this design 
that combines stylish pop-up LCD screen 
and digital camera in a bar-type phone. 
This phone, which we nicknamed ‘visual 
trendsetter, will be а hit among the 
younger market, the 16-35-year-old ac- 
tive-type users who really want to be di 
ferent.” 

Моге than just an innovation in mobile 
phone design, the X300 has all the essen- 
tials one would expect from Panasonic. It 
features a 65K color screen, video record 
and playback capability, 40 polyphonic 
ring tones, MMS, a calendar, calculator, 
games and wallpaper downloads to 
namea few. Itisalsoa tri-band, which en- 
ables üsers to share pictures and video 
images with anyone else in the world. 

With its one-push, pop-up screen, the 
X300 makes taking pictures and shooting 
video clips simple. The built-in VGA cam- 
era has a handy selftimer function on 
this new device while photos or videos 
“can be played back on the cleat color dis- 
play. By supportirig GPRS and MMS, the 
X300 allows users to send photos and 
even video clips to a PC or other compati- 
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Earlier this year, 

Panasonic launched 

four  compactsized 

handsets-the G51 E/M, 

G70, X66 and X70-which have al re- 
ceived huge support from the market. 

"This year, we are introducing 14 new mod- 
els, We will be launching some of the most ad- 
vanced phones. We have the thinnest clam shell 
GSM phone (X400), the shortest entry level 
camera phone (X100), and the thinnest bar- 
type phone (X200),” Tatsumi concludes. 
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2ND METROLOGY MATCH WINNER 


Corsenio San Juan Jr (2nd from right) a third year 
scholar in Tool and Die Technology ol Meraico 
Foundation Institute, won 3rd place in the 2nd 
Metrology Competition organized by the Mitutoyo 
Asia Pacific Pte Ltd held at the Mitutoyo Philippine 
representative offic in Muntinlupa City recently. 


Shown is Corsenio holding the plaque and cash he 
won before handing the same to MFI president 
Col. Alex T. Escaño (2nd from left). With them are. 
Ed Dy Guaso (left), head of the MFI mechanical de- 
partment and Danny Vinzon (right), a coach from. 
МА, 


Techno-Digital Fair 
FESTIVAL Supermall brings you the latest in electronic technology in one grand 
Techno and Digital Fair ongoing until Sept. 14 at the Carousel Court (2nd level). 
‘See the latest in electronics, computers, and digital technology, and get all these 
and more at great prices. Feast on real-time games galore, and even get to play 
your favorites-Ragnarok, Diablo, Starcraft, and Countrstrike-tor free. On top of 
. This, avail yourself of up to 50-percent discount on state-of-the-art gadgets and 
gizmos in participating stores on the Techno Sale happening ший Sept. 15. 
‘Among those participating are Astovision, PC Madness, Data Bitz, Challenger 
Computer Store, Western Marketing, Сейрногев United, Mega Cellular, 
Smert Telecenter, Sound Space, Avid Sony, D'Cinema in Style, Asianic, Infor- 
matics, Ink Plaza. Semicon, and Twinline Trading For inquiries, cal 850-3514 


FOLLOWING the suecess of the Xenon Bulbs 
(НІС) lighting system, Hummer Philippines 
| Inc is introducing its newest product line to 
| the local market, the HPI 4x4 Kits. 
Imported from the United States, HPI 4x4 
| Kits provides easy conversion of your 2000 
model Nissan Patrol, from a 4x2 to a 4x4 
sports utility. Aside from its affordability and 
| reliability, HPI has been quality tested and is 
the preferred choice of 4x4 enthusiasts in 
the US and Japan 4x4 markets. 

Hummer Philippines offers bolt-on ser- 
vices and after-sales maintenance of the HPI 
4x4 system. For inquiries, call 713- 
| 1998/0917-8307832. 
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Superb September at Manila Diamond Hotel 


GET AWAY from the hustle and bustle of the city. In Manila Dia- 
‘mond Hotel's Rainy Day Package for September, enjoy a 'succu- 
{ent stay in йв finest Superior Rooms for two. Rise and shine to 
the most sumptuous breakfast with a choice of Japanese or 
Western, and enjoy the day while you work out at the hotel's ex- 
clusive gym. Take pleasure in the sunset, then have your fil of the 


Seminar on annual report writing at АЦС 
GET A clear picture of your company ог your organization on 
the year that was. Doing this clears the road to greater heights 
in the coming year. The Asian Institute of Journalism and Com- 
munications (AL) will conduct a seminar-workshop on An- 
nual Report Writing on Sept. 16 and 17. This is part of the se- 
Tes of high-performance wnting and power communication 


splendid dinner buffet at the Palm Court Café, a superb coffee 
shop of the hotel where connoisseurs indulge and converse. Of 
‘course, the night is not complete without a chil-out evening at the 
Sky Lounge at the topmost level of Manila Diamond Hotel, where. 
you can exult їп a fabulous view of a well-lit Manila. For reserva- 
tions, call 528-3000 or log on to www diamandholel com. 


courses offered by АМС. The seminar-workshop focuses on 
the elements necessary in doing annual reports, IL also touch- 
es on the right format and packaging. This affordable course 
will be held at the АМС sen 
Plaza, 11 Annapolis Street, Greenhills, San Juan. For inquiries, 
call 724-4564 or 725-4227 


nar room at Annapolis Wilshire. 
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Making trademarks stand out 


By Eduardo C. Escaño 


THE ROLE of trademarks 
has evolved together with 
today's changing business 
models. 

The creation of brands 
play a vital if not significant 
role in the sellers market 
positioning if not market 
dominance. 

Be one a manufacturer, 
Яп entrepreneur, or a trad- 
er, the brand or trademark 
that attaches to the goods 
qr services reflect a kind of 
image ог reputation which 
one wishes to convey to its 
target market, 

So what makes a good 
trademark? 

The trademark protec- 
"tion system is a system cre- 
ated to motivate sellers in 
keeping a good reputation 
for the predictable quality 
goods orservices. 

‘Trademarks allow the or- 
dinary purchaser to identi- 
fy the goods or services that 
has been satisfactory to 
him and to reject those that 
have previously failed his 
expectations. 

“Thus, ina highly compet- 
itive economic environ- 
ment, a good trademark is 
that which effectively con- 
veys or connotes a certain 
quality of the product and at. 
the same time, distinguish 
his goods or services from 
that of his competitors. 

Moreover, a good trade- 
mark is one that can with- 
stand the tests and chal- 
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Bank celebrates major customers 


- HSBC goes from the stage to the court 
as the bank recently hosted two cus- 
tomer appreciation events, the first 
for its HSBC Premier customers and 
the other for corporate treasury exec- 
utives who do business with the 
bank's multi-awarded treasury team. 

HSBC Premier treated close to 
2,500 customers and special guests to 
Ginemusica, a night of music from the 
silver screen at the PICC Plenary Hall, 
featuring no less than Broadway star 
Lea Salonga, who led the cast of 
equally talented Filipino musicians 
including The Company, Ana Fegi, 
Robert Sefia and Gerard Salonga. 

HSBC Premier, the banks global 
wealth management service, pro- 
vides exclusive access to special 
lifestyle events, ranging from special- 
ly produced concerts featuring the 
likes of Kevyn Lettau, Lani Misalucha 
and Lea Salonga—to fashion shows, 
beauty and wellness talks and per- 
sonal investment seminars. 

On behalf of HSBC Premier cus- 
tomers, the bank made a donation to 
the children of the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation, the country’s largest 
wish-granting organization, com- 
mitted to fulfilling the wishes of chil- 
dren afflicted with life-threatening 
illnesses. 

From the halls of the PICC, HSBC 
went to the courts of Atletico Sports 
Complex in Quezon City to host the 
Ist Treasury Badminton Tournament 
for the bank's treasury clients. 

‘Trading their everyday executive 
wear for weekend athletic gear, cor- 
porate treasury executives from San 
Miguel Group of Companies, Globe 
Telecoms, Smart Communications, 
Diageo, PNOC, Total, Unilever and 
P&G enjoyed a day of friendly compe- 
tition, overflowing with food and 
prizes. 

Showing that their numbers don’t 
get in the way of their favorite sport, 


lenges of competing brands. 
‘The rationale behind the 
protection of trademarks is 


Thus, to be effective in 
making consumers identify 


one’s trademark must be 
distinctive. 
Otherwise, 


used mark or brand will on- 
ly confuse the purchasers 
оп the source of the goods. 

Tn determining distinc- 
tiveness of brands or trade- 
marks, one may classify 
thee kinds of marks in a 
spectrum. 


ently distinctive or highly 
distinctive marks. These in- 


and suggestive marks. 


for the specific purpose of 
functioning as a trademark 
(i.e. Kodak, Sony, Toyota). 
These marks do not have 


are created specifically to 
other hand are marks or 


symbols which are ordinar- 
ily used o can be found in 


suggestive nor descriptive 
(ie. Apple for computers, 
Canon for printers, Summit 
formineral water). 

‘The last type of inherent- 
ly distinctive marks are 
suggestive marks. 

‘These marks, as they are 
termed, suggest a certain 
quality or ingredient of the 
goods. 

As a general rule, as long 
as the mark or brand is able 
to distinguish itself from that. 
of its competitor brands 
without being descripüve, 
then the mark is deemed sug- 
gestive and is afforded рго- 
tection under trademark law 

Le. Sparkle for window 
deaner, Venus for beauty sa- 
Jon, Amoxicillin for medicine 
containing penicillin). 

In the middle of the spec- 


X consumers who 
‘goods ог services, 
‘and experienced 
standard level of 
14 satisfaction. 


of the goods or 
is necessary that 


а nondis- 
or а commonly 


end are the inher- 
distinctive marks. 

These marks composed 
of descriptive terms, geo- 
graphical indications or 
personal names. 

As a general rule, these 
descriptive marks may not 
successfully receive trade- 
mark registration status and 
protection unless the person 
claiming ownership is able 
to prove that such terms 
have attained the status of a 
trademark in the minds of 
potential customers. 

The principle of allowing 
descriptive marks to ripen 
as trademarks are embod- 
ied in the doctrine of sec- 
ondary meaning. 

‘At the other end of the 


fanciful, arbitrary 


il marks are marks 
coined or created 


mary meaning but 


nds. 
ry marks on the 


the dictionary but are arbi- 
папу us 
goods or 


way that 


sed for specific 
services in such a 
they are neither 


trum are the non-inherently ` 


spectrum are the marks 
that do not have any dis- 
tinctiveness. 

These marks do not have. 
any trademark significance 
and can never become 
trademarks. 

Under this category fal 
generic marks or the name of 
the product or service itself 
(ie. cellphone for mobile 
telephone, cerveza for beer). 

А generic name can never 
funcion as a trademark since 
"generic and "trademark" 
are mutually exclusive terms. 

Generic terms can never 
function to identify and dis- 
tinguish the products of only 
опе seller because it cannot 
pinpoint origin or source of 
the goods or services. 

А trademark properly 
answers the question "Who. 
are you? Where do you 
‘come from" While a generic 
term answers the question 
“What are you?” 

Generic names are part 
of the public domain and 
are thus free for all to use. 
Аз such they do not have 
any trademark value. 

The choice and selection 
ofbrandsortrademarks are 
crucial to any businessman 
orentrepreneur today. 

One important factor to 
а successful business is the 
development of one's. own 
distinctive brand. 

(The author is the senior 
partner of Escaño & Partners 
Law Offices and author of 
Trademarks in the Philip 
pines: A Legal Guide) 


HSBC CEO Warner Manning, Lea Salonga and HSBC head of personal 


financial services Martin Cook 


INQUIRER chair Marixi Prieto, Alexi Prieto, Dennis and Tessa Valdes 


JON Manning, Margarita Tambunting and 
Ambassador Jesus Tambunting 


the following emerged as top winners 
of the tournament: Lannie Magat and 
Ethelen Atienza of PNOC-EDC for 
women's doubles; Jing Arkoncel and 
Elise Tinio of Total for mixed doubles; 
and Albert Sarte and Robert Iliscupi- 
dez of San Miguel Corp. for men's 


BEGO Ortigas, Chari Montilla, HSBC CEO Warner Manning, SEC chair Fe 


Barin and Nelly Bordador 


THESE days, business deals rise or 
fall in far less traditional venues as 
the corporate boardroom. 

Mergers are known to be signed, 
sealed and delivered in the middle of 
well-manicured grass courses in be- 
tween tee-off and the last hole. 

Some transactions receive their 
stamp of approval while chasing the elu- 
sive whopping tuna over the high seas. 

But others still prefer a more re- 
laxed atmosphere as they go through 
the contracts while sipping their fa- 
vorite cup of blissful brew. 


doubles. 

“These events are all about cele- 
brating customer relationships. We 
develop exclusive programs that ap- 
peal to our most valued customers to 
help us know and serve them better,” 
said HSBC CEO Warner Manning. 


PACQUI Ortigas and 
Ambassador Roberto Romulo 


executive director Topper Coronel 


Good coffee leads to successful meetings 


"The scent of the bean livens up any 
‘meeting or discussion. But not all cof- 
fee shops are created equal. 

“There are places where the coffee 
is not so bad, but the decibel levels of 
ambient noise defeats the purpose of 
conversation. 

Fortunately for professionals who 
love their cup, Mocha Blends serves 
good coffee in a cozy and comfortable 
setting. 

In this extended office space, one 
can enjoy a Long Black (espresso shot 
diffused in water), or a cappuccino 


mon-tra 


(espresso shot topped with foam). 
Meals are also available for the hun- 
gry and harassed. 

"The choices range from Australian. 
specialties of chicken, pork ribs or 
beef to all-day spreads of popular Fil- 
ipino breakfasts of tocino, longganisa, 
daing na bangus and corned beef. 

‘The next time the department sec- 
retary circulates a meeting memo, 
consider moving the meeting to a 


ional boardroom, Mocha 


Blends. For further inquiries, call 
4107477 or 3743098. 


small fortune in ‘sampaloc’ 


By Sharon Wendy A. Robas 


HAVING only a high school diploma did not 
deter Lorena Alvero to enter a business that 
eventually became her family’s bread and 
butter. 

Lorie relates how she and husband 
Mario started making sampaloc candies in 
1994 in her husband's town in San Pablo 
City, Laguna. With only P500 as starting 
capital, the Alvero couple started with only 
a kilo of sampaloc to make the candies. 

Lorie shares that her mother used to 
make these candies but the taste "wasn't 
quite good enough." Her husband then 
tried out different “techniques” until he got 
the formula that would make what is now 
known as Lor-Mar special candies, a big hit 
with their customers. 

Recipe 

From a kilo of sampaloc, the couple's pro- 
duction grew to five kilos. Their recipe 
proved to be very effective as orders came 
pouring in mostly from balikbayans who 
find these products an ideal pasalubong. 
Neighboring schools and offices also started 
to place their orders. 

Lorie, however, recalls how they wasted. 
allot of candies as a result of their quest for 
the perfect recipe. 

“There were times when the candies got 
overcooked. Of course, the burnt candies 
could not be eaten. So, we would try and 
try again until we get the right taste and 
texture of the candies,” Lorie relates in Fi 
ipino. 

‘She adds that the candies are “perfectly 
cooked" or else they become “sticky like bub- 
ble gum” or what the locals refer to as “mali 
gat.” 

Lorie says the quality of the sampaloc used 
affects the quality of their product. The sam- 
paloc are sourced locally. 

Lorie says she and her husband were the 
only ones doing all the work then. 

“We did everything from cooking to wrap- 
ping the candies piece by piece,” Lorie says. 

In 2001, the couple moved to Lorie's 
hometown in Rizal, Laguna, and continued 
tomake the candies. 


Earnings . 

Lorie, 31, says earnings they got from 
manufacturing the candies are “quite 
enough to sustain the every day needs of 
their family.” 

Starting with only 50 packs, the orders 
grew to more than a thousand. A pack con- 
tains 12 sampaloc-candy pieces and costs P8. 

Lorie, Mario and her brother are the only 


LORENA Alvero 


people who have a hand in cooking of the 
candies, which takes about one and a half 
hours, after which the mixture is set aside 
то cool before they are formed into circles 
and then wrap in cellophane. 

Lorie says they produce about 700 or 
more packs a day depending on the volume 
of orders. Today they have around seven 
workers who help them pack the candies. 


Customers 

Through the years, Lor Mar candies have 
established customers not only in neighboring 
towns in Laguna but also in Metro Manila. 

With the advantage of cell phone technol- 
оду, they decided to include their cell phone 
numbers in their candy packs and Lorie is 
thrilled about a number of call inquiries from 
prospective customers from other places. Al- 
though they don't directly deliver in Metro 
Manila, they have a number of “suki” who 
buy these candies in bulk and sell them in dif- 
ferent stores in Manila. 

Lorie also shares they also have customers 
from other Laguna towns who buy their prod- 
сз by trading in other food products which 
in tum they would also sell. Their sugar sup- 
plier also gets to buy and sell their candies in “| 
exchange for sacks of sugar, which is also a 
main ingredient in making the candies. 

Despite the rising cost of materials such 
as plastics and cellophane, Lorie remains 
optimistic. She hopes that this venture 
would further boom so they could save 
enough to uplift the lives of their family. 


Soar Into new heights of mobile technology with Bird, a new breed of stylish, 
technologically advanced, and amazingly affordable mobile phones. 


BIRD S288* “Р 3,390 
‘Stim & Light» Unique SMS remote control 


functions + Long battery Ше + 300 phone 
book entries 


Biro s788 Ф 4,990 
‘Super Sim Design - 4K Color 3 Unique 


‘SMS remote control functions + Speaker 
Phone + Available in metalic gray & red 


BIRD $1190 “Р 4,990 


4k Color» Speaker Phone • Stylish clam 
design * Virtual Dual Screen + НЕ Ringtones 


BIRD S1150* Ф 3,490 


‘Speaker Phone + Dual Band + 
‘Stylish clam design 


' ^^ ADMISSION IS FREE! 


* Plus, get giveaways when you visit and enroll today! 


ressoniine.com for more info. Щ ^ 
Метце of the чоры Озроей inturanos Corporation. Maxim Deponi Insurance tar Блай Dear Р250,000. 
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POWER Plant now 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


LUNETA Hotel now 


LUNETA Hotel then 


For feedback стой at HestyleGlnquirorcom ph 


Text us your feedbacks 
inquirer Ме name/cityimessage to 
207 (Globe) or 283 бутал) 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
Subsection Editor Lito B. Zulueta 
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Е Look at the waste! 


Pictures worth a thousand words 


HE FILIPINAS Her- 

itage Library recently 

organized the photog- 
raphy competition “Noon at 
Ngayon" (Then and Now) on 
the evolution of Philippine 
architecture. 

Each entry served as a historical 
witness that compared past and exist- 
ing conditions of architectural land- 
marks in the country. 

The former Manila Electric Compa- 
ny generating plant located in what 
was suburban Makati totally gave 
way to the new Power Plant Mall. АП. 
traces of the old plant were replaced 
with the bland architecture of what 
today is one of the most luxurious 
malls in Manila. 

Juan Arellano, one of the founding 
fathers of architecture in the Philip- 
pines, completed the Manila Post Of- 


fice in 1926. The structure was heavi- s: 


lyebombed by American shelling 


PRIDE 
OF PLACE 


Augusto Е 
Villalon 


against the Japanese during the "Lib- 
eration” of Manila in 1945. The struc- 
ture was completely rebuilt after 
World War Il. 

Years have not been kind to the ele- 
gant six-story Luneta Hotel that faces 
Manila's Rizal Park. The abandoned 
building has been empty for the past 
decades. 

Basilica del Santo Niño in Cebu 


empty concrete shell once the festival 
is over. It replaced an extensive lawn 
that once was a green refuge in the 
city center. 

The exhibit demonstrates that a 
picture is truly worth a thousand 
words. 


E-mail your feedback to afvil- 
lalgn@hotiail.com 


POWERPLANT 
then 


City, where the oldest religious Коп 4 


in the country is enshrined, is one of 
the country’s centers of pilgrimage. A 
concrete structure to accommodate 


-an-ayerflow of pilgrims who attend a 


once-yearly religious festival is an 


Whether you have a flabby tummy or a bulging belly, Marie France can give it a 
flatter, sexier look with this special offer: 


ECT and get 3 FREE tummy flattening 


Electro-lipolysis Treatments 
from September 13-18, 2004 only! 


Pe DTNA Peri На 1991, etes of 004 


Electro-lipolysis can easily get rid of unwanted fat in your tummy without pain or 
skin penetration. It can significantly reduce flab and bulges in your tummy to give 


it a flatter, smoother look. 


Say good-bye to your fat tummy troubles once and for all. 
Call Marie France and avail of this FREE offer now! 


Marie France Boduline 
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But, 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


S EARLY as 1913, 
Marcel Duchamp 
placed a bicycle 


wheel on a stool and dis- 
played it as a work of art, 
and in 1917, he sent a 
porcelain public urinal to 
an art show, and thus in- 
troduced the concept of 
the ready-made. 

In the 7705, installations be- 
came a vogue, generating among 
artists a craze for found objects 
and a mania for collecting mass- 
produced articles. 

And still, when local gallery- 
goers find such stuff in art gal- 
leries, they are perplexed to the 
extreme. Many are disturbed by 
the sheer insolence, this intrusion 
in hallowed ground. 

Questions naturally arise, if 
only on their minds: What are 
these things doing in this room? 
In what way can they be consid- 
ered artistic? What does the so- 
called artist want to achieve? 

And, unable to voice their in- 
choate thoughts and feelings, 
they fall into pretending to love 
that which they cannot under- 
stand 

At least, they have been pro- 
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voked into investigating the real 
issue here: What is art? (Nobody, 
of course, can answer that ques- 
tion single-handed, and no one is 
expected to solve the problem 
overnight.) 

In a grand gesture of con- 
fronting the issue, Alfredo Juan 
Aquilizan presents 
“Black/White,” 10 installations 
and 28 drawings, until Sept. 21 in 
‘The Drawing Room, Metrostar 
Building, 1007 Metropolitan 
Ave., Makati City. 

If we are to look for someone 
who can clarify these things to us, 
we have found our man. Aqui- 
lizan also teaches art. It is artists 
like him who enrich the local art 
scene. 

With a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
from Philippine Women's Universi- 
ty, he took further studies in the 
University of the Philippines and in 
the Art Students League of New 
York, and got his masters from 
Norwich School of Arts and Design 
in England. He has been represent- 
ing the country in numerous art ex- 
hibitions abroad, including the Bi- 
cennale di Venezia last year 


Draftsmanship 
and concept 
Billed as one in a series of ex- 


hibits that focus on chroma and ex- 
plore “the possibilities of hue, ob 


so 


jects, shape, texture, space and its 
relation to contemporary culture,” 
this show comprises achromatic 
pieces selected from the artist's 
previous works. (Some of the in- 
stallations had been exhibited in 
England, Paris, Havana, Fukuoka, 
Southeast Asia, Australia.) 

A simultaneous exhibit is the 
artist's "New Paintings,” 10 large 
vivid abstracts in acrylic and 
mixed media on canvas, until 
Aug. 19 in Galleria Duemila at 
the Artwalk, 4/L, Bldg. A, SM 
Megamall, Mandaluyong City 

‘The drawings are conventional 
enough. Aquilizan's draftsman- 
ship belies the usual snide remark 
that those who do installations or 
Conceptual Art are people who 
cannot draw. 

The big piece in Sumi ink on 
paper is a vigorous sketch of mas- 
sive male anatomy reminiscent of 
а Michelangelo titan. The rest, in 
charcoal and pencil оп paper, are 
finely textured studies in form 
and spatial relations, dimension- 
ality and perspective, shading 
and blending. 

Aquilizan says he wasn't think- 
ing of any object while doing 
these pieces, and the strokes are 
spontaneous. Still the viewer сап 
make out plant forms, the shapes 
of lanceolate leaves, embryonic 
leaves, seeds, nuts, а tuber or 


LIFESTYLE ... 


"NORTHWIND" 


and even a rift of 
le, the vulva. 

"What may raise the hackles of 
ordinary gallery-goers are the in- 
stallations. These consist of 
ready-mades (to be distinguished 
from found objects), such as used 
toothbrushes, drinking glass, 
light bulb, kettle, arranged and 
installed in the gallery like ob- 
jects of veneration. 

How then does any of these ob- 
jects become art? Duchamp insists 
it doesn’t matter who made the ar- 
tides, but the fact that someone 
has selected and put them on dis- 
play as art objects Вай, 

‘Aquilizan himself arranges 
these banal objects in new and 
surprising ways so that they ac- 
quire the mystique of religious 
relics. “Bullshit,” for instance, is 
nothing but a light bulb etched 
with the word bullshit, but the 
way itis placed on an acrylic pan- 
el with its text lighted from below 
gives ita certain aura it can't have 
if putin a socket on the ceiling. 


Meaning and metaphor 

"An object by itself has 
metaphors,” says Aquilizan. "It is 
pregnant with meaning. It can 
trigger memory. Most especially 
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familiar objects." 

Such is "Northwind," 30 white 
baby sweaters fixed in three rows 
on the white wall, The artist 
bought them, a sweater a day, 
from a second-hand shop in Nor- 
folk the time he left his wife and 
newborn in Manila to study in 
England. Without knowing this 
back story, the viewer can still 
feel a twinge while staring at 
these frail items which conjure a 
baby inthe cold. 

“Don't Lose Your Head” is just a 
drinking glass etched with the ti- 
tle of the piece and placed on a 
lighted acrylic shelf. The lumi- 
nous object alludes to the nights 
in England when the artist and 
his buddies would quaff pints and 
pints of beer. 

Here banal objects are seen in 
a fresh way. “In Memory" is an 
aluminum kettle flattened to a 
sheet and mounted on a metal 
part of a ventilator then framed 
with wood planks. A pencil draw- 
ing on paper of the kitchen uten- 
sil before it was crushed by the 
wheel of the artist's car has been 
integrated into the piece. 

"Ix 1 in White" is five acrylic 
sheets filled with rows of 1" x 1” 
color ID photos fixed with push 


2 


ex 


pins then hung in reverse on the. 
wall. From a distance they look 
like a lepidopterist's hoard, until 
опе gets closer and is surprised to 
see faces of people. 

"Tm just playing with shape 
and texture here,” says Aquilizan. 
“A little alteration in the object 
changes the perception of the 
viewer.” 

‘The most outrageous of the in- 
stallations consist of the most ba- 
nal objects. Yet they can be elo- 
quent, even profound. 

"Juan Sta. Maria," framed with 
acrylic sheet and hung on the 
wall, is a used toothbrush with 
white handle and black brushes, 
the previous owner's name writ- 
ten in black pentel pen along the 
handle. 

This, says Aquilizan, betrays 
the man’s character. “In my years 
of collecting used toothbrushes, I 
have known human behavior 
Some owners are shy. One had his 
toothbrush wrapped in several 
layers of plastic. It is all about 
identity" 

"Its basically about identity" 
the artist summarizes the whole 
show, "It's a postcolonial theme.” 

See? It’s not beyond human 
comprehension, after all. 


“BULLSHIT” 
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5 artists toast new anatomies 


A MULTI-ARTIST show at Greenbelt 3 at the Ayala Center in Makati, 
“Neo Corpo” celebrates the human form made in God's image. It 
brings together Bruihn, Rafael del Casal, R.M. de Leon, Gerri Dueñas 
and Ronald Ventura. It is curated by Juana Manahan with the collab- 
oration of Firma, Makati. The show opens on Sept. 16 at 6 p.m. 
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"RAPHAEL Series,” by К.М. de Leon 


EZRICS Batch," by Bruihn 


Manahan, who is taking up Histo- 
ry of Art with Material Studies at the 
University College, London, said the 
artists were chosen for their "excel- 
lence in draughtsmanship and com- 
position given the theme of the 
body" 

Manahan said that although a 
sponsor of the show is the Belo Medi- 
cal Group, a leading cosmetic clinic, 
the show “has nothing to do with the 
physical alteration of the actual hu- 
man body, but rather with the way 
that the human body has been 
thought of and reinterpreted over the 
years by different artists and different 
movements.” 

She further explained: “This had 
nothing to do with altering liposuc- 
tion and breast implants, but rather 
the canon of proportion changing 
with new ideals of beauty and mathe- 
matical advances regarding propor- 
tion." 

Aside from curatorship, Manahan 
has taken a special interest in conser- 
vation and art history. In her first year 
at Universiry College, she completed 
a course under Bromwyn Ormsby, a 
restorer for the Tate Museum. In sub- 
sequent years she finished basic 
methods and materials classes of Eu- 
ropean artists and courses on paint 
analysis and preventive conservation. 
In the painting analysis unit, she was 
trained to look at pigments in paint- 
ings to help determine authenticity, 
learned different methods of conser- 
vation and restoration, and planning 
for museums and art institutions. 

She said that conservation and 
restoration are skills needed in the 
Philippines. 

"Other countries invest money in 


BY RONALD Ventura. 


the restoration, conservation of their 
national collections; art is given a 
high priority when it comes to gov- 
ernment funding," she said. "Until 
this country does the same, it will on- 
ly be those private clients and select 
paintings from the nation's collec- 


tion that will undergo proper treat- 
ment. Obviously this country has a 
lot more to worry about... The gov- 
ernment budget may not be suffi- 
cient for this, but we are lucky that 
there are patrons who. support art 
restoration.” 


JUANA Manahan, De Leon, Bruihn, Ventura and Gerri Dueñas 
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Quinto exhibit 
at UST 


IN “SOFT Dreams and Bed Stories,” Al- 
ma Quinto, an artist and art educator 
who advocates women empowerment, 
mobilizes fiber and foam and reforms 
them to produce works that signify what 
she describes as “the struggle of memory 
against forgetting.” 

Her works have playful and dreamlike 
qualities. They are interactive to a cer- 
tain extent, but essentially tragic and 
critical, composed of tapestries, installa- 
tions and soft sculptures of toys culled 
from Philippine mythology and folk sto- 
ries, and a bed, shaped in the form of the 
babaylan or ancient priestess. 

This exhibition was shown in Cuba 
last October, where Quinto was the only 
Filipino artist invited to the prestigious 
Оста Biennale de Habana. It is also its 
homecoming, after an invitational exhi 
bition at the Henie Onstad Kunstsenter, 
Norway last February. 

"Soft Dreams and Bed Stories" will be 
launched Sept. 17, 6 p.m., at the UST 
Museum of Arts and Sciences, Main 
Building, University of Santo Tomas, Es- 
райа, Manila, and will run until Oct. 29. 


FEMINIST 
Quilt. 
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Art in ultra 


By Jessica Jalandoni-Robillos 
Contributor x 


DURING gestation, expectant 
mothers are advised to listen to 
classical music to enhance the fe- 
tus’ brain development. Some ac- 
tually place headphones against 
their swollen bellies to bring the 
enriching melodies closer to the 
growing being. 

This is beneficial even after the 
child is born. There are several al- 
ternatives, though. One of them is 
womb sound, a recording of what 
the infant would have been lulled 

ith while in the uterine confines. 

tually a muffled combination 
of the mother’s heartbeat and gu 
gling digestive tract. Not exactly 
comforting, but it does just that. In 
duplicating the orchestra ofthe in- 
ternal organs, the baby is suppos- 
edly enveloped once more in secu- 
rity, 
This has been simulated by 
Buen Calubayan, who eared his 
Fine Arts degree at the University 
of Sto. Tomas and now teaches 
there. In his studio, what an artist 
would otherwise call home, he has 
setup an artistic womb of sorts and 
mounted an exhibit that runs 
through September dubbed 
“Walang Koro.” 


Hyper-real atmosphere 

Calubayan's space is a structure 
behind that of his landlord's home. 
Tts lower level is concrete and the 
upper, wooden. That it is in La Lo- 
ma, with lechon and the cemetery 
in such close quarters, gives one a 
sense ofthe hyper-real. 

Here, he conceives his art. It is 
dark, save for the spotlight trained on. 
the central showpiece. One is assault- 
ей by noise from a hidden source. It 
seems it is a recording made in the 
course of a jeepney ride. Homs bl 
ing, mufflers chortling, the “Para.. 
of passengers at their stops. 

What of his progeny then, if his 
womb's sound is the city’s din? 

He utilizes the walls, the ceiling 
and even the floor, his use of space 
very much like an enveloping 
uterus, Jelo Submarine” is what he 
calls his alternative atelier, playful 
yet still allusive to a womb. 

Inthe middle of the room isa di- 
lapidated wooden chair. Opposite 
this is a box-type framed piece sus- 
pended by nylon strings from the 
ceiling. Layers of plaster of paris 
give it a swathed appearance. A 
placenta perhaps? This parceled 
look is magnified by wire twisted 
around at different angles. 

The floor is covered with char- 
coal, sometimes scratched to serve 
as a writing tablet for Calubayan's 
‘occasional poetry. His mother visit- 
ed him once, and he arrived to find 
that the cement had been serubbed 
clean. 

The artist says his art is a protest 
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against everything. The chair is 
empty because it stands for the 
unattainable, a position everyone 
wants, the place where each per- 
son wants to be. 

The mixed media work is so 
wrapped because underneath it is 
something that should be seen, but 
the viewer is denied a peek. One 
‘may associate a protectiveness to 
this, like that of a parent. 

All these are part of an outlook 
strongly laced with Dadaism. 

“Dada” is the French word for 
hobbyhorse, the name having been 
chosen by its inventor after ran- 
дот flipping through the pages of 
a dictionary. The movement began 
asa protest against the First World 
War. Writers and artists eventually 
broadened its scope, resulting in 
the repudiation of conventional art 
and writing, to а point where ev- 
eryday things were deemed objets 
dart. 


Let’s celebrate Mickey’s 75th Anniversary with 


Avallubls 9n 
‘Muy. 17, 2903 


LIFESTYLE 


sound 


"UNFULFILLED" 


Among the common Dada per- 
formances was the simultaneous 
recitation of varied written works. 
‘Thus, the resulting chorus was ca- 
cophony incomprehensible. 


Defying convention 

Calubayan's titling of his works 
в Dadaistic. Still, his executions 
cannot be seen as an exegesis of 
Dadaism. Not all of them defy con- 
vention, as in those that hang 
against the walls and up at the ceil- 
ing. 

‘On wood, with edges purposely 
chipped by hand, is “White.” 
‘Through the haze of white, mot- 
Чей earth tones and a few strokes 
of red isa Rubenesque nude. 

In "Tribute to Най,” the mottled 
theme pervades, filing the whole 
canvas with moss green, vermil- 
lion, ochres, siennas and black. 
Again, phantom like is the figure of 
a man. He appears about to fade, 


Exciting young 
artist Buen 
Calubayan 
transforms his 
homeintoa 
searing 
installation of 


i31 self-searching 


blend into, or on the other hand, 
emerge out of, the blur. On the left 
side are eyes with brows afloat, 
their stare penetrating. 

The same wraitlis eyes, without 
brows this time, are in “Dead 
Wish" Done іп watercolor, 
brighter than most of his works, 
the pale blues and lively yellows 
tinged with orange, purple and a 
few scattered small black flowers, 
are an anathema to the melan- 
cholic gaze and the work's title. 

With "Untitled," Buen seems to 
subscribe to Hinduism. A wooden 
bench like a short church pew is 
seen at the base of what may be a. 
huge tree trunk. According to him, 
although the seat is the focal point. 
to the viewer, it is йот and 
alone. 

When asked to expound on his 
compositions, he demurs and says 
that explaining is difficult. But at 
other times, he tells of varied stim- 


“TRIBUTE to Hail" 


uli such as the passing away of his 
father or past courtships. 

Strangely, the same man who 
subscribes to defying the parame- 
ters of convention is also adept in 
classical traditions. 

Tn this exhibition, he reveals his 
many facets. Definitely, Calubayan 
isan edecticartist. His style cannot 
be pinned down. Suffice to say that 
he has done what he most wants 
to: refute the charge that abstrac- 
Чоп is an excuse for those not 


skilled in the figurative, by combin- 
ing his streaks and splotches with 
the representational. 

Ап, he says, is his soul. Thus he 
gives to formidably organic 
pieces of art, despite the supposed- 
ly chaotic gestational soup they 
had been nurtured in. 

Call Jelo Submarine at 0916- 
3742624. 


Email feedback to je 
jaro2002 yahoo.com 
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FREE TRIAL and CONSULTA 
B пот September 6 - October 30, 2004 
For any inquiries call 6339173 / 6338991 


We also offer Hair Extension 


Look for it inside Жуй 


Frosties, Cocoa Frosties, 


Cocoa Krispies, 


Fropt Loops, Hunny B's 
and Mickey's Magix! 
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“BROUGHT To My Senses” 


wept away 


his musical 


muse 


By Gino Dormiendo 
Contributor 


“Music washes away from the soul the 
dust of everyday life.” 
—Berthold Auerbach 


FTER two decades of fervid activ- 
ity, the artist Romeo (more popu- 
Jarly known as "Omi") Reyes has 
finally chosen his musical muse as the 
unifying theme for his new oeuvre in his 
13th solo exhibition. 

Unknown to: his friends and col- 
leagues, the artist has always had an ear 
for good music, the kind that is originally 
written or composed for a particular in- 
strument. That was of course before 


healing and 
regeneration 


In his new exhibit, 
Omi Reyes presents a 
suite of paintings that 
dramatizes the innate 
power of music for 


perience for the painter. 

In the canvases, invariably subsumed 
by their predominantly musical orienta- 
tion as dramatized by the presence of the 
violin and the guitar (with the saxo- 
phone vying for attention, too), Reyes 
has created а life-enhancing environ- 
ment, the milieu filled not with the obli- 


painting got the better of him. 

This, the artist is wont to admit, is 
borne out of a strong affinity with vari- 
ous musical instruments, the stringed 
group particularly, such as the violin 
and the guitar, which he is able to play 
with remarkable dexterity. A daughter, 
now in her teens, is equally adept with 
the guitar, and it is not unusual for the 
father and daughter to casually embark 
on a familial concert of sorts in the 
Reyes home. 


Endearing imagery 


It is in this show, billed “Omi’s Sym- 
phony (Reborn By Music),” (Art Space, 


Veneracion at West, Gorospe at Finale, Badajos 
at Podium, Cabangis and Doloricon at Mag:Net 


3/& Glorietta Bldg., Ayala Center, Makati 
City, until Sept. 22), that Reyes has been 
able to harness the innate power of mu- 
sic to refresh the soul, with a suite of 
paintings that dramatizes the function of 
healing and regenerating the mind, body 
and spirit. 

For many years, until his last show а 
couple of years ago, Reyes has spun en- 
dearing imagery of the still-life and the 
landscape as lofty, indeed religious, sub- 
jects to explore in his canvases. In fact, a 
recent project was the mural of a huge 
retablo at the main altar of the Holy Fam- 
ily Church in Quezon City, the making of 
which proved to be a truly ennobling ex- 


gatory clutter of CDs and karaoke hard- 
ware, but with he quiet company of vio- 
lin, sheaves of musical notations under- 
neath or beside it, the softly billowing 
sheets strewn around, and the drapery 
on the windows fluttering in the wind. 

Here, amid this musical corner the 
artist calls sanctuary, Reyes invites the 
spectator to commune with the muse 
simply by touching the artifacts on table 
tops, or listening to the melodies as they 
waft through the air. 

The random grouping of these ob- 
jects—the subdued symmetry of instru- 
ments vis-i-vis the untamed clutter of 
these surrounding fixtures, drapes and 


uud 


я 


рне» 


all—clearly establishes а nook in the 
home where space is a luxury and music. 
a welcome diversion, if itis not a familial 
passion that binds the Reyes family. 


Visually alluring 

What makes the works visually allur- 
ing is the dramatic massing of the chro- 
matic values, creating a chiaroscuro of 
deep earth hues, terra cottas, mauves, 
browns and beiges. The artist's penchant 
for terra cotta is echoed by the ubiqui- 
tous earthen jars bearing the slinky fig- 
ures of animals embossed on their sur- 
face. 

What is most pronounced is the quali- 
ty of illumination in these compositions, 
a rare kind of drama taking place simply 
between light and shadow, the magiste- 
rial presence of music dominating the 
otherwise quiet surroundings. 

One must be reminded that Reyes is 
and has always been a fervid colorist, but 
his palette seems to have finally ripened, 
and so has the brushwork that is 
unerring in exactitude and mellifluous in 
its movement. 

“Twenty years of non-stop artistic activi- 
ty have done wonders for the artist who 
has long dabbled in florals and landscapes, 
and still does, but with the kind of ease and 
fluidity that have set him apart from com- 
mercially aligned craftsmen. Having 
worked for many years as resident artist of 
the now-defunct Alegria, he later hooked 
up with Pintanaw, a close-knit group of 
artists, many of whom paint in the realistic, 
genre. 

Tt is in this September show that Reyes 
has indeed come of age, an epiphany that, 
purified by the trials and triumphs that 
came his way, has finally reached its cli- 
mactic stage. With music as lover, muse 
and inspiration, he has captured the distil 
lation of art, echoing the message of Kahlil 
Gibran: “the soul of music is of the spirit, 

‚ and her mind is of the heart.” 


E-mail the author at gdormiendo@ya- 
hoo.com 


WEST Gallery features Roy Venera- 
 cion's "Chakras: The Regions of Pow- 
er" on Sept. 16-28 at Glorietta 4, level 
3, Ayala Center, Makati. Combining 
abstraction, spiritual-metaphysical 
meditation and deep psychological 
penetration, Veneracion takes viewers 
intoa 
dreamlike 
VISUAL world that 
ARTS maybea 
x product of 
the suppressed unconscious. Call 
7527028. 
FINALE АП Gallery presents Waling 
Waling Gorospe's "Cultural Fore- 
round" on Sept. 14-26 at 4L Mega- 
тай A. The artist focuses on riveting 
images of cultural minorities, the el- 


ders of Kalinga and Basao. Call 
6342410. 


HAGONOY artist Nilo Badajos will 
mounta show of recent works at the 
lobby of The Podium on Sept. 15-21 
An apprentice of Romulo Galicano, 
Badajos has carved his own niche as 
an impressionist painter of rustic 
landscapes, seashore, sunset and 
farmfolk. A member of Bulacan's 
Lakan Sining, he's a figurative painter 
in the classical tradition who paints 
gentle rural scenes being eroded by 
industrializaion. His show is orga- 
nized by the Art Circle. Call 6333659 


“PAUWI Mula Sa Pastulan," by Nilo Badajos 


NEIL Doloricon holds “Alamat” at 
Mag Nel Quezon City (EJL Center, 
ABS-CBN Compound; 4100995). The 
social realist shows rubbercut prints 
exploring contemporary issues. Rec- 
ognized for his sharp visual allegories 
ої prevailing social realities, Doloricon 
now explores the potential of tradi- 
tional Philippine myths to convey so- 
cial and historical issues. 


BENJAMIN Isla Cabangis, mean- 
while, presents new abstracts at 
Mag:net Gallery Makati (Paseo de 
Roxas and Sedeno St; 8177895). 
"Imprint" testifies to the artist's explo- 
rations of texture as a formal signifier 
of memory, historical allusions, and 
nostalgia. The artist applies various 
two-dimensional and sculptural pro: 


“ТО Your Unconscious 
Hallucinatory State,” by Roy 
Veneracion 


cesses from the traditional technique. 
о! glazing to more contemporary re- 
courses, such as scraping, incising, 
and producing imprints on canvas. 


SHANGRI-LA Plaza's Art Plaza is 
holding the one-man show of Parket 
Encisa until Sept. 23. It wil be fol- 
lowed by "Quadro," an exhibit by Nor- 
‘man Dreo, Offe Maria, Harris Bagtas 
‘and Aner Sebastian from Sept. 24 to 
Oct 6. The exhibits are held at the 
Arlistree of Art Plaza on level 4. Call 
6337851. 


GALERIA de las Islas mounts “Buhay 
Pinoy sa Kahoy” by Frank Gajo and 
Fred Lava until Sept. 28 at the third 
floor, Silahis Center, 744 Gen. Luna. 
St. Intramuros. Manila The exhibit 


features the artists recent works us- 
ing Philippine hardwood in rendering 
Philippine scenes, genre figures and 
religious icons. 


NINA Chanco Libatique recently 
mounted an exhibition of works enti- 
led "Being/Not Seen, а Myopic Reali- 
ty Series” at the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines. The exhibit revolved 
around the concept of construct- 
ing/creating paintings that also func- 
tion as projection tools. 


winning pieces. 


ОН-ТНЕ-БРОТ painting sessions 
‘with the Painters Club of the Philip- 
pines have been a regular activity of 
Galeria de las Islas. The artists who 
participated in the recently held ses- 
sion were Jes Garcia, Domeng Labor- 
до, Roland Santos, Nik Masangcay Jr 
and Ronald Cortez. Galeria de las islas 
is open to ай interested parties who 
wouid like to sponsor the group in an 
‘on-the-spot painting session. Call 
5272113 or e-mail gale- 
ria@silahis.com. 


ART INFORMAL (277 Connecticut St, 
Greenhills East) wil hold the work- 
shop, "The Visual Alphabet: A Basic 
Understanding of the Visual Elements 
for Greater Appreciation of the Visual 
Language.” Artist Jose John Santos 
Їй wi facilitate the lecture-workshop 
starting Sept. 18. The workshop will 
топ for eight Saturdays until Nov. 6. 
Call 7258518 or e-mail artinfor- 
‘mal@yahoo.com. 


“JOSE,” by 


magazine. 


Sept. 4. The competition 


ney Co. 


Art Attack competition 
Ramon 
These teams will move 


the Museo Pambat: 


worth of prizes. 


AND THE WINNERS are... The team leaders hold up their 


Art Attack comes to town 


ART Attack, the popular show 
on Disney Channel, is now ina 


Some 40 teams representing 
different schools joined the Big 
‘Art Attack competition last 


the launch of the magazine "Art. 
Attack Magazine,” which is 
available in all National Book- 
stores and is published by 
Marathon Publishing Co. Inc., 
via a licensing agreement with 
Fun Characters Inc., the mar- 
keting licensee of the Walt Dis- 


‘Twenty teams were chosen 
during the first phase of the Big 


Magsaysay Center. 


the second phase on Sept. 18 at 
where 10 
teams will be chosen to com- 
pete in the Big Ап Attack finals 
at the Alabang Town Center on 
Oct. 2. At stake is P100,000 


PHOTOS Gv ROGERCARRO 


uU 
* JUDGES И Quimpo- 
us Paredes, editor of Art 
X) Attack Magazine, Nina 
“si Lim-Yuson, Museo 


‘yp ^4 minute briefing from 
organizer Rita Neri 
(Gecond from right), 


‘The competition. is supported 
by Smart Kid, Del Monte Pizza 
Sauce, National Bookstore, 
Sunkist, Selecta Moo Milk, Swift 
and Baby Magazine. It is orga- 
nized by Rita Neri. 

marks Тһе Magsaysay Center 
turned into а mini-art gallery, 
as the various artworks were 
put on display. The judges, led 
byarchitect Bong Recio, Museo 
Pambata executive director Ni- 
па Lim-Yuson and Art Attack 
editor Jil Quimpo-Paredes 
said they were impressed with 
the works of the children, who 
used recycled materials, 

То further tap into the cre- 
ative talents of Filipino chil- 
dren, a mini arts and crafts ses 
sion was held with Arlene Sin 
and Jun Gonzales. 

The Big Art Attack competi- 
tion is expected to instill the 
value of recycling in children 
by requiring them to use com: 
mon materials and reusable 
ones, 


at the 


on to 
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MAIQUI Mariosa. 
and Graham 
Lustig will restage 
the ballet. 


. in ballet premieres Sept. 16 


CHOREOGRAPHY is by Thomas P: 


This conductor plays 
the music of survival 


By Pablo A. Tariman 
Contributor 


ITH the fiscal crisis, 
it is obvious that 
the countrys na- 


tional orchestra needs to tap 
investors to ensure its sur- 
vival. And so asked what he 
would tell investors, new 
Philippine Philharmonic mu- 
sic director Eugene Е Castil- 
lo replied: “I will tell them 
that investment in the arts 
has existed since the begin- 
ning of time." 

Castillo cited the words of Kenney 
inscripted on the tablets in the face of 
Kennedy Center, where he worked as 
conductor for the National Symphony 
for two years: “After the dust of cen- 
turies has passed over our cities, I be- 
lieve that we too shall be remem- 
bered not for our defeats and victo- 
ries in war or polities but for our con- 
tribution to the human spirit.” 

Castillo added: "So when Philip- 
pine Congress allocates something 
for the CCP and the PPO, they should 
do so in the firm belief in the power of 
the arts to immortalize Philippine cul- 
ture forever.” 

‘Two months before the opening of 
the PPO season, Castillo has been re- 
hearsing the orchestra and trying out 
new programs. 

“I's been fantastic working with 
the orchestra,” he said. “Everyone is 
willing to leam, we are getting to 
know each other better and we are 
having a nice time.” 

Before the PPO, Castillo conducted 
the San Miguel Philharmonic Orches- 
tra for Cecile Licad. Castillo was an 
instant sensation in the all-Ravel or- 
chestral assignment 

“НЕ presence in Manila will make a 
big difference for the national orches- 
tra,” said Licad. "He is very musical, 
very precise and yet very innovative 
and daring, He is one of the most satis- 
fying conductors I have worked with. 

Before Castillo and Ruggero Barbi- 
eri, there was Oscar Yatco, now a Ger- 
man citizen based in Hannover; Fran- 
cisco Feliciano (now a full-time edu- 
cator and composer), occasionally 
Basilio Manalo (founder of Manila 
Symphony Orchestra Ш) and Chino 
Toledo (once with the Cebu Philhar- 
тото). 

‘The PPO was founded by violinist 
Luis Valencia only in 1973; it is only 
six years older than the Singapore 
Symphony. 

Before rhis, the real gem of a 
Philippine orchestra was the Manila 
Symphony Orchestra (MSO); found- 
ed in 1932 by an Austrian, Alexander 
Lippay, and sustained before and af- 
ter the Japanese Occupation by an- 


THE PHILIPPINE Ballet Theatre 
is set to enthrall ballet lovers yet 
again with the full-length ballet 
“Madame Butterfly” at the CCP 
this September. 

Choreographed by Thomaz 
Pazik to the music of Giacomo 
Puccinis opera, the production 
will feature the Philippine Philhar- 
monic Orchestra under the baton 
of its newiy installed musical di- 
rector, Eugene Frederick Castillo. 

World-renowned Filipina balle- 
rina Maiqui Mafiosa returns to the 
Philippines with Graham Lustig to 
restage the ballet for the PBT 
Lustig is an award-winning and i 
temationally recognized choreog- 
rapher and teacher, whose ballets 
have been performed in four conti- 
ments. 

"Madame Butterfly” is the story 
of a young geisha's love for an 
American naval officer and his ul- 
timate betrayal. 

Pazik choreographed the ballet 
and had his favorite dancer, 


Maiqui Mafiosa, dance the lead 
role of Cio-Cio San during its 
world premiere in Manila in 1991. 
On his death bed, he bequeathed 
the ballet по Maiqui, who 
promised him that she'd let it be 
known by the world. 

“Madame Butterfly” opens at 
the CCPs Tanghalang Nicanor 
Abelardo on Sept. 16 at8 p.m. The 
show will run until Sept. 19, with 
matinee shows on Sept. 18 and 19 
at 3 pm. Tickets are available at 
the CCP Box Office, TicketWorld 
and the PBT for P600 (orchestra 
center), P500 (orchestra side), 
P200 (balcony D), and P100 (bal- 
cony ID. Upper box tickets are 
P1,000, lower box P2,000 and 
pariere boxes are P4000. Stu- 
dents get a 50-percent discount on 
‘orchestra and box seats, while se- 
nior citizens get 20-percent off. 

Call the PBT office at 6328848, 
the CCP Box Office at 8321125 
loc. 1409 or TicketWorld at 
8919999. 


PHILIPPINE Philharmonic music 
director Eugene Е. Castillo. 


other Austrian, Herbert Zipper. 

But with state subsidy and regular 
venue given to PPO, the MSO died a 
natural death in the late "805. The 
name was later acquired by a new en- 
semble of young players trained by 
Manalo who baptized the group as 
the MSO TI. 

Outside Metro Manila, the Cebu 
Philharmonic Orchestra (later named 
Peace Philharmonic) was formed. But 
because of financial problems, most 
of its members left for better pay at 
the SMPO. The MSO II and Peace 
Philharmonic have become inactive. 

Another orchestra, the Manila Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra, founded by for- 
mer PPO oboe player Rodel Colme- 
mar, came into the picture with its 
members coming mainly from school 
orchestras and retirees from the PPO 
and MSO. 


New blood 

In between rehearsals, Castillo is 
upgrading the PPO website, planning 
to use the texting craze to improve 
musical education, and drawing up а 
PPO chamber series. He is also filling 
up vacancies with young but profi- 


_ cient string players. “It's very exciting 


because it's a chance to put new blood 
into those vacant chairs," he said. 

‘Thus far, only the PPO (which has 
state subsidy) and San Miguel (which 
has solid corporate support) are as- 
sured of funding. 

But the state subsidy for the CCP 
and its orchestra is running out and 
the national orchestra needs to tap 
other sources of funding. The CCP 
yearly allocation of P200 million has 
been reduced to P90 million, just 
enough to cover its operations. 

Castillo says there is nothing new 
about orchestras facing funding prob- 
Jems. 

“Any orchestra is faced with that, 
but I am optimistic,” he said. “I think 


it was Sir George Solti (conductor of 
the Chicago Symphony) who re- 
marked that the ideal orchestral situ- 
ation is living on French money (gov- 
emment support), London audience 
and the Chicago ‘Symphony. Some- 
day, Га like to be able to say that the 
ideal situation in Manila is French 
money, Manila audience and the 
Philippine Philharmonic.” 

The new PPO conductor wants 
more corporate support of music. 

“One important thing to remem- 
bez" he explained, “ is that when a 
corporation or a firm lends its name 
in support of a worthy project like 
sustaining classical music in society 
ог making children's concert avail 
able whatever the cost would be, the 
community will remember those 
more than the impact of a TV com- 
mercial or a print advertisement. For 
instance, when an Internet company 
decides to support the chamber series 
of the PPO and appeal to post-college 
audiences, they will most likely get 
clients from that sector. When a bank 
supports a children concert series or 
concerts for the disabled, they will re- 
member that bank when their friends 
and relatives decide to open new ac- 
counts.” 

Told that concert attendance had 
not been encouraging, Castillo said 
that he had reached out to various 
sectors in Sacramento, especially to 
the young 

How then can a national orchestra 
attract the funding it deserves? 

“The orchestra has to be accessible 
and should be doing things beyond 
the walls of the Cultural Center. 1 
have mentioned our plans to perform 
for medical missions, annual concerts 
for peace in Mindanao and a chamber 
series for young college and post-col- 
lege age. I am also planning ideas for 
rush-hour concerts for those stuck in 
traffic. They have to experience con- 
certs in a demystified way. I will go 
ahead to show that the orchestra is 
not just for the elite. It is for the gen- 
eral public.” 

So what is in store for Manila’s mu- 
sic lovers in the PPO season, which 
opened Sept. 107 

"You will find something a little bit 
new, little bit unfamiliar, a little bit 
familiar and most of all, our beloved 
Filipino compositions old and new. If 
you come for Brahms, you will be ex- 
cited by the (Angel) Pena. Ifyou come 
for Benjamin Britten, you might end 
up falling in love with Moussorgsky. If 
you come for Beethoven, you might 
‘end up with a whole different view of 
English music and who Sir Michael 
Tippet was. They can expect to come 
for one thing and be surprised by the 
other. You can fall in love with the 
Brahms symphony all over again and 
hear Barber’s Adagio for Strings in a 
new light no matter in how many 
movies you have heard it from.” 


‘THE SAN Miguel Master Chorale with the San Miguel Philharmonic Orchestra 


Is the Pinoy artist global? 


By Amadis Ma. Guerrero 
Contributor 


SIAN artists are rising in the inter- 

A= scene. But how fares the 

Filipino artist? Why is he/she being 

left behind or, at least, not at the same level 
as other Asians? 

"These were the themes and issues pan- 

elists and audience (mostly students) grap- 


| pled with during “Sining Taktakan,” a 


monthly forum of the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines, held recently at the Grand 
Boulevard Hotel. 

The resource speakers were National 
Artist Eddie Romero, the film director; sculp- 
tor Jose TenceRuiz, choreographer Enrico 
Labayen, who spent 35 years abroad; Cebu 
educator Flordeliza Abanto, and Eugene 
Castillo, incoming music director of the 
Philippine Philharmonic Orchestra (PPO) 


| and а Filipino-American from Sacramento, 


California. 

Moderator Ed Cabagnot, who heads the 
„ССР Film Division, set the tone when he de- 
dared that there is a “fantastic revival" in 
Asian arts, with Korean cinema landing on 
the covers of Time and Newsweek, and inter- 
national sales of Asian movies on the up- 
swing. After Avellana and then Brocka, 
Cabagnot asked, what happened to the Fil- 
ipino artist? 

In the ensuing interaction, a lot of reasons 
on why Pinoy artists are lagging behind be- 
low par surfaced. 

For sculptor Tence-Ruiz, it all boils down 
10 excellence and compromise: "We have our 
own idea of excellence. Working here imme- 
diately colors you. We should not compro- 
mise (оо much." He cited colleagues Ramon 
Опа and Impy Pilapil for having produced 
innovative and significant works of interna- 
tional caliber. As for international awards, 
these tend to be “political” in nature. 

‘Conductor Castillo called attention to the 
fact that many Filipino musicians have 
moved abroad and mentioned acclaimed so- 
prano Rachelle Gerodias, who is now “audi- 
tioning all over Europe.” He asked, “Why 
can't the PPO have artists flocking to it? Why 
are Filipinos flying away?” 

“ts financial,” Abanto said. “They don't 
get the breaks here, Some Filipinos are nor 
ready for a higher form of art, so we have to 
‘educate them (the children) at an early age. 
Art has become avante-garde, The govem- 
ment has to step in." 

То this, Tence-Ruiz noted that the govem- 
ments ССР Outreach Program is “very signif- 
icant.” CCP vice president Nanding Josef 


confirmed that there is a very large govem- 
ment network in support of the arts “but ku- 
lang pa” (not enough). He called for 
“karangalan” (honor) in the ants, “self-love 
and love of others.” 

‘A member of the audience observed that 
there are outstanding Filipino artists who are 
а success abroad, like pianist Cecile Licad, 
tenor Otoniel Gonzaga, and singer Lea Sa- 
longa. But, by and large, Filipino artists stil 
lack a "formula" that would make the inter- 
national community sit up and take notice. 

То this, Castillo indicated that Filipino 
artists lack "fire." He quoted from a favorite 
poem of Robert Frost: *... rom what I've tast- 
ed of desire/I hold with those who favor fire." 
And the conductor asked: “Where is the fire 
(of Filipino artists)?” 

Choreographer Labayen lamented the 
“famine in good art," drew a distinction be- 
tween art and entertainment: "Art can enter- 
tain bur entertainment is not ar." 

Director Romero disagreed: "Art and en- 
tertainment do meet. If you influence only 
one person (through art or entertainment), 
thatSall it needs. That person might be presi- 
dent (someday). 1 consider myself an enter- 
tainer, sometimes not very good. I can only 
do with what I have.” 

Warming up to his theses, Romero said 
“there's a new wave of globalization but 
globalization has always been around, The 
only value worth developing is self-reliance, 
self-respect. We have no shortage of talented 
people but we have not developed an audi- 
ence (for films). Government should not just 
reduce taxes but eliminate all taxes, and pay 
the penalty. Government feels it is (movies 
are) entertainment, non-essential.” 

In the summing up, Labayen said "there is 
obvious discontent with ourselves. We are 
victims of racism and that’s how they (the 
US? the advanced countries?) want it" 
Castillo opined that the forum opened “a can 
of worms. You feel frustrated, good. To think, 
explore, to be creative. You (students) have 
that.” 

Abanto urged critical thinking so as to cor- 
ect wrongs, and raise “influence to a better 
level" Tence-Ruiz counseled patience, 50 
that we will “see ourselves in the process." 
"The achievements of our people (rice ter- 
races) and other peoples (pyramids) should 
also be studied, 

Romero intoned: “Self-evaluation is the 
beginning of creation.” 

‘And hopefully—someday if not soon—all 
this will make us competitive with the other 
Asian artists who are now, almost en masse, 
reaping laurels in the international scene? 
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BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're enormously persevering. When you want something. you don't let up until you get it. You 
have excellent powers of concentration. Because you focus your energy so intensely, i's important to double-check 
whatever you embrace (physically ог ideologically). All kinds of new, fresh, exciting avenues open up for you this year. 
Birthdate of: Nell Carter, actress; Jean Smart, actress; Roald Dahl, author. 
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By Gibbs Cadiz 

OT many people may know 

about it, but once upon a 
time Makati had a premier 
performance venue that was as 
modern for its time as the stages at 
the Cultural Center of the Philip- 
pines, and had the historical and 
artistic cache to match them. 

Built in 1968, the Mother Rose Auditori- 
um at Assumption College in San Lorenzo 
Village, Makati, was designed by National 
Artist Pablo Antonio. Despite not being air- 
conditioned, it was renowned for its acous- 
tics and was the only auditorium in Makati 
equipped with a flying scenery mechanism 
for its stage productions. 

"The auditorium was the venue for count- 
less plays, musical productions, reunion 
programs, recitals and graduations—which 
is saying much, considering that Assump- 
tion's illustrious alumnae include such van- 
guards of Philippine art and culture as film- 
makers Marilou Diaz-Abaya and Ramona 
Diaz (“Imelda”); painter Aida Cui; balleri- 
nas Maritoni Rufino and Sofia Zobel; pi- 
anists Leonor Kilayko and Nena Del 
Rosario-Villanueva; former Peta artistic di- 
rector Maribel Legarda; singers Joey Albert 
and Pinky Valdez (who recently released a 
CD of inspirational songs called “Sandal- 

and noted stage actor-director Ana 
Valdes-Lim. 

Not to mention former senator Loren 
Legarda and President Macapagal Arroyo 
herself, as well as society icons such as Tessa 
Prieto-Valdes and Judy Araneta Roxas, who 
currently chairs the school's alumnae asso- 
ciation. 


Wear and tear 

‘Thirty-five years is а long time for a the- 
ater to survive, and in the case of a worka- 
day school facility like Mother Rose, that 
meant making do while the harsh tropical 
climate and regular use by students and 
parents year in and year out steadily wore it 
down. 

“It was still functional, but not comfort- 
able anymore,” says Sr. Josefina Magat, RA 
(Religious of the Assumption), president of 
the school. “The wooden flooring was апа) 
infested, and eventually it wasn't conducive 
anymore even for masses.” 

Its deterioration inconvenienced several 
alumnae so much during a recent reunion 
that a project has been launched to reno- 
vate Mother Rose Hall and bring it to 21st- 
century conditions. Even better, the new 
hall will become home to a new theater or- 
ganization called Meta (Marie Eugenie The- 
ater of the Assumption), to be run by 
Valdes-Lim. 

“It will be like Dulaang UB" Valdes-Lim 
explains, “а student-based theater group 
but also using professional actors. Our goal 
is to come up with productions that would 
raise the consciousness of our girls, first of 
all, and the public in general.” 

Conventional wisdom has it that the typi- 
cal Assumptionista is sheltered, lady-like 
and dainty—but also, given her typically 
well-off pedigree, sosyal and flighty. The 
school is often seen as a high-end finishing 
school for girls of the elite. 

Sister Josefina, who comes from an ac- 
tivist congregation that emphasizes expo- 
sure to and involvement in social flux (“Ме 
are an outgoing congregation. We don't 
have grills. We were almost not approved by 
the Pope,” she says, laughing), thinks that 
enduring rep is belied by the number of As- 
sumption alumnae who have made their 
mark as committed artists, professionals 
and leaders in society. 

Where, after all, would they find that 
spark except in the fertile environment of 
their formative years? 

Thus, new generations of young Assump- 
tionistas assure that the school has its for- 
mative work cut out for it, And if Sister Jose- 
fina and Valdes-Lim will have their way, the- 
aterwill bea crucial plank of that mission. 

“Ic will hopefully complete the education 
of our students by providing them a more 
holistic experience,” explains Sister Josefi- 
na, “Our girls are so sheltered and protect- 
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ед, but we have to address issues of today 
and make them more passionate and social- 
ly aware. Theater can be a springboard for 
exploring these issues, and other disciplines 
in the campus can then just pick them up.” 


Treacly theater 

No, Valdes-Lim adds, it's not going to be 
treacly religious theater meant only to 
make manangs out of impressionable young 
girls. 

"The challenge for us is to choose the 

ight material. We will do both classics and 
modern works, but preferably those that 
would address issues of today, such as inclu- 
sivity, women's rights, gender tolerance. I'm 
hoping the theater arts will cultivate that 
kind of sensitivity,” she says. 

The cosmopolitan Valdes-Lim is perhaps 
the best person to helm this fledgling the- 
ater group. A graduate of the famed Juil- 
liard School in New York (its products in- 
clude Robin Williams, Kevin Spacey, 
William Hurt and Kevin Kline), she has had 
extensive acting and directing credits over- 
seas, is a popular acting teacher with some 


well-received CCP productions under her 
belt ("Middle of Silence,” Dracula"), and 
has been chosen one of 100 outstanding 
alumni in Juilliard's centennial commemo- 
rative magazine. 

“With Ana around; Meta would be a very 
good vehicle to develop our young talents 
while remaining true to our Assumption 
values,” says Sister Josefina. 

Мега first production, now in the plan- 
ning stage, is a musical about Mother Marie 
Eugenie Milleret de Breu, the progressive . 
RA founder and a candidate for canoniza- 
tion. The original music will be commis- 
sioned, with the show going up in the new 
auditorium that’s now rising on the rubble 
ofthe old one. 

Assumption's alumnae association is 
spearheading the construction to the tune 
of P36 million, with about P11.7 million 
pitched in by the school. The rest is being 
raised through sponsorships (seats in the 
1,600-seater auditorium are being “sold” at 
P20,000 each) and donations. Valdes-Lim is 
happy to note that all front and aisle seats 
have been sold out. 

By the end of the year, the new theater de- 
signed by Rene Jasareno (who also de- 
signed the 2,000-seater Assumption Antipo- 
Jo auditorium) will be operational. It will 
provide not only a ready venue for student- 
faculty activities, but more importantly, will 
be rented out as a new, intimate and thor- 
oughly modern performance destination in 
the heart of the Makati area. 

Its greatest role, nonetheless, is clear-cut: 
to provide young Assumption girls the plat- 
form to explore the worlds of art and ideas 
and, perhaps in the process, discover them- 
selves. 

"Even if our students don't end up as fa- 
mous artists, as many of them have, what's 
more important is they interiorize their ed- 
ucation through theater,” says Sister Josefi- 
na. "If they can say, ' ve become more self- 
aware, I've become a better person’ because 
of the issues we raise, then we've done our 
part. We can then help them make good 
choices.” 

Or, as Valdes-Lim puts it, “We just do what 
we have to do, and hopefully the product 
will speak for itself." 


E-mail the author at gcadis@inquir- 
er.com.ph 
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Madz carries on winning tradition under new master 
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‘THE PHILIPPINE Madrigal Singers after winning both in the polyphony and habanera 
categories at the 50th Certamen International de Habanera y Polifonia in Spain 
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By Antonio C. Hila 
Contributor. 


STAGING a homecoming concert 
after winning in an international 
choral competition has become a 
tradition for the Philippine Madri- 
gal Singers. 

Although with the numerous top prizes it 
has won for the past years, capped by the 
Grand Prix in the European Choral Competi- 
tion in 1997, it's bringing home the bacon, so 
to speak, after an international choral compe- 
tition has become almost a matter of course. 

Recently, at the SOth Certamen Interna- 
tional de Habanera y Polifonia, an interna- 
tional choral tilt in Torrevieja, Spain, the 
Madz bested some 22 participants to win first 
prizes in both the “Habanera” and "Polyphon- 
ic” categories. The prizes are the first the 
group won after its 1997 win in the most pres- 
tigious choral competition, which prohibited 
it from joining an international choral contest 
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New steward 

For new choirmaster Mark Anthony A. Car- 
pio, to whom National Artist Maestra Andrea 
О. Veneracion, venerable founder and choir- 
master of фе Madz, entrusted the steward- 
ship of the group, the victory in Spain con- 
firmed his capability to continue the Madz's 
tradition of great choral singing. 

‘At the Cultural Center of the Philippines, 
Carpio sat recently on the leftmost chair of 
the magical semi-circle and led the Майа in 
displaying its winning form before an appre- 
ciative audience that had grown through the 
years. 

Та Carpio's hands, the group's choral excel- 
lence remains untarnished. It continues to 
glow, touching the hearts of listeners and mo- 
mentarily lifting their spirits in the face of to- 
day's mounting hardship. 

Needless to say the centerpieces of the pro- 
gram were the three habanera pieces: “A Tu 
Lado," “Niña Merse,” and “Tu,"—composition 
and lyrics by Javier Justo/Matias Anton 
Mena, Federico Morena Torroba/Manuel 
Tamayo, and E. Sanchez Fuentes/Fernan 
Sanches, respectively. They were arranged by 
Manuel Massotti Littel. 

The pieces were rendered handsomely, in 
utmost legate manner with a pronounced 
graceful pulsation, notwithstanding the surg- 
ing notes in the high register of one of the 
songs. The undulation throbbed suavely, not 
as pointedly bouncy as our habanera, a Latin 
American form we acquired from’ mother 
Spain. 


Beating the 'inventors" 

Curiously, the Madz defeated a choir from 
Cuba where the habanera originated (it was 
named after Havana, the capital, famous for 
its cigars). It has definitely become part of the 
Madz tradition of great singing to beat the 
choir of the country where a contest piece 
originates. 

Madz, of course, has bested several choirs 
from Europe where choral singing originated 
(the form was vaguely known in the Philip- 
pines before colonial times) 

It takes a high-caliber choir to interpret 
Francisco Feliciano's contemporary ethnic 
piece, "Pamugan," that was part of Madz's pro- 
gram in the competition. Needless to say, virtu- 
sity is another aspect of the Madz greatness. 

As the new choirmaster of the Madz, Car- 
pio has his work cut out for him keeping the 
group's reputation unblemished. But there is 
no doubting his ability to maintain the Madz's 
hallmark of excellence that his mentor, Maes- 
tra Veneracion, had established during her di- 
rectorship. 


Improvements needed 

Some details still need polishing, such as 
voicing or blending of individual and section- 
al voices to ensure an impeccable sense of 
tonal balancing. Mention must also be made 
of intonation, which occasionally gets out of 
bounds 

‘The members’ soloist caliber also has to be 
honed through the combined effort of the 
singers and their choirmaster. In the past, the 
Madz was known for the sterling caliber of its 
soloists. There is no doubt that, in time, the 
present crop of Madz choristers will also 
achieve this. 

Опе whole, one is heartened to note that 
Carpio has ably kept the sensibility that is 
overwhelmingly Madz in essence. It is certain 
he will keep the Madz's tradition of excellent 
choral singing alive. 

Meanwhile, Jonathan Velasco, another ti- 
tan in choral music, has earned the esteem of 
choristersat the recent Sth Taipei Internation- 
al Choral Festival. A former Madz member 
who now conducts the Ateneo Chamber 
Singers, Velasco served in the faculty of the 
festival 

Velasco was featured in an issue of the Tai: 
wan News. He rehearsed the Festival Choir 
for Ryan Cayabyab’s "Te Deum” and Leonard 
Bernstein's "Chichester Psalms." 

Velasco was also a member of the jury in 
the recent World Choral Olympics in Bremen, 
Germany. He has been invited to be in the jury 
of a forthcoming international choral compe- 
tition in Marktoberdorf, Germany, where the 
Madz won first prize in 1989. Velasco, who 
teaches at the Asian Institute for Liturgy and. 
Music, will also sit in the jury of the Interna 
tional Brahms Competition in Wernigerode, 
Germany. 

Soprano Alegria Ferrer and tenor Jonathan 
Badon bagged this year's Aliw Awards for Best 
Classical Performer in the female and male 
categories, respectively. 
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By Cora Llamas 
Contributor 


FORGET the feel-good ending of 
that Hollywood blockbuster 
"Troy" which saw the escape 
from the burning city of doomed 
lovers Paris and Helen, princess 
Andromache and her infant, and. 
other survivors. 

As some critics who had 
panned the movie put it, the 
Greek playwrights who had made 
classics out of the fates of the con- 
querors and losers alike would 
have turned in their graves, cry- 
ing sacrilege over the destruction 
of their visions and violation of 
copyright. 

"Troyanas," Tanghalang 
Pilipino's (TP) Filipino adapta- 
tion of Euripides’ “Trojan Wom- 
en,” will at least set the record 
right, All the men of the once glo- 
rious walled city were slaugh- 
tered. Nobody, except for Aeneas 
and his aged father, made it outto 
one day build Rome. 

Helen (Кайа Aguilos), who 
triggered the 10-year war, is re- 
united with her husband 
Menelaus (Richard Cunanan). 
The Trojan princesses, including 
the lovely, noble Andromache 
(Shamaine ^ Centenera-Buenca- 
mino), are handed out as concu- 
bines to the lusty Greek generals. 
Hectors 7-year-old son, Astyanax, 
is hurled screaming to his death 
from Troy's highest towers. 


Imperious queen А 
The focal point of this tragedy 
is the one character the movie 
conveniently left out: the imperi- 
ous Trojan queen Hecuba 
(Madeleine Nicolas alternating 
with Divina Cavestany)—bloody 
yet unbowed, never losing her 
dignity and majesty 
despite the tumult 
around her. 
"Hecuba was an 


The play opens with all the 
women huddled in a barbed con- 
centration camp, the evening 
gowns they had been wearing the. 
night before in celebration of the 
apparent departure of the Greek 
army now in tatters. Hecuba, de- 
spite seeing the genocide of her 
people and the murder of her 
family, remains clear-headed and 
calm, mustering strength to pro- 
vide a tenuous thread of hope for 
the surviving women. 

“It is the mother who advises 
the- daughter-in-law, Andro- 
mache, to forget the dead son, 
and her [own child], Cassandra, 
to make her master Menelaus fall 
in love with her. When the storm 
is too strong, you flow with the 
sorrow, rather than be swallowed 
bythe waves,” says Cavestany. 

The one thing that finally 
breaks down Hecuba's steely 
calm is the execution of her 
grandson, whom she had envi- 
sioned as a future avenger who 
would restore Troy's lost glory. 
However, while the traditional 
Euripides play has а grieving 
Hecuba leading out her sheep in 
resignation, director Josefina Es- 
trella converts what would have 
been a final blow into a seething 
rage that galvanizes the audience 
‘with its anti-war message. 

Estrella explains, "In the classi- 
cal version, she wanted to die and 
runs to the flames, but is stopped 
[by the soldiers). [Our ending is] 
more revolutionary and pala- 
ban.” 

‘The director departs a lot from 
the traditional interpretation, 
which has the protagonists end- 
lesly weeping, “Woe is me, why 
did the gods allow this?’ 125 really 
boring. These [characters] are 


intelligent woman 
who counsels and 
strategizes. You must 
remember that her 
husband Priam was a 
strong king and Troy 
was a prosperous 
[nation-state] for a 
long time,” Caves- 
tany describes her 
character. “И it is 
true] that the mother 
lives in her children, 
she raised a hero, 
Hector, and a 
prophetess, Cassan- 
dra." 
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Burst with ife this SEPTEMBER at the Stars! 
Indulge in an array of health and beauty láxury ~ 
spa, makeover, herbal and organic foods, 
There's also lots of cool entertainment 
for the young once and the young ones. 
Be beautiful, be well; and celebrate 
GRANDPARENTS! DAY! 


STARMALL 


he 
1/4 

Kids Fun Day" 
‘Fun & games featuring 
Drum & Lyre Exhibition, 


Games & Мавсов Parade 
2pm 


6-10 
“Stone Art Exhibit” 

by Kim, Ki Chul 

World Tour by Intemational Youth 
Fellowship ol Korea 

in celebration of Philippine Korean 
Friendship Week > 

rd Level Starplus Function Hal 


2 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY 
“Siar si Lolo at Lola Duet 
Singing Competition" 
‘4pm, 2nd level, Tradehall 


2618 

"FOR THE LOVE OF BEAUTY" 

Hair à Beauty Expo 

14 Наи Cutting Demo 
Haircut Price-Off 
FREE HAIRCUT TO 
FIRST 100 grandparents 
(Firs-come, first-served) 
dpm-Tom 
Hair Coloring & 
Rebonding Demo 
FREE Make-over 
(ake up Denanstaton 
"ЕЕ Skin Analysis 

Fashion Show by 
'Hairdressersand = 
Cosmetologists 
Association of the 
Philippines (НАСАР) 
брт, 2nd Level, Tradehall 


25 

WORKING OUT with, 
JACKIE LOU BLANCO 
‘4pm, 2nd Level, Tradehall 


: Wednesdays & Fridays 
Cool Acoustics 
T pm, 3rd Level, Bridgeway, 


st xmall 


ov 


METROPOLIS STAR 
ALABANG 


5 

“Holiday Melodie: 

A Drum & Lyre Exhibition 
‘of Christmas Carol 

by Bul Cavaliers 


Starland Musical Puppet Show 
Starland Тпетера & Resor 
4th Level 


и \ 


HANDOG NG SMART SA, 
PAMILYANG PILIPINO 

with Chynna Ortaleza, 

Brad Turvey, Nading Samonte 
& Tyrone Perez / 

Hosted by Dang/Roxanne” Cruz 
10am, 4th Level, Tradehali 


12 

GRANDPARENTS' DAY 
Starland Search for 

72004 iol Ko si Lolo at Lola" 
Starland Themepark & Resort 


p 


17 

Ethel Booba & Kaye Brosas in 
“RATED BOOBA" 

4pm, 4th Level, Tradehall * 


9 
‘STAR IDOL GRAND FINALS 
‘pm, th Level, Tradehall 


Starland Special Dog Show 

& Best in Animal Costume Contest 
Starland Themepark & Resort 
4th Level 


24:26 
“ALL ABOUT HER" 
Beauly Fair 2004 

4th Level, Tradehall 


STARMALL 
LAS PIÑAS 


4 
Star Idol Semi-Finals 
Арт, 2nd Level, Activity Hub 


430 
“Painting Expressions” 
Grand Ei Las Piñas 
Arist Society 

rid Level, Acphity Hub 


143 
FIGAROS FIRST 
‘ANNIVERSARY BASH 
[Nights of Enchanting Music 
T Soothing Sax 

Во Strings of Foor 
`g Classical Strums 
10 Modem Acoustic Jam „7 
1 eCAFÉda 
12. Lounge Music 
13 — Figaro Night 


2 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY 
"Grandparents Day-Out 
Variety Show" 

4pm, 2nd Level, Activity Hub + 


21:26 

АРАШ ТО REMEMBER 

by Vision & Foresight 

Beauty and Wellness Week 
1am-8pm, 2nd Level Atty Hub 


Mondays & Tuesdays 
Dencio's Month-ong Anniversary 
Blowout 


For Event Details, Please Call: | 


„Миажогонб 
ALABANG st T 


А 890-9845 


str 
^ 872-5249 5 


HELD ма 


REERESS BO URIENGIDNE 


Rejuvenate your car with Shell iei Motor oils with special cleansing ogents.Get a chance to win spa or oil change gift certificates with every oil changel* 
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Learning the ‘abakada’ becomes a fun game 


“Alphabet Alpabeto” from A to Z. As David herself 
Written and illustrated by Tracy warns in her introduction, it is a 
David word guessing game for children 
Адата House, 2004 and adults, It includes all the 26 
letters of the English alphabet 
By Neni Sta. Romana-Cruz that are also in the new 
Contributor alphabet plus the two extra let- 
ters in the latter—ng and Ше 
YOUNG Paris-based Filipino Spanish ñ. 
graphic designer and art director т. ; 
Тасу del Rosario David was not From ‘abakada’ 
just on her usual balikbayan visit to'alpabeto" 
vinJunelastyear и The curious and the uninitiat- 
She was obsessed with heridea сд may wonder when and how 
iof an extraordinary alphabet the new Filipino alpabeto was 
‘book, which she had been work- transformed to correspond to the. 
ing on after office hours for close English alphabet. 
to а year. She was going to pre- National Artist for Literature 
sent the dummy to children’s virgi Almario, aka Adama 
publishinghousesinManila. House founder and Filipino 
David was not only searching scholar, explains that the evolu- 
for her dream publisher but also нор of the abakada to the alpa- 
needed input on her unconven- beto has nothing to do with the 
tional bilingual approach to the English alphabet, but its being 
alphabet. She wanted an English- more representative of Philippine 
Filipino alphabet book | that languages, The letters-not in the 
would present images and ob- old abakada such as c, j, f are 
jects with names beginning with found in certain languages, 
the same letter, There is nothing predictable 
A year later, we have an avant- about the alphabet book. Consid- 
garde alphabet book that teases ering how much we have сот. 


plained about the “dumbing 
down” of reading materials for 
children, this is a welcome and 
refreshing change. It challenges, 
intrigues, fascinates both young 
and old. 

The book will be a sure suc- 
cess, The game is not easy to play 
and, thoughtfully, a glossary at 
the end of the book provides the 
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answers. But not all the answers, 
because David encourages the 
readers to look for other words 
on pages she deliberately, does 
not identify, but are there await- 
ing discovery. 


Fun and appealing 
It is wonderful that the Philip- 
pines has a book that is as much 


fun and as visually appealing as 
some of today's popular "game" 
books from the West, There is 
Scholastic Books’ “I Spy” series, 
which requires readers to identify 
objects on ahelter-skelter spread, 
George Shannon's "Tomorrow's 
Alphabet” is a deliberately con- 
fusing alphabet. For the letter E 
for instance, it says, "Today's fire, 
Tomorrow's... embers.” 

Every page of David's book is in 
full color. The graphics, comput- 
ergenerated images, reveal in- 
spiration from and influence of 
classical and contemporary art, 
from Matisse to Warhol to today's 
graphic design icons as Paul Rand 
and Takashi Murakami. 

А visual treat and especially 
fascinating is the way the letters 
present themselves—C hangs like 
a noodle on a chopstick, E is seen 
on an elephant's trunk, Y ison the 
face of a spread of yo-yos. Even 
the font style is in keeping with 
the object it represents, 

Some adults may raise their 
eyebrows over the use of words 
not in the usual realm of a child's 
experience, like wasabi for W or 
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ебо for Ñ, etc.—but isn't the 

of a word book to challenge 

and introduce the unfamiliar, to 
increase limited vocabularies? 

Thebook with a launch price of 
P300 is expensive but it is a 
deluxe edition—hard cover, 
thick-coated paper, full color and 
Pages stitched, not stapled or 
glued. Production cost was high 
зо David had her banker father, 
Rey David, as special sponsor. As 
someone observed, if Adarna had 
solely spent for it, “Alphabet Alpa- 
beto” would have exhausted the 
publishing house's budget for the 
year and then some. 

"Tracy David had to find a way 
to have her dream book come 
true. And it is a book which re- 
flects how her talent has been 
nurtured in New York, Manila 
and Paris. 


The book is available at 
"Мав: Ме bookstore-gallery at ЕЛ, 
Селие; ABS-CBN, Quezon City and 
Paseo de Roxas and Sedeno St., 
Makati Citty. 

E-mail the author at nenis- 
rc@hotmail.com 


Laguna power firm help s spread үу pased nurses honor FEU official 
the Education Revolution 


By Andy Saracho The participating schools 
Contributor were: San Juan Elementary 
School, Longos ES, Sitio Ма 
FOR many of the teach- lolon ES and San Antonio ES (in 
ers, it was just one of the Kalayaan; lumban, | Central 


- Wawa ES and Caliraya-Lewin ES 
seminars the Department сај in Lumban); Bulajo Layug ES, 


of Education usually re- Burol ES, Talaongan West ES, 
quired them to attend in Bukal ES, Talaongan East ES and 
preparation for addition-  !neo-awan ES (all in Cavini); Ma- 


ion-  jayjay ES and Bakia-Botocan ES 
al workload to be given Сп Majayjay); and Luisiana ES, 


them іп the future. - San Rafael-San Roque ES, Bonifa- 

But they were attending the со ES, San Antonio ES, San Bue- 
‘Mentoring the Mentors Program naventura ES, San Isidro ES, San 
(MMP). Held for four days at ће Salvador ES and Dela Paz-San 
NPC Camarin Guesthouse in Pablo ES (ай in Luisiana). 
Barangay West Talaongan, Сами With the blessings Кот 
ti, the MMP gathered 34 princi-  pepEd's Laguna Schools Division 
pals, master teachers and teach- Office under superintendent Lilia 

тз from 23 public elementary Т. Reyes, the participants actively 

schools in Laguna for what had participated in the MMP that 
t been. expected to spark a new be- turned out to be “different” from 

ginning—the beginning ofarevo- what they had expected. 

lution, the “Education Revolu- 

tion". Big difference 

By the last day, the new “revo- Тһе “big difference” was deliv- 
lutionaries” had been armed with ered by the effective and convinc- 
new knowledge, skills and tech- та lectures by three charismatic 
niques—ready to go to the battle-  Jadies from FWWPPI. 
field to help win the long-fought ^ Evelyn Mejillano, the national 
battle against poverty. ,, coordinator of FWWPPI's Men- 

As it were, the MMP partici- toring the Mentors Program, pro- 
pants heeded the call todevelopa vided a bird's eye view of “men- 
"social optic,” а social transfor- toring.” 
mation that begins with oneself, Stella "Chinit" Rufino, MMP's 
called Kambio sa Pananaw. Itwas program director, hit the nail on 

‚ a shift of perspectives from an the head by calling on the par 

2 “akin” (mine) to an “atin” (ours) pants for a shift in perspective 
mentality They committed to (Kambio sa Pananaw) toward an 
spread the revolution as soon as “atin mentality as the crucial 
they go back to their own schools starting point in the mentoring 
and communities. process: 

СВК Power Company Ltd., a “To imbibe the atin mentality is 
hydroelectric power producer to take care of the last, the least 
based in Kalayaan, Laguna, and апа the lost. To win, to strive for 
is revolutionary partner, the excellence, but to extend a help- 
Foundation for Worldwide People та hand to those who are left be- 
Power Inc. (FWWPPD, sponsored hind, Armed with this new per- 

and organized the training pro- spective, you will be ready to in- 

ram as a follow-through to the fluence your co-teachers to men- 

Í MMP and Adopt-A-School Pro- tor their students to become bet- 

gram that started last year with ter citizens who care about their 
the local public high schools. ‘community and their nation. 

Public education supportisac- ^ Speaking on "Leadership for 
tually part of CBK Power's corpo- Service,” Rufino reminded partic- 

: rate social responsibility through | ipants that “the call for an Educa- 
its social development program. tion Revolution is a call for 
Under this, ће company now has change in the way we educate the 
41 college scholars, 10 of them in young. It is a call to make lear- 
their junior year in different col- ing go beyond the exercise of im- 
leges and universities in Laguna, parting and acquiring knowl- 
Quezon and Metro Manila. edge. It is a call to develop them 

Participants to the MMP came into leaders who can think criti- 
from five towns surrounding СВК cally, initiate change and stand 
Powers plants and facilities: for their convictions.” 

Kalayaan, Lumban, Cavinti, Ma- Another charismatic 
jayjay and Luisiana. Ongpin Mapa, vice president of 


CHINIT Rufino, Mentoring the 
Mentors program director. 


the Center for Leadership and 
Change Inc., spoke on Stephen 
Covey's “Seven Habits of Highly 
Effective People" and Chiara Lu- 
bich's "art of loving” in her lec- 
ture on "Building Win-Win Rela- 
tionships,” a module that guides 
the participants, as mentors, 
through the process of "invest- 
ing” in relationships. 

Grace Reyes, a young instruc- 
tor in UP Diliman, provided sup- 
port to her “senior” colleagues by 
explaining Celia Adriano's "De- 
signing Effective Instructions” 
and conducting the energizers. 

In the graduation, which 
FWWPPI's president, Мапа Lim 
Ayuyao, honored with her pres- 
епсе, participants lighted candles 
to signify their intention to 
"spread the revolution" as they 
recited their commitment to up- 
grade the quality of education in 
their respective communities as 
"better mentors.” 

The commitments by the pat 
ticipants are a sign that the fou 
day MMP somehow sparked a 
flame that could spread around 
and light Ше path toward a 
brighter future for the country's 
education sector. 

Lin Castro, CBK Power's vice 
president for environment and 
community relations, reaffirmed 
the company’s commitment in 
supporting efforts to upgrade the 
quality of education as а long- 
term solution to poverty in the 
power firm's host communities. 
She raised hopes that CBK Pow- 
ег efforts will help "realize a 
common vision of a better Lagu- 
ma, a better Philippines to live 
in” 


МАМАТ or 


JULY 26- 


29 2004 


NPC CAMONIN сиєстиписе cavi INANA A 
SOME of the principals and master teachers from 23 elementary schools in Laguna at the NPC Camarin 


Guest House, venue of their Mentoring the Mentors sessions, 


DEAN Lydia A. Palay- 
pay, vice president for 
academic affairs of the 
Far Eastern University 
and former dean of the 
FEU Institute of Nurs- 
ing, was honored with a 
tribute last July 30 by 
the FEU Nursing Alum- 
ni Association Founda- 
tion, composed of 
alumni now based in 
the United States. 

The tribute was held during 
the group's 11th annual bienni- 
al reunion at the Marriot Mar- 


quis Hotel on Broadway in 
New York City. 

Palaypay, former vice presi- 
dent for special projects of 
FEU, is the first Filipino mem- 
ber of the board of trustees of 
the Johns Hopkins Program for 
International Education in Re- 
productive Health based in the 
Us. 

Formerly chair of the Techni- 
cal Panel for Nursing Educa- 
tion of the Department of Edu- 
cation, Culture and Sports, and 
co-chair of the Technical Panel 
for Health Professions of the 
‘Commission on Higher Educa- 
tion, Palaypay served as chair 
of the Department of Nursing 


Education and Committee on 
Scholarshipsand Awards of the 
Philippine Nursing Associa- 
tion. 

Palaypay took up nursing at 
the University of the Philip- 
pines and Boston University 
and Master in Nursing at the 
Catholic University of Ameri- 
ca. She had been adviser for 
workers in the Philippine dele- 
gation on the International La- 
Бог Conference in Geneva and 
vice president of the Associa- 
tion of Deans of Philippine 
Nursing Colleges, which re- 
vised the curriculum to make 
itmore competency-based and 
community-oriented. 


Book on campus spirituality out 


MAGIS, Writings on Faith, ! 
Joy, & Love," edited by 
Queena N. Lee-Chua, is a 
collection of writings on 
personal experiences of in- 
dividuals who are part of 
the Ateneo community. In 
moments of sadness or joy, 
of loss or fulfillment, of 
desperation or exhilara- 
tion, the soul that search- 
es for excellence shines 
through. Integral to this 
quest is not only the 
defining experience, but 
more so the reflection 
that comes after it 
"Magis" will tug at your 
heart, comfort you, and 
inspire you. 

The collection in- 
cludes memorable 
pieces such as the vale- 
dictory address of 
Roselle Ambubuyog, 


Carmelo Caluag II, SJ, 
Johnny Sy, SJ, Cathy 
Babao-Guballa, Ruel 
de Vera, and many 
more. : 
Chua is an associate. 
professor of mathe- 
matics and psychology 
at the Ateneo. She 
writes for the Philip- 
pine Daily Inquirer 
Philippine Journal of 
Education and Working 
Mom magazine. She's 
the author of the "Bless- 
ings" series, the "Straight 
Talk” series, "Why be 
Afraid of Math," "Ten 
Outstanding Filipino Sci- 
entists," and "In the Be- 
ginning and Other Scien- 


X А tific Journeys." 


o 


The book is available at 
the Office of Research and 
Publications, Ateneo de 


Y 
ү edito; 
the address of Bien- 5 Queena N. Lee-Chua .: Manila University and 


venido Е Nebres, SJ at 
the Palanca Awards; 
reflections on teaching 
by Danton Remoto, Rene Carva- 
Jal, and Queena Lee-Chua; on 


----- 


writing by Krip Yuson and Larry 
Ypil, on parenting by Maribel 
Dionisio. Other authors include 


War of the widows 


strong women, not just wailing 
Tones], The text really gave the 
actors something to work on.” 


Contemporary approach 

Estrella is using Charles Mee's 
critically acclaimed modern-day 
adaptation of Euripides’ original 
text, Translated into Filipino by 
J.B. Capino, Mee's contemporary 
approach takes the audience into 
the heart of a war they can under- 
stand, where history is retold by 
slobal news agencies and where 
privileged families protect them- 
selves from the rabble’ in plush 
‘country estates. 

Instead of the usual Greek cho- 
mus narrating the events in 
somber staccato, bystanders 
spread the word in panicky gos- 
sip, like witnesses caught by live 
news cameras, "I was there when , 
the Trojan horse opened. " 
"Then the Greeks started coming 
down and set the city on fire... * 
"Did you see how Priam died?.. 

The survivors’ monologues re- 
flect Hecuba's inner strength and 
devastating loss, yet are couched 
in realistic day-to-day longings 
that connect with todays audi- 
ences. 


Estrella enumerates the play's 
final moments: "Andromache re- 
members that, during her mar- 
riage to Hector, the only thing she 
could think of was her dieting 
—not knowing that this is how" 
her life will end.” 

Polyxena, Hecuba's teenage 
and youngest daughter, who will- 
ingly offers herself as a sacrifice 
‘on the grave of the late Greek 
warrior Achilles, admits that she 
"wants to live long” enough to 
figure out the mysteries of fickle 
suitors, 

Cassandra (Tess Jamias alter- 
nating with Diana Malahay) goes 
to her slavery defiantly, knowing 
through her gift of prophecy that 
she will one day kill the Greek 
ruler Agamemnon to the ruin of 
his entire family. “She will still 
fight for Troy, and [her death] 
will at least bring down one 
house.” 

Estrella is careful to preserve 
the myth of Helen, the catalyst in- 
strumental to the city’s siege and 
destruction. "Helen speaks in 
French and English because she's 
а foreigner, Everyone hates her. 
She's often portrayed as the bitch, 
and the beauty that launched a 


Popular Bookstore on Tim- 

og Ave. Call 4265663 or 

4266001 local 5180 to 
5184, or етай orp@ad- 
mu.edu.ph 
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thousand ships, The Mee text 
[shows] Helen as a vamp who 
used her beauty; she can't help it. 
But she's not dumb and is beyond 
the common.” 

Yet, Helen, who points to the 
influence of the Greek goddesses 
as her excuse, is not spared her 
day in court by the fiery former 
queen Hecuba. 

As Cavestany describes the 
confrontation, "Their relation- 
ship is not a simple one. Hecuba 
did feel that her son Paris loved 
Helen and thus supported her 
when she joined him in Troy. (But 
after the war,] Hecuba wants He- 
len dead, regardless of whatever 
closeness they had shared. Their 
confrontation is like a court scene 
where Hecuba refutes point by 
point Helen's self-defense.” 

Hecuba’s arguments тау 
linger long after Helen leaves the 
scene. So will the images of once 
proud women, which the director 
сай the “usual debris of war,” de- 
fiantly marching off to meet their 
final fates. 


Tanghalang Pilipinos  "Troy- 
anas" runs until Sept. 26 at the 
CCP Call 8323661. 
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THE ELAMS Voice Ensemble 


CEU concert 


pays 


tribute to music deans 


THE CENTRO Estolar University 
Alumni Foundation Inc. pays tribute 
to Filipino composers, who were pil- 
lars of the CEU Conservatory of Mu- 
sic, in “Pagpupugay Sa Mga Maestro 
па Centro Escolar,” to be held at the 
GSIS Financial Center, Roxas Blvd., 
Pasay City, on Sept. 18 at 5 p.m. 

То be honored are great Filipino 
composers Alfredo Buenventura, 
Francisco Buencamino St, Felipe 
Padilla de Leon, Antonio J. Molina, 
Lucino T. Sacramento and Lucio San 
Pedro. 

Soprano Camille Lopez-Molipa, 
tenor Pablo Molina and flutist 
Santiago Yangco will interpret o 


nal works and arrangements of the 
masters, together with the Elams 
Voice Ensemble. 

‘At the helm of the project is Dr 
Paz L Lucido, dean of the CEU 
School of Education, Liberal Arts, 
Music and Social Work, and presi- 
dent of the CEU Alumni Foundation. 
Inc., and Dr. Myrna A. Lopez, Elams 
Alumni Chapter president, who also 
serves as assisting pianist for the 
program. 

Call Erlinda Punzalan Fajardo at 
the Selams Office, Centro Escolar 
University, Mendiola Street, Manila, 
at 7359662 and 7356861 local 223 
or 247. 


BOOKWARE Publishing Corp. 
has released the newest My Spe- 
cial Valentine titles: "Sana Kahit 
Minsan,” “A Woman's Touch,” 
“Trust Me,” “Substitute Hus- 
band,” “Please Be Careful with 
My Hear," "Surrender in Par- 
adise "To Love Again," "Blue 
Moon, "Give Me Back my 


New Tagalog romance titles 


Heart,” “A Love to Last Forever,” 
“Labis Kitang Minamahal” and 
“Hintayin Kong Ibigin Kita.” 

The company’s Nokia 3650 
raffle promo will have its grand 
draw this month. The most re- 
cent monthly winner is Marlina 
Aranzado of Batangas City. Call 
6318894. 
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WRITING courses talk of writing 
as a process composed of several 
stages or steps. To most writers, 
the most difficult stage may пос 
be creation itself but revision. 
Successful revision may actually 
determine a successful piece or- 
as with "Pidgin Levitations,” the 
latest book of poems by Ricardo 
de Ungria—an exemplary collec- 
tion. 

“Pidgin Levitations" is a re- 
markable work of revision and 
recreation of De Ungria's uncol- 
lected poems from 1981-1989. It 
illustrates a poet's exemplary 
course from an aesthetics of “es- 
otericallusions... and mystifying 


subtleties and ^ obscurities" 
(Gémino Abad) to a poetics of 
ordinary language and subjects: 
"English at ground level, English 
at its most conversational.” 

But the content is not Pidgin 
Levitations’ only admirable fea- 
ture. The whimsical cover alone 
is a wealth of visual stimuli. In 
between the book's pages are en- 
velopes, pictures and postcards 
that will make you love the book 
not only for what you read, but 
also for the nonstop surprises 
you'll find inside. 

Ricardo de Ungria is founding 
member of the Philippine Liter- 
ary Arts Council, the Davao Writ- 


ers Guild and the Samahan ng 
mga Ошо ng Panitikan sa 
Dabaw. He has six books of poet- 
ry to his name and has edited a 
number of literary anthologies. 
He has won the prestigious Na- 
tional Book Award given by the 
Manila Critics Circle a number of 
times. At present, he is the chan- 
cellor at the University of the 
Philippines in Mindanao. 

“Pidgin Levitations” is of in- 
calculable value for teachers and 
students of poetry, literary crit- 
ies, writers and ай who have po- 
etry's interest at heart. 

The book is available at the UP 
Press Bookstore, National Book- 


New reads for September 


when she published her first nov- 
а, "The Heart is a Lonely Hunter” 


Was," by Claire Scovell azebnikis 
an engaging, funny and far-rom- 


heroes—unti they became drunk 
‘on power and addicted to fame. 

“Not From Acoms,” by Caspian 
Woods, is packed with practical 
wisdom and tips from- countless 
entrepreneurs who have been 
there and doneit. 

In “Chronicle of a Death Fore- 
told,” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez, 
amanretumsto the town wherea 
balling murder took place 27 
years earlier, determined to get to 
the bottom of the story. 

The term “cyberspace” was 
first coined in 1984 by sci-fi writ- 
ег William Gibson. In "Oy- 
Ъеврасе: the World of Digital 
Architecture,” a largely visual 
statement of the construct is pro- 
vided, thus-helping advance its 

even further through 
the featured work and words of 
‘many of its pioneers. 

Candy giants Milton Hershey 

арй Forrest ‘Mars built business 


Danton Remoto’s new book off the press 


PRIZE-WINNING poet, essayist 
and fiction writer Danton Remoto 
has just published his newest book, 
“Buhay Bading” The book is a 
translation into Filipino of selected 
essays from his earlier books, "Se- 
duction & Solitude” and “X-Factor: 
Tales Outside the Closet.” In a wit- 
ty and engaging Filipino laced with 


sgayspeak, Remoto brings to life the 
issues and controversies that re- 
volve around the Filipino gay male 
identity in the country. 

‘There are two dates for the book 
launching. The first will be Sept. 
17, Friday, 6 p.m., at PowerBooks. 

The second will be on 
Oc. 2, Saturday, 7:30 p.m. at 


Powerbooks Greenbelt 4. The book 
is now available in the Philippine 
literature and psychology sections 
of National Bookstore and Power- 
Books.. 

There will be a short program, 
food and drinks, and book-signing 
sessions not only of the new book 
but also of Remoto's earlier books: 


store, PowerBooks, Fully Booked 
in Power Plant Mall, Aeon Books 
in Loyola Heights and Popular 
Bookstore in Morato. The book 
costs P650. 


empires out of one of the world’s 
most magical substances: choco- 
late. In "The Emperors of Choco- 
late? by Joel Glenn Brenner, the 
author spins a unique story that: 
takes us inside a word as mysteri- 
ous as Willy Wonka's Chocolate 
Factory. 

These books are available at 
PowerBooks Specialty Store at 
Greenbelt 4 (7576428/29), 
Megamall (6352898 to 99), Ala- 
bang (8505662 to 63) and Glori. 
епа (7527075). 


“Ladlad: An Anthology of Philip- 
pine Gay Writing,” "Ladlad 2" and 
others. The author has won 
awards and grants from the British 
Council, Fulbright, Asian Scholar- 
ship Foundation, Cultural Center 
Awards in Literature and Don Car- 
los Palanca Memorial Awards in 
Literature. 


Business Opportuni 


November 5, 2004 (8:00am - 
With the theme Business Ра! 
Towards a Sustainable 


оп the strategies, mechanisms and 
focusing on business opportunities 


in the areas of agribusiness, touris 
Information and communication 


Fees per Participant: 


nN- BUSINESS 


November 5-7,2004 - Philippine Trade Toning Center, Roxas Blvd, Pasay City 


ty Forum 
rine 
Future, 


this one day forum facilitates a discussion among the 
business experts and consultants, both local and foreign, 


structures that 


will promote business partnering among participants 


and prospects 
ism, Invention, 
technology, 


merchandise exports and medical services. 


Php1,850.00 inclusive of meals and seminar materials 


Topies inclu 


de: 


Business Partnering Towards a 
Maxi 


Developing Successful Partners! 
and International Markets 


Sustainable Future 


ing Profitability Through Business Partnering 


ship in the Local 


...8 4-in-1 event for businessmen, investors, foreign buyers, would-be entrepreneurs, 
venture capitalists, consultants and members of the academe and students featuring: 


. Business 


Opportunity Fair 


November 5-7, 2004 (9:00am - 6:00pm) 

А Reverse Trade Fair that gathers various companies- 
looking forsub-contractors, manufacturers and other start-up 
companies, franchises, venture capitalists, financing 

and consultancy companies and other firms providing 

allied services that offer opportunities to find business 


partners and alliances. 


Fees per Exhibitor: Php14,500 for a 2.4m x 3m booth 
2 Php19,500 for a 3.65 x 3.65m booth 


is Excellence Awards 


$ 


for SMEs 


November 5, 2004 (6:00pm) 

‘An award-giving activity that gives due recognition 

to the excellent performance of an SME. The award 

is the highest recognition given to SMEs for Business 
Excellence and Leadership. Over-all business efficiency, 
the impact they create in the economy and their contribution 
to the business landscape of a particular area or the country 


аз a whole are the major considerations in selecting the winners. 


The Market Place 


November 6-7, 2004 (9:00am - 6:00pm) 

A two-day fun-filed shopping experience featuring 

various companies and entrepreneurs selling gifts, toys, 
housewares, electronics, garments and fashion accessories, $ 

оте furnishings, books, food and other novelty items. 
Fees per Table Display: Php8,000 for а 3sqm. area. $ 


Developing Partnership for E-Business highlighting 
Call Center Operation, Medical Transcription, Animation, ete. 


‘Medical Services: Fastest Growing Small Business 
per Fortune Small Business 100 


Revolutionizing Your Business into a Partnering Powerhouse 
‘The Role of Continuing Education in Business Partnering 


Plus! An Investment Opportunity Presentation 
by CIDA Pearl? Investment Promotion Centers 


For details, visit or call the PHILSMED Secretariat at: 

41 Sia. Escolastica Strest comer Roxas Boulevard, Pasay Cily, 1300 PHILIPPINES 
BizOps'o5 Ношпе — (632) 832 0996; Telelax: (632) 834 2993 * 834 2994 

Ema: phismod@ ph inte net; БепегреореФрасйе nel ph 

"To secure registration fom, log on to: Һир ии businessopportuniies.com.ph 


Organized by: PHILSMED 
Philippine Small & Medium Business 
Development Foundation, Inc. 
Co-Organized by: 
+ Department of Trade and Industry 
+ Department of Tourism 
* Department of Science and Technology 
+ Department of Agriculture 
+ Productivity Development Center 
- Development Academy of the Philippines. 
+ Asian Productivity Office (APO-Japan) 
* Business Traveller Asia-Pacific + Business Traveller China 
* CIDA Pearl2 
« ComputerWorld Philippines • Enterprise Magazine 
* Globe * Innove 
* LandBank of the Philippines 
* Philippine Dally Inquirer. 
* Small Business Guarantee and Finance Corporation (SBGFC) 


REGISTRATION/RESERVATION FORM Е 


ТО: THE FORUM and FAIR COORDINATOR (Telefax: (632)8343993 to 94) 


о E I iwant to join the Business Opportunity Forum. 
1want to join Business Opportunities 2005! 


О i want to Exhibit at the Business Opportunity Fair 
О tam interested in the Business Excellence Av 

О t want to Sell My Products at The Market Place 
О d want to be a Sponsor 


Family Name: 
Business/Organizalion/Instiution: 


First Name: 


Майпо Address: 
Signature: 


Phone: 


Description of ProducuServices: 


Етай. 


Discount ir registravo ps betoro 52630 2004 

1 10% Group Daceen at май pancpant ол he same company 

1 Spoar rato (97995200 cha Вара For) or members fhe 
pe 


Website: 


! 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


aN 


- v : Р "DEO 


& 


Ai ath 


Syd woo seinjjeouns MMM үе өзде по ЙЫЛ peo] 67 ung Burpiebal попештори 920$ 10 me : 
eM М $ І ME PHA i 
ТУМ 0001 звзадх IVW ум SNIA в. дмудемин SZA vioW avo1 9NOsld-Osld-vdovw ONYd vA здама 
P. {дуду уй xl зен AVW ‘OW дуова ONY INVI SZA LIKVA AVONA LYMva VS IXIL 3385 AVW VN 
BA 2210235 avona одун АЛМО 3HL 'dvO1 Ss3edX NOS OL SANVHL /УХ 03007 "МУТІУХ LIHVA NvVS ШНУ 4 


sep 06 0614 
skep 4 0 бу}- 0S d 
skep в 9 би - 0£.d 
sKep г в 62 - 9 d 
дава DALHA  смоцуммомаа NN 


тъ WOyd KINO 


QVOTRY VOY 1X31 Зам. 


an 


oe 


даи 


[ән 9140449813 


